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PREFACE 


TO   THE 


THIRD    EDITION. 


third  edition  of  my  public  Letter  to  Mft 
Wilberforce  being  called  for,  I  embrace  this 
opportunity  to  repel  at  attack  on  my  State- 
ment, made  by  a  Director  of  the  African  In- 
stitution (M \\  Horner)  in  the  House  of  Com. 
mons,  on  the  23d  ultimo,  as  reported  in  the 
Times  News  Paper. 

The  learned  Director  commences  his  speech 
thus—"  He  had  seen  a  Pamphlet  that  at-- 
"  tracted  his  attention,  in  which  it  was  stated, 
"  that  three  persons>  named  Cook,  Brodie, 
"  and  Dunbar,  who  had  been  convicted  at 
"  Sierra  Leone  of  Slave  Trading,  and  sen- 
"  tenced  to  be  transported,  had  been  confined 
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*'  on  board  the  Hulks,  at  Portsmouth,  but 
"  that  the  Secretary  of  State,  ever  alive  to 
"  the  calls  of  humanity,  had  relieved  them 
"  from  the  miseries  of  their  situation."  "  He 
"  had  no  reason  to  attach  any  particular 
"  credit  to  this  statement,  more  especially  as 
"  he  had  cause  to  know  that  it  was  accom- 
"  panied  by  other  Statements,  positively  erro- 
"  neous."  The  information  alluded  to  and 
contained  in  the  Postscript  of  my  Letter,  I 
received  from  a  Member  of  Parliament,  of 
great  integrity  and  independance,  who  had 
obtained  it  from  the  Home  Department,  in 
consequence  of  having  presented  the  Prisoners 
Petition ;  I  afterwards  enquired  particularly 
at  Portsmouth,  and  was  assured  these  unfor- 
tunate men  had  been  releaved  from  heavy 
irons,  from  every  species  of  work,  from  asso- 
ciating with  the  convicts,  and  had  an  apart- 
ment allotted  to  themselves.  I  now  leave  it 
to  the  nation  to  determine  if  this  was  not  "  re- 
"  lief  from  the  miseries  of  their  situation?"' 
and  if  the  Secretary  of  State  had  not  been  ac- 
tively alive  to  the  calls  of  justice  and  huma- 
nity, (as  I  stated)  could  they  have  been  so 
instantaneously  relieved  ?  therefore  this  State- 
ment is  true  in  every  part,  and  the  justice 
will  appear  as  evident  as  the  humanity,  when-* 
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ever  the  Petitions  of  the  Prisoners  come  be- 
fore the  public. 

The  learned  Director  tells  the  House  "  the 
Pamphlet  represents  those  men  as  illegally 
convicted  ;"  true,  it  did  so,  and  the  Secretary 
of  State  having  promptly  directed  the  deplor- 
able cases  of  those  men  to  be  laid  before  the 
Crown  Lawyers,  I  am  happy  to  inform  the 
learned  Director,  that  their  opinion  has  been 
received,  and  that  they  have  pronounced  Cook, 
Brodie,  and  Dunbar  to  have  been  illegally 
convicted ;  thus  another  Statement  is  con- 
firmed. 

As  for  the  learned  Director's  assertion, 
"  He  had  cause  to  know  that  other  State- 
"  ments  in  the  Pamphlet  were  positively  erro- 
"  neous,"  I  reply,  that  I  defy  him  to  prove  that 
assertion  true,  and  if  he  does  not  prove  that 
true  of  which  he  declared  he  had  knowledge, 
I  shall  leave  it  to  the  liberality  of  this  nation 
to  pronounce  on  a  man  who  could  come  for- 
ward voluntarily  and  unnecessarily  to  attack 
my  veracity  in  the  House  of  Commons,  where 
I  could  not  refute  it,  and  from  whence  he  well 
knew  it  would  be  dispersed  over  the  empire 
before  I  could  repel  its  influence. 
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The  learned  Director,  in  his  second  speech, 
(as  reported  in  the  same  News  Paper)  says, 
After  reading  the  Pamphlet,  he  had  lost  no 
time  in  examining,  with  all  the  diligence 
and  accuracy  he  could  employ,  the  state- 
ments in  question,  and  he  had  every  reason 
to  believe  that  they  were  not  only  erro- 
neous, but  that  they  were  made  under  cir- 
"  cumstances  that  might  have  enabled  the 
"  the  author,  if  he  had  made  the  necessary 
ie  enquiries,  to  know  that  they  were  so."  To 
the  reasons  on  which  his  belief  was  founded,  I 
cannot  reply  until  he  makes  them  known,  but 
that  the  Statements  were  made  under  circum- 
stances, from  which  I  might  have  know  them 
to  be  erroneous,  had  I  enquired,  was  the  most 
wanton  assertion  ever  publicly  uttered,  for  I 
can  solemnly  declare  there  was  no  source 
from  whence  I  could  derive  information  on 
the  Statements  made,  that  I  have  not  explor- 
ed for  years,  nor  was  there  any  means  of  en- 
quiry within  my  power  for  investigating  the 
truth,  which  I  have  not  exhausted. 

He  then  concludes,  "  He  has  the  satis- 
"  faction  to  acquaint  the  House,  that  the 
"  African  Institution,  in  consequence  of  this 
['  publication,  were  preparing  an  answer 


fc  point  by  point,  to  the  misrepresentations  so 
<s  industriously  circulated."  I  congratulate 
the  learned  Director  on  the  opening  prospect 
of  investigation  ;  but  he  cannot  mean  to  in- 
sinuate that  a  Statement  from  the  African  In- 
stitution, in  the  old  way  of  Report,  made  by 
the  little  party  of  select  Mends,  and  a  few  com- 
plaisant partizans,  from  garbled  or  fabricated 
documents,  (though  followed  by  resolutions  of 
munificent  approbation,)  can  now  convince 
the  truly  benevolent,  disinterested,  and  emi- 
nently distinguished  personages  of  that  Society, 
that  their  good  intentions,  wise  resolutions, 
and  liberal  promises  have  been  carried  into 
effect.  Neither  can  he  expect  that  an  ex 
parte  examination  will  afford  any  proof  to 
Ministers  of  the  true  state  of  the  Slave  Trade 
and  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone,  or  that  privately 
settled  evidence,  perhaps  irregular  and  illegal, 
will  satisfy  the  nation,  that  the  professions  and 
promises  of  the  Institution  for  benefiting  Africa 
have  been,  in  any  respect,  fulfilled.  I  presume 
the  learned  Director  can  only  intend  their  an- 
swer point  by  point  as  a  reply  to  join  issue  on ; 
I  hope  therefore  the  learned  Director  who  has 
come  forward  in  the  House  of  Commons  as 
the  advocate  of  the  Institution,  asserting  "  he 
*c  has  cause  to  know  that  my  Statements  are 
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f<  erroneous,"  will  meet  me  in  full,  fair,  and 
open  Investigation,  before  an  unbiassed  tri- 
bunal,, with  argument  and  proof,  and  I  shall 
be  ready  to  stand  or  fall  with  the  establish- 
ment or  refutation  of  my  Statements. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  protect  the  injured 
Africans,  to  shew  the  true  state  of  the  West- 
em  Coast  of  Africa,  to  remove  impediments  se- 
dulously placed  to  obstruct  improvement,  to  re- 
deem the  national  character  from  imputation, 
and  to  point  out  how  the  philanthropy  and 
benevolence  of  this  nation  for  Africa  could  be 
most  highly  gratified  by  an  universal  Aboli- 
tion ;  but,  to  my  extreme  surprise,  I  find  myself 
attacked   by  a  combination  of  parties,  rich 
and  powerful,  while  I  am  unaided  and  in- 
firm.     I  lament  so  amiable  and  distinguished 
a  person  as  the  learned  Director  was  seduced 
into  the  ostensible  part  he  has  taken,  but  truth 
being  my  only  support,  I  was  obliged  to  lay  a 
firm  hold  on  what  he  uttered ;  public  accusa- 
tion demands  public  proof,  and  calls  for  pub- 
lic investigation ;    I  consider  him  hound  to 
obtain  it. 

I  may  become  the  victim  of  persecution, 
but  the  effort  I  have  made  for  the  accom- 
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plishment  of  tliose  great  objects,  will  afford 
consolation  to  the  last  moment  of  my  ex- 
istence. 

JL  THORPE. 

March  10   1815. 


A  few  hours  after  I  had  finished  the  above 
Reply  to  Mi\Horner,  I  received,  on  the  10th 
instant,  a  Copy  of  a  Report  from  the  Com- 
mittee for  Sierra  Leoue  affairs,  on  the  subject 
of  my  public  Letter  to  Mr.  Wilberforce, 
which  was  read  and  adopted  at  a  Meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  African  Institu- 
tion, on  the  28th  of  Feb.  1815.  With  regret 
I  have  read  this  Report,  regret,  that  such 
great  and  good  men  should  continue  to  lend 
themselves  to  this  delusion. 


The  preamble  states,  "  that  the  object  of  this 
Pamphlet  appears  to  the  Committee  to  be  to 
destroy  the  character  of  the  Institution,  to 
spread  a  distrust  in  the  measures  adopted 
by  Parliament  for  the  Abolition  of  the 
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"  Slave  Trade,  and  the  Committee  cannot 
"  forbear  classing  it,  in  its  tendency,  with 
"  other  indirect  attempts  which  have  been 
"  lately  renewed  to  defeat  the  success  of  the 
"  Abolition."  Through  what  jaundiced  me- 
dium the  Committee  viewed  my  Letter  I  know 
not,  but  to  every  dispassionate  mind,  the  ob- 
ject must  be  clear. 

The  liberal  and  wise  resolutions  of  the  be- 
nevolent personages  in  the  African  Institution 
having  been  defeated,  and  their  promises  to 
benefit  Africa  never  fulfilled,  I  conceived  that 
by  giving  my  own  local  information,  and 
opening  the  best  sources  of  evidence,  investi- 
gation would  take  place,  and  the  Institution 
ultimately  carry  their  original  intentions  into 
effect.  I  pointed  out  the  defects  in  the  Aboli- 
tion Acts,  that  the  Legislature  might  consider 
them,  and  remedy  the  evils  which  experience 
had  enabled  me  to  discover ;  and  as  I  was 
convinced  the  Slave  Trade  could  scarcely  be 
diminished,  unless  a  universal  abolition  was 
established,  I  gave  the  best  plan  I  could  devise 
for  the  accomplishment  of  that  great  object ; 
and  in  return  for  this,  the  Committee  liberally 
determined,  "  that  the  tendency  of  this  Pam- 
<c  phlet  is  to  defeat  the  Abolition."  My  inde* 
fatigable  exertions  in  the  cause,  and  the  prao 


tical  benefits  that  followed  my  decisions,  my 
efforts  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  the  cap- 
tured negroes,  and  to  improve  the  Colony  of 
Sierra  Leone,  the  manifestation  of  my  conti- 
nued zeal,  on  returning  to  England,  by  dis- 
closing to  the  African  Institution  the  falla- 
ciousness of  the  representations  they  had  re- 
ceived, and  my  writing  to  Mr.  Wi  Iberforce,  that 
I  was  ready  to  attend  Lord  Castlereagh,  while 
his  Lordship  was  labouring  to  induce  France 
to  relinquish  the  Slave  Trade,  I  hope  will  suffi- 
ciently explain  the  whole  tenor  of  my  conduct, 
and  enable  the  nation  to  determine,  from  such 
actions,  and  the  obvious  object  of  my  Pamph- 
let, whether  I  have  been  a  sincere,  an  effec- 
tive, and  incessant  friend  to  Africa  and  the 
Abolition,  or  not  ?    I  will  not  retort  the  insi- 
nuation where  it  would  attach. 

The  Committee  proceeds  "  to  point  out  a 
"  few  of  the  prominent  accusations,"  con- 
tained in  the  Pamphlet :  they  say  "  It  is 
"  charged  against  the  Directors  of  the  Insti- 
*'  tution  that  they  were  disinclined  to  receive 
"  the  proofs  Dr.  Thorpe  offered,  of  abuses 
*'  existing  at  Sierra  Leone."  This  is  not  ac- 
purately  stated ;  I  charged  the  Directors  with 
pot  acting  upon  information  after  they  had 


received  it,  I  said  "  every  sacrifice  *  was 
"  made  to  concealment,  no  enquiry  was  to 
"  be  instituted,  no  attention  to  be  paid  to  re- 
"  presentation ;"  then  they  state  that  "  this 
"  alludes  to  a  Committee  appointed  by  the 
"  Institution,  which  sat  in  the  winter  of 
"  1813-14  examined  Dr.  Thorpe  and  Messrs. 
"  Hamilton,  Vanneck,  and  Nicol,  and 
"  made  a  Report  which  is  noticed  in  the 
"  8th  Report  of  Ihe  Institution."  I  now 
turn  to  the  8th  Report,  page  17,  to  examine 
what  is  said  about  this  Committee,  and  it  ap- 
pears to  have  been  appointed  "  to  obtain  ac- 
"  curate  information  on  the  state  of  the  black 
"  settlers  at  Sierra  Leone,  to  excite  a  spirit  of  in- 
"  dustry,  to  improve  their  moral  habits,  to  ren- 
"  der  them  a  good  example  to  the  surrounding 
"  natives,  to  attend  to  those  objects  specified 
"  in  page  4,  first  Institution  Report,  and  to 
"  consider  the  best  mode  of  instructing  the 
"  youth  of  the  Colony,"  so  far  for  the  instruc- 
tions given ;  and  the  paragraph  concludes 
with  informing  the  Public,  that  the  Committee 
so  instructed,  "  lost  no  time  in  entering  on 
"  the  business,  and  made  a  full  Report;'* 
thus  they  rebut  my  accusations,  that "  they  had 
"  done  nothing  beneficial  for  Sierra  Leone  or 

*  Page  69  Pamphlet. 
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Africa,   that  they  had  not  attended  to  re- 
presentations,  but  sacrificed  every  thing  to 
"  concealment."     By  referring  to  their  own 
Report,  which  proves  that  in  1814  they  were 
beginning  to  enquire  into  the   condition    of 
Africa  and  Sierra  Leone,  though  they  had 
pledged  themselves  to    the  performance  of 
such  wonders  in  civilization,  cultivation,  in- 
struction, and  morals,  when  the  Institution 
was  formed,  in  1807,  and  they  conclude  by 
shewing,  that  although  the  Committee  for  en- 
quiry did  make  a  Report,  it  was  carefully  con- 
cealed  from  the  public  eye  ;  in  this  way  the 
Committee  has  attempted  to  refute  what  they 
call  "my  vague  and  unfounded  charges,"  with- 
out producing  a  fact  to  prove  the  Institution 
had  ever  performed  a  promise,  carried  into 
execution  a  profession,  or  done  any  one  thing 
beneficial  for  Africa,  either  before  or  after 
these  representations. 


The  Committee  then  says,  "  Dr.  Thorpe, 
besides  incorrectly  identifying  the  Institu- 
tion  with  the  Sierra  Leone  Company,  has 
repeated  against  that  body  those  charges 
which  were  so  satisfactorily  investigated  and 
refuted  by  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
"  Commons  in  1804."  I  know  nothing  of 
the  Report,  the  charges,  or  the  refutation  al* 
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luded  to,  but  this  I  do  know,  that  if  enquiry 
is  established  I  will  prove  the  statement  I 
have  made  about  the  conduct  of  the  Sierra 
Leone  Company. 

The  Committee  proceeds,  «  Dr.  T.  has 
"  likewise  accused  the  Company  of  direct 
"  Slave  Trading,  a  charge  which  was  never 
"  imputed  at  the  time  of  that  enquiry,  and 
"  for  which  the  Committee  feel  themselves 
"  justified  in  asserting  there  is  no  foundation." 
Their  reasoning  runs  thus,  if  reasoning  it  can 
be  called ;  when  a  man  is  acquitted  of  a  mis- 
demeanor, he  is  never  to  be  tried  afterwards 
for  a  felony,  because  the  accusation  was  not 
brought  forward  with  the  misdemeanor ;  this 
is  a  quick,  if  not  a  very  dignified  or  satis- 
factory way  of  getting  relieved  from  this  pro- 
minent charge  *. 

As  to  what  the  Committee  term  "  by  far 
"  the  most  important  of  my  charges,"  the 
manner  in  which  the  captured  negroes  havfe 
been  disposed  of,  they  quote  from  my  Letter, 
"  That  no  effort  was  ever  made  to  restore 
"  those  poor  creatures  to  their  connection  and 
"  country."  Then  the  Committee  assert, 

*  See  page  5,  Pamphlet,  the  Statement  on  Stave  Trading. 
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*  That  419  appear  to  have  returned  to  their 
"  Native  home,"  because  the  superintendant's 
Report  states  that  419  left  the  Colony ,  surely 
that  is  not  a  proper  construction  to  make  on 
such  a  Report,  for  if  419  were  criminally  suf- 
fered to  depart  from  the  Colony  of  their  own  ac- 
cord, so  far  from  being  restored  to  their  na- 
tive home,  they  would  have  been  thrown  into 
slavery  before  they  had  advanced  thirty  miles ; 
the  superintendant  is  bound  to  have  a  voucher 
of  the  disposal  of  every  negro  entrusted  to 
his  care ;  I  did  assert  "  no  effort  was  made 
"  to  restore   them  to  their  connections  and 
"  country  ;"  I   now  add    that   twenty   were 
never  restored  with  or  without  any  exertion  on 
our  part ;  if  I  am  in  error  let  the  vouchers  be 
produced  in  proof  and  I  shall  rejoice  in  the 
refutation. 

The  Committee  next  refers  to  the  number 
stated  in  the  superintendant 's  account,  No.  L 
cc  settled  in  the  Colony,  viz.  as  free  labourers, 
"  carpenters,  sawyers,  masons,  blacksmiths, 
"  &c.  living  in  the  mountains,  on  their  farms ; 
"  girls  at  school  and  women  married  in  the 
"  African  corps,  2757 ;"  this  anomalous  mix- 
ture, I  must  analyze;  first,  there  were  a  few 
labourers  working  about  the  town,  they  could 
not  be  called  free,  though  they  received  a 
small  remuneration,  because  they  were  driven 
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in  gangs  to  work,  under  the  correction  and  ma- 
nagement of  a  superintendant ;  next  as  to  the 
captured  negroes  being  sawyers,  masons,  car- 
penters, and  blacksmiths,  it  was  never  heard 
of,  but  in  London  publications ;  a  few  negro 
boys  may  have  been  lately  apprenticed  to 
trades,  and  a  few  of  the  unfortunate  girls  may 
have  been  lately  sent  to  school,  certainly  many 
women  live  with  the  soldiers  of  the  African 
Corps,  and  on  this  fallacious  item  of  the  su- 
perintendant's  account  the  Committee  exclaim, 
cc  The  Directors  will  observe  with  satisfac- 
"  tion  out  of  a  number,  less  than  six  thou<- 
"  sand  in  all,  how  large  a  proportion  are 
"  settled  on  the  adjacent  hills  as  free  labourers 
"  on  their  own  farms,"  as  if  2757  were  ab- 
solutely independant  farmers,  working  trades- 
men, or  females  comfortably  settled,  (together 
with  347  apprentices)  in  and  about  Freetown. 

Governor  Thomson  very  judiciously  placed 
a  few  captured  negroes  on  farms  in  the  Lester 
Mountain,  in  seven  years  they  have  naturally 
increased,  and  three  or  four  hundred  may  sub- 
sist themselves  at  present;  but  if  the  Com- 
mittee wish  for  accurate  information  on  this 
subject,  they  may  receive  it  from  Mr.  Van- 
Deck,  the  surveyor,  who  marked  out  the  farms 
for  the  negroes. 
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This  whole  statement  is  a  delusive  com- 
pound, to  be  decomposed  as  the  different 
articles  may  be  made  useful  to  answer  imme- 
diate enquiry  before  the  House  of  Commons, 
Institution,  &c.  The  Framer  has  for  years 
been  the  chief  engine  for  forming  materials 
to  make  the  African  Institution  Reports  pala- 
table, but  this  was  a  manufacture  valuable 
to  some  in  authority,  as  well  as  to  the  Com- 
mittee ;  however,  as  I  have  exhibited  heavy 
charges  against  those  persons  to  be  laid  before 
the  King  in  Council,  I  shall  avoid  making  an 
injurious  impression,  but  whenever  we  come 
to  a  full  investigation,  the  captured  negro  de- 
partment shall  be  examined  with  the  utmost 
attention,  a  few  hundreds  perhaps  may  then  be 
accounted  for  as  correctly  settled. 


The  Committee  next  state,  "  they  are  par- 
ticularly surprised  to  find  that  in  order  to 
cast  blame  on  the  meritorious  seizures  of 
the  Slave  Traders  at  Cape  Mesurado,  and  in 
the  Rio  Pongus,  Dr.  Thorpe  labours  to  pufc 
an  erroneous  construction  upon  the  51st. 
of  the  King,  c.  23,  this  new  construction 
is  not  only  in  direct  defiance  of  the  words 
of  that  statute,  and  can  only  be  maintained 
by  disguising  them,  but  is  in  opposition 
to  what  is  reported  to  have  been  laid  down 
by  Di\  Thorpe  himself  as  the  true  construe- 


" 
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(c  tion,  on  the  trial  of  the  Slave  Traders  that 
"  were  convicted  before  him ;  he  would  now 
"  have  it  believed  that  the  statute  makes  no 
"  felony  unless  the  offence  be  committed  by  a 
"  British  subject  within  British  territory,  both 
"  circumstances  being  required  to  be  con- 
"  joined,  for  which  he  quotes  the  following 
ct  words,  u  different  from  the  real  words  of 
cc  the  act"  which  materially  affect  the  mean- 
<c  ing,  and  alters  the  sense  of  the  enactment." 
Let  us  examine  them  both : 


Pamphlet. 

That  if  any  British  sub- 
ject or  any  person  residing  in 
the  United  Kingdom  or  any 
island,  colony,  dominion,  fort, 
settlement,  factory,  belonging 
thereto,  or  being  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's occupation  or  posses- 
sion, shall  by  him  or  them- 
selves, or  by  his  or  their  fac- 
tors, agents,  or  otherwise, 
carry  away  any  Slave  or 
Slaves,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  transferred  or  dealt  with 
as  a  Slave,  or  aid  and  abet, 
&c.  &c. 


Statute. 

That  if  any  subject  or  sub- 
jects of  his  Majesty,  or  if  any 
person  or  persons  residing  or 
being  within  the  United  King- 
dom, or  in  any  of  the  islands, 
colonies,  dominions,  forts, 
settlements,  factories,  or  ter- 
ritories, now  or  hereafter  be- 
longing thereto,  or  being  in 
his  Majesty's  occupation,  or 
possession,  or  under  the  go- 
vernment  of  the  united  Com- 
pany of  Merchants  trading  to 
the  East  Indies,  shall,  from 
and  after  the  1st  day  of  June 
next,  by  him  or  themselves, 
or  by  his  or  their  factors  or 
agents,  or  otherwise  howso- 
ever, carry  away,  or  remove, 
or  aid  or  assist,  &c. 
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It  may  now  be  examined  how  far  "  I  have 
"  materially  affected  the  meaning  and  altered 
"  the  sense,"  the  meaning  is  clearly  that  any 
British  subject  or  any  other  person  residing  iu 
any  of  his  Majesty's  territories,  or  in  any  place 
in  his  occupation  or  possession,  should  be 
liable  to  be  punished  under  this  statute  for 
carrying  on  the  Slave  Trade,  and  all  persons 
aiding  and  abetting  them  ;  this  was  the  way  I 
always  interpreted  the  Act,  no  "  new  con- 
"  struction  in  defiance  of  the  words/'  and  it 
appears  I  never  put  an  erroneous  construction 
on  the  statute,  because  the  Crown  Lawyers  of 
England  have  construed  it  in  the  same  way, 
and  declared  Brodie,  Cook,  and  Dunbar  to 
have  been  illegally  convicted,  and  it  is  fairly 
to  be  presumed,  on  the  same  ground,  they 
will  give  the  same  opinion  on  the  conviction  of 
Bostwick,  M'Queen,  and  Hickson.  The  Com- 
mittee seem  to  have  overlooked  the  circum- 
stance that  these  persons  were  not  seized  in 
British  territory. 

Surely  the  African  Institution  might  be  sa- 
tiated with  the  mischief,  the  misery,  and  the  ex-^ 
pense  they  have  heaped  on  individuals  by  their 
interference  with  the  law,  which  I  certainly 
complained  of,  and  which  it  appears  they 
are  anxious  by  perverting  my  opinion  to  turn 
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into  an  accusation  against  myself,  but  we 
are  before  the  public,  and  truth  now  cannot 
be  subverted. 

The  Committee  next  state,  "  they  do  not 
"  think  it  necessary  to  remark  on  the  charge 
c<  of  misapplying  the  funds  of  the  Institution." 
I  touched  on  them  accidentally,  remarked 
they  were  subscribed  for  the  civilization,  cul- 
tivation, and  benefit  of  Africa,  that  they 
were  not  so  appropriated,  nor  had  fifty  pounds 
a  year  been  beneficially  applied  for  Africa 
out  of  their  funds  since  the  Institution  was 
established* 

About  Mr.  Macaulay  I  stated  facts,  gave 
his  Letters,  made  no  "  groundless  reflections'* 
on  him,  and  as  those  facts  cannot  be  contro- 
verted, it  was  perhaps  judicious  to  assert 
"  there  was  no  necessity  to  defend  him," 

The  Committee  thus  concludes,  "  the  fore- 
"  going  instances  are  a  few  out  of  a  multi- 
u  tude  which  the  Committee  could  at  once 
"  expose  of  the  mis-statements  in  which  Dr. 
"  Thorpe's  publication  abounds ;  but  they 
"  conceive  it  more  satisfactory  to  the  Direc- 
"  tors  that  a  full  and  detailed  Report  should 
"  be  prepared."  When  a  multitude  of  mis- 
$tatements  could  have  been  exposed  at 
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was  it  mercy  that  induced  them  not  to  over- 
whelm me : 

From  the  specimen  now  exhibited  the  public 
will  judge  of  my  mis-statements  and  the  ex- 
posure made  of  what  they  call  a  "  few  of 
"  my  prominent  accusations,"  the  Committee 
may  rest  assured  that  as  soon  as  their  threa- 
tened full  and  detailed  Report  comes  forth, 
I  will  reply  as  quickly  and  as  categorically  as 
I  have  to  this ; 

On  taking  my  leave  for  the  present,  I  must 
call  the  reader's  attention  to  this  simple  fact,  I 
accused  the  Institution  of  making  great  pro- 
mises and  professions  for  benefiting  Africa, 
and  never  having  fulfilled  them ;  and  in  reply, 
the  Committee  do  not  even  presume  to  assert 
that  they  have  ever  carried  into  effect  aijy  one 
of  their  professions  or  promises,  or  done  any 
one  thing  (in  eight  years)  beneficial  to  Africa 
in  general,  or  even  to  Sierra  Leone. 

Great  names  cannot  overcome  truth.  I 
only  ask  for  open,  fair,  and  full  enquiry 
before  an  impartial  tribunal. 

Cavil,  cabal,  and  controversy  will  not 
satisfy,  investigation  will  gratify  all  but  the 
guilty. 

b2 
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I  have  only  to  apologize  for  speaking  so 
much  in  the  first  person,  but  in  refuting  perso- 
nal charge  how  could  it  be  avoided  ? 

ROBERT  THORPE. 

March  14M,  1815. 


PREFACE 


TO   THE 


FOURTH  EDITION. 


anxiety  in  the  benevolent  people  of 
England  for  the  prosperity  and  happiness 
of  Africa,  has  excited  an  interest  about  my 
Letter  to  Mr.  Wilberforce,  which  demands 
a  fourth  edition.  I  must  apologize  for  in- 
troducing another  Preface  to  refute  an  at- 
tack made  on  my  character,  by  Mr.  Za- 
chary  Macaulay.  This  gentleman  has  been 
so  unaccountably  elevated  above  his  natu- 
ral level,  that  I  cannot  suffer  him  to  pass 
unnoticed. 

Mr.  Macaulay  asserts  in  his  letter  to  the 
Duke  of  Gloucester,  ".that  the  flattering 
"  kindness  with  which  he  has  been  honour- 
"  ed  by  his  Royal  Highness,  and  the  many 


M  noble  and  distinguished  characters  with 

"  whom  he  has  been  associated  for  above 

"  eight  years,  has  induced  him  to  publish 

"  this  Letter,  because  he  must  be  admitted 

"  utterly  unworthy  of  such  an  association, 

"  if  he  does  not  prove  the  charges  against 

"  himself  contained  in  Dr.  Thorpe's  let- 

"  ter  to  Mr.  Wilberforce  false  and  calum- 

"  nious." 

After  the  following  reply,  it  will  be  de- 
termined whether  he  was  ever  worthy  of 
such  an  association. 

Mr.  Macaulay  says,  "  Dr.  Thorpe  affects 
"  to  support  some  of  his  allegations  by  ex- 
"  tracts  from  my  own  letters."  He  then  ac- 
cuses Captain  Thompson  (late  Governor  of 
Sierra  Leone)  of  improperly  retaining  those 
letters,  and  shewing  them  to  me,  with 
other  persons,  who  were  disposed  to  use 
them  to  his  prejudice.  I  solemnly  declare 
I  never  read,  nor  ever  heard  read,  one 
of  Mr.  Macaulay 's  letters  in  manuscript ; 
I  republished  them  in  the  form  in  which 
they  were  printed  in  the  Sierra  Leone  Ga- 
zette in  1808  and  9?  and  afterwards  pub- 
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lished  in  London  by  Mr*  Grant  in  18T10. 
In  vindication  of  Captain  Thompson  hav- 
ing improperly  exposed  a  confidential  cor* 
respondence*  I  will  give  that  gentleman's 
own  account  of  the  manner  in  which  he 
became  possessed  of  those  letters*  as  com* 
municated  to  me  by  himself.  "  Mr.  Lud- 
"  lam  finding  that  I  could  not  be  ma- 
"  naged,  (that  instead  of  lending  my  assist- 
"  ance  to  conceal  the  illegal  transactions 
"  which  had  taken  place  in  the  colony,  I 
"  had  condemned  168  negroes  in  the 
"  Court  of  Vice-Admiralty*  who  had  been 
"  sold  in  the  colony  since  the  Act  of  Abo- 
"  lition,  by  the  direct  interference  of  the 
"  Colonial  Government),  put  the  letters  of 
"  the  Company's  Secretary  into  my  hands, 
"  tempting  me  to  aid  the  covert  Slave 
"  traffic,  which  had  already  been  esta- 
"  blished,  and  to  join  in  the  general  sys- 
"  tern  of  misrepresentation  to  the  British 
"  Government;  but  instead  of  complying, 
"  I  sent  them  to  the  Vice-Admiralty  Court, 
"  as  evidence  of  their  transactions. 

"  For  nearly  two  years,  I  put  a  total  stop 
"  to  the  scheme  of  founding  a  privileged 
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"  Slave  Trade  on  the  ruins  of  the  general 
"  one,  which  had  already  been  carried  into 
"  effect/'  In  confirmation  of  this  state- 
ment, I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  six  letters 
that  Captain  Thompson  wrote  to  Mr.  Lud- 
lam  on  the  subject,  copies  of  which,  the 
author  informed  me,  he  had  transmitted  to 
Lord  Castlereagh. 

Mr.  Macaulay,  in  his  letters  relative  to 
myself,  says,  "  of  Thorpe,  who  is  likely  to 
"  go  out  as  Judge,  I  have  still  less  know- 
ledge than  of  Thompson. — I  do  not  feel 
at  ease  as  to  his  appointment/'  "  He 
caused  so  much  trouble  in  Canada,  where 
he  acted  as  Judge,  that  it  was  found 
"  necessary  to  remove  him  from  his  situ- 
•"  ation.  There  is  some  danger,  therefore, 
•*'  of  his  proving  perverse  or  wrong-head- 
"  ed/'  I  never  saw  nor  heard  of  these 
letters  until  Mr.  M.  published  them.  Cap- 
tain Thompson  never  descended  to  speak 
of  them,  nor  of  M&  Macaulay 's  opinions 
of  me.  -L  cannot  therefore  have  been  in- 
fluenced by  them,  as  Mr.  Macaulay  pre- 
tends to  suppose.  ^  — 


" 
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As  to  my  removal   from    Canada,    Mr. 
Macaulay  having  most  improperly  intro- 
duced the  subject,  I  shall  concisely  relate, 
that  I   did  feel  it  my  indispensable  duty, 
and  did  represent  to  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment,    the   conduct   of    the    Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Upper  Canada  in  1806  and  7, 
as  unjust  and  oppressive  to  individuals,  and 
likely  to  prove  injurious  to  the  province ; 
in  consequence  of  which  the  Secretary  of 
State  called  me  to  England,  recommended 
me  for  another  judicial  appointment  supe- 
rior in  rank  and  salary  to  that  which  I  had 
left;  and  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
6th  of  April,  1811,    delivered  his  opinion 
of  me  in  such  terms  of  approbation  as  con- 
firmed the  correctness  of  my  conduct. 

I  cannot  avoid  calling  the  reader's  atten- 
tion to  these  letters,  to  the  situation  of  the 
writer,  and  to  the  stations  of  the  gentle- 
men on  whom  he  thus  familiarly  comments; 
arid  must  remark  the  candour  with  which 
he  displays  his  presumption,  his  objects, 
and  his  apprehensions,  even  while  the  Co- 
lony was  "in  transitu"  between  the  Com- 
pany and  the  Government. 
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Though  I  never  was  gratified  before  with 
Mr.  Macaulay's  delineation  of  my  eha* 
racter,  yet  I  well  knew  how  his  little  se- 
lect party  considered  me,  and  I  shall  re* 
turn  the  obligation  with  a  few  extracts  from 
the  letters  of  a  gentleman,  whom  even 
Mr.  Macaulay  will  allow  to  be  of  high 
authority,  I  allude  to  Governor  Thompson* 


«  Sierra  Leone,  Aug.  14,  1809- 

"  I  knew  perfectly  all  along  that 
"  you  would  never  come  out  here  if  the 
"  Sierra  Leone  Company  could  help  it. 
"  Many  times  have  I  heard  them  discus* 
"  sing  the  dangers  that  would  arise  from 
"  you.  I  know  they  took  sweet  counsel 
"  together  to  put  you  away  privily.  They 
"  thought  me  safe,  and  to  their  confusion 
"  they  found  me  honest" 


"  Hull,  Nov.  12, 

"  I  verily  believe  you  need  not  be 
"  much  alarmed  about  staying  long  in 
«*  Africa,  if  a  certain  party  could  be  as- 
4C  sisting  in  your  return.  I  am  afraid  you 
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"  are  held  likely  to  be  a  very  refractory 
"  limb  of  your  profession.  You  know  I 
"  get  in  some  measure  behind  the  cur- 
"  tain,  and  know  the  different  detestable 
"  ways  in  which  that  party  always  assail 
"  the  man  they  love  not ;  however,  I  know 
"  you  are  not  to  be  deterred  by  such  things 
"  as  these/' 

After  such  evidence  of  the  party's  dis- 
satisfaction at  my  appointment,  so  little 
did  it  induce  any  thing  like  hostility  against 
Mr.  Macaulay,  that  from  the  day  I  landed 
at  Sierra  Leone,  all  the  necessary  dealings 
I  had,  were  carried  on  at  his  store,  until  the 
conduct  of  his  brother,  who  was  his  agent, 
became  so  reprehensible,  that  I  was  obliged 
to  purchase  elsewhere  ;  and  when  his  rela- 
tion, Mr.  Kenneth  Macaulay,  was  dis- 
placed by  me  from  the  office  of  Marshal 
to  the  Court  of  Vice-admiralty,  for  the 
grossest  impropriety,  I  caused  his  brother, 
Mr.  George  Macaulay,  (who  was  as  ami- 
able,  as  the  other  was  vicious)  to  be  ap- 
pointed in  his  place. 

The  lastYnotive  Mr.  Macaulay  attributes 
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to  me,  for  the  "  bitterness"  with  which  he 
says,  I  "  uniformly  mention  his  name  and 
"  impute  the  basest  and  most  flagitious 
"  motives  for  all  he  has  done,  or  attempted 
to  do,  for  Africa,"  is,  his  "  not  comply- 
ing with  the  earnest  application  of  Dr. 
Thorpe,  for  the  loan  of  a  sum  of  mo- 
"  ney."  I  must  briefly  state  this  transac- 
tion. In  March  1808,  I  was  obliged  to 
engage  the  packet  at  Falmouth  to  bring 
my  family  (consisting  of  ten  persons)  from 
New  York  to  England,  on  account  of  the 
embargo  on  shipping  in  America.  My 
expences  being  very  heavy,  I  enquired  who 
was  appointed  King's  Agent  for  Sierra 
Leone,  and  was  informed  Mr.  Z.  Macau- 
lay,  No.  26,  Birchin-lane.  I  called  on 
Mr.  Macaulay,  who  allowed  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  King's  Agent  had  been  pro- 
mised to  him.  I  then  mentioned  my 
want  of  4001. ;  and  as  there  was  nearly 
7501.  due  to  me  as  Chief  Justice  of  Sierra 
Leone,  I  hoped  he  would  advance  me  what 
I  required,  as  he  could  soon  reimburse  him- 
self; to  which  he  replied,  he  "  could  not 
"  comply  with  my  request,  as  he  had  ad- 
"  vanced  3001.  to  Governor  Dav,  which  he 


XXIX 

"  had  lost/'  This  comprises  the  whole  of 
my  applications  to  Mr.  Macaulay,  on  mo- 
ney or  any  other  subject.  My  subsequent 
conduct  to  himself  and  his  relatives  must 
prove,  that  I  was  not  influenced  by  his  re- 
fusal. He  really  appears  conscious  of  de- 
serving, what,  no  personal  consideration 
could  have  induced  me  to  inflict 

The  disclosure  of  private  transactions, 
for  which  Mr.  Macaulay  unjustly  censures 
Captain  Thompson,  he  does  not  consider 
flagitious  when  practised  by  himself ! 

Mr.  Macaulay,  in  vindication  of  the  ex* 
tract  of  that  letter  which  gives  his  ideas  on 
the  subject  of  African  Slavery,  (page  47  of 
my  pamphlet)  labours  to  impress,  that  this 
was  the  first  time  his  letters  had  been  pub- 
lished, and  that  I  should  have  given   his 
entire  letters,   from  which  he  says,  "  the 
"  most  uninformed  reader  could  not  have 
w  had  a  doubt  of  his  real  views  and  inten- 
"  tions."     Mr.  Macaulay  had  seen  his  let- 
ters in  the  state  I  have  given  them,  printed 
by  order  of   Captain  Thompson,    in  the 
Sierra  Leone  Gazette,  above  six  years  ago. 
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% — Why  did  he  not  then  call  on  Captain 
Thompson  to  publish  his  letters  entire,  to 
make  his  "  real  views  and  intentions"  more 
apparent  ?  No  man  could  have  done  him 
more  justice  ! — Mr.  Macaulay  also  knew 
his  letters  were  published  in  the  state  I 
have  given  them,  by  Mr.  Grant,  in  Lon- 
don, above  four  years  ago.     Why  did  he 
not  then  exclaim,  "  Give  the  whole  of  my 
"  letters?  Give  my  entire  correspondence." 
Captain  Thompson  and  Mr,  Grant  were 
then  on  the  spot,  and  could  have  produced 
ample  proof  of  his  real  views  and  inten- 
tions ;  but  the  Sierra  Leone  Gazettes  could 
not  acquire  much  publicity,  and  Captain 
Thompson  was  privately  assailed  to  save  the 
party.     Mr.    Grant,   sunk   by   oppression, 
could    pot    uphold   his    publication,    and 
though  admirably  written,  it  was  strangled 
in   the  very  birth.     Mr.    Macaulay  knew 
every  circumstance  I  have  related,  yet  he 
would  delude  the  public  to  believe   that 
this  was  the  first  time  (1815)  his  letters  had 
appeared ;    that  I  had  obtained  them  to 
"  attribute  base  and  sordid  views  to  him," 
and  had  "  given  garbled  extracts  from  hos-  . 
4<  tile  motives."    I  only  made  them  illus* 
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trative  of  the  subject  on  which  I  was  writ* 
ing;  and  on  mentioning  the  system  of  ap- 
prenticing the  captured  Negroes  under  the 
Abolition  Act,  I  stated  in  p.  47>  "  This  sub- 
stitute for  the  Slave-trade  appears  evi- 
dently to  have  been  a  premeditated  plan, 
well  laid  before  the  act  passed;"  and 
gave  the  extract  from  Mr.  Macaulay's  let- 
ter (in  the  shape  I  had  found  it  twice  pub- 
lished) to  shew  whose  offspring  it  probably 
might  have  been.  Mr.  Macaulay,  to  con- 
vince his  readers  that  I  had  ineffectually 
endeavoured  "  to  prove  he  had  formed  a 
"  settled  purpose  of  establishing  slavery  at 
"  Sierra  Leone,"  by  giving  only  extracts  of 
his  letters,  has  published  his  letters  entire, 
and  subjoined  various  other  luminous  com- 
positions, yet,  throughout  the  whole  of  this 
elaborate  compound,  he  allows,  that  he 
did  think  this  system  of  apprenticeship 
the  best  plan  for  civilizing  Africa,  to  satisfy 
"  the  most  uninformed  of  his  real  views 
"  and  intentions;" — I  confess  he  has  been 
wonderfully  successful ;  Ire  has  gone  much 
beyond  any  thing  I  had  insinuated,  for  he 
openly  avows,  that  he  had  considered  re- 
dcemlng  the  natives  of  Africa,  and  appren- 
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ticing  them  in  Sierra  Leone,  was  the  best  mode 
of  civilizing  Africa ;  that  is  whenever  Mr. 
Macaulay  and  his  friends  go  into  Africa  to 
purchase  Negroes,  they  redeem  or  ransom 
natives,  but  when  other  traders  go  for  the 
same  purpose,  they  buy  slaves;  the  inge- 
nuity of  this  distinction  every  one  will  per- 
ceive. Thus  he  upholds  the  Slave  trading 
principle,  but  by  apprenticing  the  Negro 
at  Sierra  Leone  for  7  years,  or  to  21  years 
of  age,  Africa  is  to  become  civilized  !  I 
will  suppose  his  plan  carried  into  effect, 
yet  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  regula- 
tions for  their  slaves,  will  afford  as  much 
chance  of  redemption,  and  more  for  good 
treatment  than  Mr.  Macaulay's;  but  what 
chance  has  the  Slave  when  carried  to  Sierra 
Leone,  that  every  part,  or  any  favourable 
part  of  his  indenture  will  be  enforced  ? 
The  poor  Negroe  is  ignorant  of  the  inden- 
ture ;  he  cannot  be  a  party;  who  is  to  bind 
him  ?  Who  is  to  liberate  him  ?  Who  is  to 
secure  him  from  being  removed  or  resold? 
or  who  is  to  be  answerable  that  the  severity 
of  his  labour  may  not  be  augmented,  as 
the  term  of  his  apprenticeship  is  contract- 
ed ?  Are  the  public  officers  (placed  and 


displaced  by  Mr.  Macaulay)  to  be  the  se- 
curity ;  or  will  the  white  traders  at  Sierra 
Leone  be  assiduous  to  cancel  the  bond  of 
slavery  >  to  liberate  the  African,  and  restore 
him  to  civilize  his  native  country  ?  Mr. 
Macaulay,  however,  (many  years  after  his 
confidential  letters  had  been  published  and 
his  project  exposed),  in  an  ebullition  of  hu- 
mility declares,  "  I  certainly  am  not  soli- 
"  citous  to  exculpate  myself  from  the 
"  charge  of  speculative  error  on  this  point ; 
"  I  am  willing  to  give  up  my  judgment 
"  to  the  severest  animadversions  of  Dr. 
"  Thorpe,  I  am  only  desirous  of  shewing 
"  that  I  am  not  fairly  chargeable  with  un- 
"  friendly  views  to  Africa,  or  with  any  low 
"  and  sordid  purpose,  in  having  mooted 
"  this  great  question ;"  that  is,  it  is  not 
unfriendly  to  Africa  to  carry  on  the 
Slave  Trade  to  Sierra  Leone,  nor  is  it  for 
any  "  low  and  sordid  purpose,"  he  would 
employ  slaves  there  on  tropical  produce 
for  his  own  benefit,  after  having  used  his 
utmost  exertion  to  prevent  their  being  sent 
to  other  parts  of  the  empire,  to  work  for 
those  who  had  exhausted  health  and  capi- 
tal to  obtain  that  benefit ;  this  is  not  only 
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satisfactory  evidence  of  the  truth  of  rtty 
statement,  but  an  acknowledgement  of  an 
organized  plan  to  perpetuate,  under  the 
most  plausible  pretences,  all  that  Capt. 
Thompson  has  said  or  written  concerning 
the  system  of  slave  trading  pursued  at  Si- 
erra Leone;  and  also  a  confirmation  of 
what  the  native  Kings  and  Chiefs,  con- 
tiguous to  Sierra  Leone,  wrote  to  our  in- 
estimable Monarch,  "  that  his  subjects  in 
"  Sierra  Leone  had  always  been  clandes- 
"  tinely  trading  in  slaves;"  and  specifically 
named  Messrs.  Macaulay,  Ludlam,  Dawes, 
and  Smith.  These  letters  are  in  Arabic, 
and  deposited  with  Mr.  Chisholm,  the 
King's  agent  for  the  Colony.  I  have  only 
now  to  assure  Mr.  Macaulay,  that  from  the 
full  disclosure  he  has  made  of  his  letters 
and  genuine  sentiments,  I  perfectly  agree 
with  him,  "  that  the  most  uninformed  of 
"  his  readers  cannot  have  a  doubt  of  his 
4C  real  views  and  intentions/'  I  shall  not 
make  any  "  severe  animadversions"  on  his 
conduct,  but  consign  him  to  the  mildest 
animadversions  the  nation  can  pass  on  his 
<c  speculative  errors/' 


Mr.  Macaulay  proceeds—"  On  another 
"  private  letter  of  mine,  dated  the  26th  of 
"  February,  1807,  Dr.  Thorpe  endeavours 
"  to  found  a  charge  of  ambition  and  rapa- 
"  city."  This  is  the  letter  in  which  Mr* 
Macaulay  suggests,  that  it  would  be  de- 
sirable to  place  the  Western  Coast  of  Af- 
rica under  the  management  of  Mr.  Thorn- 
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ton,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  and  others,  not  only 
Sierra  Leone,  but  Goree,  Cape  Coast  Castle, 
and  all  the  forts  on  the  Gold  Coast;  and 
also  to  establish  new  settlements,  and  ju- 
diciously place  "  a  dozen  or  more  Consuls*' 
between  the  Gambia  and  Angola.  Mr. 
Macaulay's  defence  is  simply  this — "  It 
"  will  not,  I  am  persuaded,  be  thought  ne- 
"  cessary,  that  I  should  formally  defend 
"  myself  from  the  imputation  of  desiring 
"  to  see  the  affairs  of  Africa  committed  to 
"  such  hands  as  those  of  Messrs.  Thornton, 
<c  Wilberforce/'  &c.  &c.  Whatever  crimi- 
"  nality  may  attach  to  this  desire,  I  must 
"  plead  guilty  to  the  charge  of  having  en* 
"  tertained  it.  It  is  a  wish  I  am  not  ashamed 
"  of  having  formed/' 

From  Mr.  Macaulay's  letters  it  will  evi- 
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deritly  appear  he  was  the  officious  oracle 
that  suggested  all  matters,  and  arranged 
every  plan  for  the  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone. 
To  uphold  the  old  interest  of  the  Sierra 
Leone  Company,  he  managed  at  home  the 
formation  of  the  African  Institution  ;  but 
the  grand  project  of  getting  the  whole  Wes- 
tern Coast  of  Africa  under  the  direction  of 
his  select  friends,  was  to  have  been  started 
(as  it  appears)  by  Governor  Ludlam  abroad; 
for  Mr.  Macaulay  intimates,  that  "  the 
"  same  truths  will  do  more  good  coming 
"  from  you  (Gov.  Ludlam)  than  from 
"  me."  ' 

•  Mr*  Macaulay's  entire  management  of 
the  Sierra  Leone  Company,  and  his  in- 
fluence over  the  Directors,  no  one  will 
deny  ;  nor  will  it  be  denied,  that  he  carried 
the  same  weight  into  the  African  Institu- 
tion, where  he  maintains  it  to  this  day; 
then  is  it  not  clear,  that  his  first  suggesting 
such  a  Board,  and  placing  it  solely  under 
the  direction  of  his  particular  friends,  whom 
he  had  directed  in  all  African  concerns, 
for  fifteen  years,  must  have  insured  him  his 
old  situation  of  Director  over  the  Directors ; 


xxxvii 

and  if  so  large  a  portion  of  a  hemisphere 
for  his  management,  patronage,  and  emo- 
lument was  not  ambition,  I  know  not  what 
constitutes    ambition.      A   Roman  Pontiff 
would   not  have  distributed    more    abun- 
dantly.    An  Indian  Nabob  would  not  have 
desired  such  an  immensity  of  space  for  his 
sphere  of  action ;  yet  Mr.  Macaulay  says, 
Jie   is   "  not   ashamed"   of  having  formed 
such   a  plan.     He  had  at  that  time,  Feb. 
1807,    nearly   a   monopoly    of    the    trade 
at  Sierra  Leone,  (the  profits  of  which  he 
naturally  does  not  wish  to  disclose) — where- 
ever  he  had  placed  his  "  twelve  Consuls  or 
*'  more/'   between    the    Gambia   and   the 
Angola,  he  would  in  all  probability  have 
acquired  the  same  pre-eminence  in  trade. 
Was   not  this  enough  to  satiate  the  most 
grasping  avarice  ?    Yet  he  wanted  Goree 
under   his    direction ;    Senegal   must   have 
fallen  to  him  also ;  and  then  comes  a  sweep- 
ing clause  to  control  all  the  forts  on  the 
Gold  Coast,  which  had  been  long  and  well 
managed  by  an  old  and  respectable  Char- 
tered Company.    It  is  necessary  to  observe, 
that  these  forts  export  nearly  one  million 
annually  to  England  ;   and  when  Mr. 
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caulay,  through  his  Board,  had  obtained 
the  chief  command  over  those  places,  he 
would,  of  course,  have  crept  into  the  trade 
of  every  one  of  them,  to  the  great  injury 
of  those  Firms,  who  had  regularly  and  ho- 
nestly toiled  for  it  under  a  vertical  sun. 

Mr.  Macaulay  does  not  think  this  ra- 
pacity !  and  he  is  "  not  ashamed"  of  having 
formed  such  a  plan !  I  appeal  to  every 
man,  who  knew  Mr.  Thornton,  and  knows 
Mr.  Wilberforce,  and  who  has  had  an  op- 
portunity of  observing  Mr.  Macaulay's  in- 
fluence over  them,  if  it  is  not  evident  that 
the  chief  management  of  such  a  Board  must 
have  rested  with  Mr.  Macaulay. 

Every  mercantile  gentleman  would  de- 
clare, that  under  such  circumstances  the 
largest  portion  of  the  whole  trade  must 
have  attached  to  this  Chief  Manager. 

This  being  the  case,  it  is  for  the  Public 
to  determine  whether  the  project  was  not 
rapacious  as  well  as  ambitious?  though  Mr. 
Macaulay  is  not  "  ashamed"  of  having 
formed  it — and  perhaps  he  is  not  ashamed 
of  causing  it  to  be  proposed  to  Ministers. 
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I  acknowledge  Mr.  Macaulay  does  not  ap- 
pear much  alive  to  the  influence  of  shame  ! 

Mr.  Macaulay  says  "  there  remains  to 
"  be  noticed  a  third  letter  of  mine,  in- 
"  serted  by  Dr.  Thorpe,  p.  31."  He  then 
goes  on  in  his  former  strain  as  to  what 
right  Captain  Thompson  and  I  had  to  give 
it  publicity,  and  lays  great  stress  on  its 
being  written  in  1807,  and  read  in  1815. 
I  have  already  stated,  my  reason  for  re- 
publishing  this  letter  was  to  shew  his 
*'  immediate  interference  with  Govern- 
**  ment  from  1807 ;"  and  Mr.  Macaulay 
establishes  what  I  had  written  by  exhi- 
biting four  heavy  productions  of  his  own 
to  Ministers  about  the  same  time,  and  ar- 
gues, that  from  these  his  respect  for  Mi- 
nisters must  be  inferred,  not  from  his  real 
sentiments  given  to  his  bosom  friend,  be- 
cause he  never  intended  such  sentiments 
should  have  been  published  ! 

He  always,  it  appears, gratuitously  thought 
and  wrote  on  African  subjects,  "  to  save" 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  "  the  trouble  of 
«  thinking ;"  and  argues,  that  he  is  confi- 
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dent,  Lord  Castlereagh  and  Mr.  COOKC 
will  excuse  his  hypocrisy,  as  they  would 
practise  the  same  in  their  own  private  in- 
tercourse ! 

Another  part  of  Mr.  Macaulay's  vindi- 
cation, is  by  publishing  a  letter  of  Mr. 
Ludlam's  (Appendix  9,  of  Mr.  M/s  letter), 
stating  objections  to  the  Abolition,  and  thus 
Mr.  M.  most  amiably  criminates  his  friend 
(no  longer  able  to  defend  himself)  in  hopes 
of  escaping  cenusre  for  desiring  him  not  to 
express  his  real  real  sentiments ;  but  this 
momentary  difference  in  opinion  is  very  sus- 
picious ;  every  one  knew  Mr.  Ludlam  only 
thought  and  acted  in  conformity  with  Mr. 
Macaulay's  wishes.  However,  the  reasons 
for  this  delusive  collision  of  sentiment  will 
be  evident  as  I  proceed. 

It  is  really  necessary  to  turn  from  this 
extraordinary  letter  to  this  more  extraor- 
dinary man — uneducated  for  any  profes- 
sion, and  uninstructed  for  any  regular 
system  of  mercantile  pursuits,  he  was 
brought  from  a  subordinate  station  in  a 
"West  Indian  plantation  to  the  service  of 
the  Sierra  Leone  Company,  with  a  salary 
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(as  I  learn)  of  four  hundred  a  year ;   he 
managed  their  concerns  for  many   years ; 
four  hundred  thousand  pounds  of  privato 
and    public    property    was    wasted,     the 
Company  sink  to  insolvency,  and  the  ma- 
naging   servant   rises    to   affluence,    forms 
a  new  association   with  his  old  friends  the 
nominal  Directors,  undertakes  to  plan  and 
regulate   it  gratuitously,    and    denominates 
himself  at  once  an  African  Merchant!   We 
read  his  letter,  (dated  Nov.  4,  1807),  speak- 
ing of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  in  a  tone  of 
familiarity  and  disrespect,  that  a  continued 
intimacy  from  college   would   not  justify, 
even  between  persons  of  equal  rank.  I  have 
before  me  his  public  letter  to  the  Duke  of 
Gloucester,    proclaiming   "   the   flattering 
"  kindness  he  has  received  from   him,  and 
"  the  many  noble  and   distinguished  cha- 
"  racters  with  whom  he  had    been   asso- 
**  ciated  for  eight  years;"  and  the  way  he 
has  obtruded  himself  into  every  official  de- 
partment is  well  known.     I  hope  I  am  not 
overloaded  with  aristocratic  notions,  yet  I 
must  declare   that  I   consider  the  encou- 
ragement of  this  sort  of  conduct  as  setting 
at  defiance  all  distinctions  in  society.     It 
pannot  be  palliated  by  the  man's  possessing 
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great  talents,  extensive  learning,  or  ele<* 
gant  manners,  for  he  has  no  pretensions  to 
any  of  them, 

Mr.  Macaulay  adverts  to  charges  and  in- 
sinuations against  himself,  in  my  Letter  to 
Mr.  Wilberforce,  of  which  he  says,  I  have 
not  "  adduced  a  tittle  of  evidence/'  and 
makes  them  amount  to  fourteen.  Did  I  not 
challenge  investigation,  that  I  might  prove 
every  statement  I  had  made  ?  I  shall  now 
follow  him  in  every  one  point  to  which  he 
insinuates  that  proof  is  required. 

1.  Dr.  Thorpe  affirms,  "  the  trade  was 
"  secured  to  their  managing  Secretary." 
Mr.  M.  answers,  "  No  such  step  was  ever 
"  taken  by  the  Board,  or  any  Member  of 
"  the  Board,  to  secure  or  promote  my 
"  trade ;  when  the  Sierra  Leone  Company 
*  ceased  to  trade  to  the  Colony,  I  felt  my- 
"  self  fully  at  liberty  to  export  goods  thi- 
"  ther."  I  must  here  remark,  that  if  he  con- 
sidered himself  not  at  liberty  to  trade  to 
Sierra  Leone,  before  the  Company  ceased  to 
trade,  he  certainly  did  trade  without  liberty  ; 
for  he  sent  goods  there  long  before  the  Com- 
pany ceased,  and  even  consigned  them 
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to  his  friend,  the  Company's  Governor, 
who  distributed  them  to  others  to  barter, 
and  collected  the  proceeds  for  Mr.  Ma- 
caulay.  Now,  as  to  "  trade  being  secured 
<c  to  their  managing  Secretary  ;"  it  is  not 
to  be  supposed,  that  I  meant  an  Act  of 
Parliament  was  passed  to  secure  him 
the  trade  ;  that  the  Directors  were  to  go 
round  engaging  customers  for  him  ;  or  that 
the  old  Servants  of  the  Company,  the 
new  servants  of  the  Crown,  and  the  set- 
tlers in  the  Colony,  were  by  letter  to  be 
influenced  to  deal  only  with  Mr.  Ma- 
caulay.  There  wras  no  necessity  for  such 
interference.  All  the  civil  officers  in  the 
Colony  were  known  to  be  under  the  in- 
fluence of  Mr.  Macaulay  ;  and  no  one  was 
allowed  to  proceed  to  his  station,  that  was 
not  supposed  to  have  received  his  appoint- 
ments through  the  same  interest. 


Even  the  first  ship  of  war  sent  to 
Colony  after  the  transfer,  was  selected  on 
account  of  her  Commander  having  been 
particularly  connected  with  this  party,  and 
Mr.  Macaulay's  influence  over  the  Colony 
through  the  Government,  (after  the  trans- 
fer), was  known  to  be  as  great  as  it  had  been 
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under  the  Company  ;  therefore  "  the  trade 
"  was  evidently  secured  to  their  managing 
"  Secretary,"  without  any  specific  recom- 
mendation. 

2.  Mr.  Macaulay  says,  "  I  never  had, 
*•*  nor  could  I  have  a  monopoly  of  the 
"  trade  of  Sierra  Leone,  nor  any  thing 
"  which  approached  to  a  monopoly  of  the 
"  trade.  Mr.  Vanneck,  Mr.  Hamilton,  and 
"  Mr.  Nicol  testified,  in  the  most  unqualir- 
c<  fied  terms,  that  nothing  of  monopoly 
"  either  existed  now  or  at  any  other  time 
"  at  Sierra  Leone."  I  never  said  Mr.  M. 
had  a  monopoly  of  the  trade,  because  the 
law  did  not  allow  it;  but,  though  I  did  not 
state  it  before,  I  now  do  affirm,  he  had  in 
1807  what  approached  to  it,  and  Messrs. 
Vanneck,  Hamilton,  and  Nicol  would  say 
the  same,  and  even  declare,  that  no  per- 
son, not  possessed  of  large  capital,  could 
venture  to  ship  articles  from  England  to 
traders  in  the  Colony,  fearful  of  encoun- 
tering, not  Mr.  Macaulay 's  competition, 
but  his  persecution.  Captain  Thompson, 
when  Governor,  very  properly  encouraged 
competition  in  trade  to  the  Colony,  and 
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he  considered  that  encouragement  to  be 
one  cause  of  his  removal.  As  early  as 
1812,  Governor  Maxwell  (as  he  informed 
me)  wrote  to  Mr.  Wilberforce,  complain- 
ing of  Mr.  Macaulay 's  exorbitant  charges 
being  very  injurious  to  the  Colony,  which 
could  not  have  been  necessary  had  there 
been  a  really  free  trade  in  existence. 

Mr.  Macaulay  then  chooses  a  particular 
period,  and  publishes  a  list  of  seventy-eight 
vessels,  which  had  landed  goods  at  Sierra 
Leone  in  thirteen  months.  In  this  list  he  in* 
eludes  all  the  captured  ships  (with,  or  with- 
out slaves)  that  had  landed  prize  goods,  the 
government  and  other  little  colonial  ves- 
sels that  carry  articles  for  barter,  or  convey 
provisions  from  the  adjoining  rivers,  and  all 
the  vessels  that  touch  at  the  Colony,  going 
up  and  down  the  coast  for  water,  for 
wood,  and  to  sell  or  exchange  a  little  to- 
bacco, rum,  flour,  hams,  cheese,  &c.  £c. 
for  any  trifling  articles  they  may  want  on 
board ;  and  thus  Mr.  Macaulay  would 
induce  the  public  to  believe  from  this 
list  of  vessels,  and  his  own  comment,  that 
he  has  only  one  thirteenth  part  of  the 


trade ;  whereas,  as  I  have  before  stated^, 
he  has  nearly  the  whole,  and  is  the  only 
person  who  has  regular  ships  trading  from 
England  to  Sierra  Leone. 

Mr.  George  Frazer*  of  Commercial 
Buildings,  has  sent  out  some  articles  to 
Governor  Maxwell  and  Mr*  Carr,  two  or 
three  times.  Mr.  Nichol,  of  Austin  Fri- 
ars, shipped  some  goods  to  Mr.  Carr  once. 
Mr.  Stokes,  of  Throgmorton-street,  has 
sent  out  articles  once  to  Mr.  Nicol.  Mr. 
Allen,  of  Plough-court,  sent  a  few  things 
to  the  poor  Black  settlers.  An  adventurer 
may  sometimes  stop  at  Sierra  Leone  with 
dry  goods,  &c.  Wine,  in  small  quantities, 
will  occasionally  come  from  Teneriffe ;  but 
except  some  large  cargoes  condemned  in 
the  Colony  (which  can  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  regular  trade  of  the  place)  Mr. 
Macaulay  has  landed  ten  times  as  much 
from  one  ship  as  all  the  others.  Never- 
theless this  gentleman,  having  obtained  a 
return  from  his  relation,  who  is  Collector  of 
the  Customs  at  Sierra  Leone,  makes  this 
delusive  display,  to  avoid  the  appearance 
of  engrossing  the  trade,  in  the  same  way  as 
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lie  bad  done  in  the  "  African  Institution 
Report"  of  February  last,  to  prove  the  cap- 
tured Negroes  were  properly  disposed  of, 
by  a  similar  sort  of  return,  from  the  same 
relation,  in  his  capacity  of  Superintendant 
of  captured  Negroes^, 

The  next  thing  to  be  noticed,  is  a  return 
from  the  same  person  in  the  same  way,  of 
41  vessels  carrying  produce  from  the  Co- 
lony, as  if  the  Colony  itself  produced  any 
thing  but  a  few  bags  of  coffee  for  Governor 
Maxwell,  and  a  few  bags  of  cotton  for  Mr. 
Kenneth  Macaulay,  from  the  appropriation 
of  the  unrewarded  labour  of  the  captured 
Slaves. 

Camwood,  ivory,  and  rice  are  brought 
to  the  Colony.  Vessels  leaving  Sierra  Le- 
one may  take  a  small  portion  of  these  ar- 
ticles;  but,  there  are  no  vessels  of  any  con- 
sequence regularly  freighted  from  the  Colony 
except  Mr.  Macaulay 's,  or  on  his  account. 

Should  the  African  Institution  not  have 
determination  sufficient  to  force  investiga- 


xlviii  - 

tion,    nor    any  active  member  of  eithet 
House  of  Parliament,  have  leisure  to  bring 
this  question  forward,  I  hope  some  judi- 
cious discriminating  reader  will  inquire   of 
traders  who  frequent  the  coast  concerning 
this  return  of  vessels  said  to  import  to,  and 
export   from,   Sierra  Leone,    and   remark 
Mr.  Macaulay's  mode  of  converting  it,  to 
screen  from  the  public  eye  the  actual  state 
of  his  trade  to  and  from  that  Colony ;  he 
will  be  convinced   of  its  being  the  most 
plausible  piece  of  deception  ever  attempt- 
ed to  be  imposed  on  the  credulity  of  the 
nation. 

3.  Mr.  Macaulay  asserts  "  that  he  is  sim- 
"  ply  indebted  to  himself  for  whatever  part 
"  of  the  Sierra  Leone  trade  he  enjoys  ;  and 
"  that  his  success  was  certainly  impeded, 
"  instead  of  being  promoted,  by  his  situ- 
"  ation  of  Secretary  to  the  Institution/' 
He  makes  this  assertion  publicly  when  it  is 
notorious  that  every  emolument  he  derived 
atSierraLeone,  was  from  his  connexion,  first 
with  the  Sierra  Leone  Company,  and  after- 
wards from  the  same  old  interest  in  the  Afri- 
can Institution,  keeping  him  pre-emineixt* 
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Did  not  the  Company  bring  him  into 
notice  at  Sierra- Leone  ?  Did  not  the  Com- 
pany send  him  out  as  Governor  ?  Did  not 
his  situation  under  the  Company  open  his 
trade  in  the  Colony,  and  create  his  autho- 
rity over  subsequent  Governors  and  all  de- 
scriptions of  persons  there  ?  Did  not  his 
influence  with  the  Directors  of  the  Com- 
pany introduce  him  to  every  official  depart- 
ment in  London,  and  to  all  those  eminent 
persons  about  whom  he  familiarly  writes, 
that  he  "  has  associated  with  for  eight 
"  years/' 

Mr.  Macaulay  speaks  of  the  extensive 
commercial  concerns  in  which  he  is  at  pre- 
sent engaged,  and  even  complains  how 
much  his  private  concerns  had  suffered 
from  his  attention  to  the  Institution ;  yet 
it  is  acknowledged  that  he  had  no  trade 
until  he  connected  himself  with  the  Com- 
pany, and  he  allows  that  he  ought  not  to 
have  traded  to  Sierra  Leone  until  the  Com- 
pany ceased  to  trade  in  1807-  It  is  not 
less  manifest  that  his  obtaining  the  same 
power  over  the  Directors  of  the  Institu- 
tion, which  his  connexion  with  the  Com- 
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pany  procured  him,  has  extended  his  trade 
with  the  Colony  tenfold,  for  he  had  little  or 
none  (as  I  learn  from  good  authority)  un- 
til 1808  :  yet  he  tells  us  he  is  solely  indebt- 
ed to  himself,  reiterates  his  gratuitous  ser- 
vices to  the  Institution,  and  complains  of 
his  losses  and  trouble  from  his  disinterested 
efforts  for  Africa,  although  nearly  all  he 
possesses  he  obtained  by  the  one,  and  ne- 
ver did  any  thing  beneficial  for  the  other. 

Look  at  his  extensive  commercial  deal- 
ings.    He  has  nearly  the  entire  trade  from 
London  to  Sierra  Leone.  He  has  the  whole 
supply  of  the  Navy  stationed  on  the  coast. 
He  has  nearly  all  the  agencies  of  the  Navy, 
and    the   African   garrisons.     He  has  the 
Government  Agency  of  Berbice,  (which  he 
obtained  by  the  same  old  interest.)     His 
concerns  with  the  coast  have  brought  on  a 
connexion  at  Madeira,  and  he  has  crept  to 
the  Isle  of  France  to  obtain  India  goods 
for  the  trade  I  have  specified.     He  is  stock- 
broker for  the  connexions  arising  from  this 
trade,  and  he  underwrites  some  vessels;  all 
and  every  part  of  this  arises  from  his  origi- 
nal service  under  the  Sierra  Leone  Com- 


li 

pany,  and  has  been  continued  and  in- 
creased by  his  situation  in  the  African  In- 
stitution* whether,  we  consider  what  arises 
from  his  private  connection,  or  what  is  in- 
duced by  his  influence  with  public  depart- 
ments. 

4  Mr.  Macaulay  wishes  to  vindicate  him- 
self from  the  suspicion  of  deriving  advantage 
by  the  freight  for  cotton  seeds,  &c.  that  were 
sent  out.  I  said  "  the  Secretary  knew  the 
"  Colony  was  not  in  a  state  to  receive  such 
cc  articles;  private  advantage  seemed  to 
<c  have  been  the  only  motive.'*  I  only  at- 
tributed to  him  not  giving  such  informa- 
tion as  might  have  prevented  so  profuse  an 
expenditure.  He  does  not  vindicate  him- 
self, but  mentions  the  private  emolument 
trifling*  as  the  shipment  was  less  than 
4001.  The  advantage  being  little,  does  not 
prevent  the  culpability  being  great. 

5.  Mr.  Macaulay 's  apology  for  accepting 
the  piece  of  plate  for  importing  rice  is,  that 
he  made  a  present  of  the  amount  to  the  Afri- 
can Institution.  How  was  I  to  know  this  ?' 
Where  was  I  to  find  it.  I  even  complained 
d<2 


lii 

of.  this  waste  of  the  Institution  fund  to 
Mr.  Allen,  who  never  mentioned  this  do- 
nation of  50  guineas;  Mr.  Macaulay  says 
I  will  probably  admit  it  was  for  the  honor  of 
the  vote  he  accepted  it.  Prom  what  did 
the  honour  arise  ?  Mr.  Macaulay  must  have 
known  there  had  been  large  quantities  of 
rice  exported  before,  from  the  west  coast  of 
Africa, 

6.  Mr.  Macaulay's  apology  for  accepting 
the  piece  of  plate  value  100  guineas  is  ex- 
cellent !  "  Your  Royal  Highness  and  the 
"Board  were  pleased  to  think  that  five 
"  years  of  gratuitous  service  as  Secretary 
"  called  for  a  more  lasting  mark  of  appro- 
"  bation  than  a  vote  of  thanks,  and  I  ac- 
"  cepted  it  at  length  rather  in  deference  to 
"  the  kind  and  overwhelming  importunity  of 
"  your  Royal  Highness  and  the  Board,  than 
"  from  any  sense  that  it  was  a  merited  ap- 
"  plication  of  your  bounty." 

After  shewing  that  the  Institution  fund 
was  intended  solely  for  the  benefit  of 
Africa,  I  asked  "why  this  profuse  expendi- 
"  ture  on  Mr.  Macaulay  ?"  He  has  been 
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enriching  himself  in  all  he  has  done  for  the 
Sierra  Leone  Company  or  African  Institu- 
tion ;  he  has  obtained  every  thing  by  hit 
influence  over  their  leaders;  and  from 
what  I  have  before  mentioned,  the  public, 
I  presume,  will  think,  that  he  had  suffi- 
cient compensation  from  the  thousands  he 
annually  made  by  his  connexion  with  the 
Institution,  without  diminishing  q,  fund  col- 
lected by  subscription  for  charitable  pur- 
poses. Mr.  Macaulay's  conclusion,  that  it 
was  from  "overwhelming  importunity  he 
"  accepted  their  bounty,"  reminds  me  of 
Swift's  epigram  on  the  gentleman  who 


Out  of  his  great  bounty, 


<f  Built  a  fine  bridge  at  the  expence  of  the  county." 

7.  Mr.  Macaulay  makes  me  say,  "  that 
"  through  the  influence  of  the  Directors, 
"  he  obtained  great  freights  for  his  ships" 
• — and  declares  Mr.  Allen  was  the  only  Di- 
rector who  gave  him  any  freight,  whereas,  as 
I  said,  Mr.  Macaulay  "  obtained  every 
"  thing  by  his  influence  over  the  leaders  of 
"  the  Sierra  Leone  Company  and  African 
"  Institution.  He  thus  obtained  trade, 
*'  freight,  agency,  supply  of  the  Navy, 


*'  &c.  &c."  I  say  so  still,  that  all  of  which 
he  is  possessed  was  derived  from  that  influ- 
ence. Let  him  disprove  it  if  he  can,  I  ne- 
ver considered  any  particular  Directors 
having  given  him  freight,  or  interfering 
about  freight  for  him. 

8.  Mr.  Macaulay  acknowledges  his  Prize 
Agency,  but  says,  he  "  never  made  appli-? 
4fc  cation  for  it ;  he  is  grateful  for  this  proof 
"  of  confidence,     but   it  was   neither  e^- 
"  pected,  nor  solicited."     This  proves  what 
I  have  stated,  that  he  has  obtained  every 
thing  by  his  influence  over  the  leaders  of  the 
Sierra  Leone  Company  and  African  Insti- 
tution.    Is  it   to    be  supposed    that   such 
correct  and  distinguished  men  as  Captains 
Irby  and   Scpbell    would    leave  their  old 
agents,  and  go  to  a  man  of  whom   they 
knew  nothing,  and  unsolicited  appoint  ^im 
without  an  object  ?    No,  they  well  knew 
every  thing  connected  with  the  coast  of 
Africa,  Sierra  Leone,  and  the  Slave  Trade, 
was  to  be  done  by  "  the  little  select  party/' 
in  the  African  Institution,  and  that  as  Mr. 
Macaulay  led  that  party,  every  thing  was 
to  b&  done  by  him.     His  interest  would[ 
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cause  praise  or  prevent  censure.  Above 
all,  he  could  procure  the  head  money  for 
the  captured  slaves,  to  be  paid  at  the  Trea- 
sury. I  am  satisfied  those  gallant  Officers 
well  know  I  would  not  impute  any  thing  un- 
handsome to  them,  the  emolument  and 
comfort  of  their  ship's  company  was  their 
first  object,  themselves  the  last.  To  such 
an  extraordinary  length  did  this  influence 
extend,  that  some  of  the  most  distinguish- 
ed Officers  going  to  the  coast,  were  sent 
from  the  Admiralty  to  receive  their  in- 
structions from  Mr.  Macaulay,  in  Birchin- 
lane ! 

Loss,  vexation  and  public  embarrass- 
ment have  been  created  and  entailed  by  his 
ignorant  or  selfish  advice.  Why  has  he 
obliged  me  to  exhibit  such  instances  of  un- 
due influence  ? 

9,  Mr.  Macaulay  acknowledges  supply. 
ing  the  Navy,  on  the  coast,  with  provi- 
sions, and  states  u  my  agents  have  cer- 
"  tainly  supplied  the  ships  of  war,  sta- 
"  tioned  on  the  coast,  at  different  times, 
"  with  considerable  quantities  of  provi- 
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11  sions,  but  omy,  I  apprehend,  because 
"  they  were  to  be  rurchased  from  me 
"  on  better  terms  than  they  could  be 
u  procured  from  any  other  merchant/' 
In  the  first  place,  Mr.  Macaulay  knows, 
there  is  no  other  merchant  in  the  Co- 
lony to  supply  them ;  he  knows  there  is 
no  other  merchant  that  has  regular  ships 
from  England  to  ensure  a  regular  supply 
of  provisions,  and  if  there  was;  any  dispo- 
sal of  provisions  must  be  accidental,  for 
Mr.  Macaulay's  influence  with  the  navy 
would  ensure  him  such  a  preference  as  tq 
prevent  every  attempt  at  competition. 

After  Mr.  Macaulay,  by  applications  at 
public  departments,  has  positive  inform-, 
ation  of  the  men  of  war  that  are  to  go  to 
Sierra  Leone,  and  how  long  they  are  to  re- 
main, he  then  makes  his  calculations  about 
provisions  and  agency.  So  happily  does 
he  adjust  these  matters,  that  when  His  Ma- 
jesty's ship  Crocodile  sailed  for  Sierra  Le? 
one,  he  dispatched  a  ship,  at  the  same  time, 
full  of  stores  and  provisions  for  her  supply; 
which  it  would  have  been  unfriendly  in  her 
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Commander  to  have  carried  in  the  Croco- 
dile. 

In  his  quality  of  Secretary  to  the  African 
Institution,  he  assails  the  Commanders  of 
the  men  of  war,  repairing  to  the  coast,  with 
presents  of  the  Institution  "  Reports,"  &c. 
and  displays  his  consequence  in  so  many 
shapes  as  to  induce  a  belief  that  fame  and 
emolument  must  attach  to  his  exertions  for 
them  ;  consequently  every  effort  would  be 
made  to  promote  whatever  could  create 
advantage  for  him. 

However,  notwithstanding  this,  I  have 
known  some  strictly  conscientious  Com- 
manders go  even  to  Cape  Coast  to  seek 
for  biscuit,  so  dissatisfied  were  they  with 
JVIr.  Macaulay's  demands  at  Sierra  Leone. 

Although  I  very  reluctantly  undertook  to 
answer  this  gentleman,  yet  I  have  been 
much  amused  with  his  unprecedented  va- 
nity. 

10.  Mr.  Macaulay  means  to  reply  to 
this  passage  from  my  letter :  "  The  whole 
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«  control  of  every  thing  attached  to  the 
"  Colony,  there,  and  here,  has  been  with 
"  him,  (Mr.  Macaulay)  not  only  in  the 
"  Company's  time,  but  on  the  surrender  of 
"  the  Colony  to  Government  ;  he  arranged 
ef  the  offices,  and  recommended  the  per- 
"  sons  to  fill  them  ;"  and  he  writes  thus  : 
**  At  the  express  solicitation  of  the  Secre- 
"  tary  of  State,  I  took  much  pains  and 
"  trouble  to  procure  proper  persons  to  fill 
"  the  different  offices  in  the  Colony.  Of 
"  about  12  persons  whom  I  engaged  on 
"  behalf  of  Government  to  go  to  Sierra 
"  Leone,  at  that  time,  viz.  1808,  only  one 
"  was  in  the  slightest  degree  connected 
"  with  myself/'  "  Of  the  other  persons, 
"  particularly  Mr.  Grant,  Mr.  Vanneck, 
"  and  Mr.  Becket,  they  were  the  inti- 
"  mate  friends  of  Dr.  Thorpe;  they  can 
*'  doubtless  inform  him  what  were  the  sor- 
"  did  motives  which  influenced  my  selec-f 
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First,  let  me  observe,  that  I  did  not 
know  any  of  those  gentlemen  till  years  af» 
ter  his  selection  of  them  ;  that  his  \% 
friends  filled  all  the  chief  offices  ;  and  next 


let  me  assure  Mr.  Macaulay,  that  I  neve? 
Jieard  of  but  one  motive  for  his  conduct 
from  them,  which  was,  by  having  every 
person  in  the  Government  under  his  influ- 
ence that  he  would  secure  the  continuance 
of  his  commanding  mercantile  interest, 
making  *'  assurance  doubly  sure."  All  sa- 
lary and  other  Government  bills  would  ne- 
cessarily come  into  his  hands  ;  and  yet  he 
liberally  performed  this  severe  task  to 
oblige  the  Secretary  of  State  "gratuitously  !" 

Mr.  Macaulay  then  states  that  "  Lord 
"  Castlereagh  did  indeed  make  me  a  vo- 
"  luntary    offer  of   the  agency    of    Sierra 
"  Leone,  and  this  offer  I  should  probably 
"  have  accepted/'     Lord   Castlereagh  was 
fortunate  in  having  found  a  person  so  libe- 
ral tQ  supply  officers  for  the  establishment 
gratuitously,    when    the    estimate   for  the 
civil  list  of  Sierra   Leone  amounts  to  two 
thousand  three  hundred  pounds  annually 
more  than  any  other  Colony     It  is  a  most 
singular  instance  of  a  Secretary  of  State, 
voluntarily  offering  the  Agency  of  a  Co- 
lony to  a  person  almost  a  stranger;    but, 
the  modest  merit  of  this    gentleman  (as 


some  of  the  above  passages  testify)  must 
have  induced  his  lordship  to  go  an  unpre- 
cedented length  to  secure  his  valuable  as- 
sistance, particularly  as  the  appointment 
of  Agent  did  not  attach  to  his  Lordship's 
department. 

Indeed  I  have  much  of  Mr.  Macaulay's 
liberality  to  acknowledge,  for  he  points 
out  fourteen  statements  of  mine,  in  sup- 
port of  which  he  declares  I  do  not  "  pro- 
"  duce  a  tittle  of  evidence;"  and  he  then 
**  gratuitously"  confirms  each  statement 
himself, 

11.  Dr.  Thorpe  affirms,  that  "  I  have  pro- 
"  vided  for  myself,  my  relatives  and  friends." 
I  have  pointed  out  how  well  he  has  pro- 
vided for  himfelf,  and  have  given  his  own 
acknowledgment  that  he  would  probably  have 
accepted  the  King's  Agency  of  Sierra  Leone* 
as  I  mentioned  in  his  arrangement  of  of- 
fices. As  to  his  relations — on  my  landing 
in  the  Colony,  1  found  his  brother,  Mr.  A. 
Macaulay  paramount;  his  cousins  in  the 
offices  of  Secretary  of  the  Colony,  Super- 
intendant  of  Captured  Slaves,  Government 
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Writers,  &c.  &c.  with  several  black  Ma- 
caulay's  in  office;  and  as  to  his  friends,  I 
only  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  it  is  not 
the  custom  to  recommend  unfriendly  per- 
sons to  lucrative  employments,  I  therefore 
presumed  they  were  his  friends. 

12,  Here  Mr.  Macaulay  quotes  me  in* 
correctly,  when  he  says,  through  my  influ- 
ence. I  said,  through  "  this  influence  he  has 
"  insinuated  himself,  at  every  public  de- 
"  partment;"  and  Mr.  Macaulay  exclaims, 
"  doubtless  Dr.  Thorpe  would  have  it  un- 
"  derstood  with  some  corrupt  and  sordid 
"  view/'  My  words  only  extended  to  shew 
that  his  services  had  been  sufficiently  re- 
warded. Was  it  conscience  induced  him  to 
suppose  that  not  a  doubt  could  remain  re- 
specting his  views  being  considered  sordid  ? 

Mr.  Macaulay  says,  "  the  falsehood  of 
"  this  charge  in  all  its  parts  may  be  easily 
"  ascertained ;  my  communications  with 
"  government  have  been  almost  exclusively 
"  on  public  questions."  He  then  mentions 
two  instances  that  affected  his  private  in- 
terest. Irksome  as  it  must  be  to  my  feel- 
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ings,  I  must  mention  others.  When  Mr* 
Macaulay  induced  the  Board  of  Trade  ttf 
control  the  quantity  of  gunpowder  to  bd 
shipped  for  Africa,  was  it  exclusively  for 
the  public  interest  that  he  prevailed  on  the 
Board  to  allow  a  large  quantity  of  powder4 
to  be  sent  out  at  the  same  instant,  by  him- 
self, to  the  exclusion  of  others  who  ap- 
plied ?  Is  it  exclusively  for  the  public  in-* 
terest  that  he  is  so  active  about  African 
convoys,  inducing  them  to  be  ordered  01* 
detained  for  his  own  convenience  ?  so  that 
when  a  merchant  in  London  inquires  when 
a  conroy  will  sail  for  Africa,  he  is  referred 
to  Mr.  Macaulay.  Is  it  exclusively  for  the 
public  service,  that  many  respectable  mer- 
chants vessels  are  detained,  till  Mr.  Ma* 
caulay's  ships  are  ready  to  sail  ?  and  all 
this  when  he  wishes  to  prove  from  his  list 
of  vessels,  that  he  has  not  a  twelfth  part  of 
the  trade  even  to  Sierra  Leone.  However  I 
suppose  this  is  some  of  the  trouble  he  un- 
dertakes gratuitously^ 

Although  this  gentleman  has  forced  thus 
tnuch  from  me,  it  is  not  necessary  that  I 
should  involve  myself,  with  every  public 
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department,  for  his  exposure ;  yet,  as  his 
conscience  appears  a  little  sensitive  lately, 
I  appeal  to  it  ;  his  recollection  will   abun- 
dantly save  his  feelings  and  mine,  and  bring 
to  his  mind  numberless  applications  made 
by  him  to  the  Treasury,  the  Colonial  De- 
partment, and  others,  not  exclusively,  on 
public  questions,  but  exclusively  affecting 
private  interest.     Thus  to  gratify  the  lead- 
ing  individuals  of   the   little  select  party, 
Mr.  Macaulay  is  received,  caressed,  pam- 
pered, and  indulged,  in  all  the  luxuries  of 
favouritism ! — 

I  agree  with  Mr.  Macaulay,  that  "  whe- 
*  ther  he  has  acted  from  corrupt  and  in- 
w  terested  views,"  may  be  safely  left  to  the 
judgment  of  every  impartial  person  who 
shall  peruse  his.  letter  to  the  Duk§  of  Glou^ 
eester,  with  the  addition  of  this  reply- — 

Here  Mr.  Macaulay  introduces  his  re- 
liticjuishment  of  2QOOL  being  his  share  of  a 
seizure.  I  never  heard  of  it  before;  but 
suppose  so  old  and  established  a  merdiant^ 
did  not  wish  to  be  designated  on  the  Ex- 
change as  a  common  informer ! 
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IS.  "  Much  is  said  by  Dr.  Thorpe  of  the 
"  delusion  which  I  have  attempted  to  prac- 
tise on  the  friends  who  have  blindly  con- 
fided in  me,  and  through  them  on  the 
public."  I  cannot  find  the  particular 
passage  in  my  pamphlet  to  which  he  al- 
ludes; but  I  presume  he  is  conscious  I 
ought  to  have  said  so. 

Mr.  Macaulay  appeals  to  the  testimony 
of  Captain  Thompson,  and  gives  an  ex- 
tract from  that  gentleman's  first  letter 
from  Sierra  Leone,  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  a 
few  days  after  he  landed  in  the  colony, 
which  does  not  even  hint  at  Mr.  Macaulay, 
his  delusions  or  candour;  but  as  Mr.  M. 
accuses  Captain  Thompson  of  giving  only 
part  of  his  letters,  1  wish  he  would  not 
pursue  a  line  of  conduct  he  criminates 
in  another,  but  give  the  whole  of  Captain 
Thompson's  letters  to  Lord  Castlereagh  or 
Governor  Ludlam.  The  public  may  then 
discover  Captain  Thompson's  opinion  of 
Mr.  Macaulay,  his  delusions,  and  his 
friends,  and  judge  of  his  reasons. 
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Since,  however,  I  am  appealed  to  in 
this  way,  I  declare,  that  I  am  in  possession 
of  letters  from  Captain  Thompson,  expres- 
sing opinions  of  Mr.  Macaulay  highly  in- 
jurious to  his  character,  and  manifesting 
his  conviction  of  the  delusions  he  had  prac- 
tised. 

14.  Dr.  Thorpe  scruples  not  to  insinuate 
that  from  "  the  same  base  and  sordid  mo- 
"  tives,  which  he  has  chosen  to  represent  as 
"  influencing  the  whole  of  my  conduct,  I 
"  was  desirous  of  obstructing  an  universal 
"  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  of 
"  abolishing  it  only  partially." 

In  refutation  of  this  insinuation,  Mr. 
Macaulay  refers  to  letters  of  his  to  public 
characters,  and  to  the  uniform  tenor  of  his 
exertions  in  the  cause  of  the  Abolition. 
As  to  his  public  and  private  letters,  he  has 
himself  shewn  how  diametrically  opposite 
the  sentiments  and  opinions  expressed  in 
them  are ;  and  as  to  his  exertions  in  the 
cause  of  Abolition,  I  willingly  confess  that 
I  never  saw  or  heard  of  any  good  effect 
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arising  from  his  efforts  in  this  cause.  The 
whole  object  of  his  exertions  appeared  to 
me,  and  to  those  whom  I  have  considered 
best  acquainted  with  African  concerns,  as 
tending  solely  to  secure  and  increase  his 
mercantile  pursuits.  He  was  busy,  I  have 
heard,  in  causing  England  to  Abolish  the 
Slave  Trade ;  but  I  have  already  given  it 
as  my  opinion,  that  I  considered  that,  as 
benefiting  the  cause  of  Abolition  very  lit- 
Ite,  from  the  mode  in  which  it  was  done. 
At  the  same  time  I  am  satisfied,  it  was  the 
principal  means  by  which  Mr.  Macaulay 
has  amassed  an  immense  fortune. 

When  the  English  trade  for  Slaves  was 
stopped,  fewer  vessels  naturally  went  to 
the  coast  with  British  goods,  therefore  Mr. 
Macaulay  had  fewer  competitors  in  the 
market.  When  the  Dative  chiefs  were  not 
supplied  in  their  own  territories  by  the 
open  Slave  Trader,  they  sent  to  Sierra 
Leone — a  great  advantage  to  Mr.  Macau- 
lay's  trade.  When  England  abolished  the 
Slave  Trade,  it  caused  a  part  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  navy  to  be  stationed  at  Sierra  Leone, 
and  to  rendezvous  where  the  Vice  Ad  mi- 
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ralty  Court  was  established.  The  captured 
slave  ships  were  consequently  brought  there, 
and  Mr.  Macaulay  became  Agent  for 
Prizes;  he  also  supplied  the  navy  with  pro- 
visions and  stores,  &c.  &c.  These  were 
the  great  sources  of  his  wealth.  Thia 
would  not  have  been  the  case  had  there 
been  an  universal  Abolition,  or  if  the  Slave 
Trade  had  been  universally  followed. 

I  cannot  investigate  motives.  I  cannot 
dive  into  the  mind  of  man,  and  fathom 
the  secrets  of  the  heart.  I  can  only  judge 
from  actions.  I  see  effects,  and  endeavour 
to  trace  out  their  causes. 

I  conceived  that  when  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal alone  carried  on  the  Slave  Trade, 
and  those  nations  were  kept  in  existence 
as  kingdoms,  by  England,  we  might  have 
obtained  an  universal  Abolition;  and  I 
considered,  that  if  the  powerful  combined 
interests  which  have  long  professed  them- 
selves friendly  to  universal  Abolition,  had 
made  a  determined  resolution  to  carry  it, 
compliance  must  have  followed;  and  so 
desirable  an  object  being  once  attained, 
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no  change  of  system  in  the  politics  of  Eu- 
rope could  have  endangered  its  revival. 

These  are  my  sincere  opinions.  I  con- 
sider Mr.  Macaulay's  pursuits  wholly  mer- 
cantile ;  and  I  believe  his  great  means  of 
promoting  them,  is  by  having  the  Slave 
Trade  partially  abolished  ;  but  whether  his 
exertions  have  been  influenced  by  these 
motives  or  not  I  cannot  pronounce,  I  en- 
deavour to  form  the  justest  judgment,  which 
the  evidence  I  have  been  able  to  attain  will 
support. 

I  hate  slavery  in  every  shape.  I  am  so- 
licitous for  the  civilization  of  Africa.  It 
is  not  only  dictated  by  justice  ^nd  huma- 
nity, but  it  would  be  a  great  aggrandize- 
ment of  England.  Break  the  fetters  of 
ignorance  from  the  African  mind,  suspi- 
cion will  vanish,  and  we  shall  open  mines 
of  wealth  to  England's  industry.  But  I 
do  not  consider  the  Slave  Trade  dimi- 
nished by  partial  abolition,  nor  Africa 
benefited  by  professions  and  promises 
never  carried  into  effect.  A  continued  pro- 
testation of  benevolent  motives,  is  of  no 
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consequence,  if  unaccompanied  by  action* 
establishing  their  sincerity. 

I  cannot  help  noticing  how  anxious  Mr. 
Ma  caul  ay  is  to  lead  the  public  into  a  be- 
lief that  the  truly  benevolent  Mr.  Gran- 
ville  Sharpe  agreed  with  him  in  all  his  plans, 
or  rather  that  his  "  speculative  errors'" 
emanated  from  the  system  of  Mr.  Sharpe  ; 
but  the  memory  of  that  most  excellent  man 
must  not  be  thus  sullied. 

After  I  had  introduced  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
Forbes,  (who  had  resided  many  years  with 
her  husband  on  the  coast  of  Africa),  to 
Mr.  Sharpe,  when  speaking  of  the  informa- 
tion that  lady  had  communicated,  he  as- 
sured me  he  knew  the  Directors  had  been 
long  deceived;  and  under  great  agitation 
of  mind  informed  me,  that  Mr.  Macaulay 
had  proposed  to  increase  the  population  of 
Sierra  Leone,  by  purchasing  slaves,  and 
placing  them  in  the  colony,  then  with  great 
fervour  he  exclaimed,  "It  would  have  been 
carried,  had  not  Thomas  Clarkson,  and 
George  Harrison  strenuously  supported 
me/'  He  lamented  his  being  able  to  ef- 
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feet  little   for   the  benefit    of  Africa,    the 
party  was  so  strong  against  him. 

I  have  had  no  communication  with  the 
two  gentlemen  just  mentioned  on  this  sub- 
ject; they  are  men  of  great  truth,  and 
truly  estimable,  and  no  doubt  recollect  the 
circumstance  to  which  I  havre  alluded. 

Mr.  Macaulay  must  not  be  tacitly  suf- 
fered to  appear  to  amalgamate  with  Mr. 
Granville  Sharpe,  for  no  two  bodies  could 
be  composed  of  more  distinct  properties. 
The  recollection  of  Mr.  Granville  Sharpens 
invaluable  public  services,  and  the  know- 
ledge of  his  great  private  worth,  demands 
this  promulgation  of  his  genuine  sentiments. 

I  was  particularly  induced  to  make  Mrs. 
.Forbes  known  to  Mr.  Sharpe,  because  she 
and  several  others  had  assured  me  of  their 
going  to  Birchin-lane,  on  stated  meetings 
of  the  Directors  of  the  Sierra  Leone  Com- 
pany, to  give  information  as  to  the  true 
condition  of  that  colony,  but  after  waiting 
long,  Mr.  Macaulay  always  informed  them, 
the  Directors  could  not  receive  them. 
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Mr.  Macaulay  speaks  much  of  his  com- 
munication with  his  Majesty's  government, 
with  Lord  Castlereagh,  and  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  ;  and  that  he  was  an  active  and 
an  efficient  labourer,  in  supplying  facts 
and  materials  for  the  discussions  on  the 
Slave  question,  at  Vienna.  I  do  not  doubt 
his  writing  volumes  ;  but,  from  what  1  have 
read  of  his  productions,  either  by  Letter, 
Memoir,  or  in  the  "  African  Institution 
"  Reports  ;"  from  what  I  have  heard  of  the 
information  he  has  given  at  Doctors'  Com- 
mons, and  from  the  general  account  of  him 
in  the  city,  by  those  who  are  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  real  state  of  the  Slave 
Trade,  the  western  coast,  and  Africa  in 
general,  I  conclude  he  has  little  know- 
ledge of  the  subject,  nor  had  he  indeed  any 
means  of  acquiring  correct  knowledge,  be- 
cause at  the  time  he  was  at  Sierra  Leone, 
the  sources  of  information  which  have  since 
been  opened  by  the  extensive  capture  of 
slave  ships,  did  not  exist. 

When  Mr.  Macaulay  has  been  applied 
to  by  persons  in  high  authority,  I  learn  that 
he  collects  information  by  retail  in  the  east, 
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and  delivers  it  wholesale  at  the  west  end 
of  the  town ;  but  I  fear,  like  an  Apothe- 
cary dispensing  medicine  from  a  file  of 
recipes,  the  application  may  not  be  al- 
ways judicious ;  at  least,  I  hope  his  com- 
munications with  the  Corps  de  Diploma- 
tique have  not  been  as  injurious  to  univer- 
sal Abolition,  as  his  instructions  to  the 
Navy  have  been  mischievous  to  their  ex- 
ertions in  the  cause. 

- 

"  Here,"  Mr.  Macaulay  says,  "  I  close 
"  my  defence,"  and  thus  malignantly  con- 
cludes,— "  Had  Dr.  Thorpe  been  as  well 
"  known  to  the  public  at  large  as  he  is 
"  to  the  few  individuals  in  this  country, 
"  who  have  had  an  opportunity  of  fairly 
"  appreciating  his  official,  and  even  his  pri- 
"  vate  character,  I  should  not  have  thought 
"  it  necessary  to  write  a  single  line  in  my 
"  own  vindication." 

After  as  regular  an  education  as  man 
could  receive  for  a  profession,  and  five 
years  practice  at  the  Bar,  I  was  most 
highly  recommended  (by  those  best  qua- 
lified to  estimate  my  acquirements)  for  a 
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judicial  situation   in  the  Colonies,  I  filled 
such  a  situation  for  thirteen  years,  during 
which  period   my  salary  was  twice   raised, 
and  I  was  three  times  promoted.     The  Ca- 
binet  of  the    Colonial   Department   holds 
superabundant  documents  to  prove,  that  I 
not  only  discharged  my  duty  strictly,  but, 
that  I  have  been   indefatigable  in  acquir- 
ing and  communicating  such  information, 
as  would   render   service  to    his  Majesty's 
Government  at  home  and  abroad. 

My  own  escritoir  contains  public  testi- 
monials from  every  Colony  in  which  I  have 
been  placed,  to  prove,  that  I  have  not 
only  discharged  my  duty  with  the  most 
assiduous  attention  and  impartiality,  but 
also  with  the  highest  public  and  general 
satisfaction. 

Let  the  last  testament  and  fervent  bless- 
ing of  a  venerable  parent,  at  the  moment 
of  expiring  nature,  speak  of  me  as  a  son. 
Let  the  most  ardent  attachment  of  an 
amiable  wife,  who  has  soothed  every  sor- 
row, and  over  whose  delicate  frame  I  have 
anxiously  watched  for  two  and  twentjr 
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years,  declare  my  conduct  as  a  husband. 
Let   the   most  dutiful   affection    of  seven 
children,  who   will   cheerfully  meet  every 
vicissitude  of  fortune,  to  mitigate  calamity, 
prove   my  conduct  as  a  father ;    and   let 
those  who  have  known  me  from  infancy 
to  the  hour  I  am  writing,  bear  attestation 
to  the  sincerity  and  warmth  of  my  friend- 
ship.— Thus  let   my    official    and    private 
character  be  examined  ;  and  thus  shall  I 
be  upheld   from  the  venom  of  this  man, 
who,  by  affirming  there  are  a  "  few  indi- 
u  viduals  qualified  to  appreciate  my  offi- 
"  cial  and   private  character  fairly/'  insi- 
nuates something  derogatory,  which  he  dares 
not  declare,  and  which  his  abandoned  abet- 
tors cannot  substantiate.    I  have  been  com- 
pelled   to    speak   of   myself;    the    Public 
will    forgive    and     liberally    indulge    me. 
I  have  toiled  long  and  faithfully,  in  distant 
climes,  in  the  severest  cold  and  in  the  ex- 
tremest  heat,  with  my  health   and  fortune 
impaired  ;  my  life  may  soon  be  terminated  ; 
but  my  character  shall  not  even  be  blown 
upon   with  impunity;    it  may  be  the  sole 
inheritance  of  my  children ;  they  shall  re- 
ceive it  unsullied. 
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The  letters  exhibited  in  the  commence- 
ment of  this  reply,  will  shew  with  what 
unabated  perseverance  my  removal  has 
been  meditated  for  seven  years,  until  at 
last,  Mr.  Macaulay  was  enabled  trium- 
phantly to  announce  in  his  title  page  (even 
before  I  had  received  official  information 
on  the  subject),  that  I  was  "  late'  Judge 
of  the  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone. 

Satisfied,  that  not  to  have  resisted  such 
imputations  as  Mr.  Macaulay 's  letter  would 
affix  on  me  must  have  been  unpardonable, 
I  shall  not  seem  to  distrust  the  beneficent 
and  feeling  mind  of  the  nation  by  further 
apology  for  personal  intrusion. 

It  is  now  only  necessary  to  recal  the 
reader's  attention  to  the  great  objects  I 
had  originally  taken  up.  I  have  in  vain 
sought  for  investigation.  Instead  of  spe- 
cific answers  being  given  to  pointed  charges, 
jny  representations  are  left  unshaken,  and 
every  exertion  is  made  to  lead  the  Public 
from  the  subjects  of  Abolition  and  Civi- 
lization to  personality  and  insinuations  as 
offensive  and  unfounded  as  they  are  irrele- 
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vant  and  illiberal ;  while  under  this  cover, 
the  delusion  is  continued,  the  virtual  ma- 
nagement of  African  affairs,  still  left  in 
the  hands  of  men,  who  have  sacrificed 
every  thing  benevolent  for  Africa,  and  be- 
neficial for  England,  to  promote  the  po- 
litical interest  of  some,  and  the  pecuniary 
interest  of  others ;  and  for  such  persons  and 
purposes  the  Empire  remains  uselessly  bur- 
thened  with  an  enormous  expenditure. 

ROBERT  THORPE. 

May  6,  18)5. 


TO 

WILLIAM  WILBERFORCE,  ESQ.  M.P. 

VICE   PRESIDENT   OF  THE  AFRICAN   INSTITUTION, 


SIR, 

XHE  unbounded  benevolence  and  unparalleled 
philanthropy  attributed  to  you,  I  am  confident,  will 
induce  you  to  excuse  this  hasty  and  unornamented 
epistle ;  but  my  continuance  in  England  being  very 
uncertain,  I  am  impelled  precipitately  to  commit 
myself  to  you,  and  the  public. 

You  have  been  for  above  twenty  years  considered 
the  Patron  of  Sierra  Leone,  and  you  are  designated 
the  fc  Father  of  the  Abolition."  The  effect  of  my 
exertions  for  that  Colony,  and  the  spirit  of  my  de- 
cisions in  support  of  the  Abolition,  I  hope  will 
prove,  that  I  have  been  as  sincere  a  friend  to  the 
one,  and  practically  as  beneficial  a  promoter  of  the 
other,  as  any  unassuming  individual.  Thus  em* 
barked,  I  should  consider  it  a  dereliction  of  prin- 
ciple, and  a  proof  of  insensibility,  to  neglect  exerting 
myself  at  all  times  in  this  great  cause ;  but  the 
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calamitous  accounts  I  have  recently  received  from 
Sierra  Leone,  and  the  awfully  pending-  state  of  the 
abolition,,  imperiously  demand  from  me  some  effort 
at  this  moment.  Private  exertion  I  have  exhausted ; 
from  high  authority  I  am  personally  excluded ; 
therefore  to  public  appeal  I  am  driven.  It  is  the 
only  means  by  which  I  can  fulfil  my  duty  to  the 
King,  prove  my  attention  to  the  Colony,  over 
which  I  judicially  preside,  and  manifest  my  zeal 
for  the  civilization  of  Africa,  and  the  Abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade. 

I  shall  commence  with  a  review  of  what  has 
been  done  from  the  establishment  of  the  Sierra 
Leone  Company  * ;  whose  avowed  objects  were  to 
Cf  encourage  trade  with  the  west  coast  of  Africa  ;  to 
ec  promote  cultivation,  advance  civilization,  diffuse 
Cf  morality,  and  induce  some  attention  to  a  pure 
ec  system  of  religion  in  Africa :"  as  also,  <c  not  to 
fc  suffer  their  servants  to  have  the  slightest  con- 
cc  nexion  with  the  slave  trade ;  neither  to  buy, 
<e  sell,  or  employ  any  one  in  a  state  of  slavery  ; 
"  and  to  repress  the  traffic  as  far  as  their  influence 
"  would  extend."  This  was  a  wise  and  truly  be- 
neficent plan,  promising  wealth  to  England,  and 
happiness  to  Africa;  but  I  have  inquired,  and 
have  found  that  no  part  of  it  was  ever  carried  into 
effect. 

*  Vide  their  Report  for  1794,  printed  by  Phillips,  George- 
yard,  Lombard-street. 
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The  Company  obtained,  in  a  very  short  time, 
a  superabundance  of  land,  finely  situated,  and  well 
circumstanced  on  the  Sierra  Leone  river  *,  in  ex- 
change for  a  few  insignificant  articles  of  merchan- 
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dise  ;  they  collected  together  from  London,  .Ha- 
lifax, and  Jamaica,  near  two  thousand  settlers  at 
very  little  expense  ;  they  had  zealous  and  affluent 
supporters  in  England;  they  had  unprejudiced  and 
tractable  (though  unenlightened)  natives  to  ne- 
gotiate with  ;  and  they  had  near  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  pounds  capital ;  yet  they  very  quickly 
jmade  the  natives  suspicious,  the  settlers  discon- 
( tented  f,  their  best  servants  were  obliged  to  seek  S *  /Z  •  -A  & 
establishments  un3eT  the  native  chiefs  J  ;  and  al~jl  S6  A  f 
thoughthej^hadja  monopoly  of  the  trade,  and  their 
will  was  the  regulation  of  profit,  they  sunk  almost 
to  bankruptcy,  from  causes  enveloped  in  mystery, 
and  applied  to  Government  for  support  and  pro- 
tection §.  To  the  Nova  Scotia  settlers  they  pro- 
mised land  for  cultivation;  twenty  acres  to  each  £*/& 
man  ||  ;  ten  for  his  wife  ;  and  five  for  each  child  ; 
but  this  promise  they  never  fulfilled  IT ;  no  man  was 
allowed  above  a  fifth  of  the  land  to  which  he  was 
entitled ;  and  implements  to  cultivate,  even  such  a 
portion  were  difficult  to  find,  and  too  expensive  to 

*  Falconbridge's  Account,  1792,  also  the  Agreement  with 
King  Naimbana,  and  Company. 

t  Appendix,  No.  I. 

I  Some  of  them  returned  to  the  colony  after  the  Abolition 
Act  passed,  and  reside  there  at  present. 

§  Vide  Parliamentary  grants. 

||  Lieut.  Clarkson,  who  signed  the  agreement. 

1f  Settlers  remonstrated  in  vain,  then  ensued  an  insurrection. 


procure.  The  settlers  could  not  raise  in  the  Co- 
lony even  rice  and  yams  for  subsistence  ;  their 
very  existence  depended  on  a  supply  from  the 
neighbouring  rivers.  Had  land  been  granted  at  the 
commencement  to  the  settlers  as  promised ;  had 
they  been  enabled  to  cultivate,,  and  raise  provisions 
for  consumption  and  barter,  they  would  soon  have 
rendered  themselves  independent  of,  and  less  pro- 
fitable to  the  Company;  whose  storekeeper  pur- 
chased provisions  from  the  natives,  paid  for  them 
in  merchandise*,,  and  sold  them  to  the  set- 
tlers ;  this  might  have  produced  little  profit,  but  it 
secured  great  control.  Even  the  plants  indigenous 
to  the  soil  remained  uncultivated.  Cotton,,  coffee, 
indigo,  tobacco,  &c.  &c.  were  conspicuous ;  but  it 
was  in  all  the  wildness  of  nature.  Such  were 
their  efforts  to  promote  cultivation. 

In  civilization,  they  proceeded  so  far  as  to  send 
two  persons  to  Teembo  f  (a  few  days  walk  from 
Sierra  Leone),  and  educated  half  a  dozen  African 
boys  in  England,  sufficiently,  for  common  clerk- 
ships in  the  Colony. 

As  to  religion  and  morality,  they  had  a  Church 
of  England  clergyman  for  a  few  months  J,  and  a 
missionary  for  a  few  years  ;  but  they  had  Methodist 
teachers  and  preachers  in  abundance ;  the  benefits 

*  Falconbridge's  Account,  p.  189. 
t  Vide  Company's  Report. 
I  Falcoubridge's  Account, 
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derived  from  their  precepts  may  be  imagined,  from 
the  Missionary  assuring  me  on  his  leaving  the  Colony 
in   18 12.,  relinquishing   his  house  and  350 /.  per 
annum,  "  that  he  could  do  no  good  there,  as  the 
"  inhabitants  were  too  far  sunk  in  sin  and  immo- 
*'  rality ;  that  he  would  remove  to  the  Boollam  shore, 
"  try  new  ground,  and  endeavour  to  instruct  the 
"  natives,  improve  their  condition  in  this  life,  and 
"  prepare  them  with  a  knowledge  of,  and  conduct 
fe  for  the  world  to  come."     Lastly,  their  servants 
constantly  purchased  the  natives*,  worked  them 
themselves  without  pay,  and  hired  them  to  others 
for  pay ;  suffered  slaves  to  be  brought  in  and  taken 
out  of  the  Colony  ;  allowed  them  to  be  seized  and  *<•<?/!,  t~*- 
delivered  _to  their  masters,  when  they  sought  protec-J*  <y>. 
tion  ;  permitted  their  storekeeper  to  supply  the  slaved 
factories  f ,  slave  ships,  and  to  feed  the  trade  in  every 
possible  way.     Even  in  Mr.  Ludlam's  last  adminis* 
tration  of  the  government,  two  cargoes  of  slaves,  £ 
taken  from  the  Americans,  were  publicly  sold  at 
twenty  dollars  a  head  J.     So  much  for  their  efforts  ,- 

to  repress  the  Slave  Trade,  of  which  they  had  pro- 
fessed such  an  abhorrence,  and  which  the  act  of 
parliament  for  incorporating  the  Company,  forbade 
them  to  pursue.  Is  it  possible  the  Directors  did  not 
know,  hear,  or  believe  this,  or  any  part  of  it  ?  If 
disapprobation  had  attached  to  such  conduct,  is  it 

*  Given  in  evidence,  on  oath,  before  Governor  Thompson  and 
Chief  Justice  Thorpe. 

t  Abundance  of  proof  of  this  in  the  Colony. 

t  Documents  to  prove  this  may  be  found  in  the  High  Court 
«f  Admiralty  as  trunsmitted  by  Governor  Thompson,  in  1SOS-*?. 


probable  they  would  continue  in  their  confidence, 
after  they  had  heard  of  it,  the  persons  who  managed 
their  concerns  ?  Or  did  they  imagine  by  trumpeting 
their  abhorrence  of  this  diabolical  traffick,  fulminating 
against  every  person  implicated  in  it,  and  blazoning 
the  virtues  of  those  who  seemed  anxious  to  extermi- 
nate it,  that  they  would  prevent  those  transactions 
from  being  divulged ;  or  if  revealed,  that  they  could 
induce  this  nation  to  discredit  any  authority  that 
might  dare  to  give  them  utterance  ?  The  Omniscient 
will  know  and  judge;  impotent  humanity,  maycoi> 
jecture  ! 

After  sixteen    years   experiment,   trade  having 

failed  ;  cultivation  being  retarded,  civilization  unat- 

tempted  ;    religion  and  morality  debased,  and  the 

Slave  Trade  nourished  ;  every  plan  defeated,  every 

artifice  exposed ;  the  Company,  desirous  of  relieving 

themselves  from  the  enormous  expense,  prevailed 

on  government  to  accept  a  surrender  of  the  Colony  *, 

and  formed  (to  uphold  their  old  influence)  a  Society 

called  the  African  Institution  :    having  taken  leave 

of  the  expense,  they  demanded  to  be  paid  for  their 

•buildings,  and  did  accordingly  receive  a  large^sum 

'from  the  treasury  f ,  although  IfteyTTad  before  ob- 

tairietT(T)y  pleading  poverty)  one  hundred  thousand 

pounds  from  Government  for  the  improvement  of 

|  the  Colony  :  their  books  and  agents  were  remoj^d  ;    ^  ~ 

J  while  many  of  the  poor  settlers  who  had  toiled  for7'1 

*  Transferred  1st  January,  1808. 
f  Vide  public  account,  1808. 
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them  for  years  were  left  unpaid.  The  case  of  some 
of  these  old,  impoverished,  and  destitute  people,  I 
represented  before  the  chairman  of  the  Sierra  Leone 
Company,  in  a  committee  of  the  African  Institution  * ; 
but  no  redress  was  offered  :  I  simply  requested  that 
all  their  demands  might  be  referred  to  arbitration 
in  the  Colony ;  and  even  this  was  not  complied 
with. 

Having  now  briefly  gone  over  the  plan  of  the 
Sierra  Leone  Company,  (of  which  you  were  a  prin- 
cipal promoter  and  a  chief  director)  and  shewn  that 
no  part  of  it  ever  had  been  carried  into  effect,  but 
that  the  most  injurious  consequences  to  Africa  and 
the  settlers  followed  from  the  Company's  connexion 
with  Sierra  Leone  ;  I  shall  proceed,  Sir,  to  examine 
the  plan,  and  the  benefits  that  have  arisen  from  the 
African  Institution,  of  which  you  are  a  Vice-Presi- 
dent ;  and  this  examination  may  with  great  propriety 
be  addressed  to  you,  because  in  conjunction  with 
that  little  party  of  select  friends  with  whom  you 
profess  to  act,  you  still  continue  to  hold  the  patronage 
of  Sierra  Leone. 

As  the  Company  expired,  the  Institution  received 
life.  The  select  of  the  Company  proclaiming  their 
zeal  for  Africa,  and  detestation  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
induced  many  of  the  first  men  for  talents,  acquire- 
ments, and  virtue,  to  unite  with  them  in  forming 
this  society,  and  prevailed  on  a  very  amiable  Prince 

*  Early  in  1814. 
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to  preside  over  it.  Thus,  when  they  were  supposed 
to  have  foundered  by  mismanagement,  they  are  ob- 
served riding  triumphantly,  newly  decorated,  newly 
named,  and  secured  by  the  most  solid  anchorage. 
The  Colony  was  surrendered  to  government ;  but 
the  trade  was  secured  to  their  managing  secretary ; 
and  above  all,  he  was  prevailed  on  to  assume  the 
same  important  stations  in  the  Institution,  that  he 
had  held  so  beneficially  with  the  Company !!  Under 
such  promising  auspices,  they  commenced  anew  in 
1807,  with  as  much  eclat  as  they  had  set  out  in  1791 . 
Nothing  of  the  old  form  and  system  was  to  be  re- 
signed; and  accordingly  their  first  Report*  was  read 
in  July,  1807 ;  from  which  we  learn,  "  that  the 
"  Institution,  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the 
(f  enormous  wrongs  which  the  natives  of  Africa 
"  had  suffered,  and  desirous  of  repairing  them, 
"  were  anxious  to  adopt  such  measures  as  were 
<c  best  calculated  to  promote  their  civilization  and 
"  happiness :  that  the  happiest  effects  might  be 
"  anticipated  from  diffusing  useful  knowledge,  and 
"  exciting  industry  amongst  the  inhabitants  of 
"  Africa,  equally  beneficial  to  Africa  and  Great 
"  Britain ;  and  that  the  present  period  (that  is 
"  1807)  was  eminently  fitted  for  prosecuting  those 
"  benevolent  designs." 

The  Institution  professed,  "  to  diffuse  information 
<c  respecting  the  productions  of  Africa,  the  agri* 
l(  cultural  and  commercial  capacities  of  that  conti- 

*  Sold  at  Hatchard's,  Piccadilly. 


"  nent,  and  the  moral,  intellectual,  and  political 
"  condition   of  its  inhabitants.     To  promote  the 
<f  instruction  of  the  Africans  in  letters,  and  useful 
"  knowledge,  and  to  cultivate  a  friendly  connexion 
"  with  the  natives ;  to  enlighten  their  minds ;  to 
<e  induce  them  to  substitute  a  beneficial  commerce 
"  in  place  of  the  Slave  Trade ;  to  introduce  amongst 
"  them  the  useful  arts  of  Europe  ;  to  promote  the 
"  cultivation  of  the  African  soil,  by  exciting-,  and 
((  directing  their  industry,  and  by  furnishing  them 
cc  with  seeds,  plants,  and  implements  of  husbandry  ; 
ff  to  introduce  medical   discoveries ;   to   obtain  a 
"  knowledge  of  the  principal  languages  in  Africa; 
(e  to  employ  agents,  and  reward  enterprize  and 
(e  exertion  in  promoting  any  of  the  purposes  of  the 
«  Institution." 

The  Report  then  proceeds  with  a  luminous  account 
of  what  they  mean  to  do ;  describes  the  great  field 
for  action  before  them,  and  concludes  with  a  pane- 
gyrick  on  themselves,  whilst  bearing  the  title  of 
the  Sierra  Leone  Company, 

The  second  Report  begins  with  a  resolution, 
"  that  proper  persons  shall  be  employed  to  teach 
"  the  Arabic  and  Soosoo  languages  in  Sierra  Leone ; " 
and  in  pages  4,  5,  6,  it  speaks  of  empowering 
Mr.  Ludlam  to  erect  a  school,  and  annex  a  farm  ; 
so  that  with  reading  and  writing,  they  might  com- 
bine instruction  in  agriculture,  and  other  useful 
arts.  This  would  all  have  been  highly  beneficial ; 
but  no  masters.,  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  the 
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rising  generation  in   those  languages,    were  ever 

heard  of  at  Sierra  Leone  * ;  nor  was  there  ever  any 

•  school  opened,    or  persons    paid   by  the  African 

I  Institution  for  instructing  the  children  in  reading 

j  and  writing.     The  British  government  paid  two 

black  boys  (who  wrote  badly  and  read  worse)  for 

teaching  the  children  to  read  and  write;  but  as  for 

"  instruction  in  agriculture,,  and  other  useful  arts/' 

it  never  was  attempted. 

I  have  been  informed  that  Mr.  W.  Allen,,  of 
Plough  Court,  has  procured  a  competent  person 
on  the  colonial  establishment  to  be  sent  out  by  the 
last  fleet,  in  order  to  commence  infusing  a  little 
knowledge  in  the  year  1815. 

What  they  next  mention  worth  notice,  is  sending 
out  cotton  seed,  and  machines  ;  true,  they  did  send 
out  such  things,  before  the  settlers  had  land  granted 
to  them  ;  before  land  was  prepared  for  the  seed,  or 
implements  in  the  Colony  to  prepare  the  land  with  ; 
consequently,  the  seed  was  thrown  into  the  river 
rotten,  and  the  machines  suffered  to  decay  f . 
Their  secretary  and  manager,  knew  the  state  of 
the  Colony  perfectly  well  before  these  things  were 
sent;  private  advantage  seems  therefore  to  have 
been  the  only  motive  for  this  profuse  expenditure. 
Much  is  then  said  to  induce  persons  to  subscribe 

*  In  the  second  and  third  Reports  it  is  stated  as  if  carried 
into  effect. 

f  Many  persons  present  when  those  articles  arrived  in  the 
Colony  can  prove  the  whole  of  this  statement;  and  even  in 
London,  sufficient  evidence  could  be  found  to  establish  this  fact. 
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largely  ;  and  the  Report  concludes,  ff  a  chance  will 
"  be  afforded  for  restoring  some  of  the  captured 
"  negroes  to  their  connexions  ;  and  some,  having 
"  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  instruction  in  agricul- 
"  ture,  and  other  useful  arts  in  the  Colony,  may  pos- 
(c  sibly  be  beneficially  employed  in  disseminating 
fc  in  other  parts  of  Africa,  the  knowledge  which 
"  they  have  thus  acquired."  Is  it  not  most  dis- 
graceful, by  such  publications  to  delude  a  liberal 
nation  ?  those  poor  creatures  never  received  any 
instruction  ;  nor  was  an  effort  ever  made,  to  restore 
them  to  their  connexions  and  country. 

In  the  third  Report  *  the  same  old  delusion,  as 
practised  by  the  Sierra  Leone  Company,  is  kept 
up.  The  Report  proceeds  to  state,  "  that  the 
"  Colony  would  produce  hemp,  rope,  cotton,  silk, 
fc  sugar,  tea,  bark,  camphire,  castor  oil,  tobacco,  &c. 

&c.   &c."     I  was  in  the  Colony  years  after  this 

J      J 

was  published,  yet  never  saw  any  of  those 
valuable  productions,  nor  heard  of  any  attempt  being' 
made  to  cultivate  any  of  them,  except  in  the  instance 
of  one  little  cotton  plantation.  The  Colony  scarcely 
produced  Cassada  for  the  poor  settlers  ;  and  never 
exported  fifty  pounds  worth  of  its  own  produce  that 
could  benefit  England,  though  the  establishment  has 
cost  her  an  incredible  sum,  including  colonial 
expenditure  f,  head  money,  and  compensation. 

*  Published  in  1809.  Compare  the  Sierra  Leone  Company's 
Report  of  17£>4. 

t  Allowed  by  the  Abolition  Act  to  the  captors  for  men, 
women,  and  children, 
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In  the  fourth  Report  they  begin  to  explain  the 
law  to  the  navy.  Speaking  of  the  trade  carried  on 
in  violation  of  our  own  laws,  they  tell  them, 
"  although  all  slaves  found  on  board  are  liberated  *, 
(e  yet  there  is  a  bounty  allowed  by  government  to 
"  the  captors ;  40  /.  for  each  man ;  30  /.  for  each 
"  woman;  and  10 /.  for  each  child;  instances  have 
"  occurred  in  which  this  has  been  claimed,  and  re- 
"  ceived."  Thus,  most  improperly,  they  interfere 
with  the  law  to  deceive  the  navy,  and  assure  them 
of  rewards  which  the  act  never  sanctioned.  I  can- 
not enter  more  minutely  at  present,  into  the  con- 
tinued fallacy  that  pervades  the  whole  Report. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  Report  it  is  manifest 
46  that  they  do  not  know  even  the  Portuguese  posses- 
sions north  of  the  equator ;  and  after  a  few  pages,  we 
are  assured,  "  that  between  two  and  three  hundred 
"  boys  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  education  at  Sierra 
"  Leone ;  and  that  the  seeds  and  plants  sent  out, 
"  were  in  the  most  flourishing  condition."  The 
fallacy  of  such  representations  I  exhibited  before ; 
but  the  commission  of  survey  1  cannot  pass  over  so 
quickly.  In  the  plenitude  of  patronage,  two  of  the 
company's  old  servants,  Messrs.  Ludlam  and 
Dawcs,were  appointed  with  Captain  Columbine  com- 
missioners for  surveying  the  west  coast  of  Africa 
within  certain  latitudes,  having  a  salary  of  fifteen 
•hundred  a  year  each.  The  first  was  known  to  have 
possessed  neither  practice  nor  theory  for  the  dis* 

*  47  Geo.  3.  c.  36.    The  report  confuses  s.  8.  with  s.  11, 
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charge  of  such  a  duty  ;  and  if  the  other  had  a  little 
knowledge  of  land  surveying-.,  yet  he  was  perfectly 
inadequate  to  such  an  undertaking  as  surveying  the 
coast ;  but  Captain  Columbine  was  first  depended  on 
for  knowledge  and  then  incapacitated  for  the  under- 
taking, by  being  appointed  Governor  of  Sierra 
Leone.  Messrs.  Ludlam  and  Dawes  proceeded  a 
little  way  down  the  coast ;  the  former  died,  and  the 
latter  returned  to  Sierra  Leone,  where  Captain 
Columbine  sat  on  a  hill  with  a  theodolite  two  or 
three  times,  gleaned  some  assistance  from  the  inde- 
fatigable Captain  Bones ;  made  out  what  they  called 
a  Report;  and  thus  to  gratify  the  select  with  this  piece 
of  patronage,  England  has  uselessly  paid  above  ten 
thousand  pounds ! ! 

The  Directors  conclude  this  Report  by  informing 
the  publick,  ff  that  they  had  furnished  the  navy  with 
"  such  information  as  might  regulate  their  proceed- 
"  ings ;"  and  in  their  appendix  Z,  they  give  an  ex- 
tract from  our  treaty  of  friendship  and  alliance  with 
the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal,  and  an  extract  from 
our  treaty  of  commerce  and  navigation  with  the 
same  power,  and  ignorantly  confusing  the  two,  they 
inform  the  navy  *,  fc  that  to  give  any  vessel  a  title 
<(  to  the  protection  of  the  Portuguese  flag  in  car- 
"  rying  on  even  their  limited  trade  in  slaves,  it  is 
fc  necessary  that  she  should  either  be  built  in  the 
"  dominions  of  Portugal,  or  condemned  as  prize  in 
"  a  Portuguese  Court  of  Admiralty ;  and  that  in 

*  See  Appendix  2. 
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"  either  of  these  cases  she  should  be  owned  by  a 
"  Portuguese  subject.,  and  that  her  master  and 
"  three-fourths  of  her  crew  should  be  Portuguese 
""  subjects  :"  besides,  they  induced  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  to  send  this  document  as  instructions  to 
the  navy  ;  under  which  authority  the  navy  were  led 
into  error  and  expense  ;  and  the  courts  of  Vice 
Admiralty  misled  in  their  decisions.  So  much  for 
their  interference  with  the  law. 

The  seven  first  pages  of  the  sixth  Report  display 
complete  ignorance  of  the  west  coast  of  Africa^  the 
state  of  the  Slave  Trade^  and  of  the  Portuguese  pos- 
sessions. I  shall  enlarge  on  these  points  hereafter. 
The  Report  proceeds.  "  From  the  information  of 
fc  Captain  Cuffee,  as  well  as  from  other  sources,,  the 
"  directors  have  had  the  satisfaction  to  learn,,  that 
(e  the  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone  is  in  a  visible  state 
"  of  improvement ;  and  that  its  inhabitants,,  consist- 
"  ing  almost  entirely  of  Africans  or  their  descend- 
"  ants,  increase  in  number  and  respectability.  The 
"  effect  of  the  pains  which  have  been  taken  in  in- 
""  structing  the  youth  from  the  moment  the  Colony 
"  was  first  formed  *,  is  manifested  by  the  supe- 
<s  riority  of  the  rising  race  of  colonists  in  respect 
"  to  intelligence."  I  saw  Mr.  Cuffee  in  Sierra 
Leone  ;  he  appeared  a  man  of  truth  and  observa- 
tion ;  and  I  know  he  constantly  lamented,,  while  in 
the  Colony,  the  dreadful  state  of  depravity  into  which 
it  was. sunk;  from  this,  and  the  general  fallacious- 

*  Sixth  Report,  p.  28. 
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ness  of  the  Reports,  I  am  led  to  conclude  lie  never 
gave  such  incorrect  information. 

The  Report  then  declares,  "  the  Directors  are 
"  disappointed  not  to  have  had  before  this  time, 
"  some  more  specifick  details  to  produce,  with  re- 
"  spect  to  the. progress  of  improvement  in  Africa, 
fc  by  means  of  schools*,  and  other  Institutions  under 
"  the  patronage  of  the  Society."     Is  not  this  a  most 
extraordinary  assertion  to  make,  under  the  counte- 
nance of  some  of  the  first  personages  in  the  empire, 
when  there  really  never  was  either  school  or  insti- 
tution under  their  patronage  in  the  Colony  ?  at  the 
same  time  confessing  that  they  have  not  even  a  blan- 
dished extract  to  produce,  on  the  progress  of  im- 
provement. 

The  Report  goes  on,   ff  they  are  anxious  how- 
"  ever  to  proceed  on  some  plan,  which  may  remedy 
te  this    inconvenience,    and   give   a    character   of 
<f  greater  permanence  to  their  measures ;    at  the 
f '  same  time  they  greatly  doubt,  whether  at  an  early 
"  period,  and  until  some  progress  had  been  made 
f(  in  suppressing  the  Slave  Trade  on  those  parts  of 
fc  the  coast  to  which  their  views  had  been  directed, 
"  much  more  could  have  been  done  in  the  way  of 
(f  civilization,  than  has  been  effected." 

I  call  on  them  to  shew  any  one  instance  of  ci- 
vilization they  have  effected,  or  even  attempted  : 
They  affect  to  attribute  their  want  of  knowledge 

*  Pages  29  and  30» 
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of  the  improvements  they  have  made  to  the  rapid 
change  of  Governors ;  surely   this  was  their  own 
fault;  the  first  Governor  they  caused  to  be  sent 
out,,  after  the  surrender  of  the  Colony  to  govern- 
ment,, was  T.  P.  Thompson,  Esq.  (eldest  son  of  the 
member  for  Midhurst) ;  and  a  more  fortunate  se- 
lection they  could  not  have  made.,  for  he  is  a  gen- 
tleman of  hig-h  talents  and  acquirements;  from  mind 
and  body  incomparably  qualified  for  that  station  ; 
a  true,  zealous,  and  practical  abolitionist;  possess- 
ing great  activity,  and  a  hardihood  of  constitution 
that  indefatigable  exertion  (even  in  that    climate) 
could  not  subdue ;  a  facility  at  attaining  the  native 
languages  ;  courage  that  nothing  could  awe,  and 
integrity  that  nothing  could  shake  :  but  he  was  not 
complying ;    he  could  not  be  induced  to  be  sub- 
servient to    their  views.      Instead  of  lending  his' 
assistance  to  conceal  the  illegal  transactions  that  had 
taken  place  in  the  Colony,  he  condemned  in  the 
court  of  Vice  Admiralty  167  negroes*,  who  had 
been  sold  in  the  Colony  since  the  abolition,  by  the 
direct  interference  of  the  colonial    government ! ! 
nor  would  he  continue  the  system  of  misrepresen- 
tation to  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  furnish  falla- 
cious documents  for  the  African  Institution.     Truth 
and  honour  were  his  disqualifications ;  he  was  re- 
called.    But  they  have  had  a  Governor  for  nearly 
four  years,  perfectly  suited  to  their  wishes  ;  and  1 
wonder  they  have  not  published  his  accounts  of  the 
progress    the  Institution  has   made,  in    civilizing 

*  The  record  of  this  is  in  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  and 
well  worth  reading. 


Africa,,    or  enlightening   the  rising   generation  at 
Sierra  Leone. 

The  seventh  Report  commences  with  the  same 
fallacious  representations,  "  that  the  Slave  Trade 
(c  was  diminishing ;"  whereas  the  Portuguese  at 
that  time  having  learned  to  confine  themselves  more 
to  Ajuda,  Cabenda,  Princes,  and  Saint  Paul's  de 
Loanda,  pursued  it  more  vigorously  and  with  more 
security.  The  Directors  conceive,, ff  that  the  opinion 
(C  they  expressed  last  year,  respecting  the  nature  of 
te  the  Slave  Trade  still  existing  is  correct ;  (viz.)  that 
"  a  large  portion  of  it  is  real  Portuguese  trade ; 
fe  and  a  portion  still  greater  is  a  British  Ame- 
fc  rican  trade,  carried  on  by  assuming  the  Spanish 
ec  or  Portuguese  flag ;  and  that  the  real  Spanish 
fc  trade,  if  any,  is  very  small  indeed  *."  Every 
part  of  this  is  incorrect ;  the  Portuguese  trade  was 
infinitely  the  largest ;  the  Spanish  trade  to  the  Ha- 
vannah,  large  also  ;  the  Americans  had  very  little 
connexion  with  the  trade,  except  in  navigating  for 
the  Spaniards ;  and  the  British  were  still  less  con- 
cerned in  any  way. 

Why  the  Institution  are  so  fond  of  implicating 
the  British  in  this  trade,  I  cannot  divine.  The  ship 
with  British  property  captured  at  Goree,  under 
Spanish  colours,  they  assert  was  a  slave  trader; 
whereas  it  was  proved  she  had  no  connexion  with 
that  trade  :  next,  a  ship  captured  by  the  Kangaroo, 
with  two  hundred  and  seventy  slaves,  they  say,  had 

•  Page  3  of  Report. 
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a  cask  with  papers  concealed,  which  proved  her  tcf 
be  the  property  of  a  house  in  Liverpool.     This  is 
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entirely  unfounded. 


On  the  51st  of  the  King,  c.  23,  commonly 
called  the  Slave  Felony  Act,  (of  which  they  now 
speak)  I  must  dilate  more  particularly;  so  much 
mischief  has  been  done,  and  so  much  misery  has 
arisen  from  a  wilful  misconstruction  of  this  ex- 
cellent, and  perspicuous  Act,  which  states,  (C  that  if 
fc  any  British  subject,  or  any  person  residing-  in 
"  the  united  kingdom,  or  any  island,  colony,  do- 
(c  minion,  fort,  settlement,  factory,  belonging: 
fc  thereto,  or  being  in  his  Majesty's  occupation  or 
"  possession,  shall  by  him,  or  themselves,  or  by 
cc  his  or  their  factors,  agents,  or  otherwise,  carry 
<c  away  any  slave  or  slaves,  for  the  purpose  of 
cc  being  transferred,  or  dealt  with  as  a  slave ;  or 
ef  aid  and  abet,"  &c.  &c.  Under  this  Act,  to  my 
great  surprise  and  annoyance,  Samuel  Samo,  and 
Charles  Hickson  were  brought  before  me,  as  Bri- 
tish subjects  trading  in  slaves ;.  they  were  seized  by 
Governor  Maxwell's  order  at  the  Isles  de  Loss,  for 
selling  slaves  in  the  Rio  Pongus ;  neither  of  which 
places  were  ever  considered  as  belonging  to  Great 
"Britain,  nor  did  British  jurisdiction  ever  extend 
over  them  in  any  shape.  A  great  body  of  evidence 
was  brought  against  these  men;  they  were  both 
proved  to  be  British  subjects;  Samo  was  found 
guilty,  and  Hickson  was  acquitted.  I  found,  how- 
ever, so  many  insurmountable  difficulties  (for  I  was- 
bound  to  protect  the  legal  rights  of  the  prisoner), 
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that  I  informed  the  Governor,,  I  could  not  pro- 
nounce the  sentence  directed  by  the  Act  on  Samo ; 
and  to  prevent  my  reasons  from  being  publickly 
known  (lest  they  might  affect  the  Abolition  cause,,) 
I  advised  the  Governor  to  send  to  the  Rio  Pongua, 
induce  the  Chiefs  to  ask  for  Samo's  pardon,  and 
influence  them  to  promise,,  that  if  their  petition 
was  granted,,  they  would  allow  no  more  Slave- 
trading  in  their  dominions.  This  was  most  judi- 
ciously executed  by  the  gentleman  who  undertook 
the  mission ;  the  white  men  who  had  Slave  factories 
on  that  river,  also  joined  in  the  request.  Samo 
was  pardoned ;  I  was  extricated  from  a  most  un- 
pleasant predicament,  and  a  great  effect  produced 
in  favour  of  the  Abolition.  However,  since  I  left 
Sierra  Leone,  H.  M.  S.  Thais,  went  to  Messurado^ 
(to  which  we  never  claimed  any  right  of  territory, 
and  over  which  we  never  exercised  any  jurisdic- 
tion,) destroyed  the  factory  and  property  of  Messrs. 
Bostwick  and  M'Queen,  arrested  their  persons; 
and  above  240  of  the  natives,  promiscuously  seized,, 
were  brought  to  Sierra  Leone,  and  condemned  as 
Slaves.  Bostwick  and  M'Queen,  were  under  this 
Act  most  illegally  tried,  convicted,  and  sentenced 
to  fourteen  years  transportation  ;  they  were  after- 
wards sent  to  England,  and  by  the  mischievous 
interference  of  some  persons  called  benevolent,  all 
examination  into  their  case  was  prevented,  and  the 
unfortunate  men  have  been  absolutely  sent  off*  to 

Botany  Bay. 

* 

H.  M.  S,  Favourite,,  pursuing  the  same  unwar* 
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rantable  system,  went  into  the  Rio  Pongus,  de- 
stroyed some  factories,  seized  on  a  great  number 
of  natives,  brought  them  to  Sierra  Leone,  and  had 
them  condemned  as  slaves.  Lastly,  Governor  Max- 
well fitted  out  a  complete  expedition  ;  sent  the  eo- 
lonial  Brig*  and  Schooner,  and  a  Transport  (then 
under  his  command)  with  a  large  party  of  the 
African  Corps;  destroyed  all  the  factories  they  could 
reach  in  the  Rio  Pongus  and  Rio  Noonez,  with 
all  the  property  contained  in  them ;  left  the  white 
inhabitants  absolutely  destitute;  carried  away  about 
230  natives,  whom  he  caused  to  be  condemned  as 
slaves;  then  his  acting  judge  tried,  and  caused  to 
be  convicted  several  white  men,  under  authority 
of  this  Act,  whom  the  party  had  seized,  01*  who 
had  voluntarily  surrendered  themselves ;  sentenced 
Hickson,  (one  of  them)  to  hard  labour  on  the. 
publick  works;  Brodie,  Dunbar,  and  Cook,  to 
fourteen  years  transportation;  the  first  a  British 
subject;  the  next  a  Spaniard;  and  the  other  an 
American  *. 

This  conduct  will  scarcely  find  a  parallel  in  the 
history  of  any  civilized  nation  oa  earth.  We  invade 
with  fire  and  sword  the  territory  of  our  peaceable, 
and  inoffensive,  friendly  allies  ;  without  any  injury 
being  received,  complaint  made,  or  notice  on  our 
part  given,  we  carry  away  their  subjects,  destroy 
their  possessions,  and  seize  those  persons,  who  had 
lived  under  their  protection  from  ten  to  twenty 

*  The  fate  of  these  uubappy  men  will  be  seen  by  referring  to 
a  note  in  the  last  page. 
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years;  pillage  their  Domiciles'  property,  and,  to  fill 
the  measure  of  misery,  sentence  them  (under  an  Act 
which  could  not  attach  to  them)  to  the  most  severe 
and  ignominious  punishments.  I  should  be  happy 
to  witness  the  indignation  of  the  learned  and  hu- 
mane framer  of  this  Act,  on  reading  a  full  account 
of  these  atrocities. 

Btit  could  any  Act  of  Great  Britain  have  at- 
tached to  those  men,  nothing  should  have  excused 
this  violation  of  every  principle  of  the  law  of  Na- 
ture and  Nations.  This  repeated  breach  of  publick 
faith  ;  this  affixing  to  the  name  of  Englishman,  the 
epithet  of  perfidious  depredator,  under  the  mask 
of  civilizer  and  liberator,  was  the  most  unpar- 
donable insult  ever  offered  to  the  honour  and  feel- 
ings of  Great  Britain  ;  and  afterwards  to  convict 
two  foreigners,  seized  in  foreign  territory  (Cook 
and  Dunbar),  under  an  Act  which  attaches  only  to 
British  subjects,  or  others  in  British  territory,  was 
the  most  unprecedented  piece  of  judicial  ignorance 
and  cruelty  ever  recorded.  Besides,  this  conduct 
must  accumulate  cruelty  on  the  wretched  negro 
beyond  our  conception.  Every  person  acquainted 
with  Africa  knows,  that  the  slaves  in  the  factories 
of  white  men,  are  infinitely  better  taken  care  of, 
than  in  the  factories  of  black  men  ;  who  are  less 
considerate  as  to  the  treatment  they  give,  and  less 
provident  in  the  provisions  they  collect.  There  is 
more  severity,  and  often  danger  of  starvation  with 
the  black  Chiefs,  when  they  are  long  disappointed  of 
their  market;  but  should  the  Chiefs  be  without  a 
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supply  of  slaves  when  a  ship  arrives,  they  will  in- 
stantly seize  all  within  their  reach  ;  no  friendship, 
no  faith,,  no  relationship,  restrains  them ;  the  pawns, 
the  persons  committed  to  their  charge,  or  bev 
queathed  by  will,  the  visitor,  the  Grumata,  the  wife, 
or  the  child,  must  go  to  furnish  the  cargo. 

Even  had  the  sovereign  of  the  country  invited 
us  to  a  perfidious  destruction  of  the  white  man's 
property,  common  humanity,  as  well  as  honesty  and 
justice,  should  have  forbidden  our  acquiescence. 
Why  then,  in  addition  to  every  thing  treacherous, 
inflict  this  gratuitously  accumulated  calamity,  upon 
those  for  whom  we  profess  the  most  liberal  feeling, 
and  for  whose  happiness  and  civilization  it  is  pub- 
lished to  the  world,  that  we  are  making  every  po- 
litical sacrifice,  and  every  national  exertion  ?  can 
this  be  done  for  the  purpose  of  extracting  from  the 
Treasury,  so  much  a  head  for  those  natives  seized,  who 
have  been  unwarrantably  condemned  at  Sierra  Leone 
as  slaves  ?  Sir,  I  hope  you  will  feel  yourself  bound 
to  demand  investigation  of  this  conduct,  and  assist 
in  relieving  us  from  this  national  disgrace,  though 
your  Reports  have  unbecomingly  encouraged  it  by 
the  most  inapplicable  applause. 
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The  Report  proceeds  * ;  "  No  point  which  has 
come  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board  during 
<£  the  last  year,  has  more  anxiously  or  constantly 
"  engaged  its  attention,  than  the  amendment  of  the 

*  Seventh  Report,  p.  21.- 
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*!  Acts  passed  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
"  and  the  better  disposal  of  the  slaves,  captured 
"  under  the  authority  of  those  Acts/'  This  was 
wise  and  just;  felt  in  1812,  declared  in  1813,  and 
slumbered  over  to  1815.  Now  I  shall  give  a  faithful 
account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  captured 
negroes  were  treated  during-  my  residence  at  Sierra 
Leone,  after  they  were  liberated  by  the  court,  and 
supposed  free;  perhaps  it  may  animate  this  dor- 
mant suggestion  into  pratical  activity.  It  is  at 
least  necessary  that  his  Majesty's  ministers,  from 
whom  the  reality  has  been  sedulously  concealed, 
should  know  the  truth  of  those  transactions,  by 
which  our  honour  and  good  faith  have  been  so 
indelibly  stained. 

As  soon  as  the  captured  negroes  were  landed,, 
and  delivered  to  the  care  of  the  Superintendent,  a 
party  from  the  African  Corps  was  sent  to  examine 
them  ;  and  as  many  as  they  found  peculiarly  fit  to 
be  made  soldiers,  were  marched  to  the  fort,  and  as 
it  is  termed,  enlisted ;  though  the  poor  negro  knew 
not  what  was  said,  or  done  to  him.  The  remainder 
were  dispatched  to  what  was  called  an  hospital,  a 
wood  building,  composed  of  two  rooms,  with  an  open 
communication,  where  the  whole  were  huddled  to- 
gether in  promiscuous  intercourse,  men,  women, 
and  children.  The  recruiting  party  for  the  West 
Indian  regiments  were  afterwards  allowed  to  select 
the  men  and  boys  that  were  fit  for,  or  might  shortly 
become  fit  for  military  service. 
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The  women  and  girls  were  next  selected  for  the 
basest  of  purposes  *. 

The  best  of  the  rising  generation  were  reserved 
for  the  plantations  and  farms  of  those  in  authority 
over  them;  and  lastly,  the  settlers  obtained  the  refuse 
as  apprentices  for  fourteen  years,  to  make  them 
hewers  of  wood,  carriers  of  water,  and  drudges  on 
their  Cassada  ground. 

Thus  we  seized  our  Allies  property,  because  under 
their  Treaty,  we  declared  they  had  no  right  to  en- 
slave those  unfortunate  beings ;  and  then,  without 
any  Treaty,  in  violation  of  our  national  declaration, 
and  the  promulgation  of  our  determination  to  dis- 
pense impartial  justice  and  universal  benevolence  to 
the  Africans,  we  disposed  of,  and  dispersed  them 
with  arbitrary  appropriation ;  we  allowed  them  to 
touch  the  law  of  England,  only  to  be  torn  from 
its  protection ;  to  change  their  masters,  not  their 
condition ;  and  fortuitously  better  or  embitter  their 
original  destinations !  Surely  this  is  a  national 
disgrace  that  cannot  be  suffered  to  continue ! 

The   captured  negroes    are    delivered    by  the 

*  To  induce  the  black  soldier  to  regularity,  he  was  allowed 
a  wife  and  a  ration  a  day,  but  the  lady  he  changed  as  he  thought 
proper;  whatever  \roman  he  called  his  wife,  got  the  ration;  and 
when  a  party  was  sent  to  the  West  Indies,  the  situation  of  the 
women  became  most  deplorable.  The  conduct  of  those  high  in 
office  with  respect  to  the  captured  negro  girls,  is  now  under 
consideration. 
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Marshal  of  the  court  into  the  care  of  the  Superin- 
tendent, who  is  answerable  for  every  one  of  them : 
let  him  be  obliged  to  make  a  return  of  all  the 
thousands  of  captured  negroes  brought  to  Sierra 
Leone  since  the  year  1807;  how  they  were  dis- 
posed of,  and  where  they  now  are  to  the  best  of 
his  knowledge  and  belief:  you  may  tiien  learn 
how  the  benevolent  objects  of  the  British  nation 
have  been  carried  into  effect.,  by  those  placed  in 
their  stations  at  your  recommendation  ;  from  whom 
your  representations  are  derived ;  and  who  look  to 
you  at  this  moment,  for  patronage  and  pro- 
motion. 

Had  the  captured  negroes.,  when  liberated  from 
their  prison  ships,  been  suffered  to  enjoy  the  bless- 
ings of  British  protection ;  had  villages  been  estab- 
lished, the  families  unsevered  allotted  farms,  sup- 
plied with  implements  of  agriculture,  and  with 
seeds  and  plants  to  cultivate  for  their  support,  the 
beautiful  amphitheatre  of  hills  enclosing  Sierra 
Leone,  would  have  become  an  asylum  of  happi- 
ness for  five  thousand  souls,  who  looked  to  us  for 
relief,  and  to  whom  we  were  bound  and  pledged 
to  extend  it.  They  would  have  been  a  bulwark  of 
protection  to  the  Colony,  furnishing  a  granary  of 
provisions  for  the  inhabitants,  and  exhibiting  the 
finest  African  monument  of  British  philanthropy. 
Look  a  few  pages  back ;  view  the  picture  of  their 
real  treatment,  and  consider  what  the  world  must 
pronounce  on  this  conduct !  I  cannot  dwell  longer 
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on  this  Report,  but  shall  take  up  the  eighth  and 
last. 

In  pages  four,  five,  and  six,   you  applaud  the 
conduct  of  the  Thais  and  Favourite,  in  destroying 
the  factories  and  property  of  the  white  men  at  Mes~ 
surado,  and  in  the  Rio  Pongus ;    of  their  seizing 
Bostwick  and  M'Queen,    and  carrying  them    to 
Sierra  Leone,  where  they  were  tried,  convicted, 
and  sentenced  to  fourteen  years  transportation ;  and 
you  conclude  by  informing  us,  that   "  the  traders 
"  retreated  into  a  strong  fort,  near  the  head  of  the 
"  river,  and  bade  defiance  to  Captain  Maxwell  and 
"  his  crew.     This  flagrant  outrage  upon  the  laws 
"  of  England  will  doubtless  engage  the  immediate 
tc  attention  of  his  Majesty's  government,  and  the 
"  Directors  trust,  ere  long,  will  meet  with  the  pu- 
ff  nishment  it  deserves/'      Where  is  the  law  of 
England,  that  has  been  outraged  ?  the  common  law 
is  too  pure,   and  the  Statute  book  not  confused, 
and  contradictory  enough  to  exhibit  a  principle  or 
a  paragraph  that  would  countenance  such  depreda- 
tions.    Are  not  a  set  of  white  men,  residing  for 
a  number  of  years  in  a  territory  to  which  we  have 
no  claim,  over  which  we  have  no  jurisdiction,  while 
they  are  countenanced  and  supported  by  the  Sove- 
reign and  Chiefs  of  that  country,  justifiable  in  de- 
fending themselves  and  their  property  from  bar- 
barous invaders  ?    or  is  it  to  be  expected  that  his 
Majesty's  ministers  (because  heretofore  they  have 
ao  indulgently  listened  to  your  representations)  will 
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interfere  and  sanction  the  violation  of  every  prin- 
ciple of  the  laws  of  nature  and  nations,  and  direct 
these  predatory  and  lawless  invasions  of  the  domi- 
nions of  our  unoffending  friends  to  be  repeated  ? 
Did  not  these  unenlightened  nations  formerly  look 
to  us  for  exemplary  justice  ?  yet  now  they  behold  the 
most  wanton  violations  of  every  principle  of  equity 
upheld  by  the  civilized  world;  persons  and  pro- 
perty placed  under  foreign  protection  seized  upon 
and  destroyed,  without  any  notice  given,  or  even 
complaint  exhibited !  what  semblance  of  excuse 
can  be  given  for  so  atrocious  a  breach  of  good  faith 
and  national  honour  ? 

In  page  seven  the  importance  of  the  cession  of 
the  island  of  Bissao   to  Great  Britain,    is  repre- 
sented ;    yet  if  we  possessed  the  island,  the  Slave 
Trade  would  not  be  diminished ;  for  that  trade  from 
the  Cape  de  Verde  islands  would  be  proportionably 
increased,  as   soon  as  Bissao  was  relinquished  by 
Portugal.     It  might  increase  the  patronage  of  the 
little  select  party  of  friends — nothing  more  !   In  this 
Report  Lord  Castlereagh's  *  exposition  of  the  tenth 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  alliance  and  friendship  with 
Portugal  is  given,  which  1  shall  also  subjoin;    and 
I  hope,    on  more  mature  consideration,   his  lord- 
ship will   extend  his  construction   of  that  article. 
Satisfied  that  no  one  would  more  quickly  seize  any 
suggestion    that    would     tend    to    diminish    this 

*  See  Appendix,  No,  3. 
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horrible  traffick,  than  Lord  Castlereagh,  I  shall, 
in  a  more  appropriate  place  *,  give  the  construc- 
tion of  that  article  which  has  pervaded  my  deci- 
sions, (not  yet  overruled  by  higher  authority,)  and 
which  I  hope  his  Lordship  will  enforce  with  the 
contracting  power. 

In  page  16  it  is  mentioned,  "  that  the  American 
"  prisoners  were  induced  to  assist  in  erecting  mills 
"  in  Sierra  Leone ;  and  that  the  Governor  had 
"  hopes  of  rendering  them  useful  to  the  Colony." 
We  accuse  the  Americans  of  seducing  our  artificers 
and  seamen  ;  here  you  sanction  our  doing  the  same 
thing  ourselves. 

But  is  it  not  extraordinary  that  in  all  the  great 
zeal  proclaimed  by  the  Company  for  Sierra  Leone, 
they  never  sent  a  mill  for  cutting  timber,  or  cleaning 
rice  ?  Nor  in  seven  years  have  one  hundred  pounds 
been  expended  from  the  African  Institution  fund, 
for  the  benefit  of  that  colony  after  all  their  profes- 
sions!! Poor  Kizil,  the  old  black  settler,  who  sent 
his  bill  for  work  and  labour  done  long  since  for  the 
Sierra  Leone  Company,  requested  of  the  worthy 
Mr.  William  Allen,  to  purchase  a  mill  from  the 
money  he  had  so  justly  earned,  and  send  it  out ; 
but  neither  the  Chairman  of  the  Sierra  Leone  Com- 
pany, nor  the  Committee  of  the  African  Institution, 
would  attend  to  the  poor  old  man's  demand ;  he  was 

*  See  Appendix,  No,  4. 
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not  paid,  nor  any  arbitration  allowed ;  consequently 
no  mill  could  be  purchased. 

This  frugality  about  the  fund  with  respect  to 
the  Colony  and  Africa  in  general,  and  the  prodi- 
gality exhibited  in  the  next  page,  obliges  me  to 
remark  slightly  on  the  expenditure,  which  I  had 
not  originally  intended. 

Fifty  guineas  were  given  to  Mr.  Macaulay, 
(lately  Secretary,  and  always  Director)  for  importing 
into  this  country  above  ten  tons  of  white  rice  from 
the  west  coast  of  Africa.  Did  this  gentleman  pro- 
pose the  premium,  that  he  might  receive  the  reward? 
The  proposition  was  absurd,  and  the  acceptance 
disgraceful.  Mr.  Macaulay  is  the  great  shopkeeper 
of  the  Colony ;  he  is  the  only  person  that  has  regular 
ships  in  trade  from  England:  the  chiefs  in  the 
adjacent  rivers  constantly  send  rice  for  the  supply 
of  the  Colony  (often  beaten  clean  by  their  slaves)  ; 
above  ten  tons  of  this  was  put  on  board  Mr.  Macau- 
lay's  ship  returning  to  England,  and  he  receives 
fifty  guineas  reward !  What  advantage  was  this  to 
Africa  ?  and  was  not  the  fund  intended  solely  for 
her  benefit  ? 

In  the  next  page,  I  come  to  the  statement  of  the 
funds,  and  see,  (C  for  clothing  African  boys  at 
<c  school,  &c.  14Z.  5s.  4d."  and  <c  for  a  piece  of 
"  plate  to  Mr.  Macaulay,  107/.  12s.  Qd." !!  Here 
is  parsimony  indeed  in  the  natural  distribution,  and 
prodigality  in  an  eleemosynary  donation.  Bat  why 
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this  pfofuse  expenditure  on  Mr.  Macaulay  ?  He  has 
been  serving  himself  in  all  that  he  has  done  for  the 
Sierra  Leone  Company  or  the  African  Institution  * 
he  has  obtained  every  thing  by  his  influence  over 
their  leaders;  nearly  a  monopoly  of  the  trade; 
great  freights  for  his  ships;  the  prize  agency  of 
almost  every  man  of  war,  that  has  gone  to  the  coast 
since  the  Abolition ;  the*  supply  of  the  navy  on  the 
coast  with  provisions,,  &c. ;  the  agency  for  the 
Governor  and  garrison  seizures*:  in  short,  the 
whole  control  over  every  thing  attached  to  the 
Colony  there,  and  here,  has  been  with  him,  not 
only  in  the  Company's  time,  but  on  the  surrender 
of  the  Colony  to  Government;  he  arranged  the 
offices^  and  recommended  the  persons  to  fill  them ; 
he  allotted  for  himself  the  appointment  of  King's 
Agent,  and  had  not  a  promise  made  by  Lord  Gren- 
ville,  when  in  office,  been  executed  by  the  late 
Duke  of  Portland,  he  would  have  succeeded. 

This  immediate  interference  with  Government 
from  1807,  will  more  clearly  appear  from  his  own 
letter  to  Governor  Ludlam,  which  I  extract  from  a 
pamphlet  of  the  much  injured  Mr.  Grant ;  it  was 
first  published  in  the  African  Herald,  and  may  be 
found  in  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  as  trans- 
mitted by  Governor  Thompson. 

*  These  accumulated  sources  of  wealth  arise  evidently  from 
the  present  state  of  the  Abolition  ;  was  an  universal  Abolition 
effected,  or  the  Slave  Trade  universally  permitted,  it  is  obvious 
they  must  cease  :  what  follows  ? 
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"  London,  4tk  of  Nov.  1807* 
"  My  dear  Sir, 

"  A  word  in  private  respecting 
the  African  Institution.  I  cannot  help  regarding 
it  as  an  important  engine.  We  have  many 
zealous  friends  in  it,  high  in  rank  and  influence, 
who,  I  am  persuaded,  are  anxious  to  do  what  can 
be  done,  both  for  the  Colony  and  for  Africa.  Mr. 
Perceval  and  Mr.  Canning  are  with  us  decidedly. 
Lord  Castlereagh,  with  whom  our  business  more 
immediately  lies,  is  good-humoured  and  comply- 
ing, but  his  Secretary  Mr. 

A 

I  fear 
Cook  is  hostile  to  the  whole  thing 

A 

fc  may  be  disposed  to 
and  [will  eagerly]  seize  any  cir- 
cumstance which  will  put  it  in 
his  power  to  do  us  mischief. 


Caret,  in  pencil. 
In  the  margin  in 
pencil — and  Mr. 
Wilberforc'e  de- 
sires me  to  add, 
disposed  from  a 
point  of  honour 
to  do  the  utmost 
for  the  Aboli- 
tionists. 

Interlineations 
in  the  original. 


Words  [will  ea- 
gerly] defaced. 


Words  in  ital- 
ics underscored  m 
the  original, 


fc  You  will  see  how  very  im- 
Cf  portant  it  is  to  be  aware  of  this 
<e  in  your  communications  with  go- 
fc  vernment.  Indeed,  in  all  the 
fc  ostensible  letters  you  write,  whe- 
"  ther  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  the 
ff  African  Institution,  or  myself,  it 
"  will  be  right  to  consider  the 
"  effect  of  what  you  say  on  luke- 
"  warm  friends,  and  in  the  hands 
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with 
"  of  secret  enemies,  for  such  will  unavoidably  mix  us. 

A 

"  In  such  hands  there  are  truths  which  will  be  made 
"  to  produce  all  the  effect  of  falsehood,  and  instead 
tc  of  being  used  as  they  ought  to  be,,  as  a  spur,,  will 
ff  be  employed  as  checks  to  all  exertion.  I  cannot 
ff  mean,,  of  course,,  that  you  should,,  in  any  degree, 
tc  varnish  your  representations.  I  merely  mean 
"  that  you  should  not  unnecessarily  discourage  the 
"  exertions  of  benevolence.  People  who  do  not 
fc  know  you,,  will  suppose  the  case  to  be  desperate 
"  where  you  seem  to  doubt ;  and  your  testimony.,  if 
"  convertible  to  an  adverse  purpose,  would  be  for- 
gc  midable.  Your  own  mind  will  suggest  to  you 
€C  the  guards,  limitations,  and  exceptions,  with 
"  which  what  I  now  say  should  be  received. 

"  I  have  NO  DOUBT  that  government  will  be  dis- 
ec  posed  to  adopt  almost  any  plan 

Wordsin  small  «  whicn  We  mav  propose  to  them 
capitals  under-  (C  with  rcspect  to  Africa^  provided 
scoredwitha dou-  (C  ^  ^^  ^  s^  & ^  ^  ^^ 

Ik    line    in    the  .      . 

..    7  ffble  of  thinking.     I  bis  you  will 

original.  J  J 

"  see  to  be  highly  important." 

So  far  appears  to  be  in  the  hand-writing  of  an 
amanuensis ;  the  remainder  in  the  same  hand  with, 
the  signature. 

"  I  have  one  remark  to  make  which  you  will 
(C  see  to  apply  to  much  of  what  I  have  written  to 
"  you  by  this  conveyance.  I  am  not  writing  for 
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"  myself,  but  for  others ;  and  am  therefore  obliged 
' e  to  propose  topics  of  consideration  to  you,  which, 
"  but  for  this  circumstance,  I  myself  might  have 
fe  deemed  superfluous,  and  might  have  saved  you 
"  the  trouble  of  answering.  But  if  I  had  time,  I 
"  could  give  you  several  reasons  why  the  same 
"  truths  will  do  more  good  coming  from  you  than 
"  from  me. 

(f  lever  am,  my  dear  sir, 

(C  Your's  very  truly, 
{f  Zachary  Macaulay." 

Thus,  this  gentleman,  who  has  provided  for  him- 
self, his  relations,  and  friends;  who  through  this 
influence  has  insinuated  himself  at  every  public 
department,  is  rewarded  for  his  activity,  in  advanc- 
ing his  own  trade,  from  this  African  poor-box,  (for 
such  I  may  term  the  funds  of  the  Institution)  which 
I  was  led  to  consider  as  a  deposit  exclusively  in- 
tended, "  to  heal  the  wounds  we  had  inflicted  on 
te  the  sons  of  Africa ;  to  civilize  and  enlighten  her 
' f  benighted  inhabitants :"  yet  I  do  not  find  since 
the  Institution  was  established,  and  an  immense  sum 
of  money  subscribed,  that  as  many  pounds  have 
been  appropriated  to  any  purpose  beneficial  to 
Africa,  as  in  this  year  appear  to  have  been  given 
to  this  Director. 

I  shall  now  more  particularly  examine  how 
many  of  the  wonderful  professions  of  the  Institu- 
tion, have  been  carried  into  effect ;  as  I  have  done 
before  as  to  the  advantages  derived  from  the  Sierra 
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Leone  Company,  after  their  unbounded  promises  of 
wealth  to  England,,  and  blessings  to  Africa. 

The  Reports  commence  with  declaring,  "  that  the 
fc  Institution  will  diffuse  information  respecting  the 
cc  productions  of  Africa,  and  the  agricultural  and 
ee  commercial  capacities  of  that  continent  *."  Per- 
mit me  to  ask,  where  this  information  is  to  be 
found?  For  after  seven  years  promise  made  by 
such  men,  with  such  means,  surely  it  should  be  in 
existence :  or  is  it  possible  that  it  can  be  still  in  the 
womb  of  time  ?  Has  the  mountain  been  so  long  in 
labour,  and  not  even  produced  a  mouse  ? 

Next,  they  were  cf  to  diffuse  information  respect- 
"  ing  the  moral,  intellectual,  and  political  condition 
"  of  the  inhabitants  of  Africa/'  Have  they  ad- 
vanced a  step  into  the  interior  ?  Have  they  ever 
attempted  any  research  into  the  "  moral,  intellectual, 
"  and  political  condition  of  the  Africans?"  Is  it 
not  all  "  the  baseless  fabrick  of  a  vision  ?" 

Again,  they  are  fc  to  promote  the  instruction  of 
"  the  Africans,  in  letters  and  useful  knowledge ;" 
they  stated,  "  that  they  were  opening  schools  for 
"  teaching  the  Arabick  and  Soosoo  languages ; 
"  endowing  schools  for  reading  and  writing 
"  English;'*  but  those  fine  schemes  never  were 
put  into  execution  :  not  one  attempt  made  by  them 
to  instruct  the  poor  African  in  letters,  or  to  afford 
him  any  other  kind  of  useful  knowledge,  that  I 
could  ever  discover. 

*  Vide  first  Report. 
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Then  they  proceed  to  declare  their  determination 
<f  to  cultivate  a  friendly  connexion  with  the  natives, 
<c  to  enlighten  their  minds,  &c."  I  humbly  ask,  is 
it  by  barbarously  invading  their  territory  at  Messu- 
rado,  the  Isles  de  Loss,  the  Rio  Pongus,  and  the  Rio 
Noonez  ;  by  destroying  all  property  and  persons 
under  their  protection,  and  forcibly  carrying  off 
about  seven  hundred  natives,  without  any  offence 
being  given,  or  complained  of?  Is  this  the  way 
to  cultivate  their  friendship,  and  enlighten  their 
minds  ? 

The  Institution  professed  cc  to  induce  them  to 
"  substitute  a  beneficial  commerce,  in  place  of  the 
"  slave  trade,  and  to  introduce  amongst  them,  the 
e<  useful  arts  of  Europe."  Now  in  seven  years, 
they  never  have  done  any  of  these  things,  nor  even 
made  any  attempt  to  substitute  a  beneficial  com- 
merce in  place  of  the  Slave  Trade,  or  to  introduce 
the  useful  arts  of  Europe  ;  but  they  proceed  to 
assure  the  public,  that  they  are  "  to  promote  the 
<c  cultivation  of  the  African  soil,  by  exciting  and 
fc  directing  their  industry,  by  furnishing  them  with 
"  seeds,  plants,  and  implements  of  husbandry." 
When  the  famous  cargo  of  seed  came  out,  which 
was  thrown  into  the  river,  the  natives,  that  came 
to  Sierra  Leone,  were  offered  some ;  but  it  was  as 
useless  to  them  as  to  the  settlers ;  for  they  had  no 
implements  of  husbandry,  nor  any  sort  of  instru- 
ment to  prepare  the  ground  for  the  seed,  This  was 
the  extent  achieved,  of  those  boasted  exertions. 
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Lastly,  they  were  "  to  promote  medical  disco- 
ee  veries ;  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  principal 
<(  African  languages ;  to  employ  agents,  and  reward 
ff  enterprize  and  exertion  in  promoting  any  of  the 
"  purposes  of  the  Institution."  Now  have  they 
ever  attempted  to  promote  medical  discoveries? 
Have  they  ever  attempted  to  obtain  a  knowledge 
of  the  principal  languages  of  Africa  ?  Have  they 
ever  employed  agents  to  reward  enterprize  and 
exertion  ?  Surely  you  must  know  that  they  never 
have  made  any  effort  of  the  sort,  or  done  any  one 
act,  which  they  proposed  for  the  benefit  of  Africa. 
In  fact,  they  seem  to  acknowledge  it,  in  the  17th 
page  of  the  last  Report,  for  they  say,  "  a  numerous 
fc  Committee  was  appointed  to  obtain  information, 
<c  on  the  state  of  the  black  settlers,  to  excite  their 
te  industry,  and  improve  their  moral  habits;  and 
ef  farther  to  attend  to  those  objects,  which  are 
<f  particularly  specified  at  page  4  of  the  first 
<f  Report :"  these  are  the  very  objects  I  have  now 
stated,  though  they  would  not  repeat  them.  Thus 
in  1814,  they  speak  of  reporting  on  those  benefits, 
which  they  had  promised  to  confer  on  Africa 
in  1807. 

Was  such  a  system  of  delusion  ever  practised, 
even  in  this  nation  ?  To  conceive  the  Sierra  Leone 
Company  pursuing  this  scheme  for  sixteen  years, 
and  then  the  same  Directors  and  managing  Secre- 
tary, coming  forth  under  a  new  name,  and  perse- 
vering in  the  same  course  for  seven  years  more> 
under  the  apparent  sanction  of  the  first  characters 
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this  pre-eminent  nation  can  boast  of,  is  almost 
beyond  all  possible  credibility ;  and  be  assured.,  I 
often  pause,,  as  I  write,,  to  consider  if  fame,,  wealth, 
and  power,  can  overawe  the  investigation  of  truth  ; 
but  as  I  reflect  on  the  English  character,  I  am  en- 
couraged to  proceed  ;  and  when  the  veil  is  rent,  my 
duty  is  discharged. 

I  have  now  Sir,  to  implore  that  your  little  party 
of  friends,  may  cease  to  interfere  with  this  unfor- 
tunate Colony ;  for  after  four  and  twenty  years  effort^ 
to  observe  the  settlers  in  more  poverty,  and  greater 
wretchedness,  than  when  they  were  taken  under 
their  care ;  to  see  them  in  age  and  infirmity  without 
a  refuge ;  to  witness  the  rising  generation  more 
immoral  and  dissolute,  than  the  inhabitants  of  any 
other  part  of  Africa;  and  to  know  that  the  very 
persons  assigned  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  his 
Majesty's  protection,  are  plunged  into  licentious- 
ness, and  consigned  to  arbitrary  control,  is  surely 
sufficient  to  force  any  person  attached  to  truth  and 
humanity,  (much  more  to  authorize  a  person  in  my 
station)  to  entreat  that  they  may  rest  contented  with 
the  patronage  they  have  enjoyed;  the  possession 
of  which  was  well  secured,  and  well  arranged, 
before  the  transfer  of  the  Colony  to  Government, 
as  must  evidently  appear  from  Mr.  Macaulay's 
letter,  already  given,  dated  the  4th  of  Nov.  1807 : 
and  that  an  immense  addition  was  intended  to  have 
been  claimed  even  before  this,  will  be  established 
by  the  following  letters,  published  in  the  African 
Herald,  and  transmitted  to  the  High  Court  of 
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Admiralty  by  Governor  Thompson.  Mr.  H.  Thorn- 
ton., Chairman  of  the  Directors  of  the  Sierra  Leone 
Company,  writes  to  the  Governor  of  Sierra  Leone,, 
(dated  "  London,  7th  Feb.  1807,")  thus— 

"  I  feel  a  strong  desire  to  see  some  measures 
<c  instituted,  which  may  contribute  to  place  in  the 
ff  hands  of  zealous  and  proper  persons,  the  general 
"  direction  of  British  concerns  in  Africa/'  In  sup- 
port of  this,  comes  a  letter  from  the  confidential 
Secretary  Mr.  Macaulay,  to  the  same  Governor 
Ludlam,  dated  "  London,  Feb  26,  1807." 


(Extract.) 

"  What  has  suggested  itself  to  me  as  desirable 
t(  to  be  done,  I  will  now  state  in  a  few  words. 
"  1st.  To  appoint  a  board  which  shall  confine 
fc  its  attention  entirely  to  Africa,  and  which  shall 
cc  comprise  a  few  of  those  individuals,  as  Mr. 
"  Thornton,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  &c.  &c.  who  have 
<c  interested  themselves  about  Africa.  2ndly.  To 
"  place  under  the  management  of  this  board,  not 
"  only  Sierra  Leone,  but  Goree,  and  all  the  forts 
"  on  the  Gold  Coast.  3dly.  To  station  at  different 
tf  parts  of  the  continent,  from  the  river  Gambia  to 
fc  Angola,  intelligent  persons  under  the  name  of 
ff  Consuls,  or  any  other  name  that  may  be  preferred, 
"  (perhaps  about  a  dozen)  with  adequate  appoint- 
"  ments,  whose  business  it  shall  be  to  procure 
"  accurate  information  respecting  the  neighbouring 
<c  and  interior  countries;  and  to  embrace  every 
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cf  favourable  opportunity  of  improving-  the  British 
"  interest  in  Africa,,  &c.  &c.  &c." 

Thus  the  possessions  of  the  African  Company  on 
the  Gold  Coast,  (which  produce  so  much  wealth  to 
England)  were  to  be  wrested  from  them,  and  the 
influence  of  this  party  was  to  extend  from  the  Gam- 
bia to  Angola ;  such  an  immensity  of  space  for  the 
patronage  of  man  to  reach,  no  one  before  had  the 
boldness  to  claim ;  and  I  hope  no  one  will  ever  have 
the  power  to  obtain ;  but  who  so  stultified  as  not  at 
once  to  perceive  the  ambition  and  rapacious  avarice 
that  must  have  generated  such  a  project  ? 

That  this  plan  was  long  in  agitation,  no  one  can 
now  doubt;  whether  proposed  to  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters or  not,  is  beyond  my  power  to  develop  : 
however,  these  letters  were  obviously  written  to  be 
echoed  by  Governor  Ludlam ;  for  Mr.  Macaulay , 
in  his  letter  of  the  4th  Nov.  1807,  says,  ff  the  same 
fc  truths  will  do  more  good  coming  from  you  than 
cc  from  me."  Your  secretary,  writing  under  your 
direction,  (as  appears  from  the  letter  given  before) 
says,  fc  I  have  no  doubt  that  Government  will  be 
"  disposed  to  adopt  almost  any  plan  which  we  may 
fc  propose  to  them  with  respect  to  Africa,  provided 
"  we  will  but  save  them  the  trouble  of  thinking/' 
I  have  now  only  to  hope,  as  your  party  have  most 
kindly  given  them  this  great  assistance  for  eight 
years,  that  they  will  now  allow  them  to  think  for 
themselves ;  then  I  make  no  doubt  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury,  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and  the  Co- 
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lonial  Secretary,  will  quickly  place  the  Colony  on 
the  broad  basis  of  equal  and  permanent  justice. — 
The  little  mercantile  interest  of  an  individual  will 
be  no  longer  the  motive  for  every  action,  every  ap- 
pointment, and  every  regulation ;  the  settlers  will 
become  happy ;  and  true  piety,  pure  religion,  and 
sound  morality,  will  be  infused :  cultivation  will  be 
encouraged,  civilization  extended,  and  the  Colony, 
though  perhaps  expensive,  will  not  remain  vicious, 
injurious,  and  disgraceful  to  England. 

But,  Sir,  you  have  still  great  means  of  doing  good, 
of  advancing  the  Colony  you  have  founded,  and  the 
inhabitants  you  have  caused  to  be  placed  there, 
without  interfering  with  the  patronage.  You  have 
rich  friends,  and  large  funds,  and  means  of  procur- 
ing bountiful  assistance.  Present  the  industrious 
settler  with  implements  of  husbandry,  and  instru- 
ments for  artificers ;  erect  the  first  church  with  a 
steeple  and  bell,  that  ever  was  built  for  our  regular 
service,  in  Africa;  it  will  be  a  monument  of  honour 
to  yourself,  and  an  incitement  to  public  worship. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  I  am  convinced,  will  no 
longer  sufler  the  Colony  to  be  without  a  regular 
Church  of  England  Clergyman,  and  the  sanctuary 
will  no  longer  be  profaned. 

Establish  an  Asylum  (though  you  have  refused  to 
assist  me  in  that  undertaking)  for  the  destitute,  the 
aged,  the  idiot,  and  lunatic  :  it  will  be  the  greatest 
charity  you  ever  promoted,  and  it  is  the  bounden 
duty  of  your  party  to  do  so ;  for  they  induced,  the 
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settlers  to  come  from  places,  where  some  relief  would 
have  been  administered;  those  poor  creatures  have 
spent  their  youth  in  your  service,  and  are  now  in 
age,,  and  poverty,  deserted  and  oppressed. 

Prevail  on  your  friends  also  to  found  two  schools 
apart  from  each  other,  one  for  boys,  another  for 
girls;  thus  they  will  disseminate  knowledge,  indus- 
try, good  morals,  and  prevent  an  early  and  promis- 
cuous prostitution.  These  will  be  actions  worthy 
of  a  saint  in  heaven ;  and  may  likely  blot  out  for 
ever,  many  of  our  sins  on  earth.  Consider  what  the 
Institution  promulgated  to  the  world;  reflect  on 
what  you  write  to  Prince  Talleyrand,  "  that  Sierra 
""  Leone  was  settled  with  a  view  to  promote  the 
"  arts,  and  the  blessings  of  civilized  life,  amongst 
"  the  natives  of  Africa."  Let  not  your  own  Co- 
lony be  called  in  evidence  against  you,  to  prove, 
that  neither  have  the  arts  been  cultivated  in,  nor 
the  blessings  of  civilized  life  extended  to  Africa. 

I  rejoice  extremely  to  learn,  from  the  same  Re- 
port, that  you  have  formed  a  determination  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  the  blacks, 
and  people  of  colour,  in  the  West  Indies ;  and  I 
sincerely  hope  you  will  speedily  effect  something 
beneficial  from  this  laudable  undertaking. 

The  idea  of  a  British  subject  being  born  a  slave 
in  British  territory,  is  repugnant  to  British  feeling. 
To  anticipate  the  slavery  of  our  offspring  before  it 
J3  engendered,  is  horrible  to  human  nature;  nor 
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can  the  issue  of  illicit  love  be  so  consigned ;  the  law 
does  not  vest  the  fortuitous  parent  with  such  autho- 
rity. Let  the  first  clause  establish,,  that  every  per- 
son born  within  British  jurisdiction  must  be  free  ; 
it  will  be  not  only  justice,  but  policy;  for  entailed 
slavery  contracts  propagation*. 

The  next  state  that  harrows  up  the  very  soul,  is 
interminable  slavery.  Convince  the  slave  he  has 
no  refuge  from  misery  in  this  world,  and  you  induce 
him  to  precipitate  himself  into  the  presence  of  the 
Omnipotent;  by  which  he  expects  to  regain  his 
country,  his  family,  his  happiness,  and  freedom  : 
therefore  when  you  establish  the  proposed  register 
for  slaves  in  every  island,  I  hope  the  value  of  each 
slave  will  be  affixed  to  his  name;  and  the  right  of 
emancipation,  by  a  full  payment,  (giving  an  equita- 
ble notice,)  should  be  the  next  enactment :  by  his 
own  indefatigable  labour,  by  a  humane  friend,  or 
zealous  relative,  he  may  then  have  a  chance  of  be- 
coming free :  the  very  hope  will  stimulate  exertion, 
incite  him  to  good  conduct,  and  animate  every  fa- 
culty; it  will  show  benevolence  to  the  slave,  and 
prove  lucrative  to  the  master. 

From  the  Portuguese,  Spanish,  French,  Swedish, 
Dutch,  and  Danish  Code,  for  managing  their  slaves, 
you  may  extract  many  valuable  regulations ;  and  I 
hope  on  coming  within  the  pale  of  our  Church,  our 
slaves  will  be  rewarded  equally  with  those,  who,  in 

*  Vide  Sth  Report,  p.  11,  12. 
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Roman  Catholic  countries,,  come  under  the  rules  of 
that  Church.  Remember,  a  Mahomedan  will  not 
suffer  a  follower  of  the  Prophet  to  be  sold  as  a  slave : 
allow  not  the  believers  in  Christ  to  be  treated  with 
less  lenity. 

I  make  no  doubt,  the  most  liberal  and  humane 
Ordinances  will  be  selected  from  the  whole;  and 
many  wise,  appropriate,  and  benevolent  new  ones, 
will  be  added.  It  is  a  great  and  beneficent  under- 
taking-, fit  for  the  admirable,  wise,  and  actively 
excellent  men,  that  are  Members  of  the  African  In- 
stitution :  but  the  old  managers  should  have  a  little 
rest ;  such  as  have  laboured  long  in  the  Sierra  Leone 
Company,  and  their  select  friends  and  relations  that 
have  toiled  with  them  ever  since;  they  are  nearly 
worn  out  in  the  service,  and,  without  any  detriment 
to  the  cause,  might  be  excused.  New  Directors  will 
be  more  active,  and  will  study  to  emulate  those  who 
have  done  so  much  good  already  !  Be  assured,  a 
.change  will  be  for  the  better. 

I  have  now,  Sir,  arrived  at  the  time  for  address- 
ing you  as  the  Father  of  the  Abolition.  I  presume, 
by  accepting  the  appellation,  you  hold  yourself 
thereto  entitled;  yet,  Cf  'tis  passing  strange;"  for 
Mr.  Clarkson,  (whose  active  humanity,  and  indefa- 
tigable industry,  in  the  cause  of  abolition,  can  never 
be  sufficiently  appreciated  or  applauded,)  was  cer- 
tainly engaged  in  this  great  cause  near  twenty  years 
before  he  enlisted  you  under  his  banners.  The  in- 
valuable and  ever  to  be  regretted  Mr.  Granville 
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Sharpe,  was  nearly  fifteen  years  in  the  cause  of  in- 
jured Africa,  before  you  joined  his  amiable  band 
of  philanthropists.  Many  other  worthy  personages, 
whom  Mr.Clarkson's  History  records,  were  engaged 
with  him  near  ten  years  before  your  accession ;  yet 
you  are  now  held  up  to  this  enlightened  age,  and 
would  be  handed  down  to  posterity,  as  the  parent 
that  generated  the  abolition  of  slavery,  emanci- 
pated, enlightened,  cultivated,  and  civilized  Africa ! 
Be  it  as  it  may  :  I  have  examined  already  the  means 
adopted  to  effect  some  of  those  praise-worthy  ob- 
jects, and  how  far  they  have  succeeded;  now  I  shall 
proceed  to  show,  how  little  your  theory  extended 
to  pure  abolition,  and  that,  practically,  you  have  not 
been  in  the  slightest  degree  successful. 

That  you  most  laudably  assisted  Sir  William 
Dolbin,  and  others,  in  procuring  Bills  to  be  passed 
for  meliorating  the  condition  of  slaves  in  their  Trans- 
atlantic passage,  I  delight  in  acknowledging;  but 
when  I  behold  you  for  near  twenty  years  professedly 
struggling  with  the  great  and  all-commanding  mi- 
nister of  this  country ;  whose  public  measures  you 
supported,  whose  administration  of  this  government 
you  admired,  and  to  whose  private  friendship  you 
were  devoted ;  it  is  wonderful  this  benevolent  mea- 
sure was  not  carried.  You  knew  Mr.  Pitt  was  all 
powerful  with  his  party,  and  the  sole  director  of  his 
administration :  you  had  a  commanding,  connected 
phalanx  of  friends  in  Parliament;  and,  on  this  occa- 
sion, you  had  the  people's  support,  and  the  finest 
feelings  of  the  nation  to  gratify :  yet  for  twenty  years 
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you  did  not  carry  this  Abolition  Bill ;  though  you  ap- 
parently acted  with  such  a  commanding  associate.  It 
is  evident  you  never  did  make  it  a  "  sine  qua  non" 
of  the  continuance  of  your  support  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
Administration :  the  speaking  on  it,  for  it,  and  about 
it,  was  "  ad  captandum  vulgus :"  it  served  to  uphold 
the  pendulum  in  its  vacillancy  between  the  minister 
and  the  people. 

But  what  is  still  more  wonderful,  a  new  Adminis- 
tration was  formed,  to  the  members  of  which  you 
were  not  the  devoted  friend ;  of  whose  measures 
you  were  not  an  unshaken  admirer ;  who  were  not 
in  themselves  all  commanding  in  Parliament;  yet 
by  those  very  men,  without  hesitation,  or  delay,  this 
Bill  was  carried  in  both  Lords  and  Commons.  Did 
you  ever  tell  Mr.  Fox,  or  Lords  Grey  and  Gren- 
ville,  that  the  justice,  policy,  and  humanity  of  the 
abolition  wrere  so  impressed  on  your  conviction,  that 
you  could  not  conscientiously  support  any  ministers, 
that  would  not  assist  you  in  carrying  it  into  effect  ? 
The  whole  tenour  of  your  language  on  the  subject 
would  have  prompted  and  justified  this  demand; 
but  you  did  no  such  thing ;  the  integrity,  the  huma- 
nity, and  the  consistency  of  those  distinguished 
Statesmen,  induced  them  to  give  their  whole,  un- 
bribed,  and  voluntary  assistance,  in  accomplishing 
this  great  work.  The  Bill  was  evidently  carried  by 
their  exertions ;  and  cannot  be  attributed  either  to 
your  perseverance  or  benevolence. 

Allow  me  to  look  at  the  Abolition  Act  minutely, 
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which  I  hope  will  not  appear  to  be  an  offspring  of 
your's,  though  the  features  rather  proclaim  the  pa- 
rent ;  for  you  avow  it  is  not  slavery,  but  the  Slave 
Trade,  you  dislike.  In  your  Letter  to  Prince  Tal- 
leyrand, you  say,  (c  The  abolitionists  took  all  oppor- 
ee  tunities  of  proclaiming,  that  it  was  the  Slave 
<f  Trade,  not  slavery,  against  which  they  were  di- 
"  recting  their  efforts."  The  Abolition  Act  up- 
holds the  same  principle ;  but  it  did  not  express  the 
true  uncontaminated  principle,  nor  the  fine  feeling 
of  this  magnanimous  country. 

By  the  seventh  Section  of  the  Act,  "  slaves  taken 
tc  as  prizes  or  forfeitures,  may  be  enlisted  for  the 
"  land  or  sea-service ;  or  may  be  bound  as  appren- 
"  tices,  whether  of  full  age  or  not,  for  a  term  of 
ff  fourteen  years;"  and  by  Section  16th  and  17th,, 
it  is  laid  down,  "  that  when  the  term  of  apprentice- 
"  ship  has  expired,  they  may  be  apprenticed  anew; 
"  and  the  service  of  a  negro  soldier  is  directed  to 
<c  be  for  life;"  so  that  here  is  involuntary  servitude 
for  life,  established  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  pur- 
porting to  abolish  slavery.     The  soldier  may  endure 
some  sea  sickness  in  crossing  the  Atlantic,  I  suppose, 
because  he  receives  some  compensation ;  but  here 
is  a  permanent,  sedentary  slavery  for  life,  under  the 
name  of  apprenticeship,  without  any  compensation, 
established  by  this  liberating  Act  of  our  Legisla- 
ture ;  and  the  seat  of  this  new  slavery  is  in  Free- 
town, in  the  Colony  founded  by  the  most  benevolent 
men,  on  the  most  liberal  plan  :  exalted  as  the  freest 
spot  on  earth,  to  enlighten  benighted  Africa ;  and 
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displayed  to  the  world    as   the    finest  example  of 
British  liberty,  and  British  philanthropy  !  ! ! 

But  with  sorrow  I  must  declare,  this  substitute 
for  the  Slave  Trade,  appears  evidently  to  have  been 
a  premeditated  plan,  well  laid  before  the  Act  passed, 
from  the  interesting  letter  which  your  worthy  Se- 
cretary, Mr.  Macaulay,  wrote  to  Governor  Ludlam, 
dated  London,  7th  of  May,  1807  *. 


EXTRACT. 

<c  You  somewhat  misconceive  our  ideas  in  this 

cc  country    on    the    subject    of    African     slavery. 

<c  While  the  Slave  Trade  lasted,  I  certainly   felt 

"  very  averse  to  giving  any  direct  encouragement 

fc  to  the  purchasing  of  slaves,  with  a  view  to  the 

fc  benefit  of  their  labour  for  a  certain  given  period  ; 

ff  but  I  always  looked  forward  to  the  event  of  the 

fc  Abolition,  as  removing  many  objections  to  that 

(C  system/' 

Thus  the  Abolition  Act  is  to  give  us  slaves  without 
purchase,  by  seizing  them  from  our  allies ;  and 
then  the  framers  of  this  magical  Act  (which  is  to 
free  and  enslave  at  the  same  moment),  acknow- 
ledge, that  they  look  forward  to  its  removing  many 
objections  to  our  purchasing  Africans,  for  the  same 
avowed  and  specific  purpose  ourselves !  As  I  view 

*  To  be  found  with  the  others,  as  before  directed. 
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and  consider  this  whole  plan,  the  Act,  the  pro-; 
moters,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  en- 
forced,, I  am  scarcely  able  to  suppress  the  language 
that  would  express  my  sensations ;  however,  I  must 
repeat  what  he  says :  ff  You  somewhat  misconceive 
{C  our  ideas  in  this  country,  on  the  subject  of 
cc  African  slavery/'  That  is,  we  are  the  most 
abominable  hypocrites  on  earth ;  proclaiming  to 
the  world,  that  from  the  finest  feelings  of  justice 
and  humanity,  we  are  abolishing  the  Slave  Trade  ; 
yet,  in  the  most  surreptitious  manner,  we  are 
determined  to  pursue  it  vigorously,  and  raise  all 
tropical  produce  *  by  slaves,  not  in  the  West  Indies, 
but  in  Africa. 

The  West  Indian  planters  and  merchants  suf- 
fered, and  complained  long  since  ;  but  when  they 
perceive  the  authors  of  their  calamity  planning  to- 
obtain  plantations  without  purchase,  labourers  with- 
out expense,  territory  from  the  Gambia  to  Angola, 
and  a  monopoly  of  the  exports  and  imports,  1  fear 
they  will  consider  this  an  attempt  at  their  inevi- 
table ruin.  The  army  having  taken  near  three 
thousand  of  the  finest  slaves,  may  have  retarded 
the  benefit  of  this  plan  ;  but  though  slow,  it  will  be 
sure.  A  peace  will  leave  the  captured  negroes 
without  diminution,  or  competition.  The  Brazil 
and  Havannah  produce  will  throw  the  West  In- 
dian planters  out  of  the  foreign  market ;  and  here 
will  be  an  effort  to  undersell  them  in  the  home 

*  Pan*  for  boiling  sugar  were  long  since  sent  to  Sierra  Leone. 
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hiarket;  But  this  is  too  large  a  field  for  me  ;  I  shall 
only  remark.,  that  Prince  Talleyrand,  many  years 
past,  explained  the  advantages  that  would  arise  to 
France,  by  cultivating  colonial  produce  in  Africa  ; 
though  he  did  not  recommend  the  confiscation  of 
property,  that  by  a  fiction  might  be  turned  to  the 
very  use  which  caused  it  to  be  confiscated. 

Sir,  I  lament  being  obliged  to  speak  of  myself; 
but  our  relative  situations  with  respect  to  the  Slave 
Trade  and  Sierra  Leone,  being  the  cause  of  this 
public  address  to  you,  it  is  necessary  to  shew  what 
we  have  both  done,  what  benefit  has  arisen,  and 
then  to  point  out  the  best  mode  my  humble  efforts 
can  devise,  for  insuring  a  secure,  perfect,  and  uni- 
versal Abolition,  by  which  Africa  may  be  raised 
from  its  degraded  and  besotted  state,  to  its  natural 
elevation  in  the  civilized  world. 

It  is  evident  that  the  objects  you  had  in  found- 
ing the  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone,  have  completely 
failed.  The  dissipation  of  your  funds  proved  the 
injudiciousness  of  your  trade;  cultivation  and  civi- 
lization were  not  attempted.  The  native  Chiefs .* 
considered  your  servants  as  faithless  and  perfidious, 
your  Colony  was  a  wilderness,  your  settlers  poor  andv 
dissatisfied,  and  the  Slave  Trade  nurtured,  until  Mr. 
Thompson  arrived  as  Governor  f. 

*  Four  most  extraordinary  letters  in  Arabic  from  those  Chiefs 
to  our  universally  beloved  Sovereign,  establishing  this,  and  de- 
fcominating  the  persons,  are  now  in  London,  and  translated. 

f  The  true  state  of  Sierra   Leone,  in  1808^  will  be  clearly 

E 
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The  Abolition  Act  has  transferred  the  Slave  Trade 
from  England  to  Portugal  and  Spain  ;  it  has  thrown 
our    Colonies  back,    and    advanced    the    Brazils 
and  Havannah  more  in  six  years,  than  thirty  had 
done  before.     Do  not  let  it  be  supposed,  that  I 
would  have  had  the  sin  and  degradation  of  the  Slave 
Trade  continue  to  be  attached  to  England :  when 
justice  immolates  wealth  on  the  altar  of  humanity, 
it  is  an  offering  grateful  to  her  benevolent  spirit ; 
but  this  Act  has  scarcely  diminished  the  number  of 
slaves  carried  from  the  coast ;    the  Portugal   and 
Spanish  trade  has   so  wonderfully  increased,  that 
the  difference  is  insignificant  since  ours  was  abo- 
lished, and  what  is  worse,  it  has  augmented  the 
negroes'  sufferings  in  the  trans- Atlantic  passage : 
the  Brazil  ships  are  not  only  filled  most  unmerci- 
fully, but  the  Spaniards  (in  general)  from  the  Ha- 
vannah, fearful  of  our  cruisers  *,  come  without  irons, 
and  therefore,  for  security,  stow  those  unoffending 
Beings  into  the  hold,  like  lumps  of  Cam  wood; 
never  opening  the  hatchways  more  than  once  a 
day,  to  convey   food  in,  and   drag   the   dead  out. 
It  is  thus  literally  a  fact,  that  securing  them  with 
irons,  was  mercy  compared  to  committing  them  to 

seen  from  documents  sent  to  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  by 
Governor  Thompson  ;  from  his  correspondence  with  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  (then  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies);  from  the 
Protest  of  the  Governor  and  Council  against  the  Abolition  Act ; 
and.  the  system  of  apprenticeship,  transmitted  for  the  Privy 
Council ;  and  lastly,  from  Governor  Thompson's  Memorial  to  the 
Treasury  iu  1813. 

*  Appendix,  No.  5. 
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suffocation,  by  confinement  in  the  hold  of  their 
vessels ;  from  whence  they  cannot  emerge  to  fresh 
air,  until  they  arrive  at  their  final  destination. 

I  do  not  conceive  we  are  even  redeemed  from 
the  sin  of  this  trade.  Africa,  and  the  Abolition 
cause,  cannot  derive  any  advantage  by  our  not 
carrying  the  slaves  to  the  West  Indies,  to  make 
soldiers  of  them  there,  if  we  make  soldiers  of 
them  in  Africa,  and  then  transport  them  to  the 
West  Indies;  nor  can  our  buying  slaves  ill 
Africa,  and  selling  them  in  the  West  Indies; 
or  seizing  them  in  Africa,  and  employing  them 
there,  under  the  name  of  apprentices,  on  the 
same  labour  for  life  without  pay  or  reward,  benefit 
Africa,  or  promote  Abolition.  Certainly  fewer  ne- 
groes may  be  enslaved  by  us  in  this  way  than  for- 
merly ;  but  I  think  if  a  person  purchases  a  slave, 
and  does  not  expect  a  constant  supply,  he  will  be 
more  likely  to  treat  his  slave  leniently^  than  the 
person  who  obtained  him  for  nothing,  and  may  ex- 
pect a  supply  on  the  same  terms.  The  number 
might  be  diminished,  but  the  cruelty  will  be  in- 
creased. 

Thus,  the  real  Abolition  of  slavery  seems  to  have 
been  as  little  served,  and  the  true  object  of  annihi- 
lating the  Slave  Trade  as  little  promoted,  as  the  pro- 
mises of  the  Company  or  Institution  for  remune- 
rating, cultivating,  and  civilizing  Africa,  have  been 
carried  into  effect.  Yet  I  do  not  mean  to  attribute 
all  this  to  you,  I  do  not  mean  to  exhibit  this  as 
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your  original  intention.  No;  "  they  have  en- 
ee  twined  about  the  easy  hearted  man,,  to  hug  him 
Cl  into  snares." 

Uninstructed  by  those  in  authority,,  unaided  by 
the  learned,  and  removed  from  the  power  of  re- 
search,, I  put  in  force  the  law  of  every  nation, 
where  it  restrained  the  subject  from  the  practice  of 
this  diabolical  traffic ;  because  I  was  convinced  no 
nation  would  attempt  to  induce  England  to  encou- 
rage, what  her  own  laws  had  forbidden. 

Where  the  law  of  nations  could  assist  this  great 
cause  of  justice  and  humanity,  I  called  it  to  my 
support,  and  to  the  Treaty  of  Portugal  I  gave  the 
most  liberal  construction  *  ;  satisfied  that  the  Prince 
Regent  of  Portugal,  from  his  wise  determination, 
benevolence,  and  love  of  justice,  would  not  claim 
more  dominion  than  he  actually  possessed,  for  the 
purpose  of  increasing  a  trade  he  had  considered  a 
disadvantage.  Therefore,  when  he  declared  his 
resolution  to  confine  his  subjects  to  the  dominions 
he  actually  possessed,  and  gradually  to  abolish  the 
trade,  the  highest  compliment  I  could  pay  him,  was 
to  support  those  beneficent  declarations  which  he 
had  bound  himself  to  Great  Britain  to  enforce.  I 
did  accordingly  restrain  his  undutiful  subjects ;  and 
whenever  I  found  they  had  obtained  slaves  from  any 
place  not  actually  in  the  dominions  of  Portugal,  I 
re  ieved  them  of  their  illegitimate  cargo.  By  these 

*  Vide  Appendix,  No.  4,  given  at  length. 
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means,  I  was  providentially  the  cause  of  liberating 
about  two  thousand  five  hundred  innocent  Africans, 
and  delighted  in  the  prospect  of  practically  bene'- 
fiting  the  Abolition  of  slavery ;  but  my  joy  was 
quickly  turned  to  commiseration.  The  human  be- 
ings passed  free  from  the  judicial  authority,  only 
to  be  subjugated  anew  !  Thus  by  the  Act  of  Aboli- 
tion is  the  Slave  Trade  restricted,  but  the  slavery 
unrestrained  ;  and  by  means  of  that  Bill,  supposed 
to  be  your  own  formation,  I  may  be  said  to  have 
benefited  the  cause,  as  little  as  yourself. 

Now,  Sir,  after  twenty-seven  years  of  injudi- 
cious exertion  in  the  cause  of  Abolition,  allow  me  to 
entreat  of  you  to  relinquish  all  farther  interference. 
Suffer  it  to  rest  with  the  noble  Lord,  into  whose 
care  the  executive  authority  of  this  empire  has  in- 
trusted its  completion. 

Your  Secretary,  in  his  letter  to  Governor  Lud- 
lam  (already  given),  dated  London,  4th  Nov.  1807, 
says,  <e  Lord  Castlereagh,  with  whom  our  business 
"  more  immediately  lies,  is  good  humoured  and 
(f  complying ;"  and  Mr.  Wilberforce  desires  me  to 
add,  "  disposed  from  a  point  of  honour  to  do  the 
"  utmost  for  the  Abolitionists/' 

Surely  there  never  was  any  person  more  disre- 
spectfully and  unfairly  treated  by  those  defective 
Abolitionists,  than  this  Nobleman;  who,  in  1806, de- 
clared "  his  rooted  abhorrence  of  the  Slave  Trade ;" 
who,  as  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  has  made 
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perpetual  exertions  with  the  Court  of  Brazil, 
has  induced  many  European  Powers  to  join  this 
glorious  confederacy  against  African  slavery. 

As  to  France,  His  Most  Christian  Majesty  has 
declared  by  Treaty  *,  "  that  he  agrees  with  his  Bri- 
C(f  tannic  Majesty  as  to  the  principle  of  the  Slave 
<f  Trade  heing  repugnant  to  natural  justice ;  that 
<f  his  subjects  shall  not  carry  it  on  above  five  years ; 
tf  that  the  slave  merchant  shall  not  import  or  sell, 
fc  but  in  the  Colony  of  the  nation  of  which  he  is  a 
"  subject ;  and  lastly,  that  he  will  join  his  efforts 
ef  to  induce  every  Power  in  Christendom  to  decree 
cc  such  an  Abolition,  as  will  oblige  it  universally  to 
se  cease  in  five  years/' 

What  could  be  expected  more  from  that  great 
and  independent  nation?    In  return  for  conquests 
restored  on  the  Continent,  she  was  to  receive  from 
Great  Britain,  some  of  her  colonies  in  Africa,  ancl 
in  the  West  Indies;    we  were   bound  to  deliver 
them   unconditionally.      She    could    not  form   an 
exact    notion    how  those    colonies    were    circum- 
stanced ;  and  therefore  to  plaee  her  on  an  equality 
with  Portugal  and  Spain  (whom  we  ha^e  permitted, 
and  do  permit,  to  carry  on  the  trade),  she  asks  five 
years  for  her  own  subjects  to   trade  to  her  owi} 
colonies,   during  which  time  she  will  make  every 
pxertion  to  have  it  universally  abolished. 

f  Vide  Treaty  with  France,  1814. 


Could  the  King  of  France,  in  justice  to  his  sub- 
jects, have  done  more?  In  the  unsteady  situation  he 
was  then  placed,  ought  we  to  have  asked  more? 
And  if  he  had  precipitated  himself  into  a  declaration 
for  immediate  Abolition,  against  the  wishes  of  his 
subjects,  what  great  benefit  would  have  followed? 
The  universal  consent  of  the  civilized  nations  of  the 
world  would  not  have  been  instantly  obtained,  as 
the  late  decision  of  Congress  has  demonstrated. 
Portugal  and  Spain  would  have  continued  and  in- 
creased their  trade  in  proportion,  and  rendered  the 
philanthropy  of  France,  as  abortive  as  they  have 
rendered  the  Abolition  Act  of  Great  Britain ;  they 
would  have  supplied  the  French  colonies,  adding 
cruelty  to  captivity  ;  and  from  being  pertinaciously 
atrocious,  would  have  defeated  every  humane  ex- 
ertion. 

Certainly,  unbounded  applause  would  have  at- 
tached to  the  negociator,  if  the  Abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade  had  been  included  in  the  Treaty ;  and 
Lord  Castlereagh  must  be  alive  to  national  ap- 
plause ;  therefore  Fame  alone  would  have  been  a 
sufficient  incentive  to  his  utmost  exertion  in  the 
cause:  but  every  dispassionate  person  will  allow, 
that  his  Lordship  could  not,  though  he  would,  have 
obtained  more  from  France ;  he  ought  not,  if  he 
could,  have  shaken  the  seat,  on  which  we  had  just 
placed  the  Monarch ;  for  it  would  not  firmly  and 
permanently  have  established  universal  Abolition, 
though  it  might  have  renewed  the  calamities  of 
Europe,  without  ending  the  miseries  of  Africa, 
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Had  his  Lordship  been  decried ;  had  the  appro- 
bation he  received  for  the  treaty  been  diminished  by 
his  fair  opponents,  it  might  have  been  natural ; 
but  to  be  blown  upon  by  those  who  are  the  constant 
supporters  of  every  Administration,  at  the  moment 
he  was  labouring*  for  their  own  measures,  was  as  little 
consistent  in  them,  as  injurious  to  his  Lordship. 

But  this  is  not  all ;  every  thing  deserving  praise 
is  to  be  attributed  to  others.  Lord  Castlereagh  en- 
deavoured to  acquire  information  concerning  the 
windward  coast.  A  very  intelligent  merchant  in 
the  city  supplied  the  materials.  His  Lordship 
communicated  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and 
obtained  from  the  French  Monarch  a  grand  con- 
cession, <e  that  his  Majesty's  subjects  should 
tf  not  trade  for  slaves,  North  of  Cape  Formosa." 
Immediately  an  extract  of  a  letter  appears  in  our 
newspapers,  (as  from  Mr.  Wilberforce  to  a  friend), 
stating,  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  received  a  letter  from 
the  Duke  of  Wellington,  informing  him,  that  his 
Grace  had  obtained  this  desirable  relinquishment 
of  the  coast;  as  if  Mr.  Wilberforce,  and  the 
gallant  Duke  had  achieved  all  this  without  the 
concurrence,  advice,  or  assistance  of  Lord  Castle- 
reagh.  (I  write  from  the  Paper,  and  the  effect  it 
carried  in  my  apprehension  at  the  moment.)  I  am 
no  eulogist C(  as  Brutus  is ;"  but  will  state  the  truth, 
though  it  may  appear  panegyric ;  for  when  truth 
is  panegyric,  it  ought  not  to  be  withheld.  The 
able  Statesman,  into  whose  hands  this  great  cause  is 
intrusted,  has  done  well ;  very  well.  Let  not  those, 
who  pretend  to  be  Abolitionists,  retard  his  efforts  by 
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detraction.  I  hope  all  true  Abolitionists  will  en- 
courage, by  doing  justice;  will  incite,  by  acknow- 
legement ;  and  stimulate,,  by  praise.  His  Lordship 
will  then  (for  it  is  human  nature)  be  still  more  zea- 
lously indefatigable  to  this  glorious  Cause. 

When  the  French  Monarch  finds  Saint  Domingo 
invincible,  the  necessity  for  a  great  supply  of  slaves 
will  cease ;  and  he  will  be  more  inclined  to  gratify 
his  benevolent  wishes,  and  perhaps  yield  some  por- 
tion of  the  stipulated  period.  Lord  Castlereagh  and 
the  renowned  Duke  will  watch  every  favourable  mo- 
ment for  such  a  happy  occurrence,  and  secure  every 
practicable  advantage. 

We  have  had  a  fair  exposition  of  the  Treaty  with 
Portugal ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  Lord  Castlereagh 
will  consider  it  more  profoundly,  and  enforce  the 
liberal  intentions  of  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal 
most  strictly.  When  the  Prince  removes  from  the 
Brazils  (though  at  present  he  appears  to  have  deferred 
it),  his  good  wishes  may  with  safety  be  carried  fully 
into  effect ;  and  I  am  satisfied  Lord  Castlereagh,  as 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  will,  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  (with  the  Aid  of  France),  insist,  that 
the  gradual  Abolition,  which  Portugal  pledged  her- 
self to  commence  on  February,  1810,  should  be 
completed  in  1819 ;  and  an  Abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade  commanded  by  that  nation. 

Spain  becomes  now  the  only  nation  to  humanize. 
She  has  few  colonies  to  supply,  and  no  dominions  in 
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Africa  to  bring  slaves  from  ;  therefore  she  has  less 
cause  to  complain  of  restriction,,  than  even  Por- 
tugal ;  yet  she  has  never  been  restrained  by  Treaty, 
nor  even  by  the  hazard  of  an  expression  of  feeling 
in  favour  of  Africa.  But  the  Royal  License,,  per- 
mitting the  subjects  of  Spain  to  carry  on  the  Slave 
Trade,  will  expire  in  the  year  1816;  and  a  renewal 
of  that  License,  I  hope  Lord  Castlereagh,  by  di- 
rection of  the  Prince  Regent  of  England,  will  make 
every  possible  exertion  to  prevent.  We  have  up- 
held Spain  as  a  nation,  because  we  supposed  her 
struggling  for  freedom;  yet,  at  that  very  time, 
Spain  was  depressing  Africa,  by  dragging  addi- 
tional thousands  of  her  sons  into  slavery. 

The  Royal  License  is  never  renewed,  but  under  a 
representation  from  the  colonies  that  a  fresh  supply 
of  negroes  is  required.  Cuba  is  the  only  place  of 
consequence,  and  I  conceive  she  has  been  amply 
stocked,  except  her  new  farms;  and  if  the  trade 
never  was  to  end  until  every  spot  of  new  ground 
was  cultivated,  it  must  continue  to  eternity.  There- 
fore the  first  point  is  now,  to  conciliate  the  prin- 
cipal persons  at  the  Havannah.  Some  "  bona 
"  fide"  Spanish  property  has,  I  fear,  been  con- 
demned, and  the  Spaniards  in  general  at  the  Ha- 
vannah are  much  incensed.  They  have  con- 
tinually opposed  our  efforts  with  the  Cortes,  with 
the  Monarchs  in  Spain,  and  lately  they  sent  even 
to  the  Congress  at  Vienna,  to  prevent  any  inter- 
ference in  favour  of  the  Abolition.  1  by  no  means 
however  despair  of  their  good  offices  yet  in  this 
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great  cause.     Let  us,   (by  amicable  settlement,) 
restore  the  full  amount  of  what  they  are  justly  en- 
titled to ;  we  may  then  more  peremptorily  request 
justice  for  Africa ;  and  I  think  a  renewal  of  the 
Royal  License  never  will  be  demanded,  if  the  Ha- 
vannah  merchants  are  satisfied :  on  them  it  solely 
depends,  and  by  them  we  may  peaceably  obtain  an 
Abolition  on  the  part  of  Spain.     Our  justice  will 
produce  their  liberality.     I  do  not  speak  on  sur- 
mise, it  is  worth  the  trial ;  for  though  Spain  may 
for  a  little  hug  the  chains  of  despotism  and  super- 
stition, she  will  cease  to  forge  fetters  for  Africa. 

But  that  part  of  the  Treaty  with  France  which 
should  have  received  unbounded  praise,  is  passed 
over.     The  great  point  to  obtain,  is  to  have  this 
traffick  in  human  beings  universally  declared  to  be 
a  violation  of  the  law  of  nature  and  nations.     The 
determination  of  Prance  to  aid  and  assist  in  this, 
the  noble  Lord  has  obtained;  and  for  so  doing  he 
has  deserved  great  praise  :  and  this  appears  the  de- 
cided opinion  of  the  African   Institution,   for  in 
page  ten  of  the  eighth  Report  we  are  informed, 
"  the  Directors  have  long  been  persuaded  that  all 
<c  that  can  be  effected  in  inducing  particular  States 
sc  to  renounce  the  traffick  in  slaves,  however  im- 
•  c  portant  in  itself,  will  produce  but  a  very  partial 
cc  benefit  to  Africa,  unless,  on  the  conclusion  of  a 
"  general  peace,  that  renunciation  should  become 
fe  general,  and  be  adopted  as  a  part  of  the  stand- 
•f  ing  policy    of    the    great    commonwealth    of 
f  Europe,'3 
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Nothing  can  be  more  true  than  this ;  and  any 
person  will  naturally  ask,  w!-y  you,  and  your 
friends,  who  have  always  wished  to  have  the  ma- 
nagement of  every  thing  connected  with  Abolition, 
did  not  unremittingly  labour  to  have  the  Slave  Trade 
pronounced  a  violation  of  the  law  of  nature  and 
nations  by  the  European  Powers  assembled  in 
Congress  ?  To  obtain  such  a  declaration  from  those 
wise  and  enlightened  Sovereigns,  could  not  have 
been  difficult ;  yet  I  never  heard  that  any  attempt 
had  been  made  to  call  forth  such  a  declaration  with 
any  probability  of  success,  because  no  solid  foun- 
dation was  laid  for  such  a  demand,  by  proving  the 
trade  to  be  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  the  law 
of  nature.  Suppose  you  had  prevailed  on  that  un- 
paralleled Civilian,  Sir  William  Scott,  to  lay  his 
great  mind  to  the  subject  ?  suppose  you  had  induced 
such  an  incomparable  lawyer  as  Sir  VV  lliam  Grant, 
to  have  given  his  assistance  in  drawing  up  a  re- 
monstrance against  the  Slave  Trade ;  proving  this 
incitement  to  war,  this  destruction  of  all  domestic 
comforts,  this  severing  of  every  social  tie,  and  this 
barter  of  humanity  for  a  roll  of  tobacco,  to  be  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  nature  and  nations  ?  and  that 
you  had  caused  such  a  diplomatic  document  to  have 
been  distributed  and  enforced  at  this  all-powerful 
Congress ;  must  not  the  effect  have  been  such  as 
the  most  devoted  Abolitionist  could  have  desired  ? 

About  sixty  years  since,  four  of  our  great  men 
replied  to  a  Prussian  Manifesto  against  the  right  of 
search ;  it  was  termed  the  <(  unanswerable  answer/* 
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and  carried  conviction  throughout  the  world ;  yet 
that  was  founded  on  political  justice ;  this  argument 
on  Divine  truth ;  for  the  law  of  nations  is  built  on 
the  unerring  rules  of  justice,  which  unchangeably 
direct  every  law,  human  or  Divine,  for  individual 
man,  or  collective  empire;  it  is  founded  on  the 
law  of  nature,  directed  by  the  law  of  God.  Our 
Saviour  says,  "  We  should  do  unto  others,  as  we 
<{  would  they  should  do  unto  us."  Puffendorf  de- 
fines the  law  of  nature,  "  to  be  the  great  rule  pre- 
f(  scribed  by  our  Saviour,  of  doing  to  men, 
<(  as  we  would  be  done  by."  Hobbs  proves  it 
thus ;  ' '  The  rule  to  try  the  law  of  nature  by  is  this ; 
tf  whenever  you  are  going  to  commit  any  act 
"  against  any  person,  suppose  yourself  in  the  place 
(C  of  that  person,  and  act  by  him  as  in  similar 
((  circumstances  you  would  wish  him  to  act  by 
"  you."  If  slave  traders  would  follow  this  rule,  the 
trade  would  perish  by  an  act  of  suicide ! 

Cicero,  in  his  beautiful  fragment,  considers  the 
law  of  nature  and  nations  the  same.  Grotius  de- 
fines the  "  Lex  Naturae  to  be  just  consequences, 
"  drawn  from  natural  principles ;"  and  the  ff  Jus 
"  Gentium  to  be  the  universal  consent  of  nations 
"  to  those  principles." 

Vattel  defines  the  law  of  nations  ef  to  be  a  just 
<c  and  rational  application  of  the  law  of  nature  to 
"  the  affairs  and  conduct  of  nations." 

It  is  indisputably  allowed,  that  the  slave  trade  is 
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a  violation  of  justice,  humanity,,  and  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  universal  jurisprudence;  thus  it  cannot  be 
supported  by  that  law  which  is  built  on  natural 
justice,  and  founded  on  Divine  precept;  would 
not  this  subject,  enforced  by  the  powerful  argu- 
ments of  such  pre-eminent  men  as  I  have  men- 
tioned, have  been  irresistible?  they  would  have 
illumined,  they  would  have  convinced,  and  like  the 
divine  rod  of  Aaron,  have  dispersed  the  serpents  of 
the  magicians.  Why  was  not  such  a  remonstrance 
obtained  and  dispersed  ? 

I  think  it  might  have  been  effected  with  as  much 
ease  *,  at  as  little  expence,  and  perhaps  might  have 
rendered  as  much  service  to  the  cause,  as  Mr. 
Wilberforce's  letter  to  Prince  Talleyrand.  Yet  it 
will  be  reiterated,  that  this  all-instructive  epistle  is 
the  Talisman  "to  appal  the  guilty,  set  mad  the  free/' 
and  insure  universal  Abolition. 

I  shudder  at  the  state  we  are  now  plunged  in. 
This  question,  I  learn,  has  been  dismissed  from 
the  Congress,  without  an  argument  being  offered 
in  its  favour.  Spain  and  Portugal  resisted  the  in- 
terference of  those  mighty  Sovereigns  with  this 
subject,  because  "  they  did  not  interfere  with  the 
"  territorial  divisions  in  Europe."  (I  write  from 
general  report.)  Surely  this  was  not  a  sufficient 
reason  to  induce  those  powerful  Potentates  to  re- 

*  Eighth  Report  Account,  "paid  for  a  large  number  of  Mr. 
Wilberforce's  Letter  on  the  Slave  Trade,  831.  4s.  fid/' 
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linquish    their    duty  ?    for   Vattel    lays    it   down, 
(Prelim.  13,)  "  That  the  object  of  the  great  so- 
tf  ciety,  established  by  nature  between  all  nations, 
'-'  is  the  interchange  of  mutual  assistance  for  their 
ff  improvement ;  and  the  first  general  law  that  we 
ee  discover  in  the  very  object  of  the  society  of  na- 
"  tions,  is  that  each  individual  nation  is  bound  to 
fc  contribute  every  thing  in  her  power  to  the  hap- 
"  piness    and    perfection    of    all    the    others." 
Did  not  this  law  conclusively  bind  them  to  interfere 
and  contribute  to  the  happiness  and  perfection  of 
Africa?  The  same  great  author  informs  us,  that 
the  second  general  law  is,   "  That  every  nation 
"  should  be  left  to  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of 
"  that  liberty,  which  she  inherits  from   nature/' 
No  one  can  deny  that  the  Slave  Trade  destroys 
the  peaceable  enjoyment    of   liberty;    surely  the 
Sovereigns  in  Congress  should  have  imperatively 
said,  "  We  are  in  duty  bound  to  enter  into  this 
fc  question ;    we   are  assembled  for  the  preserva- 
"  tion  of  other  nations ;  to  secure  them  from  ruin, 
"  contribute  to  their  perfection,  render  them  justice 
f(  ourselves,  and  to  use  all  proper  endeavours  that 
"  such  justice  be  universally  dispensed." 

Such  is  the  sound  principle  those  mighty  Monarchs 
would  have  declared,  and  could  have  supported 
their  determination  by  the  highest  authority 
Vattel,  writing  on  the  duty  of  nations,  (b.  2.  c.  1.) 
says,  (C  No  one  nation  should  hinder  another  from 
"  attaining  the  end  of  civil  society,  or  render  her 
(C  incapable  of  attaining  it ;  which  general  prin- 


64 

rc  ciple  forbids  nations  to  practise  any  evil  manfett- 
"  vres  tending  to  create  disturbances  in  another 
ec  state,  to  foment  discord,  to  corrupt  its  people,  to 
ff  raise  enemies,   or  deprive  it  of  natural  advan- 
"  tages."     The  Slave  Trade  surely  creates  all  those 
evils.     Then  they  might  have    concluded;  ff  the 
"  learned Grotius  (de  Jure,  B,  and  P.  L.  2nd.  C.  20.) 
"  asserts,  that  a  Sovereign  may  justly  take  up  arms 
<(  to  chastise  nations  which  are  guilty  of  enormous 
"  transgressions  against  the  law  of  nature:"  and 
thus,  from  their  general  conduct,  I  am  authorized 
in  saying  they  would  have  replied,  had  they  been 
ably  incited  by  a  learned  and  eloquent  remonstrance 
addressed  to  them  when  assembled  on    the  great 
bench  of  justice,  declaring  and  enforcing  the  law 
of  nature  and  nations,  for  the  prosperity,  protec- 
tion, and  happiness  of  mankind.     A  dictum,  that 
the  Slave  Trade  was  contrary  to  the  law  of  nature 
and  nations,  would  have  issued;   those   merciless- 
miscreants  that  avariciously  persevere  in  it,  might 
then  have  been  seized  on  in  their  true  character, 
"  hostes  humani  generis/*  and  annihilated:  but  in 
truth  I  cannot  any  where  discover,  an  effort  decla- 
ratory of  a  sincere  determination  to  have  this  trade' 
exterminated ! ! ! 

The  late  decision  of  Congress,  now  ultimately 
leaves  the  completion  of  this  question  with  Lord 
Castlereagh ;  who  I  hope  will  cease  to  communicate 
privately  with  those  pilferers  of  his  popularity ; 
from  which  I  anticipate  the  most  favourable  result : 
for  although  we  have  lost  the  opportunity  of  catch- 
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ing  the  collective  concurrence  of  the  Sovereigns  of 
Europe,  yet  we  may  obtain  their  individual  acquies- 
cence to  establish  this  traffick  in  fellow-creatures, 
a  violation  of  the  law  of  God,  of  Nature,  and  of  Na- 
tions. Prance  has  pledged  herself  to  aid  and  assist 
Great  Britain  in  the  completion  of  this  great  work, 
lovely  in  the  contemplation  of  God  and  man ;  the 
finest  feelings  of  this  empire  will  be  gratified; 
and  the  Statesman  under  the  crown  of  England, 
who  shall  be  the  instrument  in  obtaining  this  ful- 
filment of  our  wishes,  by  his  zeal/  his  wisdom,  his 
benevolence,  and  perseverance,  will  deservedly 
enjoy,  the  Christian's  blessing,  and  the  Negro's 
prayer. 

I  have  said  Sir,  I  would  rejoice  to  see  you  resign 
the  prominent  part  you  have  so  unsuccessfully  taken, 
in  abolishing  the  Slave  Trade ;  because  I  am  satis- 
fied it  is  now  placed  in  as  able  and  zealous  a  person's 
direction,  as  could  have  been  selected.  Let  him  only 
be  fanned  by  a  little  of  the  same  popular  breath,  that 
has  so  long  kept  alive  your  exertions,  and  every 
desirable  object  will  be  accomplished  in  five  years  ; 
though  for  five  and  twenty,  in  the  blaze  of  popu- 
larity, nothing  beneficial  was  effected  by  you. 

But  you  proclaim  your  desire,  that  "  Africa 
"  should  be  cultivated,  and  civilized;  commerce 
"  with  England  established,  and  the  arts  intro- 
"  duced."  As  I  have  said  before,  you  have  a 
strong  and  rich  party,  that  go  together  naturally  •; 
for  their  object  is  power,  and  their  means,  the  force 
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of  consolidated  numbers.  To  support,  and  be  sup* 
ported,  is  the  bond  of  union.  The  Societies  you 
lead,  are  rich,  and  would  be  richer,  if  their  funds 
were  not  uselessly  lavished,  for  private  advancement, 
blandishment,  or  emolument ;  yet  if  you  will  forward 
your  professed  objects,  you  can  still  render  great  be- 
nefit to  Africa,  Present  annually  the  native  Chiefs, 
who  have  relinquished  the  Slave  Trade,  with  some- 
thing useful  or  contributary  to  their  comfort.  It  is 
but  justice;  for  if  the  Chief  loses  his  comforts  by 
the  exertions  of  England,  he  may  naturally  look 
to  England  for  some  compensation ;  until  other 
sources  are  opened,  from  whence  he  can  attain  a 
supply,  give  him  implements  of  agriculture,  and 
the  instruments  used  by  mechanics ;  you  may 
quickly  observe  to  what  good  use  they  will  be 
turned;  give  a  few  articles  for  common  use,  and 
something  for  luxury,  as  tobacco,  bafts,  beads,  a 
little  rum,  a  little  powder  and  shot,  and  a  few 
fowling  pieces.  The  Chieftains  may  then  begin 
to  think  the  white  men  honest,  and  really  desirous 
to  befriend  them  ;  though  at  present  they  have  no 
such  belief;  while  we  are  useful,  they  will  have 
intercourse,  and  when  friendly  they  will  have  con- 
fidence :  having  obtained  this  foundation,  you  may 
safely  send  persons  to  instruct  the  rising  genera- 
tion. Thus  you  raise  the  superstructure ;  establish 
a  market  for  the  natural  productions  of  the  country, 
and  the  superfluities  of  labour ;  then  you  will  soon 
convince  every  Potentate  on  that  continent,  how 
much  more  valuable  it  is,  to  employ  the  hands  of  their 
fellow- creatures,  than  to  barter  their  bodies.  After 
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this  confidence  is  obtained,  they  will  court  you  into 
the  interior ;  as  you  contribute  to  their  comforts  and 
gratifications,  they  will  give  you  their  commerce 
and  wealth ;  there  will  be  a  reciprocity  of  commer- 
cial advantages,  now  buried  under  suspicion ;  and 
when  you  infuse  knowledge  into  the  children,  the 
next  generation  will  imbibe  the  principles  of  justice, 
and  the  precepts  of  religion.  By  such  means  you 
will  at  length  facilitate  civilization,  and  increase  the 
happiness  of  Africa  ;  while  you  augment  trade,  and 
pour  wealth  into  the  lap  of  England. 

On  this  subject  I  could  enlarge  with  pleasure ; 
point  out  the  Chiefs,  and  the  places  on  the  coast, 
(the  patronage  of  which  you  wished  to  possess) 
from  the  Gambia,  to  Angola;  but  I  am  exhausted; 
fearful  that  few  who  read  this  will  completely  under- 
stand it,  because  few  are  conversant  with  the  west 
coast  of  Africa,  the  Slave  Trade,  the  Abolition  Acts, 
the  Company  and  African  Institution  Reports,  or 
the  deplorable  state  of  Sierra  Leone.  I  would 
labour  to  render  the  entire  subject  perspicuous, 
but  the  hour  of  my  departure  may  be  at  hand,  and 
the  moment  to  procure  investigation  must  not  be 
lost, 

I  have  no  time  for  condensation ;  not  even  for 
sufficient  correction.  All  I  could  do  privately,  I 
have  done ;  but  my  exertions  were  vain.  I  wrote 
to  you  from  Africa;  I  spoke  to  you  here ;  Mr.  Allen 
persuaded  you  to  call  me  before  a  Committee  of  the 
African  Institution,  which  I  found  to  be  made  up 
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of  the  select  friends  of  the  party,  and  a  few  disin-r 
terested  and  amiable,  but  timid  men.  I  expected 
nothing,  and  was  not  disappointed.  They  consid- 
ered, it  would  be  dangerous  to  impeach  the  manage- 
ment, curtail  the  patronage,  or  contract  the  mer- 
cantile interest,  of  an  old  directing  servant  and 
friend. 

You  then  importuned  me,  until  I  promised  to 
make  written  remarks  on  your  Reports,  which  I 
assured  you  were  fc  delusive  and  fallacious  from 
ff  beginning  to  end."  I  complied  with  your  re- 
quest, and  satisfied  you  I  said  nothing,  that  I  would 
not  write ;  or  that  I  would  write  nothing,  I  could  not 
prove;  for  I  concluded  my  Introduction  thus,  "  I 
"  only  request,  in  return  for  the  trouble  I  have 
ff  taken,  that  if  I  have  said,  or  have  written  any 
fc  thing  on  which  a  doubt  can  hang,  that  I  may  be 
(C  called  on  for  farther  proof,  and  it  shall  be  imme- 
(f  diately  given."  Yet  in  private  it  was  whispered 
there  was  no  proof  of  what  I  had  said,  or  written,, 
though  I  offered  it;  and  though  I  caused  to  be 
brought  before  you,  three  of  the  oldest,  most  intel- 
ligent, most  respectable,  and  most  independent 
gentlemen,  you  yourselves  eyer  sent  to  the  Colony ; 
for  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Vanneck,  and  Mr.  Nichol, 
were  all  servants  to  the  Sierra  Leone  Company, 
and  afterwards  held  considerable  offices  under  the 
crown.  But  every  thing  beneficial  to  Sierra  Leone, 
to  Africa,  or  to  England,  to  support  your  own  pro- 
fessions or  promises,  to  expose  the  defalcation  of 
funds,  or  the  aggrandizement  of  individuals,  was  to 
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be  prohibited ;  every  sacrifice  was  to  be  made  to  con- 
cealment; no  inquiry  to  be  instituted,  no  attention 
paid  to  any  representation;  lest  exposure  should 
tear  the  pillars  from  under  the  Temple  of  Promise, 
and  the  fame  of  the  very  elders  perish  in  the  ruins. 

I  was  misrepresented,,  lest  my  representations 
should  have  been  attended  to,  or  consultation,  or 
reference  lead  to  disclosure.  This  appeal  was  my 
<f  dernier  resort;"  I  embraced  it;  and  have  written 
most  rapidly  the  foregoing  pages,  in  sickness  and 
anxiety ;  while  every  energy  of  my  mind  was  enfee- 
bled by  oppression  and  annoyance.  But  I  am 
released  from  a  weight  of  responsibility  and  care  ; 
I  have  discharged  a  great  duty;  and  my  mind 
is  relieved;  with  pleasure  I  look  on  these  sheets 
however  defective ;  and  deliver  them  to  the  publick, 
with  the  determination  of  a  man,  that  has  laboured 
to  do  well ;  and  I  hope  with  a  spirit,  that  depression 
could  not  make  pusillanimous,  nor  elevation  arro- 
gant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

SIR, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
ROBERT  THORPE. 

FOLEY    PLACE, 

Feb.  1,  1815. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


SINCE  writing  the  foregoing  pages,  it  has  given 
trie  great  pleasure  to  learn,  that  the  Secretary  of 
State,  (actively  alive  to  the  call  of  justice  and  huma- 
nity) has  already  relieved  the  unfortuna'te  Messrs-. 
Brodie,  Cook,  and  Dunbar,  from  the  misery  of  con- 
finement in  the  Hulks ;  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury 
and  other  Public  Departments  will  soon  perceive 
the  foetid  fountain  from  whence  they  have  hereto- 
fore derived  their  information  concerning  this  mis- 
chievously managed  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone ;  rapa- 
city will  then  be  restrained  and  persecution  chas- 
tised, but  when  the  period  arrives  for  the  healing 
balm  of  retribution  to  flow  from  the  King  in  Council, 
and  His  Majesty's  Courts  of  Law,  "  there  will  be  a 
"  death  unto  sin,  and  a  new  birth  unto  righteous- 
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No.  I, 

Petition  from  the  Nova  Scotia  Settlers,  to  the 
Directors  of  the  Sierra  Leone  Company,  in 
1793. 

"  THAT  your  Petitioners  are  sensible  of,  and 
"  thankful  for,  the  good  intended,  by  sending  them  from 
"  Nova  Scotia  to  this  country ;  and,  in  return,  assure  gthe 
"  Directors,  they  are  well  inclined  to  assist  the  Company's 
<f  views  all  in  their  power. 

"  That  they  are  grieved  beyond  expression  to  be  forced  to 
"  complain  of  hardships  and  oppressions  loaded  on  them  by 
"  the  Managers  of  the  Colony,  which,  they  are  persuaded, 
"  the  Directors  are  ignorant  of. 

"  That  the  promises  made  by  the  Company's  Agents,  in 
"  Nova  Scotia,  were  preferable  to  any  ever  held  out  to  them 
"  before ;  and,  trusting  the  performance  of  them,  (with  the 
"  Almighty's  assistance,  and  their  own  industry,)  would  better 
"  their  condition,  induced  them  to  migrate  here.  That 
"  none  of  those  promises  have  been  fulfilled,  and  it  has  been 
u  insinuated  to  them,  that  Mr,  Clarkson  had  not  authorit5 
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<r  for  making  any,  they  therefore  beg  to  be  informed,  \vhe- 
"  ther  such  is  the  case  or  not,  and  that  the  Directors  will 
**  point  out  on  what  footing  they  are  considered. 

"  That  health  and  life  is  valuable  snd  uncertain  ;  that  not- 
"  withstanding  they  labour  under  the  misfortune  of  wanting 
c<  education,  their  feelings  are  equally  acute  \\iih  those  of 
€t  white  men,  and  they  have  as  great  an  anxiety  to  lay  a 
"  foundation  for  their  children's  freedom  and  happiness  a» 
"  any  human  beings  can  possess.  That  they  believe  the 
(<  Directors  wish  to  make  them  happy,  and  that  they  think 
**  their  sufferings  are  principally  due  to  the  conduct  of  the 
"  Company's  Agents  here,  which,  they  suppose,  have  been 
*  partially  represented  to  the  Directors. 

((  That  Mr.  Clarkson  had  promised,  in  Nova  Scotia, 
"  among  other  things,  they  should  be  supplied  with  every 
fc  necessary  of  life,  from  the  Company's  stores,  at  a  moderate 
"  advance  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  prime  cost  and  charges. 
ff  That  while  Mr.  Clarkson  remained  in  the  Colony,  they 
«  paid  no  more :  but  since  then,  they  have  been  charged 
"  upwards  of  a  hundred  per  cent.  That  they  would  not 
(f  grumble  even  at  that,  if  the  worst  of  goods  were  not  sold, 
*r  and  paltry  advantages  taken  of  them,  particularly  in  the 
"  article  of  rum.  That  they  had  known,  by  Mr.  Dawes's 
"  order,  several  puncheons  filled  up  with  thirty  gallons  of 
"  water  each ;  and  even,  though  thus  reduced,  sold  to  them 
**  at  a  more  extravagant  price  than  they  had  ever  paid 
u  before. 

"  That  the  only  means  they  have  of  acquiring  those  goods, 
"  is  by  labouring  in  the  Company's  service ;  and  even  this 
"  they  are  deprived  of,  at  the  whim  of  Mr.  Dawes,  or  any 
€t  other  gentleman  in  office,  which  they  consider  a  prodi- 
(<  gious  hardship,  as  it  is  the  only  resource  whereby  they  can 
w  provide  bread  for  their  families.  That,  out  of  mere  pique, 
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*f  several  have  been  discharged  from  service,  and  not  per- 
"  mitted,  even  with  their  little  savings,  to  purchase  provisions 
"  from  the  Company's  store- house,  the  only  one  here. 

"  That  Mr.  Clarkson  informed  them  before  he  sailed  foi 
"  England,  the  Company  had  been  mistaken  in  the  quantity 
"  of  land  they  supposed  themselves  possessed  of,  and  in 
"  consequence  only  one  fifth  part  of  what  was  originally 
t€  promised  them  (the  petitioners)  could  be  at  present  per- 
n  formed ;  which  quantity  the  surveyor  would  deliver  them 
"  in  a  fortnight  at  farthest,  but  they  should  have  the  remain- 
u  der  at  a  future  time. 

"  That  they  should  have  been  satisfied  had  they  got  one. 
4<  fifth  of  their  proportion  in  good  land,  time  enough  to  have 
u  prepared  a  crop  for  the  ensuing  year,  but  the  rains  are  now 
f<  commenced,  and  the  surveyor  has  not  finished  laying  out 
"  the  small  allotments,  which  he  might  have  done  had  he 
"  not  relinquished  the  work  as  soon  as  Mr.  Clarkson  sailed ; 
"  and  the  greater  part  of  those  he  has  surveyed  are  so  mouu- 
"  tainous,  barren,  and  rocky,  that  it  will  be  impossible  ever 
*  to  obtain  a  living  from  them. 

"  We  will  wait  patiently  until  we  hear  from  you,  because 
"  we  are  persuaded  you  will  do  us  justice ;  and  if  your  Ho- 
"  nours  will  inquire  into  our  sufferings,  compassionate  us, 
"  and  grant  us  the  privileges  we  feel  entitled  to  from  Mr. 
ft  Clarkson's  promises,  we  will  continually  offer  up  our 
"  prayers  for  you,  and  endeavour  to  impress  on  the  minds 
"  of  our  children  the  most  lasting  sense  of  gratitude," 
&c.  &c. 


NO.  a 

«  PORTUGUESE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

"  Copy  of  the  Tenth  Article  of  the  Treaty  of 
"  Friendship  and  Alliance  between  His  BRI- 
"  TANNIC  MAJESTY  and  His  Royal  Highness 
Cf  THE  PRINCE  REGENT  OF  PORTUGAL,  signed 
"  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  the  19th  of  February  1810; 
ff  and  published  by  Authority. 

*'  '  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal, 
"  being  fully  convinced  of  the  injustice  and  impoh'cy  of  the 
"  Slave  Trade,  and  of  the  great  disadvantages  whiph  arise 
"  from  the  necessity  of  introducing  and  continually  renew- 
"  ing  a  foreign  and  factitious  population  for  the  purpose  of 
"  labour  and  industry  within  his  South  American  dominions, 
"  has  resolved  to  co-operate  with  His  Britannic  Majesty  in 
"  the  cause  of  humanity  and  justice,  by  adopting  the  most 
"  efficacious  means  for  bringing  about  a  gradual  Abolition 
"  of  the  Slave  Trade  throughout  the  whole  of  his  dominions. 
"  And  actuated  by  this  principle,  His  Royal  Highness  the 
€t  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  engages  that  his  subjects  shall 
"  not  be  permitted  to  carry  on  the  Slave  Trade  on  any  part 
"  of  the  Coast  of  Africa,  not  actually  belonging  to  His  Royal 
"  Highnesses  dominions,  in  which  that  trade  has  been  dis- 
t€  continued  and  abandoned  by  the  Powers  and  States  of 
ft  Europe,  which  formerly  traded  there  ;  reserving,  however, 
f(  to  his  own  subjects  the  right  of  purchasing  and  trading  in 
<f  slaves  within  the  African  dominions  of  the  Crown  of  Por- 
«  tugal.  It  is,  however,,  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  the 
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f{  stipulations  of  the  present  article  are  not  to  be  considered 
"  as  invalidating  or  otherwise  affecting  the  rights  of  the 
"  Crown  of  Portugal  to  the  territories  of  Cabiuda  and  Mo- 
"  lembo  (which  rights  have  formerly  been  questioned  by  the 
"  Government  of  France),  nor  as  limiting  or  restraining  the 
€€  commerce  of  Ajuda  and  other  ports  in  Africa  (situated 
"  upon  the  coast  commonly  called  in  the  Portuguese  lan- 
"  guage,  the  Costa  de  Mind)f  belonging  to  or  claimed  by  the 
"  Crown  of  Portugal:  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Re- 
"  gent  of  Portugal  being  resolved  not  to  resign  nor  forego 
"  his  just  and  legitimate  pretensions  thereto,  nor  the  rights 
€€  of  his  subjects  to  trade  with  those  places,  exactly  in  the 
"  same  manner  as  they  have  hitherto  done.' 


Extract  from  the  Fifth  Article  of  the  Treaty  of 
"  Dimity,  Commerce,  and  Navigation,  between 
"  the  above  contracting  Parties;  signed  as 
"  above. 


"  (  In  order  to  avoid  any  differences  or  misunderstanding 
"  with  respect  to  the  regulations  which  may  respectively  con- 
"  stitute  a  British  or  Portuguese  vessel,  the  high  contracting 
tf  parties  agree  in  declaring,  that  all  vessels  built  in  the  do- 
"  minions  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  and  owned,  navigated., 
"  and  registered  according  to  the  laws  of  Great  Britain, 
"  shall  be  considered  as  British  vessels.  And  that  all  ships 
"  or  vessels  built  in  the  countries  belonging  to  his  Royal 
"  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal,  or  in  any  of 
"  them :  or  ships  taken  by  any  of  the  ships  or  vessels  of  war 
"  belonging  to  the  Portuguese  Government,  or  any  of  the  in- 
t(  habitants  of  the  dominions  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
"  Regent  of  Portugal,  having  commissions  or  letters  of  marque 
"  and  reprisal  from  the  Government  of  Portugal,  and  con- 
"  demned  as  lawful  prtee  in  any  Court  of  Admiralty  of  the  said 
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*c  Portuguese  Government  and  owned  by  the  subjects  of  his 
"  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal,  or  any  of 
<f  them,  and  whereof  the  master  and  three-fourths  of  the  ma^ 
"  riners,  at  least,  are  subjects  of  his  Royal  Highness  the 
"  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal ;  shall  be  considered  as  Portu- 
"  guese  vessels/ 


Here  follows  the  Commentary,  on  these  Articles, 
by  the  African  Institution. 

"  From  these  extracts,  it  appears,  that  no  Portuguese  Slave 
€<  Trade  is  lawful  which  is  carried  on  at  any  part  of  the  coast 
rt  of  Africa,  not  actually  under  the  dominion  of  the  Crown  of 
"  Portugal ;  and  that  therefore  all  vessels  trading  contrary  to 
"  this  stipulation  are  liable  to  seizure.  It  further  appears, 
t€  that  to  give  any  vessel  a  title  to  the  protection  of  the  Por- 
"  tuguese  flag  in  carrying  on  even  this  limited  traffic  in  slaves, 
"  it  is  necessary  that  she  should  either  be  built  in  the  domi- 
<ff  uions  of  Portugal,  or  condemned  as  prize  in  a  Portuguese 
<f  Court  of  Admiralty;  and  that  in  either  of  these  cases  she 
"  should  be  owned  by  a  Portuguese  subject  or  subjects,  and 
"  that  her  master  and  three-fourths  of  her  crew  should  also 
<c  be  Portuguese  subjects/' 
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No.  III. 

<c  Copy  of  Lord  Castlereagh's  Instructions  to  the 
"  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  respecting  Portuguese 
"  Slqve  Ships, 

"  Foreign  Office,  May  6, 1813. 

"  My  Lords, 

"  In  consideration  of  complaints  received 
f<  from  the  Government  of  Portugal,  respecting  certain 
"  seizures  of  Portuguese  ships  employed  in  carrying  Slaves 
<e  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  I  am  commanded  by  his  Royal 
"  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  to  desire  that  your  Lord-* 
"  ships  will  be  pleased  to  instruct  his  Majesty's  cruizers  not 
f<  to  molest  Portuguese  ships  carrying  Slaves  bona  fide  on 
tf  the  account  and  risk  of  Portuguese  subjects,  from  ports 
€<  of  Africa  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Portugal,  to  the 
"  Brazils  :  but  by  this  instruction  it  is  by  no  means  intended 
"  that  vessels,  as  hereafter  described,  should  not  be  brought 
*e  in  for  adjudication,  viz.  ? 

1 .  "  A  Portuguese  ship  bound  from  a  Portuguese  port  in 
"  Africa,  with  a  cargo  of  Slaves,  to  any  port  not  subject  to 
ff  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal. 

Q.  "  Any  Portuguese  ship  bound  to,  or  having  taken  her 
"  departure  with  a  cargo  of  Slaves  from,  any  port  in  Africa, 
ff  not  under  the  dominion  of  the  crown  of  Portugal. 

3.  "  Any  Portuguese  ship,  the  property  on  board  of  which, 
"  being  a  cargo  of  Slaves,  is  other  tban  Portuguese. 

4.  "  Any  ship  whatever,  laden  with  Slaves,  wherein  the 
"  ship  or  the  Slaves  are  in  whole,  or  in  part,  the  property  of 
?f  a  British  subject,  or  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States* 
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5.  f(  Any  ship  bearing  the  Portuguese  flag,  which  shall 
"  have  beet)  fitted  up  for  the  conveyance  of  Slaves  at  a  Bri- 
<e  tish  port,  or  of  which'  the  commander,  or  other  superior 
"  pfficer,  shall  be  3  British  subject,  or  citizen  of  the  United 

"  States. 

. 

"  In  order  to  prevent  any  misapprehension  of  what  is  to 
"  be  considered  a  Portuguese  vessel,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
"  add*,  that  the  5th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  with 
*'  Portugal,  of  1810,  which  defines  what  shall  be  considered 
"  as  a  Portuguese  ship,  applies  only  to  ships  claiming  entry 
"  in  British  ports,  under  the  favourable  duties  stipulated  in 
«  that  Treaty,  it  was  never  intended  to  confine  the  trade  of 
"  Portugal  in  all  parts  of  the  world  to  ships  of  that  descrip- 
<e  tion,  much  less  to  expose  to  capture  by  that  construction  of 
"  the  Treaty,  on  the  high  seas,  all  other  ships  claiming  to  be 
€(  Portuguese. 

"  With  respect  to  what  is  to  be  considered  as  Portuguese 
"  territory  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  your  Lordships  will  he 
"  pleased  to  direct  the  naval  officers  to  attend  as  strictly  as 
te  possible  to  the  tenor  of  the  Tenth  Article  of  the  Alliance, 
«  with  Portugal,  until  some  further  regulations  shall  be 
(s  agreed  upon  between  the  two  countries. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)  CASTLEREAGH* 

To  the  Lords  Comnmsioners  ) 
of  the  Admiralty.          J 


*  Thus  lard  Castlereagh  mildly  rebukes  the  unprecedented  interference  of 
the  African  Institution  with  the  law,  by  which  the  Navy  was  led  into  error, 
and  the  Court  compelled  to  act  against  its  conviction,  by  the  ignorant  and 
muddy -headed  confusion,  in  which  the  Institution  mixed  the  two  Treaties, 


No.  IV. 

Exposition  as  delivered  by  the  Vice  Admiralty 
Court  of  Sierra  Leone. 

The  10th  Article  of  die  Treaty  of  friendship  and  alliance 
between  his  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  Prince  Regent  of 
Portugal,  signed  Feb.  10,  1810,  cannot  be  construed  strictly; 
because  the  principle  avowed  in  the  commencement,  for  the 
restriction  of  the  trade,  is  inconsistent  with  the  extent  of  ter- 
ritory claimed  in  its  conclusion,  in  which,  without  restraint 
on  the  subject,  it  may  be  exercised  :  therefore  it  can  only  be 
construed  by  intendment,  upholding  the  benevolent  spirit 
declared  in  the  preamble,  as  actuating  the  Prince  Regent  of 
Portugal's  conduct. 

The  Article  begins  by  an  assurance,  <c  that  the  Prince 
t(  Regent  of  Portugal,  being  convinced  of  the  injustice  and 
"  impolicy  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  of  the  disadvantages 
"  which  arise  from  introducing  such  a  factitious  population 
"  into  his  South  American  dominions,  has  resolved  to  CCH- 
"  operate  with  his  Britannic  Majesty  in"  the  cause  of  hu- 
t(  manity  and  justice,  by  adopting  the  most  efficacious  means 
"  for  bringing  about  a  gradual  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade 
"  throughout  the  whole  of  his  dominions ;  and  that  his 
"  subjects  shall  not  be  permitted  to  carry  on  the  Slave  Trade 
"  on  any  part  of  the  coast  of  Africa,  not  actually  belonging 
"  to  his  Royal  Highness's  dominions:"  the  intention  of 
which  is  clearly  this  ;  that  the  Prince  Regent,  actuated  by 
feelings  of  justice  and  humanity,  and  considering  this  fac- 
titious population  a  disadvantage  to  Brazil,  is  resolved  to 
bring  slaves  only  from  and  to  his  own  dominions ;  and  even 
the  numbers  to  be  exported  from  his  dominions  on  the 
soast  of  Africa,,  shall  be  gradually  diminished, — But  the 
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article  continues,  "  reserving  however  to  his  own  subjects  the 
"  right  of  purchasing  and  trading  in  slaves  within  the  domi- 
"  nions  of  the  Crown  of  Portugal :"  and  after  this  reserva- 
tion, wherever  there  is  a  spot  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
about- which  a  doubt  could  be  started  as  to  his  dominions, 
the  Prince  Regent  stipulates,  that  his  right  shall  not  be  dis- 
puted ;  and  then  he  claims  Cabinda,  Molembo,  Ajuda,  the 
Costa  da  Mina,  or  any  part  of  Africa,  to  which  the  Crown 
of  Portugal  has  any  pretensions ;  and  the  article  concludes 
thus :  "  His  Royal  Highness  being  resolved  not  to  resign, 
"  or  forego,  his  just  and  legitimate  pretensions  ;  nor  the  right 
€<  of  his  subjects  to  trade  with  those  places,  as  they  had 
"  formerly  done  ;"  thus  the  last  part  directly  contradicts  the 
intention  declared  in  the  first,  because  Portugal  claims, 
the  whole  coast  by  gift  from  the  Pope ;  such  being  the  foun- 
dation of  this  title,  her  pretensions  are  not  to  be  disputed ; 
nor  the  right  of  her  subjects  to  trade,  in  consequence  of  those 
pretensions ;  and  lastly,  in  confirmation  of  the  Crown's  pre- 
tensions, and  the  subject's  right,  the  Royal  Passports  issued 
(in  general),  extend  the  leave  to  trade  over  the  whole  coast 
of  Africa.  Jt  is  evident  then,  if  we  attend  to  this  contra- 
dictory article,  it  must  be  from  considering  its  intention,  as 
declared  in  its  commencement ;  and  in  that  vway  I  shall  ex- 
amine it.  The  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal,  having  bound 
himself  by  this  Treaty  to  confine  his  subjects  to  the  Slave 
Trade  from  the  dominions  of  the  Crown  of  Portugal,  we  have 
to  consider  where  his  real  dominions  on  the  coast  of  Africa 
do  exist ;  and  as  I  have  assiduously  investigated  this  subject, 
my  information  may  perhaps  be  useful.  At  Molembo,  not 
a  vestige  proclaims  that  the  Portuguese  -ever  had  any  pos- 
sessions there ;  nor  do  the  natives  .allow  they  ever  had.  At 
Cabinda,  there  remain  a  few  stones,  to  mark  the  spot  where 
a  Fort  might  once  have  stood,  in  possession  of  the  Portu- 
guese ;  but  the  native  Chiefs  maintain,  they  were  only  sufr 
fered  to  be  there  for  trade,  without  any  claim  to  dominion, 
4>t  Ajuda^they  have  a  flag  staff  and  factory,  for  the  possession 
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of  which  they  pay  the  King  of  Dahomy ;  this  will  not  con- 
stitute dominion ;  and  in   no  other  place  on  the  Costa  da 
Mina  have  they  a  twig  to  mark  a  semblance,  even  of  former 
residence ;  nor  would  the  Sovereign  Powers  on   the  coast 
allow,  that  the  Portuguese  Crown  had  a  foot  of  dominion  in 
any  of  those  places  mentioned  in  this  article  of  the  treaty : 
but  on  the  Continent,  near  the  isle  of  Bissao,  they  have  a 
small  possession,  and   so  small  it  is,  that  although  Bissao 
only  exports  about  seven  hundred  slaves  a  year,  yet  those 
few  they  are  obliged  to  obtain  from  the  Bajugas,  or  the  native 
Chiefs  around  them,     At  Ajuda,  they  obtain  their  slaves  from 
the  King  of  Dahomy  ;  from  Onim,  Logos,  Papo,  Porto- 
Novo,  8cc.  &c.  by  canoes  chiefly.     At  Cabinda,  they  are 
supplied  from  Loango,  Ambriz,  and  the  Congo  ;    also  by 
canoes  ;  and  at  the  islands  of   Princes  and  Saint  Thoma? 
(being  at  a  distance  from  the  Continent),  they  are  supplied 
by  small  vessels  from  the  rivers  Gabon,   Boney,   Calabar, 
&c.  &c. 

It  can  be  positively  proved,  that  the  Prince  Regent  of  Por- 
tugal does  not  actually  possess  any  dominions  in  Africa,  ex- 
cept at  Saint  Pauls  cle  Loanda,  Novo  Rodunda,  and  at  Saint 
Philip's  Benquila  ;  therefore,  under  this  Treaty,  his  subjects 
can  fairly  carry  slaves  only  from  those  places  ;  for  it  is  the 
poorest  sophism  to  argue,  that  they  export  their  slaves  froia 
their  own  dominions,  because  their  ships  anchor  at  Princes, 
Saint  Thomas,  Ajuda,  or  Cabinda,  when  the  slaves  purchased 
from  the  native  Chiefs  on  the  Continent,  are  only  removed 
into  those  ships  by  canoes,  or  small  sloops,  from  dominions 
to  which  Portugal  has  no  claim,  and  over  which  she  never 
exercised  any  control. 

Between  latitude  eight  and  twelve,  South  of  the  Equator, 
the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  has  those  extensive  dominions 
from  Saint  Paul's  to  Saint  Philip's,  where  also  he  has  forts, 
forces,  custom  houses,  and  executive  governments ;  and  to 
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this  territory  does  the  treaty  confine  his  subjects  to  trade ; 
surely  it  is  a  sufficient  space  for  mercenary  man,  to  extend 
his  power  of  entailing  on  subdued  man  interminable  slavery. 

The  last  point  to  be  considered  is,  that  by  this  Treaty  the 
Regent  binds  himself  gradually  to  abolish  this  nefarious 
trade ;  whereas,  his  subjects  have  rapidly  increased  it  ever 
since  the  Treaty  was  signed.  There  is  a  Custom  House  at 
St.  Paul's  da  Loanda,  and  at  St.  Philip's  Benquila,  where 
small  duties  are  paid  ;  therefore  it  can  be  ascertained  what 
number  is  exported  from  Africa  to  the  Brazils,  wheii 
the  trade  is  properly  confined  to  those  places ;  it  can  also 
be  known  what  number  is  received  at  the  Brazils ;  because 
their  law  directs  a  royal  duty  there,  and  the  Passports 
could  regulate  the  number  that  should  be  exported  and  im- 
ported, by  specifying  in  the  body  of  the  Passport,  how  many 
the  ship  for  which  it  is  given  shall  be  allowed  to  carry.  At 
the  same  time  our  Court  may  justly  insist,  that  an  annual 
diminution  of  the  number  should  be  enforced  under  the 
control  of  the  Passports,  according  to  the  spirit  of  the 
Treaty :  for  it  is  but  justice  to  demand,  not  only  a  gradual 
diminution  ;  but  that  also,  as  for  five  years,  they  have  unfairly 
increased  their  trade,  so,  now  they  should  diminish  in  a 
proportion  adequate  to  the  increase  they  have  so  faithlessly 
obtained.  This  will  be  sufficient  for  the  present. 


No.  V. 

Instructions  to  the  Navy,  sent  by  the  African 
Institution. 

"  1st.  A  quantity  of  water  casks  wholly  disproportioned 
"  to  the  ordinary  consumption  of  the  ship's  crew,  and  can 
"  only  be  wanting  for  a  living  cargo. 

"  2d.  A  quantity  of  provisions,  as  rice  or  beans,  likewise  far 
<e  exceeding  the  wants  of  the  crew.  This,  however,  is  not 
fc  a  necessary  criterion,  because  it  happens  in  many  cases, 
fe  that  rice,  instead  of  being  taken  from  England,  is  pur- 
"  chased  on  the  coast,  for  the  purpose  of  feeding  the  slaves. 

"  3rd.  Barricadoes  and  Bulk-heads  to  confine  the  slaves, 
fe  either  erected,  or  prepared  with  a  view  to  future  erec- 
-*  tion. 

"  4th.  Small  tubs  for  messing  the  slaves,  commonly 
<e  called  Mess  ]£itts,  in  the  proportion  of  one  for  every  eight 
t(  or  ten  slaves. 

"  5th.  Chains  and  fetters  for  the  slaves ;  though  these 
te  may  have  been  shipped  under  the  general  name  of  iron- 
"  mongery,  and  put  up  in  casks  till  wanted  for  use,  in  order 
<e  to  avoid  suspicion. 

"  6th.  Main-deck  gratings,  used  almost  exclusively  onboard 
"  slave  ships.  It  generally  happens,  that,  to  escape  detec- 
<e  tion,  these  are  boarded  over  at  top,  so  as  not  to  be  visible 
"  to  a  person  standing  on  the  deck  ;  but  the  fraud  may  be 
"  discovered  by  holding  up  a  light  beneath  the  deck,  as  then 
*  the  gratings  will  be  seen. 
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(t  Where  any  of  these  circumstances  are  found  to  exist,  and 
"  especially  where  all  are  found  to  exist,  a  strong  ground  of 
"  suspicion  is  furnished  ;  such  a  ground  as  would  justify 
tf  the  Captain  of  a  man  of  war  in  pursuing  his  investigation 
<c  farther.  Indeed,  were  they  all  to  be  found  united,  it  is 
"  apprehended  that  there  would  be  no  room  to  hesitate 
*'  about  detaining  the  vessel." 


FINIS, 


by  Law  ami  Gilbert,  St.  John's -square,  London. 
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Quod  si  qui  simulatione,  et  inani  ostentations,  et  ficto  non  raodo  serraone, 
ised  etiam  vultu,  stabilem  se  gloriam  consequi  posse    rentur,    vehementer 
errant- 
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A  REPLY, 


Mr.  Homer  declared  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  (C  that  the  African  Institution  were  pre* 
"  paring  an  answer3  point  by  poin^  to  the  mis- 
fc  representations  contained  in  my  letter  to  Mr. 
(f  Wilberforce,"  I  hailed  it  as  the  dawn  of  in- 
vestigation; but  I  could  not  have  anticipated  the 
extreme  gratification  I  received  on  reading  the 
<c  Special  Report  of  the  Directors  of  the  Institu- 
"  tion  respecting  allegations  contained  in  my  Let* 
"  ter,"  as  it  has  produced  from  them  a  confession, 
where  they  intended  a  refutation,  and  confirmed 
a  statement  they  had  declared  to  be  erroneous. 

The  Report  having  forced  my  character  and 
conduct  before  the  Public,  I  esteem  the  most 
fortunate  circumstance  of  my  life,  because  in  sim^ 
pie  vindication,  such  things  must  now  be  unfolded, 
to  the  Directors*  manifest  confusion,  as  otherwise? 
would  have  been  concealed,  to  my  irreparable 
injury. 
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1  have  often  exclaimed — "  O  that  my  enemy 
"  would  write  a  Book  !"  It  is  now  happily  ac- 
complished, and  I  shall  with  pleasure  fulfil  the  pro- 
mise made  in  my  Preface,  "  that  I  would  reply 
ee  categorically  to  their  detailed  Report;''  but  the 
death  of  a  very  near  relative  having  obliged  me  to 
leave  England,  has  unavoidably  delayed  my  answer, 
though  I  waited  for  nearly  six  Weeks  after  the 
Directors'  anathema  was  pronounced  against  me, 
at  Freemasons'  TaVern,  and  applied  to  their  Secre- 
tary and  to  an  active  Director  to  learn  when  the 
Report  would  be  printed ;  but  unable  to  extract 
that  information  from  either  of  these  gentlemen, 
I  was  compelled  to  leave  this  malignant  production 
thus  long  un exposed. 

The  Directors  acknowledge  they  cannot  accom- 
plish what  they  were  directed  to  perform  ;  "  they 
".  fear  they  must  leave  many  mis-statements  of 
f(  facts  unrefuted,  and  many  unfounded  insinua- 
cf  tions  unrepelled  ;"  "  but,  they  confidently  trust 
t(  that  the  statements  they  shall  make  will  decisively 
cc  establish  the  utter  groundlessness  of  those  charges 
"  which  are  the  most  important;  and  that  the 
"  Public  will  learn  from  the  specimens  which  the 
lf  Report  shall  afford  them,  what  estimate  to  form 
"of  other  charges  and  insinuations."  Extraor- 
dinary as  this  mode  of  reasoning  must  appear,  I 
submit,  and  appeal  to  the  Public  in  return,  if  the 
statements  they  make,  do  not  decidedly  establish 
the  utter  groundlessness  of  those  charges  which 
they  consider  the  nost  important  of  mine  ;  whether 
my  charges  and  insinuations  which  they  do  not 


Attempt  to  shake,  must  not  be  considered  as  un- 
questionably established. — "  Charges  and  insinua- 
<(  tions  (as  they  are  called)  against  individuals 
fc  whom  it  is  unnecessary  to  defend  from  the 
sc  imputation  of  practising  a  deception  on  the 
"  public,  or  being  actuated  by  corrupt  or  improper 
<e  motives/'  Then  twenty  names  are  introduced  of 
most  respectable  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen,  who 
had  been  Directors  of  the  Sierra  Leone  Company. 
I  solemnly  declare,  I  never  did  consider  them 
capable  of  having  intentionally  practised  a  decep- 
tion on  the  Public,  or  of  having  been  actuated  by  cor- 
rupt, and  improper  motives  ;  but,  I  cannot  free  the 
active  personages  from  blame,  for  not  minutely 
and  personally  enquiring,  for  suffering  themselves 
to  be  so  implicitly  led,  and  completely  deceived, 
that  under  the  sanction  of  their  great  characters 
an  immense  subscription  was  squandered,  the 
community  deluded,  and  the  best  intentions  frus- 
trated. 

The  Reports  and  Statements  of  those  Directors 
are  to  be  conclusive,  and  my  testimony  is  not  to  be 
regarded  as  of  much  moment,  because  I  arrived  in 
the  Colony  "  three  years  and  a  half  after  the 
<{  Company  had  ceased  to  govern  it,  and  remained 
"  there  but  twenty-one  months/* 

From  January,  1808,  (when  I  was  appointed) 
I  read  every  publication  I  could  find,  either  from 
the  Directors,  or  respecting  the  conduct  pursued 
by  their  servants ;  I  endeavoured  to  acquire  know- 
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ledge  from  every  person  I  could  reach,  who  had  been- 
in  the  Colony  ;  I  had  valuable  communications  front 
the  Colony  ;  I  examined  into  the  state  of  the  Colony 
when  1  arrived  ;  I  interrogated  the  oldest  and  most 
intelligent  settlers  on  every  particular  occurrence 
for  eighteen  years  precedent ;  searched  the  Records 
of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court,  and  the  file  of  Affi- 
davits ;  sought  from  the  neighboring  Chieftains, 
and  the  persons  who  had  resided  near  the  Colony., 
every  possible  information,  and  heard  the  evidence 
given  on  oath  in  civil  causes  before  myself.  I  was 
unprepossessed,  and  laboured  to  elicit  truth,  with 
the  utmost  sedulity,  not  merely  for  twenty  one 
months,  but  for  above  seven  years,  yet  my  testi- 
mony is  not  of  much  moment  when  compared  with 
the  delusive  Reports  framed  for  those  Gentlemen, 
convened  in  Birchin  Lane,  from  partial  or  fabri- 
cated accounts  and  documents,  plausibly  modelled 
by  interested  individuals.  I  did  not  wish  my  state- 
ment to  be  considered  conclusive  ;  I  made  it  to 
induce  investigation,  that  the  Public  might  be 
satisfied  that  the  worthy  persons  in  the  Insti- 
tution were  not  criminal,  but,  deceived,  and  after 
the  deception  was  manifest  to  the  Directors,  I  did 
hope  they  would  prove  the  sincerity  of  their  decla- 
rations by  laboring  even  at  this  late  period,  to  carry 
them  into  eifect,  that  Africa  might  still  receive  the 
promised  blessing,  and  England  the  projected 
benefit. 

The  Directors,  however,  condescend  to  examine 
the  charges  more  in  detail. 


1st.  "  That  the  Company  had  a  monopoly  of  J 
V  trade  at  Sierra  Leone ;"  tliis  they  deny  by 
assertions  as  unqualiiied  as  untrue,  and  reply, 
••  that  even  within  the  Colony  the  Company  had 
"  to  contend  with  rival  traders  from  the  first, 
"  both  British  and  American,  and  that  they  could 
"  not  have  retained  the  Colonial  trade,  except  by 
"  regulating  their  profits  on  a  more  moderate  scale 
"  than  would  suit  private  adventurers."  It  is  well 
known  that  they  had  no  British  nor  American 
competitors,  nor  could  they  have  such  in  the 
Colony,  for  no  traders  would  settle  where  they 
could  notjpj'ocure  purchasers,  nor  would  they  settle 
in  a  place  where  their  competitors  in  trade  con- J 
stituted  the  ruling-  power ;  besides  the  settlers  had 
not  money,  the  medium  of  traffic  was  paper,  issued 
by  the  Governor,  and  received  only  at  the  Com- 
pany's store.  The  Company  supplied  the  civil 
officers,  and  their  own  servants ;  they  stunted  the 
growth  of  cultivation  from  the  commencement,  that 
they  might  employ  the  settlers  as  laborers,  and 
volunteers,  gave  them  such  wages  as  they  thought 
proper,  paid  them  in  provision  or  merchandise  at 
such  prices  as  they  pleased,  and  kept  them  poor 
and  discontented,  as  will  appear  from  the  Petition 
of  the  much  traduced  Nova  Scotians  *. 

The  white  men  employed  by  the  Company  were 
prohibited  from  trading,  and  being  unable  to  sub- 
sist on  their  salaries,  were  driven  to  the  neighbor- 
ing Chiefs,  and  some  of  them  to  the  Slave  Trade, 

*  Appendix,  No.  J.  Letter  to  W.  Wilberforce,  E*q. 
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to  obtain  an  adequate   support  ;   yet   the   Report 

declares  "  that  the  Company  held  out  inducements 

"  to  persons  of  property  to  settle  as  merchants  in  the 

ee  Colony,"  which  is  untrue ;  and  if  the  composer 

of  the  Report  had  not  known  it  to  be  so,  would  he 

] not    have   specifically   mentioned    the   persons  to 

iwhom  those  inducements  had  been  offered  ? 

Why  will  the  Directors  continue  to  be  thus 
deceived  by  the  very  person  who  has  frustrated 
every  benevolent  intention  ?  Why  will  they  not  call 
on  those  who  are  sincere  Abolitionists,  who  are 
really  zealous  for  the  civilization  of  Africa,  and  for 
the  advancement  of  British  commerce,  to  bring 
forward  witnesses,  and  in  person  attend  their  ex- 
amination, to  elicit,  while  others  are  so  vigilant  to 
elude  the  truth.  To  state  cc  that  the  Directors 
"  have  ascertained  these  things  to  their  satisfac- 
((  tion,"  is  of  no  consequence  to  the  Public. 

2dly.  ec  The  Company  sunk  almost  to  bank- 
((  ruptcy,  from  causes  inveloped  in  mystery/'  To 
elear  up  this  mystery  the  composer  of  this  part 
of  the  Special  Report  labors  abundantly,  and  to 
establish  it  will  require  little  discussion.  The 
Proprietors'  Subscriptions  with  the  Interest  re- 
ceived on  it,  amounted  to  about  Three  Hundred 
Thousand  Pounds,  of  which  the  Proprietors  never 
received  back  any  part  of  the  principal  or  any 
Interest,  nor  any  of  the  wonderful  productions 
which  were  to  spring  from  this  land  of  promise. 
Company  received  from  Government  One 


Hundred  Thousand  Pounds  for  public  works,  and 
for  the  Four  Hundred  Thousand   Pounds,    when 
they    surrendered  the    Colony     to     Government, 
there  was  nothing1  ostensible  on  which  this  money 
could    have  been  expended,  but  a  -small  Fort  in 
decay,   a  useless  Tower  in   preservation,  a  toler- 
able  Storehouse,  a  bad  Wharf,  and  three  or  four 
small    Houses    in     miserable  condition.      I   .shall 
only  call  the  reader's  attention  to  the  account  fur- 
nished in  the  Appendix  A.  of  their  Special  Report, 
in  which  all  interest  money  is  suppressed,  and  a 
few   other  sums  omitted,  making  a  deficiency    of 
nearly  One   Hundred    Thousand   Pounds   in   the 
receipts.     Let  the  items  be  examined,    and  then 
observe  the  manner  in  which  a  heterogeneous  mass 
of  articles  is  collected  together,  the  enormous  sums 
of  10,000,  12,000,  13,000,  14,000,  15,000,  20,000, 
25,000,  30,000,  34,000,  67,000,  &c.  charged  in  a 
lump,  thus  he  will  be  enabled  to  determine  whether 
there   has    not  been  concealment,   deception  and 
spoliation.      The    subscribers    have   lost   all,    the 
.Colony  gained  nothing ;  the  Company's  promises 
have   been  delusive,  Africa  injured,  and  England 
imbenefitted ;  but,  we  are  answered,  in  the  usual 
way,   the    "  character   of  the  Directors  would  of 
"  itself  have  been  a  guarantee  against  any  corrupt 
"  appropriation  of  the  funds;  clear  accounts  have 
**  been  regularly  produced,  and  investigations  have 
*e.  .taken  place  before  Lords  and  Commons."     Let 
any  person  read  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
die  House  of  Commons,  in    1804,  and  he  will  be 
convinced  of  the  truth  and  value  of  Admiral  Hollo- 


X 


well's  testimony,  which  was  counteracted  by  Mr. 
Macaulay's  on  the  same  occasion.  From  this  ex- 
amination,, a  clear  view  of  the  Company's  objects 
may  be  attained,  and  the  same  interested  influence, 
defeating  every  beneficial  interference,  is  manifest ; 
but  when  we  consider  the  number  of  indigent  indi- 
viduals who  were  induced  to  subscribe,  and  the  ca- 
lamitous loss  they  sustained,  we  must  pronounce 
inattention  in  the  managers  to  be,  at  least,  unfeel- 
ingly culpable. 

3d.     "  Their  best  servants  were  obliged  to  seek 
"  establishments  under  the  Native  Chiefs/' — Messrs. 
Carr,  Leigh,  Gray  and  Macmillan  were  considered 
among  their  best  servants,  and  were  driven  away, 
with   others,  as  I  have  described,  absolutely  for  a 
subsistence.     Many  of  them  are  alive ;  call  them, 
examine  them,  and  prove  my  statement  false.     The 
Special  Report  states  ff  that  the  high  profits  from 
"  the    Slave  Trade  tempted  the  servants  of  the 
ft  Company  to  enter  into  that  traffic,,  though  they 
*c  were  under  bonds  not  to  trade  in  slaves/'     In 
their  wonderful  zeal,  why  did  they  not  enforce  the 
penalty  of  the  bond?     One  of  those  gentlemen  is 
Mr.  Macaulay's  Agent  at  Sierra  Leone,  another  is 
at  present  Sheriff  of  the  Colony,  and  the  third  re- 
sides near  and  often  visits  there ;  surely  it  is  evi- 
dent the  Company  dare  not  attempt  an  act  that 
would  hazard  enquiry,  or  the  penalty  would  have 
been  enforced. 

The  Composer  of  the  Report  concludes  this  part 
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of  his  reply,  as  he  fancies,  most  sharply. — "  This 
"  sympathy  with  Slave  Traders  is  a  striking-  feature 
"  in  the  pamphlet  of  Mr.  Thorpe."  The  culprit 
detected  and  pursued,  hopes  to  escape  by  recri- 
mination ! ! 

4th.     "  Charges  the  Company  with  failing  in 
"  their  engagements  to  the  Nova  Scotian  Settlers/' 
I  refer  to  the  Petition  exhibited  in  Appendix  I.  in 
my  Letter  to  Mr.  Wilberforce,  and  I  appeal  to 
Lieutenant  Clarkson,  a  gentleman  of  probity  and 
truth,  who  entered  into  the  engagements  for  the 
Company  at  Nova  Scotia,  whether  those  engage- 
ments have  been  fulfilled  or  not  ? — The  composer 
of  the  Special  Report  most  ingeniously  confirms  my 
statement,  by  introducing  a  paragraph  from  a  letter 
of  mine  to  Governor  Maxwell,  dated  the  16th  of 
May,  1812,  which  proves  that  the  engagement  en- 
tered into  by  the  Sierra  Leone  Company  to  give 
each  Nova  Scotian  Settler  twenty  acres  of  land,  his 
wife  ten,    and  each  child   five,    was  carried   into 
effect  by  the  King's  Government  twenty  years  after 
it  had  been  promised,    and  four  years  after  the 
Company  had  surrendered  the  Colony  ;    when  it 
could  no  longer  be  an  object  with  the  Company  to 
retard  cultivation,  and  hold  the  settlers  in  a  state 
of  vassalage,    the  Reporter   displays  the  benevo- 
lence of  the  Company,  by  declaring  they  caused 
Lord  Liverpool  to  facilitate  the  grants  ;  but  "  that 
only  three  or  four  persons  made  application,"  where- 
as almost  every  surviving  Nova  Scotian,  his  wife  or 
children  did  apply,  even  before  they  had  sufficient 
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dollars  to  pay  the  fees  for  obtaining-  the  grant. 
Thus  the  liberality  of  the  Company  and  the  truth 
of  the  Report  are  equally  conspicuous. 

5th.  ec  That  implements  to  cultivate  were  diffi- 
"  cult  to  find  and  too  expensive  to  procure."  Look 
to  the  Nova  Scotian  Petition,  where  it  states  that 
the  Company  promised  to  charge  but  ten  per  cen- 
tum,, yet  charged  above  one  hundred,  as  soon  as 
Lieutenant  Clarkson  returned  to  England,,  and 
numbers  could  prove,,  they  charged  for  many  arti- 
cles above  two  hundred  per  cent.  It  is  indifferent 
whether  implements  to  cultivate  were  or  were  not 
difficult  to  find,  when  they  were  too  expensive  to 
procure.  If  the  benefit  was  not  defeated  by  neg- 
ligence,, it  was  frustrated  by  avariciousness. 

6th.  "  Mr.  Thorpe  maintains  that  the  Company, 
fe  from  interested  motives,  discouraged  cultivation 
<e  in  the  Colony."  This  is  a  notorious  fact.  If 
they  had  wished  to  encourage  cultivation.,  would 
not  the  first  step  have  been  to  give  secure  grants  of 
the  stipulated  lands  ;  for  who  would  cultivate  wild 
land,  not  his  own  ?  To  support  the  assertion  that 
the  Company's  servants  exerted  themselves  to  pro- 
xnote  cultivation,  the  Special  Report  gives  an  ex- 
tract from  a  letter  of  Governor  Thompson  to  Lord 
Castlereagh,  written  a  few  days  after  his  landing  in 
the  Colony,  in  which,  however,  he  does  not  men- 
tion cultivation  ;  but  as  the  institution  depend  on 
this  very  excellent  authority,  I  shall  give  an  extract 
from  a  letter  of  Governor  Thompson's^  when  he 
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had  been  a  year  in  the  Colony,  on  the  subject  of 

cultivation: — "  Port  Thornton,  Sierra  Leone,  Au- 

"  gust  14th,   1809.— I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt 

({  that  the  Agents  of  the  Sierra  Leone  Company 

"  clearly  saw  it  to  be  their  interest  that  the  Colony 

ft  should  not  be  cultivated.     It  is  true  they  pre- 

f<  tended  to  encourage  cultivation,  but  they  took 

"  care  always  to  leave  good  and  sufficient  weight 

"  in  the  other  scale.     Who  would  cultivate,  when 

"  he  did  not  know  whether  his  land  was  secure  to 

"  his  children  or  to  himself?   Who  would,  cultivate, 

"  when,  for  want  of  any  sufficient  force  to  produce 

fc  respectability  in  the  eyes  of  the  Natives,  every 

if  man  was  afraid  to  go  without  the  wall  of  the 

(C  town,  for  fear  of  being  murdered  ?     And  now  to 

"  prove  the  allegation,  the  Agents  of  the  Sierra 

"  Leone  Company  were  the  dealers  in  the  Euro- 

"  pean  and  American  goods.     If  the  inhabitants 

"  did  not  cultivate,  they  employed  themselves  in 

"  some  other  way,   (principally  on  public  works) 

fc  for  which   they  received  paper   money.     This 

"  paper  money  they  were  obliged  to  exchange  for 

ec  goods  from  the  Agents  of  the  Sierra  Leone  Coro- 

ee  pany  to  buy  rice  from  the  Natives.    Had  rice 

"  been  grown  in  the  Colony,  it  would  have  taken 

(<  from  the  custom  of  the  shops  kept  by  the  Agents. 

"  It  is  no  wonder  they  were  not  very  zealous.     I 

"  verily  believe  this  to  be  a  true  state  of  the  fact 

"  Many  of  the    calumnies  and  inventions  of  the 

(C  Agents  of  the   Sierra  Leone  Company  seem  to 

"  point  in  the  same  direction.     When  I  moved  a 

#  party  of  the  Natives  of  Bambarra  into  the  moim- 
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"  tains,  a  death  blow  to  their  plans  and  a  signal 
"  for  cultivation  that  never  will  be  forgiven,  \ve 
<f  were  told  that  we  were  forming  a  banditti  to 
"  plunder  the  Cassada  fields,  (for,  God  help  them, 
"  they  had  nothing  else  to  plunder)  that  they  would 
"  be  joined  by  the  Natives,  that  they  would — m 
tc  short,  there  was  no  end  of  it."— This  is  direct  to 
the  point,  and  from  the  authority  referred  to  in  the 
Special  Report;  I  shall  only  remark  on  a  statement 
and  quote  a  passage  from  the  Philanthropist  of  July  , 
1815.  In  this  valuable  work,  an  accurate  account  is 
given,  page  245,  of  the  quantity  of  land  cultivated 
by  each  individual  at  Sierra  Leone,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  593  acres,  250  acres  in  the  possession 
of  Governor  Maxwell,  and  50  acres  in  that  of  Mr. 
K.  Macaulay.  This  was  Crown  land  lately  obtained 
by  them,  on  which  they  employ  the  captured  negroes, 
.without  any  expense  of  food,  clothing  or  wages, 
and  from  the  produce  of  their  labor,  carry  on  a 
most  profitable  trade,  Governor  Maxwell  having 
received  from  the  navy,  stationed  on  that  coast, 
two  pence  a  pound  for  his  yams,  while  the  minor 
green-grocers  of  the  Colony  asked  but  a  penny 
halfpenny.  Thus  we  are  accurately  informed  of 
the  extent  of  cultivation  ;  and  after  deducting  Go- 
vernor Maxwell's  and  Mr.  K.  Macaulay's  farms,  we 
have  to  divide  among  two  thousand  settlers,  three 
hundred  acres  of  improved  land  in  twenty-two 
years  after  the  settlement  commenced.  The  Phi- 
lanthropist then  very  strongly  remarks,  page  246- — 
"  We  cannot  conceal  our  disgust  at  the  attempts 
•f(  which  have  been  made  to  attribute  the  conso 
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"  quences  of  mismanagement  to  the  depravity  and 
"  bad  disposition  of  the  settlers  ;  they  have  labour- 
ee  ed  under    many    discouragements,    and  it  must 
(c  be  remembered  that  the  promises   made  to  the 
f{  Nova  Scotians  before  they  quitted  Halifax,  have 
(t  not  to  the  present  day  been  performed." — The 
Philanthropist  also  informs  us  of  a  new   society, 
founded   by  a  few  valuable    men,    with    Thomas 
Clarkson    (the  legitimate  father  of  the  Abolition) 
at  its  head,  for  encouraging  the  settlers  and  native 
Africans  in  cultivation,  by  the  sale  of  their  pro- 
duce.    This  promises  much  ;  but  I  also  learn,  they 
have  excluded  the  old  "  leaven  of  unrighteousness" 
from  mixing  in  their  councils,  and  that  promises 
more. 

The  Report  then  declares  fc  the  Company  scm- 
"  pulously  kept  their  engagements  with  those 
"  poor  people  ;"  and  boasts  of  the  Company's  hav- 
ing expended  thousands  of  pounds  in  supporting 
them;  whereas  the  Petition  of  the  Nova  Scotians 
expressly  states  "  that  the  promises  of  the  Company 
(e  were  not  fulfilled,  and  that  the  charges  for 
"  every  article  from  their  store  had  become  immo- 
"  derate,  contrary  to  agreement."  In  Faucon- 
bridge's  account  of  Sierra  Leone,  page  159,  it  is 
stated  (C  that  the  Company  allowed  the  Nova  Sco- 
tians twelve  shillings  a  week  for  work,  from  which 
they  deducted  four  shillings  for  provisions,  and 
charged  oppressively  for  bad  articles  of  merchan- 
dise/' It  is  incontrovertible  that  the  treatment  the 
settlers  experienced  from  the  Company  drove  them 
into  insurrection  ;  yet  after  twenty-four  years,  those 
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pure  Christians  and  true  moralists  voluntarily  ea^ 
lumniate  the  quiet  well-disposed  people,  who  have 
so  long  laboured  for  them,  and  without  whose 
labour  they  could  not  have  continued  the  settle^ 
nient.  (e  Hear,  ye  deaf,  and  look,  ye  blind,  that 
fc  ye  may  see." 

7th.  fc  In  civilization  they  proceeded  so  far  a& 
ff  to  send  two  persons  to  Teemboo,  a  few  dayg 
Cf  walk  from  Sierra  Leone,  and  educated  half  a 
"  dozen  boys  in  England  sufficient  for  common 
"  clerkships  in  the  Colony."  The  Special  Report 
states  that  the  Company  expended  twenty  thousand 
pounds  of  the  subscribers'  money  on  education — - 
useless  expenditure  !  for  it  is  perfectly  well  known 
that  the  Colony  does  not  contain  much  above  half  a 
dozen  young  men  qualified  for  clerkships  ;  Gabbe- 
din,  Frazer,  Morgan,  Wilson,  York,  Thorpe,  and 
Edmunds,  are  all  I  ever  heard  of;  and  when  I  was 
in  the  Colony,  there  were  not  twenty  educated 
there  that  could  read  and  write  intelligibly,  exclu- 
sive of  those  mentioned.  Very  strange,  after 
twenty  years  instruction,  and  twenty  thousand 
pounds  expense  on  persons,  of  whom  the  Report 
says,  <c  no  inferiority  of  capacity  was  to  be  ob- 
"  served."  As  to  civilizing  and  educating  the 
native  King's  children,  and  expatiating  on  the  con- 
fidence the  Chiefs  had  in  the  Company,  I  can  refer 
to  the  letters  in  Arabic,  deposited  with  Mr.  Chis- 
holm,  to  prove  what  a  degrading  opinion  the 
neighbouring  Chiefs  had  of  the  Agents  employed  by 
the  Sierra  Leone  Company,  and  that  the  avowed 
Slave  Trader  was  worthy  of  more  confidence. 


I  never  heard  of  any  attempt  of  the  Directors'  to 
explore  the  interior  of  Africa  for  the  purpose  of 
civilization.,  nor  have  they  produced  any  instance, 
except  the  case  of  Messrs.  Watts  and  Winter- 
bottom,  who  about  twenty  years  since,,  went  from 
Sierra  Leone  to  Teemboo  and  Laby,  a  circuit  of 
five  hundred  miles  ;  but  from  accurate  enquiry,  I 
know  Teemboo  is  not  eighty  miles  from  Rochelle 
in  the  river  Sierra  Leone:  when  Mori  Ibrahem, 
king  of  Port  Logo,  sent  to  invite  me  to  his  house, 
he  desired  his  secretary  to  say,  that  I  could  walk 
from  thence  to  Teemboo  in  three  days,  without 
fatigue. 

It  is  necessary  thus  early  tq  arrest  the  reader's 
attention,  and  to  entreat  him  to  consider  the  novel 
mode  in  which  this  Report  proceeds.  The  compo- 
ser makes  two  or  three  assertions,  then  draws  a 
conclusion  that  every  statement  of  mine  is  refuted, 
or  declares,  that  (f  after  a  thorough  investigation  of 
ec  the  evidence  that  relates  to  this  part  of  the  sub- 
(C  ject,  every  thing  establishes  the  Company's  good 
'"  conduct/'  without  producing  any  evidence,  or 
referring  to  any ;  perhaps  some  garbled  extracts  or 
fabricated  documents,  or  old  statements  burnished 
for  the  day  may  be  alluded  to,  or  persons  called  to 
answer  particular  questions  for  particular  purposes, 
or  the  declarations  of  interested  individuals  received 
as  proof  among  themselves ;  but  they  cannot  expect 
in  this  way  to  convince  the  public,  that  they  have 
fulfilled  any  one  profession,  or  promise  of  their 
own,  or  overturned  any  one  statement  of  mine. 
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Surely  there  are  white  men  and  black  men, 
easily  procured,  who  could  confirm  or  disprove  every 
line  I  have  written  ;  why  desire  to  bury  the  truth  ? 
Why  not  publicly  examine,  and  cross-examine  on 
both  sides  ?  It  is  unworthy  of  great  men  to  lend 
themselves  to  such  littleness  and  deception.,  vainly 
attempting"  to  impose  on  the  nation  that  they  had 
attended  to  the  cultivation  of  any  part  of  Africa, 
or  to  the  civilization  of  its  inhabitants. 

18.  "  In  a  similar  spirit  of  invidious  misrepresen- 
ff  tation,  Mr.  Thorpe  complains  of  the  inattention 
fc  to  religion  and  morality.  They  had  (as  taken 
tc  from  my  Letter)  a  Church  of  England  Clergy  - 
tc  man  for  a  few  months,  and  a  Missionary  for  a  few 
sc  years,  but  Methodist  teachers  and  preachers  in 
"  abundance."  The  Report  then  wishes  to  induce 
the  public  to  believe  that  two  regular  clergymen  were 
in  the  Colony  about  three  years  and  a  half,  whereas 
they  were  not  there  a  fourth  part  of  the  time ;  then 
insinuates  the  Company  had  excellent  churches, 
that  I  drove  away  Mr.  Nylander,  being  offended 
with  his  plain  preaching,  and  ironically  asserts,  that 
all  this  attack  derives  great  weight  from  my  private 
and  public  character. 

This  false  statement,  and  contemptible  insinua* 
tion,  obliges  me  to  relate  the  whole  truth,  in  my 
own  vindication. 

I  landed  in  the  Colony  on  a  Sunday  morning, 
enquired  for  the  church,  heard  there  was  not  one, 
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asked  for  the  clergy man's  house,  found  him  prepar- 
ing to  read  prayers  to  a  few  children  ;  I  remained, 
and  was  assured  on  coming-  out,  that  I  was  the  first 
person  in  the  colony  observed  to  kneel  at  divine 
worship. 

Ori  the  following  Sunday,  a  public  room  was  dis- 
covered, but  it  was  shamefully  dirty,  and  the 
whole  appearance  so  incorrect,  that  I  purchased 
crimson  cotton  velvet,  and  some  gold  lace  for  the 
pulpit  and  reading  desk,  to  give  it  the  appearance 
of  a  place  for"  Church  service.  Mr.  Ny lander, 
most  certainly,  did  not  perform  our  regular  set* 
vice.  I  hinted  the  propriety  of  his  reading  the 
Litany,  and  the  impropriety  of  singing  Psalms 
from  the  pulpit.  I  offered  him  Blair's  and  Moor- 
head's  sermons,  but  in  such  a  manner  as  to  oblige, 
not  offend  him,  for  we  lived  in  polite  intercourse, 
and  parted  perfect  friends.  On  his  leaving  the  colo^ 
ny,  he  assured  me  it  was  the  vi£e  and  immorality  of 
the  people  that  drove  him  away ;  he  is  alive,  and  can 
attest  the  truth  of  this  declaration. 

After  the  departure  of  this  good  man,  I  collected 
fevery  Sunday  all  such  as  were  inclined  to  religious 
Worship,  and  in  my  own  room  read  the  Church  ser- 
vice, and  a  sermon. 

There  Was  a  number  of  sectarians  in  the  colony 
when  I  arrived,  and  some  time  after  Dr.  Coke  sent  */*  3& 
Out  six  or  eight  teachers  and  preachers,  under  the 
recommendation  of  Mr.  Wilberforcs  and  Mr.  Ma- 

C 
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c'aulay.  I  considered  the  morals  and  industry  of 
the  community  impaired  by  the  tenets  of  those  va- 
rious sects.  I  therefore  represented  the  necessity 
there  was  to  send  out  a;  regular  clergyman  of  the 
Established  Church.  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Wilberforce 
on  the  subject,,  in  a  Committee  of  the  African  In- 
stitution ;  he  stated  the  great  difficulty  of  procur- 
ing one ;  I  offered  to  propose  twenty  clergymen  of 
character,,  that  he  might  select  from^  but  all  in  vain. 

I  was  not  less  attentive  to  the  morals  of  the  peo- 
ple than  to  religion.  I  punished  violators  of  the 
Sabbath,,  I  reduced  the  licences  for  retailing  spirits' 
from  forty  to  five,  and  I  have  public  documents  to 
prove,,  that  I  repressed  the  violence  and  licentious- 
ness of  the  people  in  every  possible  way.  Such* 
\vas  the  state  of  religion  and  morals  when  I  arrived 
in  the  colony,  and  such  my  efforts  to  improve  them. 
I  have  not  joined  with  a  set  of  men  proclaiming 
their  religion,,  morality,  and  charity  in  the  market 
place,,  to  augment  political  power,  and  therefore  I 
have  been  calumniated  and  persecuted;  but,  how- 
ever aptly  such  insinuations  might  have  come  from 
JVIr.  Macaulay,  under  his  own  name,  yet  when  he 
handed  them  to  be  sanctioned  by  the  Directors  of 
the  African  Institution,  it  was  disgraceful  not  to 
have  spurned  at  such  depravity.  I  can  only  account 
for  it  by  supposing  the  amiable  part  of  this  Directory 
implicitly  received  whatever  was  poured  from  the 
old  polluted  source  of  information,  that  has  frus- 
trated the  best?  kitentions,  and  spotted  the  fairest 
fame.  Was  not  this  inexcusable  ? 


19 

9th.  <c  Books  and  Agents  removed,  and  the  poor 
tf  settlers  who  had  toiled  for  them  left  unpaid;  I  re- 
fc  quested  their  demands  might  be  left  to  arbitration, 
ff  and  even  this  was  not  complied  with."  The  Re- 
port proceeds,  cc  with  respect  to  Kizell,  the  only 
"  person  specified  by  Mr.  T."  This  statement  is 
untrue,  for  I  mentioned  Read,  Garell,  and  Camp- 
bell also,  in  consequence  of  which,  Read  and 
Garell  have  been  ^aid,  and  if  the  misery  entailed 
on  Read>  and  on  the  family  of  Garell  (from  their  \ 
just  demands  being  so  long  resisted)  was  known,  it 
would  shock  the  public  ! 

Kizell's  demand  is  denied  by  producing  ati  assign- 
ment of  his  house  and  lot  to  the  Company,  in  the 
year  1810.  Kizell  was  an  illiterate  man  in  matters 
of  account,  nor  could  lie  procure  a  person  to  draw 
his  bill,  until  two  Americans  confined  in  gaol  at 
Sierra  Leone  undertook  to  put  it  into  form.  When. 
Campbell  obtained  a  verdict  against  the  Company 
for  £400,  Kizeli  wanted  to  proceed  by  law,  but 
after  the  evidence  on  oath  given  in  Campbell's  case 
had  shewn  such  disgraceful  conduct  in  the  Com- 
pany's agents,  I  wished  to  screen  them  from  fur- 
ther exposure ;  and  Kizell's  account  being  very  long, 
I  assured  him  the  best  mode  would  be  to  propose 
settling  it  by  arbitration,  and  he  sent  his  papers  to 
Mr.  Allen  for  that  purpose.  I  never  heard  of  this 
assignment  published,  I  cannot  tell  the  cause  of  its 
being  given,  nor  the  ground  on  which  it  might  be 
laid  aside,  but  every  one  must  determine,  that 
the  poor  settler  has  no  means  of  obtaining 
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redress,  common  justice,  independent  of  honor  and- 
humanity,  should  have  induced  the  Directors  to 
have  referred  it  to  arbitration. 

I  shall  give  Kizell's  letter  on  the  subject,,  which 
I  have  just  received^  let  it  speak  for  itself. 

(  COPY.  ) 

"  Sierra  Leone,  March  18,  1815. 

"  Respecting  what  Mr.  Z.  Macaulay  has  asserted 
"  about  my  acknowledgment  of  debt  to  the  Sierra 
(c  Leone  Company,  and  about  my  requesting  the 
sc  -Governor's  forbearance^  if  I  had  acknowledged  it 
"  twenty  times  over,  Mr.  A.  Smith,  who  was  offi - 
"  ciating  as  chief  justice  in  the  colony,  and  has  had 
"  the  books  of  the  Company  in  his  hands,,  and  with 
fe  the  authority  that  was  vested  in  him,  might  bring. 
"  a  man  to  say  any  thing,  and  I  have  no  documents 
<c  in  my  hands  but  what  I  have  forwarded  to  you> 
"  being  fairly  attested  copies  from  their  originals, 
"  as  for  farther  proof  of  them  being  in  my  debt, 
"  Mr.  D.  M.  Hamilton,  who  is  now  in  England, 
"  can  affirm  that  he  was  told  by  Mr.  George  Caul- 
<c  ker  that  Governor  Ludlam  did  scold  A.  Smith 
"  very  much,  adding  that  he  ought  to  be  ashamed 
"  to  try  to  bring  me  in  debt  to  the  Company,  for- 
"  they  were  greatly  in  debt  to  me :  this  was  when 
"  they  were  bringing  up  the  Company's  books,  and- 
"  taking  stock  in  their  store.  Now,  I  think,  it  would 
"  be  a  fair  way  to  employ  an  accomptant,  and  to* 
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*"  get  my  bills  and  the  Sierra  Leone  Company's 
**  books  compared." 

The  Directors  resist  paying  Campbell,,  because 
they  had  a  verdict  in  their  favour  in  1809,  when  Mr. 
Thompson  was  governor.  Mr.  Thompson  was  not 
the  judge,  nor  had  he  any  control  over  the  courts. 
I  never  heard  of  this  verdict.  I  know  not  for  what 
Campbell  sued,,  nor  why  there  was  a  verdict  against 
him  ;  nothing  of  this  sort  was  advanced  on  the  last 
trial,  there  was  then  a  fair  trial,  a  verdict  for  £400 
against  the  Company,  and  judgment  entered.  The 
Charter  of  the  Company  having  expired,  no  legal 
proceedings  can  now  be  instituted  against  them; 
Campbell  is  not  to  be  paid,  nor  even  his  demand 
referred  to  arbitration  !  Surely  the  independent 
honest  men  who  have  been  efficient  members  of  the 
Company,  will  not  suffer  this  pitiful  subterfuge,  as 
disgraceful  as  unjust,  to  be  a  barrier  against  his 
fair  demand. 

The  conclusion  is  worse ;  Messrs.  Vanneck,  Ha- 
milton, and  Nicol,  are  made  to  say,  <e  they  had 
<f  heard  of  no  such  case"  as  Garell's,  which  is  ab- 
solutely a  false  statement  in  the  Report,  for  these 
gentlemen  knew  of  both  Read  and  Garell's  demand, 
and  Mr.  Hamilton  was  the  person  with  whom  the 
settlement  was  made,  as  agent  for  Read,  and  friend 
to  Garell's  orphans,  since  I  had  applied  for  them  : 
also  Mr.  Hamilton  knew  of  Campbell's  demand,  for 
be  was  in  court  at  the  trial. 


The  Report  states,  "  that  Mi\  Vanneck  affirms 
"  the  labourers  were  paid  every  week0 — what  has 
that  to  do  with  this  question  ?  Kizell  and  Campbell 
were  not  labourers,  but  traders  for  the  Company 

.     out  of  the  Colony,  and  not  attached  to  Mr.  Van- 

'    neck's  department. 

The  public  may  now  judge  of  the  conclusive  and 
honorable  mode  in  which  the  Report  refutes  my 
statement  from  this  logical  deduction  :  (f  in  short, 
"  the  Board  is  fully  persuaded,  that  this  very  seri- 
fc  ons  charge  has  not  even  the  slightest  colour  of 
' f  probability  to  support  it/'  though  they  paid  two 
out  of  the  four  persons  I  had  mentioned,  and  the 
other  two  they  resist  in  defiance  of  a  verdict  ancj 
judgment,  and  the  most  equitable  proposal  for  ar- 
bitration, because  the  time  for  enforcing  legal 
demands  has  expired  with  their  Charter !  Such  is 
the  manner  in  which  these  men  of  (s-  hitherto  un- 
"  blemished  character"  allow  themselves  to  be 
defended — Is  not  this  conduct  pitifully  mean,  if  not 
positively  dishonest  ? 

10th.  cc  The  Company  demanded  to  be  paid  by 
v  Government  for  their  buildings,  and  did  accord- 
<c  ingly  receive  a  large  sum,  although  they  had  ob- 
ce  tained  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  for  improv- 
Ci  ing  the  Colony/'  Their  mode  of  refuting  this,, 
is,  by  acknowledging  they  did  receive  two  thousand 
pounds ! 

1 1th.  The  most  serious  of  all  the  accusations 
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rr  against  the  Company,  and  their  Agents,  is  that  of 
f(  Slave  trading.'*  Here  they  repeat  having  obliged 
their  Servants  to  enter  into  bonds  not  to  engage  in 
the  Slave  Trade,  but  they  do  not  produce  an  in- 
stance of  their  having  enforced  the  penalty  on  any 
one  of  those  bonds.  The  Heport  proceeds,  "  No 
"  one  can  read  their  Reports  (the  Company's) 
"  without  feeling  they  were  the  intelligent,  deter- 
"  mined,  and  fearless  adversaries  of  the  Slave 
<e  Trade.  I«  1799,  Mr.  Thornton  introduced  a 
"  Bill  into  Parliament  for  prohibiting  the  Slave 
"  Trade  in  the  river  Sierra  Leone,  and  for  50Q 
*c  miles  on  each  side  of  it.  All  the  Slave  Traders 
f(  and  Merchants  opposed  the  Bill,  brat  they  never 
"  imputed  Slave  trading  to  the  Company  ;  till  that 
*'  period,  therefore,  it  may  be  presumed  they  were 
"  guiltless/* 

I  have  before  stated,  that  great  wealth  could  not 
iiave  been  derived  from  Sierra  Leone,  until  after 
our  Abolition  Act  had  passed,  because  the  Slave 
Trader  was  then  driven  from  the  market,  and  the 
store  keepers  in  the  Colony  left  to  supply  the  neigh- 
bouring part  of  the  coast  without  competition ;  and 
if  Mr.  Thornton's  Bill  had  passed,  the  only  advan- 
tage that  would  have  arisen,  must  have  been  to  the 
Company,  by  giving  them  nearly  a  monopoly  of 
the  trade  for  five  hundred  miles  on  each  side  Sierra 
Leone,  for  a  Chief  desirous  of  selling  a  cargo, 
would  with  as  little  repugnance  drive  his  slaves 
five  hundred  as  five  miles  ;  and  does  it  follow,  that 
the  Company  were  not  chargeable  with  aiding  the 
Slave  Trade,  because  they  were  not  charged  with 


that  crime  at  this  particular  period?  As  to  the 
Reports  of  the  Company,  they  are  the  prototype  of 
the  Reports  of  the  African  Institution,  moulded  by 
the  same  journeyman,  and  as  delusive  and  fallacious 
from  beginning  to  end. 

Much  is  said  about  the  enquiry  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1804.  I  have 
pnly  to  refer  the  reader,  as  on  a  former  occasion,  to 
Admiral  Hollowell's  evidence  before  that  Committee, 
and  then  he  will  be  enabled  to  judge  ho>y  the  Re- 
port was  influence^, 

"  Mr.  Thorpe  affirms  that  the  servants  of  the 
"  Company  constantly  purchased  the  natives,  and 
"  he  adds  in  a  npte,  that  this  fact  was  given  in  evi- 
"  dence,  on  oath,  before  Governor  Thompson,  and 
fc  himself."  1  alluded  to  the  trials  in  the  Vice-Ad- 
jniralty  Court,  before  jGroyernpr  Thompson,  where 
the  evidence  is  recorded,  spme  of  which  was  pub- 
lished in  the  Sierra  Leone  Qazette  at  the  time,  ancl 
also  by  Mr.  Grant  in  1810;  but  I  was  most  parti- 
cularly astonished  by  the  evidence  of  Dalu  Moham^ 
raed,  Chief  of  Lpnged,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Sierra  Leone  river ;  this  was  too  long  for  publica- 
tion I  suppose,  but  goes  direct  to  establish  the, 
plave  trading  pf  the  Company's  servants.  In  the. 
action  brought  by  Campbell  against  the  Company,, 
tried  before  myself,  it  was  proved  that  the  Com- 
pany's servants  purchased  Slaves,  and  hired  them 
for  work  ;  that  settlers  brought  Slaves  into  the  Colo- 
ny, and  took  them  away,  that  Slaves  who  fled  to  the, 
for  protection  were  delivered  up  to  their; 
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Masters,  and  even  to  Slave  ships.  I  read  the  notes 

of  this  trial  before  a  Committee  of   the  African 

Institution,  and  will  publish  them  if  the  Directors 
desire  it. 

I  have  read  the  affidavit  of  Jesse  Porter,  and 
Thomas  Gudgeon,,  charging  Messrs.  Ludlam  and 
Dawes  with  a  knowledge  of  Slaves  being  sold  in 
the  Colony.  I  have  also  read  some  of  the  Arabic 
letters  from  the  chiefs  on  the  Coast,  to  our  venerated 
King,  charging  the  Company's  servants  with  dealing 
in  Slaves ;  with  many  other  documents  to  the  same 
effect*. 

The  Report  proceeds  to  state  the  case  of  one 
Bradford,  who  kidnapped  eleven  natives,  and  ac- 
knowledges that  six  of  them  were  sold  in  the  Co- 
lony for  six  hundred  dollars,  which  was  applied  to 
give  the  chiefs  compensation;  was  this  conduct 
worthy  of  the  servants  of  those  men  of  <f  hitherto 

*  Jan.  11,  1793,  Sierra  Leone.^-The  Duke  of  Buccleugh 
sailed  yesterday,  and  the  Frenchmen  this  day.  I  understan4 
Mr.  Dawes  has  purchased  some  articles  of  provisions  from  the 
Frenchmen,  who  would  have  nothing  but  slaves  in  return  ;  and 
for  the  sake  of  accommodation,  Mr.  Dawes  gave  him  an  order 
ton  Mr.  Rennieu,  who  pays  him  in  slaves.  J  think  if  this  is  not, 
it  borders  on,  an  infringement  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  for  in- 
corporating the  Company,  which  says,  "  The  Company  shall 
,"  not,  through  the  medium  of  their  servants,  or  otherwise 
"  directly  or  indirectly  traffic  in  slaves."  It  seems  as  if  Pro. 
videuce  Crowns  on  this  purchase,  for  an  unusual  high  tide  car- 
ried away  part  of  the  provisions  after  they  were  landed. — 
'f  Account,  page  J^l, 


"  unblemished  character?"  Would  it  not  have 
been  more  correct  to  have  spared  fifty  pounds  from 
their  four  hundred  thousand,  and  given  it  in  pre- 
sents to  those  chiefs,  than  to  have  violated  their 
Charter,  and  stained  themselves  by  such  a  trans- 
action ? 

"  The  Company's  servants  purchased  natives?, 
•"  worked  them  without  pay,  and  hired  them  for 
*'  pay."  The  Report  in  various  places  admits  the 
purchasing  of  natives,  the  working  of  them  fol- 
lowed of  course, — they  were  not  procured  for  or- 
nament ;  and  James  Reed,  on  oath,  stated  in  court, 
that  the  Company  hired  out  their  slaves,  that  he  had 
paid  their  Accountant  four  dollars  a  month  for,  the 
labour  of  some  whom  he  had  hired  himself. 

But  purchasing  slaves,  when  practised  by  the 
Company,  is  termed  (£  redeeming  natives"  of 
Africa  from  slavery,  who  were  bound  to  the  pur- 
chaser for  a  limited  time.  I  know  not  how  many 
of  those  purchased  were  bound,  but  I  was  in  the 
Colony  twenty  years  after  the  Company  commenced, 
and  never  heard  of  a  single  individual  who  was 
liberated  after  serving  his  apprenticeship.  I  will 
examine  this  "  redemption  of  the  natives,"  which 
Mr.  Ludlam,  and  Mr.  Macaulay  acknowledge  was 
a  "  speculative  error."  The  purchase  is  confessed, 
the  slave  is  brought  to  Sierra  Leone,  not  sent  to  the 
West  Indies ;  for  every  market  there  must  be  sel- 
lers and  buyers ;  when  the  purchase  is  made,  does 
it  injure  or  benefit  the  market  to  have  the  merchan* 
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disc  carried  to  an  adjacent,  or  a  distant  part  ?  The 
article  is  paid  for,,  carried  away,,  and  the  trade  en- 
couraged. If  a  tradesman  purchases  twenty  pieces 
of  cloth,  and  works  them  up  himself,  does  he  not 
encourage  the  trade  as  much  as  the  person  who 
sells  them  to  another  to  be  used  in  the  same  way  ? 
Though  school  boys  would  laugh  at  such  a  pitiful 
subterfuge,  it  is  gravely  delivered  (under  the  sanc- 
tion of  great  names)  as  a  vindication  from  the  charge 
pf  Slave  Trading. 

12th.  ff  The  servants  of  the  Company  suffered 
"  slaves  to  be  brought  into,  and  taken  out  of  the 
f{  colony ;  and  allowed  them  to  be  seized  and  deli- 
ff  vered  to  their  masters  when  they  sought  protec- 
((  tion  from  the  Company."     The  first  part  of  this  is 
not  denied ;  the  Reporter,  after  some  bold  assertions, 
#nly  attempts  to  evade  it,  by  saying,  "  instances  of 
"  this  kind  have  been  suspected  by  the  Governor 
(f  and  Council,  when  proof  of  the  fact  could  not  be 
fc  obtained."     Examples  of  this  practice  have  been 
related  to  me  by  persons  who  had  ocular  knowledge 
of  them.    A  Mr,  Cooper  went  into  the  Soosoo  coun- 
try, purchased  eleven  natives,  and  brought  them  to 
Sierra  Leone ;  in  his  absence,  they  were  refractory 
to  his  wife,  and  she  was  allowed  to  send  them  to  a 
neighbouring  factory  to  be  sold  !  Slaves,  who  made 
their  escape  from  neighbouring  factories,  were,  on 
application,  delivered  up  to  their  masters  by  the  Go- 
vernor, and  even  before  application,  they  were  sent 
to  gaol  until  applied  for ;  some  slaves  that  escaped 
•  from  Bance  Island,  were  seized,  flogged,  and  sent 


fcack  by  the  Governor.  Slaves  also,  who  swam  to 
the  shore  from  slave  ships  in  the  River,  were  seized 
by  the  civil  power  in  their  famous  Freetown,  and  re- 
manded to  their  fetters !  A  noted  slave  captain,  of 
the  name  of  Brown,  recovered  some  slaves  who  had 
escaped  from  him  while  lying  in  the  river.  Tobias, 
a  blacksmith  now  in  Sierra  Leone,  having  escaped 
from  a  slave  ship,  was  seized  by  the  Governor's 
order,  and  thrown  into  prison  ;  but  effecting  his 
escape  also  from  thence,  he  concealed  himself  in  the 
mountains  until  his  persecutors  had  sailed  away,  and 
he  is  at  present  in  the  colony  a  very  useful  settler. 
The  Reporter  concludes  in  his  old  way — Cf  the  in- 
tc  justice  of  the  whole  of  this  charge  has  been  fully 
"  demonstrated  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Directors." 
Could  the  proofs  have  brought  conviction  to  the 
meanest  understanding,  would  they  not  have  been 
produced  ?  Let  the  Directors  reflect  how  they  have 
implicated  themselves  by  this  sort  of  acquiescence. 

13th.  "  The  Company  is  next  accused  of  hav- 
"  ing  permitted  their  store-keeper  to  supply  the 
•"  slave  factors  and  slave  ships,  and  to  feed  the  trade 
t:  in  every  possible  way."  Here  the  Reporter  in- 
geniously wants  to  mix  the  native  chiefs  with  the 
slave  traders,  and  to  shew  the  Company  could 
have  had  no  trade,  but  with  slave  traders,  which  is. 
not  the  fact.  The  slave  is  the  staple  commodity,  the 
chief  barters  the  slave  as  long  as  he  can,  to  obtain 
his  comforts  ;  but  when  there  is  no  demand  for 
slaves,  he  barters  camwood,  rice,  ivory,  cattle,  fruits, 
fowls,  &c.  &c.  but  he  never  barters  \yhat  he  receive*! 


for  such  articles  for  slaves  ;  we  might  deal  for  ever 
with  native  chiefs,  and  it  would  curtail  not  increase 
the  slave  trade.    But  I  will  suppose  it  to  be  a  fact  that 
the  Company  could  only  deal  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
feed  the  slave  trade  :  what  should  those  men  of  "  hi- 
"  therto  unblemished  character"  have  exclaimed  ? 
"  Let  the  Company  perish,  that  our  diameter  may 
"  live  H  neon  tarn  inated ;  give  back  to  each  proprietor 
"  his  portion  ;  our  professions  must  be  held  sacred, 
<c  we  cannot  barter  fame  and  honor  for  camwood 
(C  and   ivory/'     Had   the   Company   supplied  the 
chiefs  at  a  very  low  rate  of  profit,  with  every  article 
required,  they   might  have  helped  to  wean  them 
from  the  slave  trade,  by  proving  that  more  was  to  be 
obtained  by  selling  produce,  and  natural  acquisi- 
tions,  than  from   supplying  slaves  to  factors  and 
ships  :  at  the  same  time  the  Company  should  have 
withheld  a  supply  from  their  store,  to  such  as  would 
barter  thenr  merchandise   for  slaves  :  whereas  the 
conduct  of  the  Company  was  the  very  reverse;  they 
supplied  the  factors  and  slave  captain,  who  supplied 
the  chiefs,  and  nurtured  the  viper  they  were  pledged 
to  destroy ;  enabling  Botifer,  and  other  alert  slave 
traders,  to  boast  that  their  principal  advantage  arose 
from  thei-r  friendly  intercourse  with  Sierra  Leone, 
and  from  the  selection  of  articles  they  procured  from 
the  Company's  stores.  s 

14th.  "  Even  in  Mr.  Ludlam's  last  administra- 
"  tion  of  government,  (Mr.  Thorpe  states)  two  car- 
tf  goes  of  slaves  taken  from  the  Americans  were 
"  publicly  sold  at  twenty  dollars  a  head/'  They 
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kdmit  this,  and  defend  it  thus;  "  Mr.  Liidlam 
"  not  the    Company's    Governor/'    because    two5 
months  before  this  occurred,  some  form  passed  for 
transferring  the  colony  to  the  crown,  but  no  altera- 
tion had  taken  place,  no  person  had  been  sent  from 
England,  not  an  office,  nor  an  officer,  changed  from 
the  Company's  establishment  ;  and  they  produce  a 
letter  of  exculpation  from  Mr.  Ludlam  to  his  old 
masters  the  Directors,  and  an  answer  from  their  se- 
cretary   to   him    on    the    subjecf,    which    proves 
not  only  that  he  considered  himself  responsible  to 
them,  but  also  their  admission  that  he  was  so.  They 
say  it  was  a  novel  case  ;   novel  indeed,  for  wherr 
vessels  are  carried  to  places  where  there  is  no  Vice- 
Admiralty  Courts,  to  try  them,  it  is  the  practice  td 
dispatch  them   to  proper  places  for  adjudication. 
Surely  these  vessels  should  have  been  sent  to  Barba- 
does  or  England,  and  the  slaves  landed  and  taken 
care  of  until  ail  account  was  received  of  their  con- 
demnation  or  liberation.     Captain  Parker,    (wha 
captured  these  vessels  and  slaves)  was  a  friend  of  the: 
Company's  Directors  ;  something  was  to  be  made  for 
him ;  and  accordingly  without  any  trial  the  whole? 
tvas  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors  !    Was  no! 
this  unpardonable  ?    Then  they  affirm   the  slaves 
Were  not  sold;  I  may  be  mistaken — but  the  slaves 
were  driven  to  a  public  market,  they  were  publicly 
cried  for  sale,  through  Freetown,  by  the  town  crier, 
they  were  exposed  at  a  public  auction,— there  was 
a  seller,  a  buyer,— a  price  paid — the  article  pur- 
chased— delivered  and  carried  away — yet  this  was 
no  sale!  Mr.  Nylander,   Mr.  Hamilton,   and  Mr. 
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Vanneck,  were  offered  some,  but  declared  they 
would  not  buy  slaves  ;  Mrs.  Forbes  purchased  two, 
and  on  leaving  the  colony,,  she  asked  Governor  Lud- 
lam  whether  she  might  sell  them?  he  answered, 
ff  she  might,  "-^-and  accordingly  she  did  sell  then* 
again  for  the  same  price,  twenty  dollars  each,  which 
Was  about  the  price  of  such  slaves  in  the  adjacent 
rivers.  Mr.  Ludlam  in  the  letter,  published  as  his, 
writes  (Page  53,  Sp.  Rep.)  "  I  do  not  urge  all  this  as 
"  meaning  to  contend  that  slaves  were  never  allow- 
<{  ed  to  be  purchased,  or  as  I  must  call  it  redeemed 
"  in  this  colony ;  bat  I  contend  these  were  neither 
ff  purchased  nor  redeemed/'  Now  I  contend,  and 
can  prove,  by  testimony  of  those  present  at  the  time, 
that  there  never  was  a  more  complete  sale  of  slaves 
in  the  West  Indies,  though  I  cannot  speak  of  the 
manner  in  which  (according  to  Governor  Ludlani) 
they  purchased  or  redeemed  slaves  before  in  the  co- 
kmy.  It  is  obvious,  Governor  Ludlam  might  have 
distributed'  the  slaves,  as-  he  thought  fit,  and  it  is  also 
well  known  that  any  person  obtained  the  slaves  who 
bid  and  paid  for  them. 

The  Report  asserts, ' { that  Governor  Ludlam  took 
"  forty  of  the  ablest  men  into  the  service  of  Govern- 
<c  ment,  promising  them  their  full  liberty  at  the  end 
"  of  three  years/' — I  was  in  the  colony  about  three 
years  after  this  transaction,  but  I  never  heard  of  this 
promised  liberation  being  executed.  Then  to  intro- 
duce a  panegyric  on  themselves  and  Mr.  Macaulav, 
with  an  attack  on  Mr.  Thompson  and  myself — they 
say  "  Mr.  Thorpe  would  insinuate  that  this  transac- 
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ff  tten  had  been  doncealed  by  the  Sierra  Leotte 
"  Company  and  African  Institution/' — I  never  in- 
sinuated any  such  thing,  for  I  knew  Mr.  Thompson 
had  made  public  the  whole  transaction  in  1808,  but 
Mr.  Thompson  (thoiigh  unfortunately  at  present  irf 
India)  is  able  and  willing*  to  defend  himself,  and  hap- 
pily relieved  from  all  restraint;  by  this  vindictive  at- 
tack, I  am  satisfied  he  will  publicly  stafe  the  conduct 
of  those  immaculate  men  at  Sierra  Leone. 

Having  finished  my  reply  to  the  Special  Report, 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  Sierra  Leone  Company,  I 
shall  beg  leave  to  put  a  few  questions  for  the  consi- 
deration of  the  Directors. 

Did  not  the  Act  of  Parliament,  for  incorporating 
their  Company,  declare,  ' e  That  it  shall  not  be  law- 
"  ful  for  the  said  Company,  either  directly  or  indi- 
"  rectly,  for  itself  or  themselves,  or  by  the  agents1 
(C  or  servants  of  the  said  Company,  or  otherwise 
'  howsoever,  to  deal  or  traffic  in  the  buying  or  sell- 
"  ing  of  slaves,  or  in  any  manner  whatsoever  to  have, 
"  hold,  appropriate,  or  employ  any  person  or  per- 
"  sons  in  a  state  of  skvery  in  the  service  of  the  said 
<c  Company  ?"  And  has  not  the  confession  of  their 
own  servants,  as  given  in  their  own  publications,  to- 
gether with  the  proofs  I  have  exhibited,  and  referred 
to,  established  that  their  servants  did  buy  slaves,  that 
they  had  held,  appropriated,  and  employed  them  as 
such ;  yet  have  not  the  Directors  of  this  Company 
fostered,  protected,  praised  and  promoted  those  very 
servants  ? 
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Did  not  the  47th  of  the  King,  Chap.  44,  Section 
4,  enact,  "  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  per- 
"  son  or  persons  whatsoever,  inhabiting,  or  being, 
"  or  who  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  inhabit  or  be 
"  within  the  said  Peninsula  or  Colony  of  Sierra 
"  Leone,  either  directly  or  indirectly  to  deal  or 
"  traffic  in,  buy  or  sell,  or  to  be  aiding  or  assisting 
"  in  the  dealing  or  trafficking,  in  the  buying  or  selling 
"  of  slavesj  either  within  the  said  Peninsula  or  else- 
f<  where?"    Yet  does  not  Governor  Ludlam  confess 
that  he  purchased  forty  slaves  for  the  government 
service  from  the  cargoes  of  the  American  sloop  Balti- 
more  and  schooner  Eliza,  brought  into  Sierra  Leone 
by  H.  M.  S.  Derwent,  but  never  condemned  in  any 
court ;  and  does  not  the  said  Governor  Ludlam  con- 
fess that  he  did  aid  and  assist  in  the  buying  and  sell- 
ing of  slaves  from  the  said  cargoes  in  the  Colony  of 
Sierra  Leone  after  the  passing  of  this  Act  ?  Was  not 
the  said  Mr.  Ludlam,  after  this  transaction,  appoint- 
ed to  a  place  under  government,  with  a  salary  of  fif- 
teen hundred  a  year  by  the  Directors'  recommenda- 
tion ?     Was  not  their  friend,  Mr.  A.  Macaulay,  the 
brother  and  agent  of  Mr.  Z.  Macaulay,  a  purchaser 
on  this  occasion,  and  an  active  partizan  and  agent  for 
the  captors  at  the  slave  auction  ?  Was  not  Mr.  A. 
Smith  a  promoter  of  and  a  purchaser  at  this  slave 
market,  yet  did  not  some  of  the  active  Directors  re- 
commend Mr.  Smith  to  Captain  Columbine  to  fill  my 
station  as  Judge  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  ?  Have  they 
not  induced  Lord  Bathurst  to  order  him  seven  hun- 
dred pounds  out  of  my  salary ;  and  have  they  not 
excused  his  iniquitous  conduct  while  he  presided  in 
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my  Court  ?  In  short,  have  they  not  endeavottrcdf  to 
palliate  this  abominable,  illegal  sale  and  purchase 
of  slaves,  and  to  screen  and  assist  all  their  old  ser- 
vants engaged  in  it  ? 

Did  not  the  principal  Directors  of  the  Company 
declare  they  considered  the  slave  trade  as  unjust  and 
inhuman?  Did  they  not  consider  fine  and  forfeiture 
insufficient,  and  therefore  obtained  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment,, the  5 1st  of  Greo.  III.  c.  23,  making  it  felony  ta 
carry  on,,  or  to'aid,  abet  or  assist  in  any  way.,  by  ser- 
vants, agents,  factors  or  otherwise ;  yet  has  it  not  beery 
allowed  by  Governor  Litdlam  and  others  that  the 
Company's  agents  and  factors  did  purchase  slaves  ir* 
Africa,  or,  as  he  terms  it,  redeeming  natives.,  remove 
them  to  Sierra?  Leone,  work  them  without  pay,  and 
hire  them  for  pay  ?  and  has  it  not  been  confessed  in 
the  Special  Report,  that  the  Company's  servants  did' 
supply  the  slav-e  factories,  and  the  masters  of  slave 
ships,  with  the  articles  they  wanted  to  purchase 
slaves  with?  which  undeniably  was  aiding  and  assist- 
ing them  in  carrying  on  that  traffic :  and  if  the  same 
conduct  was  pursued  at  this  time,  the  same  articles 
furnished  and  proved  to  be  sold  to  such  persons  for 
such  purposes,  would  not  the  persons  so  acting  by 
themselves^  their  agents  or  servants  be  liable  on  con- 
viction to  transportation  as  felons  for  fourteen  years  ?• 
and  is  there  not  the  same  moral  turpitude  attached  to 
those  persons  acting  thus  before  the  Act  passed^ 
as  after,  though  the  just  punishment  cannot  be  in- 
flicted ?  yet  the  very  men,  whose  servants  did  so  act, 
atre  termed  «'  the  intelligent,  determined  and 
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*  less  adversaries"  of  this  traffic ;  and  these  very 
servants    who     did    thus    purchase,    and    employ 
Slaves,  and  did  so   aid  and  assist  with   assorted 
articles  of  Merchandise  from  the  Company's  Store, 
others  in  the  open  purchase  of  Slaves  for  sixteen 
years,  are  countenanced  by  those  very  Director* 
to  this  moment ! 

Such  men  may  have  been  of  tc  hitherto  lin- 
*f  blemished  character/'  but  I  do  not  believe  the 
World  will  continue  to  consider  them  so  immacu- 
late, While  they  persist  in  patronising,  promoting*, 
and  praising  those  who  confess  and  defend  such 
fconduct,  (page  48,  Special  Report)  and  I  am  led  to 
think,  they  will  rather  be  considered  as  aiders  and 
abetters  to  that  crime  which  they  have  always  so 
loudly  professed  to  abhor,  though  the  Reporter 
assures  us  "  they  have  Satisfied  the  Directors  of 

*  their  purity."     These  are  not  "  trifles   light  as 
Stir/'  but  ff  Confirmations  strong/' 

I  lament  sd  miich  exposure  has  been  wrung 
from  me,  I  labored  to  save  the  fame  and  popu- 
larity of  those  whom  I  considered  truly  worthy  of  re- 
spect and  attention,  and  I  endeavored  to  induce  them 
to  carry  into  effect  their  professions,  stnd  promises 
for  Africa :  but  if  they  will  pertinaciously  persist 
to  delude,  in  expectation  of  upholding  their  own 
pride,  and  an  insignificant  individual's  profit,  they 
inust  sink  themselves,  tvhen  they  intended  to 
overwhelm  me;  all  the  persecution  I  have  ex- 
perienced does  not  surprise  me,  though  it  has 
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gone  to  the  extent  of  human  malignity.  I  wrote 
in  page  37  of  my  Letter  to  Mr.  Wilberforce, 
((  I  often  pause  as  I  write,  to  consider  if  fame, 
ff  wealth,,  and  power,  can  over-awe  the  investigation 
"  of  truth  ;  but,  as  I  reflect  on  the  English  charao 
*"  ter,  I  am  encouraged  to  proceed ;"  and  that  re- 
flection has  been  my  only  incitement  to  this  very 
hour.  If  the  most  distinguished  personages  in  the 
Empire  will  continue  to  lend  their  names  with  credu- 
lous complaisance,  to  uphold  public  delusion,  respect 
even,  for  them,  must  be  diminished.. 

I  have  now  fo  reply  to-  the  answer  which  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  African  Institution  have 
thought  proper  to  make  to  such  parts  of  my  Letter 
to  Mr.  Wilberfosce  as-  applied  to  themselves ;  and 
as  a  preliminary  observation-,  I  must  beg  leave  t® 
say,  that  Letter  was  indited  most  respectfully  with 
regard  to  the  African  Institution,  and  I  hope  it 
is  sufficiently  manifest  that  it  must  have  beea 
written  from  the  most  disinterested  motives.  I 
considered  the  Institution  a&  composed*  of  the  best 
men  in  the  nation,  possessing  talents,  information 
and  power,  and  actuated  by  the  purest  principles. 
I  was  sincerely  anxious  for  the  civilization  of 
Africa,  and  the  universal  Abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade,  and  conceived  the  greatest  favor  I  could 
confer  OH  the  unbiassed  members,  and  the  prin- 
cipal means  by  which  I  could  promote  the  great 
cause  for  benefiting  Africa  and  England,  was  to 
point  out  to  those  elevated  and  good  men,  how 
completely  they  had  been  deluded;  that  none  o£ 
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their  promises  and  professions  had  been  carried 
into  effect,  that  their  fund*  were  wasted,  that  their 
fame  would  be  tarnished  by  the  fallacious  repre- 
sentations made  under  the  authority  of  their  names, 
and  that  I  was  anxious  and  ready  to  assist  their 
benevolent  efforts  by  the  information  I  had  ac- 
quired from  nearly  eight  years'  unremitted  attention 
to  the  chief  objects  of  the  Institution. 

The  Report  proceeds  in  extenuation,  "  That 
<e  the  Directors,  relying  on  the  liberality  of  the 
<(  Public,  had  calculated  on  obtaining  funds  which 
*'  would  have  enabled  them  to  pursue  with  vigour 
<(  the  various  objects  they  were  desirous  to  pro- 
(t  mote."  The  funds  were  certainly  sufficient  to 
have  commenced  the  various  objects  they  professed 
to  promote,  but  the  funds  were  not  expended  on 
those  objects,  and  wisdom  withheld,  what  ostenta- 
tion would  have  lavished. 

The  Report  next  states,  <c  that  their  first  duty 
(!  obviously  was  to  watch  over  the  laws  recently 
f<  made  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  to 
"  endeavour  to  prevent  their  infraction,  to  suggest 
<f  the  means  of  rendering  them  more  effectual, 
"  and  to  promote  the  Abolition  of  this  trade  by 
f(  Foreign  Powers/'  When  Laws  are  enacted, 
there  are  always  persons  whose  duty  it  is  to  watch 
over  and  enforce  them ;  but  certainly  the  only 
step  the  Institution  should  have  taken,  '(in  my 
humble  opinion)  or  could  have  taken,  with  effect, 
to  have  induced  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
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Simulate  the  attention  of  the  Constituted  Authori- 
ties, by  a  circular  letter  to  the  Governors  of  Colo- 
nies, and  when  they  heard  of  any  infraction  of  the 
Abolition  Acts,  they  should  have  informed  the 
Law  Officers,  whose  duty  it  would  have  been  to 
prosecute  the  offenders.  In  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, they  might  have  proposed  the  means  of 
rendering  those  Acts  more  effectual,  and  from  their 
influence  with  the  Ministers,  or  by  an  Address  to 
the  Executive,  they  should  have  promoted  the 
Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  with  Foreign  Powers/ 
but  for  all  this,  not  one  pound  from  the  Subscrip- 
tion fund  was  necessary. 

"  The  Directors  will  proceed  to.  consider  the 
<e  specific  charges  against  the  Institution.  1st, 
"  The  alledged  neglect  of  Education."  This  they 
pdmit,  but  endeavour  to  excuse  themselves  by 
attributing  the  neglect  to  Governor  Thompson, 
who  is  now  in  the  £ast  Inclies ;  this  sincere 
Abolitionist,  and  true  friend  to  the  civilization  of 
Africa,  was  a  Fellow  of  Queen's  College,  Cam- 
bridge, and  most  zealous  to  extend  education;  if 
he  did  not  make  those  African  youths  School  Mas- 
ters, I  conclude  he  found  them  so  inadequately 
instructed,  that  he  could  not  entrust  them  with  the 
instruction  of  others.  No  person  could  be  more 
inclined  to  carry  into  effect  the  ostensible  wishes 
of  the  Institution,  and  to  prove  it  he  gave  One 
Hundred  Pounds  Subscription,  and  became  a  Mem- 
ber, but,  when  he  found  their  avowed  objects 
never  attempted  to  be  carried  into  effect,  but 
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the  mercantile  views  of  the  individual  who  managed 
the  Institution  alone  considered,  he  gave  them  up 
in  disgust.  Next  it  is  asserted  that  Captain  Colum- 
bine's state  of  health  prevented  the  wishes  of  the 
Institution  from  being  carried  forward,  and  that 
Colonel  Maxwell  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  apply 
the  funds  of  the  Society  to  this  object.  The 
question  stands  thus — the  Directors  allow  they  had 
no  schools  •;  they  allow  in  the  five  first  Reports  they 
induced  the  Public  to  believe  they  had,  which  they 
must  have  known  to  be  untrue,  because  if  the  \ 
Schools  had  been  established  by  them,  the  Institu- 
tion must  have  been  called  on  for  their  support. 
The  Treasurer's  Accounts  (annually  published) 
shewed  there  were  no  sums  drawn  for  any  such  / 
purpose  ;  therefore  it  is  conclusive  that  they  were  I 
knowingly  deluding  the  Public  on  the  subject  of  ) 
Education,  for  at  least  five  years.  After  six  years 
promise,  and  two  of  exposure,  they  prove  the 
necessity  of  having  Schools,  by  sending  out  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sutherland,  and  they  declare  "  that  their 
*'f  offers  of  providing  for  the  expense  of  Schools, 
<:  are  irrefragable  proofs  of  their  having  attempted 
fe  civilization/'  This  is  the  acme  of  their  efforts 
— this  offer,  the  demonstration  of  the  fulfilment  of 
their  professions  and  promises.  Let  the  great  Per- 
sonages, who  have  lent  themselves  so  unsuspiciously, 
only  read  what  is  delivered  to  the  Public  under 
their  sanction,  and  they  must  sufficiently  feel 
their  humiliated  situation.  Then  the  Special  Re- 
port says,  "  Mr.  T.  charges  the  Directors  with 
ff  deluding  a  liberal  Nation/'  because  they  stated, 
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{<  A  better  chance  will  also  thus  be  afforded  for 
<(  restoring  some  of  the  captured  Negroes  to  their 
"  former  connexions,,  and  some  of  them  after  hav- 
"  ing  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  instruction  in  agri- 
fe  culture,  and  in  other  useful  arts  in  the  Colony, 
(e  may  possibly  be  beneficially  employed  in  dis- 
<e  seminating  in  other  parts  of  Africa  the  know- 
"  ledge  which  they  may  have  thus  acquired/' — 
Surely  after  reiterating  for  years  the  wonders  they 
were  doing,  their  Schools  (in  nubibus)  for  Arabic, 
Soosoo,  English,  Writing,  and  the  Arts,  with 
Farms  annexed  for  Instruction  in  Agriculture, 
when  not  one  of  those  admirable  plans  were  ever 
put  into  execution,  nor  one  of  the  captured  Negroes 
returned  to  his  own  country,  or  ever  received  any 
instruction  in  ours,  it  was  just  to  consider  this 
pompous  representation  a  delusion  on  this  liberal 
nation  ;  and  in  support  of  their  statement,  they 
refer  to  that  miserable  expensive  production  (made 
up  in  their  own  way)  by  Captain  Columbine  and 
Mr.  Dawes,  and  denominated  a  Report  of  Survey 
of  the  Coast,  to  the  Secretary  of  State ;  confirming 
what  Governor  Thompson  writes  (as  given  in  page 
3,  Preface,  4th  Edition)  "  tempting  me  to  aid  the 
"  covert  Slave  traffic,  which  had  already  been 
ff  established,  and  to  join  in  the  general  System  of 
<c  misrepresentation  to  the  British  Government." 

The  extract  from  the  Report  of  Survey  contains 
the  following  passage ;  (C  When  any  of  the  cap- 
€<  tured  Negroes  desired  to  return  to  their  own 
"  country,  and  such  return  was  deemed  practi* 
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c<  cable,  they  have  been  allowed  to  do  so,  being 
"  first  provided  with  a  paper  under  the  hand  and 
"  seal  of  the  Governor,  certifying  that  they  were 
<(  to  be  considered  as  his  people,  and  under  his 
ff  protection,  which  is  looked  on  according  to  the 
"  Custom  and  Laws  of  Africa,  as  a  sufficient  secu- 
<{  rity  against  further  molestation  ;"  this  is  all 
delusion  also ;  no  such  paper  having  been  issued,  and 
no  such  Law  or  Custom  subsisting  in  Africa,  but 
fabricated  for  the  same  purposes,  and  in  the  same 
way  at  Mr.  K.  Macaulay's  statement  of  the  disposal 
of  the  captured  Negroes  (given  in  the  Appendix, 
Preface,  3d  Edition,  p.  25).  I  have  heard  of  a 
solitary  instance  of  an  attempt  to  send  some 
Jol lilies  home,  but  they  were  suffered  to  be  sold 
into  slavery  on  the  way  !  So  much  for  the  asser- 
tion that  near  five  hundred  captured  Negroes  have 
been  restored  to  their  own  country. 

This  Report  concludes  the  first  head. — Mr.  T. 
adds,  "  the  British  Government  paid  two  Black 
"  Boys,  who  wrote  badly  and  read  worse,  for 
"  teaching  the  Children  to  read  and  write ;  the 
"  truth  and  spirit  of  this  allegation  will  be  seen  by 
<e  the  annexed  specimens  of  the  hand-writing  of 
tf  these  youths."  1  remember  while  I  was  in  the 
Colony,  Peter  Wilson,  one  of  their  educated  youths, 
was  at  the  head  of  the  School,  and  he  could 
neither  read  nor  write  intelligibly  ;  but  fc  the 
"  specimens  of  the  hand-writing  of  these  youths 
ff  they  have  exhibited  to  the  Board/'  who  could  form 
ft  judgement  of  a  boy's  proficiency  in  writing  by 
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complaisant  the  Board  constantly  proves  itself,  in 
being  easily  satisfied  ! 

2d.  <f  Mr.  T.  proceeds  at  page  10,  to  blame  the 
fc  Institution  for  having'  sent  Cotton  Seeds  and 
' '  various  Machines  to  the  Colony  before  they  could 
fc  be  of  any  use."  The  passage  in  my  Letter, 
page  10,  alluding  to  a  great  display  having  been 
made  in  the  Institution  Report  about  sending 
Cotton  Seed  and  Machines  to  the  Colony, — states, 
"  they  did  send  out  such  things  before  the  Set- 
"  tiers  had  Land  granted  to  them,  before  Land 
"  was  prepared  for  the  Seed,  or  Implements  in 
tc  the  Colony  to  prepare  the  Land  with,  the  Seed 
"  was  thrown  into  the  River  rotten,  and  the  Ma- 
"  chines  suffered  to  decay  ;"  and  I  added  in  a 
note,  cc  many  persons  in  the  Colony  who  were 
((  present  when  the  articles  arrived,  can  prove 
"  this  statement,  and  even  in  London  sufficient 
"  evidence  can  be  found  to  establish  the  fact/* 
Now,  would  it  not  have  been  more  dignified  anc( 
correct  in  those  great  Directors,  when  sitting  in 
judgment  on  my  statement,  to  have  called  on  me 
to  have  produced  those  witnesses,  and  after  ex- 
amining them,  to  have  pronounced  judgment? 
instead  of  attacking  Governor  Thompson,  attri- 
buting to  him  the  failure  of  those  things,  because 
he  was  recalled,  arguing  in  their  old  way,  from 
what  he  might  have  said,  but  did  not  say,  and  of 
his  approbation  of  the  Institution  by  his  sending 
a  Subscription  of  One  Hundred  Pounds.  Mr, 
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Thompson  is  as  incapable  of  such  littleness,  as  he 
was  zealous  to  promote   every  thing  that  could  be 
Beneficial  to  Africa ;  and,  in  truth,  he  considered 
himself  Governor  of  Sierra  Leone  for  two  years 
after  the  seed  went  out ;  for  he  writes  to  me  from, 
Hull,  December  3,  1810. — tc  I  was  sent  for  home 
<c  to  communicate  with  Ministers  in  my  capacity 
<c  of  Governor,  and  as  such,  in  all  appearance,  I 
"  stand  to  this  day/'     He  was  never  charged  with 
any  act  of  impropriety ;  he  was  removed  by  the 
influence  of  the  little   select   party,    because    he 
would  not  become  an  instrument  of  delusion ;  he 
would  haye  made  {f  agriculture  overspread  that  al- 
t{  most  depopulated  part  of  Africa ;"    he   would 
have  broken  the  tube  of  deception,  and  the  bubble 
having  burst,  profit  would  be  diminished  and  popu- 
larity paralyzed  ;  the  Manager  must  have  pliable 
tools   for  intricate    manufacture — Thompson   was 
English  oak,  unbending,  and  sound  to  the  heart. 

The  next  thing  under  the  same  head — (e  Mr. 
<f  T.  affirms  that  the  cotton  seed  was  as  useless  to 
f<  the  natives  as  the  settlers,  for  they  had  no  im- 
"  plements  of  husbandry,  nor  any  sort  of  instru- 
Cf  ments  to  prepare  the  ground  for  the  seed/'  An 
attempt  is  here  made  to  display  their  knowledge  of 
African  agriculture  and  manufacture,  which  is  not 
illustrative.  The  Africans  plant  the  cotton  seed 
on  the  same  ground  with  the  rice,  and  after  taking 
in  the  rice,  they  hoe  the  cotton  ;  but  when  this, 
seed  was  offered,  the  natives  were  informed  it  was 
of  a  different  quality  from  what  they  had  used  be- 
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nagement. They  refused  the  seed,  as  they  will  not 
give  up  old  habits  until  they  see  a  beneficial  change. 
I  stated  in  my  note,  page  10,  Letter  to  Mr. 
Wilberforce,  that  there  were  in  London  gentlemen 
who  could  establish  the  fact.  I  naturally  wish  for 
investigation,  because  I  am  upheld  only  by  truth ; 
they  evidently  resist  it,  because  they  float  only  on 
its  suppression. 

3d.     "  In  the  Third  Report,  the  same  old  delu- 
*•'  sion  practised  by  the  Sierra  Leone  Company  is 
"  kept  up.     The   Report   states  that  the  Colony 
ff  would  produce  hemp,  rope,  cotton,  silk,  sugar, 
fc  tea,  bark,  camphor,  castor  oil,  tobacco,  &c.  &c." 
Let   any    person   read  the  Company's  Report  in 
1794,  three  years  after  they  were  established,  and 
the  Third  Report  of  the  African  Institution,  and 
determine  if  it  must  not  be  pronounced  the  same 
old  delusion ;  also  if  the  whole  intention  is  not  to 
shew  that  the  Colony  would  produce  these  articles, 
not  one  of  which  (except  a  little  cotton)  was  pro- 
duced at  the  time  ;  however,  they  give  an  extract 
from  Mr.  Vanneck's  letter,  which  proves  that  great 
care  had  been  taken  of  every  plant  sent  out,  and 
that  they  were  entrusted   to    him    by    Governor 
Thompson.     Here  they  allow  care  was  bestowed, 
without  giving  Governor  Thompson  the  praise  he 
merited,  and  about  the  cotton  seed  they  make  him 
negligent  to  load  him  with  censure  unmerited. 

I  affirm  again,  I  never  heard  of,  or  saw,  any  of 
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those  valuable  productions  staled  in  their  Third 
Report,  because  they  were  not  in  existence ;  and 
if  they  imagine  I  am  in  error  by  considering  them, 
public  impositions,,  why  do  they  not  expose  my  de- 
traction ?  but  the  Special  Report  never  presumes 
to  prove  in  support  of  their  Third  Report,  that  the 
Colony  does  produce  hemp,  rope,  silk,  sugar,  tea, 
bark,  camphor,  castor  oil,  tobacco,  &c.  &c.  which 
I  asserted  they  published  to  delude  the  nation.  The 
Directors  vent  their  vexation  in  insinuation  and  re- 
proach against  Mr.  Thompson  and  myself,  hoping 
to  uphold  themselves  by  turning  the  reader's  atten- 
tion from  the  weakness  of  their  cause  to  the  strength 
of  their  invective. 

4th.  The  Directors  do  not  deny  they  deceived 
and  misled  the  Navy  Commanders,  by  inducing 
them  to  believe  that,  under  the  Abolition  Act,  they 
were  to  receive  from  the  Treasury  for  every  slave 
they  captured  (after  being  condemned  to  the  King, 
and  delivered  to  the  executive  officer)  forty  pounds 
for  each  man,  thirty  for  each  woman,  and  ten  for 
each  child. 

5th.  The  Directors  do  not  deny  what  I  have 
said  respecting  the  Fourth  African  Institution  Re- 
port, but  excuse  their  impropriety  in  falsely  con- 
struing the  Abolition  Act,  by  stating  that  they  pub- 
lished the  act  itself;  as  if  a  commander  could  doubt 
the  great  law  authority  of  the  Institution,  and  re- 
fer to  their  Appendix  for  the  Act.  Ultimately,  I 
suppose,  all  parties  will  be  satisfied  ;  the  Institution 
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paid  for  printing1  tlieir  errors  from  the  African  poor 
box,  and  they  will  procure  compensation  to  those 
who  followed  them,  from  the  public  purse. 

As  to  their  fallacious  statement  iri  the  Fourth' 
Report,,  the  Special  Report  declares  they  must 
feave  been  deceived  by  Mr.  Thompson ;  but  they 
do  not  publish  any  document  that  would  prove  the 
deception.  This  is  all  very  liberal,,  as  they  know 
Captain  Thompson  is  iri  the  East  Indies;  but  if 
this  gentleman  ever  sees  this  Special  Report,  I  am 
convinced  he  will  defend  himself,  and  make  a 
greater  exposure  than  has  been  extorted  from  me. 

6th.     "  Mr.  T attacks  the  Fifth  Report,  agf 

€c  proving  the  ignorance  of  the  Directors  respect- 
"  ing  the  Portuguese  possessions  north  of  the 
fc  Equator.  All  that  the  Directors  said  on  the  sub- 
*'  ject  was,  that  the  Portuguese  haVe  no  possession^ 
"  north  of  the  Equator,  \fith  the  exception  only  of 
*f  the  small  island  of  Bissao.  What  there  is  incor- 
"  rect  in  this  statement,  is  riot  obvious."  The 
islands  of  St.  Thomas,  Princes,  and  the  Cape  de 
Verds,  are  all  Portuguese  possessions,  and  the 
Slave  Trade  is  carried  on  alt  those  places.  The 
Portuguese  have  possessions  at  Adjuda,  and  also1 
north-east  of  Bissao  on  the  Continent ;  from  these 
also  the  Slave  Trade  is  pursued ;  and  they  are  alt 
north  of  the  Equator.  Only  let  the  reader  consider 
'how  this  ignorance  is  persevered  in,  under  the 
sanction  of  these  credulous  Directors ;  surely  it  is' 
evident  how  implicitly  they  believe,  how  tacitly 
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they  receive,  amj  how  conspicuously  they  are  de- 
ceived by  an  ignorant  and  interested  individual. 

7th.     A  long  extract  from  my  letter  to  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce  is  given,  where  I  mentioned  the  Commis- 
sion of  Survey.     I  said  "  that  an  useless  commis- 
"  sion,  to  gratify  the  little  select  party,  by  giving 
ff  two  of  their  old  servants  ,£1500  a  year  each,  had 
"  cost  Great    Britain    .£10,000.-"      They    cannot 
deny  it.     I  said  Captain  Columbine  was  qualified, 
and  they   incapacitated  him,    by  having  him  also' 
appointed  Governor.    They  cannot  deny  it.    I  said, 
if  the  commission  had  been  useful,  the  other  com- 
missioners were  not  qualified.     One  of  them  they 
do   not  defend,  and  as  to  the  other,  I  shall  only 
appeal  to  his  Report,  and  to  every  intelligent  gen- 
tleman accustomed  to  the  coast,  whether  there  is, 
or  not,  one  particle  of  information  that  could  not 
have  been  attained  at  Cape  Coast  Castle,  or  in  Lon- 
don, without  trouble  or  expence  ?     The  observa- 
tions and  hints  on  the  state  of  the  Slave  Trade,  con- 
tained in  the  Report,  are  unfounded,  the  remarks* 
about  Sierra  Leone  mischievous,  and  obviously  in- 
tended to  farther  the  views  of  the  trading  Patron. 

The  Report  continues. — cc  But  perhaps  Mr.  T/ 
f*  means  to  object  to  the  propriety  of  continuing 
fe  their  salaries  to  the  commissioners  during  their 
"  involuntary  inactivity;  if  so,  the  Directors 
fe  think  it  necessary  to  state,  not  by  way  of  recri- 
"  mination,  but  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
<f  Institution  to  judge  of  the  justness. of  Mr. 
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r'  Thorpe's  claim  to  a  character  for  superior  regard 
"  to  public  economy ;  that  he  himself  enjoyed  a 
"  salary,  as  Chief  Justice  and  Judge  of  the  Vice 
f<  Admiralty  Court  at   Sierra   Leone,    for  several 
"  years,  although  his  actual  residence  in  the  Colony 
"  did  not  exceed  twenty-one  months;  his  salary,, 
"  which  was  ,£1500  a  year,  commenced  from  the 
"  month  of  January  1808,  and  he  received  it  with- 
"  out  any  deduction  for  three  years  and  a  half  be- 
"  fore  he  set  his  foot  in  the  Colony ;  but  not  content 
fc  with  this  large  sinecure  emolument,  soon  after 
se  he  landed  at  Sierra  Leone,  he  demanded  of  Mr. 
"  Smith  (the  gentleman  who  had  done  the  whole 
"  duty  of  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  Vice  Admiralty 
te  Court  for  nearly  eighteen  months  previous  to  his 
•te  arrival)  to  pay  over  to  him  all  the  fees  he  had 
(C  received  in  that  capacity ;  and  on  Mr.  Smith's 
<c  refusing  to  comply  with  this  demand,  Mr,  Thorpe 
"  brought  an  action  against  him  in  the  Court  in 
ff  which  he  himself  usually  presided,  for  a  <£1000, 
ef  and  there  pleading  his  own  cause,  he  obtained  a 
<c  verdict  for  <£320,    and  actually  compelled  Mr. 
"  Smith,  by  a  writ  addressed  to  the  Sheriff,  to  pay 
cc  this  sum  within  a  few  days  after  the  verdict  had 
cc  been  given/' 

Since  they  have  most  liberally  introduced 
this  irrelevant  subject,  and  travelled  out  of  the 
Pamphlet  to  make  a  personal  attack,  and  carry 
the  reader's  attention  from  their  fallacious  Re- 
ports, I  shall  begin  with  noticing  eight  false 
statements  in  halloa  page,  and  then  obtrude  on  the 
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patience  of  my  reader  a  true  statement  of  the  whole 
matter.  I  never  received  any  salary  as  Judge  of 
the  Vice  Admiralty  Court;  it  was  distinctly  settled 
that  I  was  to  be  remunerated  by  the  fees  arising 
from  that  office  ;  I  did  not  make  any  demand  on 
Mr.  Smith  soon  after  I  arrived  in  the  Colony, 
nor  until  several  sessions  afterwards ;  I  never  de- 
manded the  whole  of  the  fees ;  Mr.  Smith  did  hot 
act  for  nearly  eighteen  months ;  I  never  pleaded 
my  own  cause;  I  never  obtained  a  verdict  for 
£320 1  I  never  actually  compelled  Mr.  Smith  to 
pay,  nor  was  any  particular  writ  addressed  to  the 
Sheriff  on  the  subject,  within  a  few  days  after  the 
verdict  had  been  given. 

I  was  removed  from  my  judicial  situation  in  Ca-« 
nada,  to  be  appointed  Chief  Justice  of  Sierra  Le- 
one; my  salary  was  to  cease  for  the  one  on  the  31st 
of  December  1807,  and  commence  for  the  other 
on  the  1st  of  January  1808,  from  the  hour  I 
was  appointed  I  "vvas  prepared  to  embark.  1  ap- 
plied often  to  Government  to  assume  my  station. 
The  Secretary  of  State  three  times  directed  me  to 
hold  myself  in  readiness.  Lord  Castlereagh  or- 
dered me  to  sail  by  his  Majesty's  ship  Solbay.  Lord 
Liverpool  directed  me  to  go  by  his  Majesty 's  ship 
Crocodile,  I  was  four  times  actually  equipped 
for  going  on  board,  but  secret  influence  always 
produced  a  detention.  It  was  asserted  I  could  not 
'go  without  the  new  Charter  for  the  Colony,  which 
-was  not  ready,  though  the  new  Charter  neither  in- 
creased nor  diminished  my  power  of  discharging 
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tvery  duty  required.    I  might  have  presided  iit  the 
Admiralty  Court ;  I  might  have  acted  as  Chief  Jus- 
tice ;  I  might  have  presided  at  the  criminal  com- 
missions, from  being  first  in  council ;  and  I  might 
have  presided  in  the  Civil  Court,  if  I  had  been  ap- 
pointed Mayor ;  all  without  the  new  Charter ;  but 
the  little  select  party  did  not  wish  me  there,  amd  I 
was  detained  until  Mr.  Whitbread's  enquiry  in 
the  Hotise  of  Commons  into  the  cause  of  my  de* 
tention,  obliged  me  to  assume  my  station.    Now, 
I  only  ask,  if,  in  ju&tiee,  one  shilling  of  my  sa- 
lary could  have  been  withheld?    Certainly  Lords 
Liverpool  and  Castlereagh  considered  me  entitle^ 
for  they  directed  that  I  should  be  paid.     Mr.  Smith 
was  a  person  originally  sent  out  by  the  Sierra  Le- 
one Company  at  a  salary  of  .£40  or  <£50  a  year  ;  as 
I  have  been  informed,   to  instruct  the  boys  and 
girls  in  spelling,,  and  the  men  and  women  in  Psalm 
singing;   he  then  became  a  storekeeper  for  the 
Company,  and  next  a  shopkeeper  for  himself.    Mr. 
Smith  happened  to  be  in  England  when  Captain 
Columbine  was   going  out  in  his  Majesty's  ship 
Crocodile,  to  be  Governor  of  Sierra  Leone  and 
Commodore  on  the  station.     I  applied  to  go  in  the 
Crocodile,  but  Mr.  Smith  was  considered  a  more 
complaisant  gentleman.    I  was  refused  a  passage, 
and  Mr.  Smith  taken  out,  and  appointed  acting 
Judge  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Co»rt,  by  Commo- 
dore Columbine,  who  had  his  own  ship  constantly 
bringing  in  vessels  for  adjudication,  and  at  their 
trials  he  dictated  the  judgments  of  the  Court  for 
.  Smith  to  pronounce!  But  if  Mr.  Smith  did 
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not  approve  of  those  sentences,  (though  he  pro- 
nounced them)  he  altered  them  as    he    thought 
fit,  long  after  they  were  recorded;  and  lest  the 
original   ship's    papers    should    ever   come    forth 
hi  judgment  against  him,  in  cases  of  appeal  from 
his  sentences  of  condemnation,  he  suffered  them 
to  be  taken  away  entirely !     Mr.  Smith  had  also 
much  facility  in  supplying  his  shop  from  the  con- 
demned   cargoes,     so   that  his  judicial   appoint* 
ment  was  universally  considered  a  pretty  profitable 
trading  concern.     Mr.  Smith  having  long  been  the 
great  oracle  of  the  Colony,  felt  his  consequence 
lessened  on  the  arrival  of  Governor  Maxwell  and 
myself  •  and  informed  the  inhabitants,  he  "  might 
<c  have  been  Governor,  Chief  Justice,  or  one  of  the 
"  Council,  if  he  had  pleased;  that  he  would  not 
"  assist  the  constituted  authorities,  but  suffer  their 
"  ignorance  to  ruin  them,  after  which  he  would 
"  set  all  right  i" 

Having  tolerated  Mr.  Smith  in  this  mode  of  con- 
duct for  six  months,  and  perceiving  its  injurious 
tendency,  I  spoke  of  it  to  Governor  Maxwell,  and 
sent  a  very  cool,  sensible  gentleman  to  Mr.  Smith, 
who  pointed  out  the  impropriety  of  his  conduct, 
and  assured  him  that  if  he  did  not  desist,  I  should 
be  obliged  to  expose  him,  by  proving  he  had  been 
appointed  a  Magistrate  and  acting  Judge,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  Charter  and  Admiralty  Commission,  and 
as  he  had  no  legal  right  to  the  fees  he  had  received, 
he  would  be  obliged  to  refund  them.  This  expos- 
tulation was  answered  by  defiance.  I  then  put  the 
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whole  business  under  the  management  of  Mr.. Fran* 
cis  Hopkins,  who  brought  an  action,,  proved  my 
case.,  and  established  that  Mr.  Smith  had  not  only 
acted  as  Judge  without  any  commission  being  ia 
the  Colony,  but  in  direct  violation  of  the  commis- 
sion I  held !  Mr.  K.  Macaulay,  the  Marshal  of  the 
Vice  Admiralty  Court,  proved  that  he  knew  of  fees 
amounting  to  more  than  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  which  Mr.  Smith  had  received,  and  also 
that  Mr.  Smith  had  received  fees  himself,  of  which 
Mr.  K.  Macaulay  (as  Marshal)  did  not  know  the 
exact  amount.  And  when  Mr.  A.  Macaulay  was 
called  as  a  witness,  I  asked  him,  fc  if  he  had  not 
"  heard  Mr.  Smith  declare  he  might  have  been  Go- 
ft  vernor,  Judge,  or  one  of  the  Council ;  that  he 
"  would  not  take  any  part  at  present  in  the  Go- 
Cf  vernment,  but  suffer  those  in  authority  to  ruin 
"  themselves  by  their  ignorance,  and  then  he  would 
*c  set  every  thing  right  ?"  To  this  question  Mr. 
A.  Macaulay  answered  in  the  affirmative.  I  told 
the  Jury,  (C  that  fearful  of  the  injurious  conse- 
"  quences  that  might  arise  from  this  presumption, 
"  I  had  brought  the  action  to  expose  Mr.  Smith'* 
tc  arrogant  conduct,  and  assuring  them  that  I  did 
".  not  seek  for  damages,  requested  they  would 
"  allow  him  amply  pro  iabore  et  opere."  I  took 
no  further  part  in  the  action  from  beginning  to 
end.  The  Court,  the  Jury,  and  the  witnesses  were 
all  Mr.  Smith's  old  friends.  A  verdict  was  brought 
in  for  the  Plaintiff,  with  ,£300  damages.  It  was 
recorded,  and  in  the  following  term,  according  to* 
general  practice,  (no  appeal  having  been  entered) 
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execution  issued  of  course,    and  I   received   the 
damages. 

I  then  concluded  all  other  demands  from  Mr. 
Smith  precluded ;  but  the  little  select  party  pre- 
vailed on  Lord  Bathurst  to  stop  seven  hundred 
pounds  of  my  salary  as  Chief  Justice,,  and  appro- 
priate it  to  Mr.  Smith,  as  acting  Judge  of  the  Vice 
Admiralty  Court !  not  from  my  salary  which  be-: 
came  due  while  Mr.  Smith  was  acting,,  (for  I  was 
paid  all  my  salary  for  that  time  by  direction  of  Lord 
Liverpool)  but  from  whut  became  due  (two  years 
afterwards)  during  my  leave  of  absence  for  the 
recovery  of  my  health.  By  this  deduction,  and 
stoppages  equally  oppressive,  nearly  three  thousand 
pounds  of  my  salary  have  been  withheld,,  which 
might  have  caused  me  to  have  been  thrown  into  a 
prison,,  and  by  disabling  me  from  the  power  of 
obeying  any  order  to  return  to  my  station  in  the 
Colony,  a  dismissal  from  my  appointment  would 
have  followed  of  course.  Could  such  an  object 
have  been  contemplated  by  such  pure  and  benevo- 
lent gentlemen  ?  Every  liberal  mind,  I  am  con* 
vinced,  will  be  gratified  by  this  exposure  of  malig- 
nity,, and  the  great  men  who  have  suffered  their 
names  to  sanction  such  a  vitious  attempt  at  detrac- 
tion, must  feel  ashamed ;  but  the  noble  Lord  who 
has  been  so  misled  as  to  become  the  instrument  of 
such  unprovoked  persecution,  will,  on  learning  the 
truth,  feel  indignant  at  their  audacity.  I  hope  this 
plain  statement  will  warn  the  fabricator  of  this  Re- 
port to  beware  of  such  continued  arrogance ;  his 
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adulation  of  rank,  disrespectful  of  himself ;  but  he 
might  have  considered  the  personages  who  have  so 
thoughtlessly  lent  the  sanction  of  their  great  names 
to  such  unqualified  malignity. — "  It  out-herods 
"  Herod/' 

8th.  "  Mr.  Thorpe  blames  the  information  the 
"  Directors  gave  to  the  navy  in  the  Fifth  Report." 
They  acknowledge  the  information  was  erroneous, 
in  stating,  as  they  did,  that  it  was  necessary  that 
vessels  carrying  on  the  Portuguese  Slave  Trade 
should  have  been  built  in  Portuguese  dominions, 
or  condemned  in  Portuguese  Courts  of  Admiralty ; 
but  say,  it  was  once  an  opinion  in  which  "  Mr.  T. 
*'  himself  appears  to  have  entirely  and  unreserv- 
"  edly  concurred,  as  may  be  seen  from  several  of 
"  his  own  decisions,  as  the  cases  of  the  Calypso, 
*f  Urbano,  and  Paquet  Volante."  In  the  first  place, 
the  Calypso  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  case ;  she 
was  condemned  on  different  points  from  the  others, 
and  the  cause  of  the  Urbano,  and  Paquet  Volante 
being  condemned  was  this: — When  Captain  Boneg 
brought  them  into  Sierra  Leone,  he,  produced  not 
only  the  errors  of  the  African  Institution,  but  also, 
directions  from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  the 
same  effect.     I  never  attended  to  the  fallaciousness 
of  the  Institution,  but  I  considered  myself  bound 
by  the  directions  of  the  Admiralty  in  that  instance. 
An  Admiralty  Judge,  I  conceive  to  be  directed  not 
only  by  the  civil  law,  and  Admiralty  proceedings, 
but,  to  be  in  some  measure,  directed  by  his  owi* 
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government;  therefore,  under  that  authority,  I 
condemned,  but  informed  Captain  Bones  I  wa* 
convinced  the  sentence  would  be  reversed,  and  ex- 
posed the  absurd  confusion  made  about  the  Portu- 
guese Treaties,  in  such  a  way  before  Captains  Irby 
and  Scobell,  as  to  prevent  any  more  captures  from 
being  made  on  the  same  ground. 

The  Directors  next  introduce  what  they  call  the 
substance  of  a  conversation  of  mine  with  Lieute- 
nant Pascoe,  (who  was  universally  revered  in  life, 
and  covered  with  glory  in  death.)  This  conversation 
is  irrelevant  to  the  subject  of  their  erroneous  infor- 
mation furnished  to  the  navy,  and  would  be  per- 
fectly ridiculous  for  me  to  attend  to  in  its  present 
state,  though  the  supposed  substance  of  my  con* 
versation  was  "  submitted  to  two  respectable  naval 
"  officers/'  When  any  decision  of  mine  is  ap- 
pealed from,  and  comes  before  the  court  above,  I 
chall  willingly  furnish  the  reasons  for  my  judgment 
when  required,  as  I  have  heretofore  done,  and 
though  it*  error,  if  I  have  discharged  my  duty  with 
integrity,  I  would  not  be  considered  culpable, 
but  those  who  mischievously  mislead  from  obtrusive 
ostentation,  are  in  my  opinion  highly  criminal 

At  page  27, f<  Mr.  T.  refers  to  his  own  exposition 
'<  of  the  10th  Article  of  the  Portuguese  Treaty, 
(t  as  more  correct  than  Lord  Castlereagh  V  That 
is  not  true — I  never  did  say  my  exposition  was  more 
correct  than  Lord  Castlereagh's :  such  presumption 
I  leave  to  the  managers  of  the  Institution ;  "  and 
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«  he,"  (Mr.  T.)  "  adds  that  his  constriction  has 
"  not  been  overruled  by  higher  authority.  This 
(f  assertion,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted,  is  equally 
"  incorrect  with  the  rest  of  his  Pamphlet.  Previ- 
f(  ous  to  its  appearance,  that  construction  had  al- 
ff  ready  been. overruled  by  Sir  William  Grant,  Sir 
"  William  Scott,  and  Sir  John  Nicholl,  in  the 
<c  cases  of  the  Calypso,  Urbano,  and  Paquet  Vo- 
<f  lante,  and  has  since  been  overruled  in  the  case 
"  of  the  St.  Juan/'  In  the  first  place,  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Calypso  has  not  been  overruled,  but 
stands  over ;  the  condemnation  was  not  confirmed 
f^om  the  King's  Advocate  being  misled  by  the  ig~ 
norance  of  Mr.  Macaulay,  the  captor's  prize  agent. 
When  I  informed  the  King's  Advocate  where  the 
slaves  were  taken  from,  by  referring  to  the  log 
book  of  the  Calypso,  and  proved  by  affidavit,  that 
those  places  were  not  on  the  Coast  de  Mina,  he  ap- 
plied to  the  Court  to  be  heard  again,  but  the  argu- 
ment was  closed  •  however  the  condemnation  wag 
not  overruled.  Secondly,  the  cases  of  the  Urbano, 
and  Paquet  Volante  have  nothing  to  do  with  my 
exposition  of  the  treaty.  I  never  stated,  "  it  was 
"  necessary  that  vessels  carrying  on  the  Portuguese 
fc  Slave  Trade,  should  have  been  built  in  the  do* 
(f  minions  of  Portugal,  or  condemned  in  a  Portu- 
"  guese  Court  of  Admiralty ;"  that  I  leave  for  the 
exposition  of  the  African  Institution ;  and  as  to  the 
St.  Juan,  the  Special  Report  admits  this  case  was 
not  decided  until  after  my  pamphlet  was  published ; 
the  reasons  for  reversing  that  condemnation  may 
have  been  the  same  that  prevented  the  condemns 
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lion  of  the  Calypso  from  being  confirmed  at  once, 
as  Mr.  Macaulay  was  prize  agent  in  her  case  also. 
Then  the  Report  persists  liberally  to  decide,  <c  but 
"•  besides  this,  the  irregularity  of  Mr.  Thorpe's  pro- 
"  ceedings,  as  judge  of  the  Vice- Admiralty  at 
"  Sierra  Leone,  appears  to  have  produced  on  the 
"  minds  of  the  judges  of  the  prize  court,  a  very 
f<  unfavourable  impression  of  the  justice  of  his 
"  proceedings ;  and  in  that  way  may  have  proved 
tf  materially  prejudicial  to  the  general  cause  of 
tc  Abolition."  1  defy  these  defective  Abolitionists 
to  state  a  single  sentence  that  ever  passed  the  lips 
of  those  admirable  judges,  that  could  have  been 
distorted  into  a  censure  on  the  justice  of  my  deci- 
sions, and  if  my  decisions  had  been  unjust,  how 
could  that  have  prejudiced  the  cause  of  Abolition  ? 
In  the  case  of  the  Diana  (Dod.  Adm.  Rep.  p.  95) 
Sir  William  Scott  most  correctly  reprobated  the 
conduct  of  the  Court  at  Sierra  Leone,  but  the  little 
select  party's  judge  and  friend,  Mr.  Smith,  presided, 
and  the  precedents  sent  by  his  judicious  friends  of 
the  Institution,  produced  much  of  his  error. 

As  they  become  weak  in  vindication,  and  more 
confused  in  reasoning,  they  grow  strong  in  falla- 
cious statement,  and  personal  acrimony ;—  it  is  a 
miserable  subterfuge ; — the  imbecility  of  the  head 
cannot  be  supplied  by  the  depravity  of  the  heart. 

9th.  <e  Another  theme  of  invective  strangely 
(f  adduced  by  Mr.  Thorpe,  is  the  conviction  of 
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*  Brodie,  Cooke,,   and  Dunbar,  under  the  Slave 
1f  Felony  Act."    Then  eleven  pages  of  falsehood 
and  malignity  issue  with  more  effrontery  than  was 
ever  before  exhibited.     It  must  be  evident  to  the 
nation,  that  the  active  Directors  and  their  mana* 
ger,  who  have  laboured  for  my  removal  for  years, 
would  with  avidity  have  laid  charges  against  me, 
if  any  thing  tangible  could  have  been  found ;  they 
studied  to  make  Samo's  trial  a  charge ;  toiled  over 
my  Letter  to  Mr.  Wilberforce ;  and  the  public  will 
credit  the  assurance,  that  I  have  positive  proof  of 
their  having  scrutinized  every  action  of  mine  to 
find  some  error  to  lay  before  the  Secretary  of 
State.    It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  attend  to  their  in- 
vectives, which  only  confirm  <e  their  infinite  wrath 
•"  and  infinite  despair."     I  have  always  dared  them 
to  public  accusation,  and  courted  enquiry. 

Knowing  how  they  have  endeavoured  to  preju* 
dice  Lord  Bathurst  against  me,  and  to  whisper  away 
my  character  whenever  they  could  find  credulous 
listeners;  I  requested  his  Lordship  to  let  me  know 
what  had  been  insinuated  to  my  disadvantage,  and 
assured  him  that  I  would  not  require  a  day  to 
satisfy  his  Lordship  as  to  its  falsehood  and  wicked- 
ness, but  a  particle  of  charge  never  came  forth. 

The  Special  Report  proceeds  to  state  the  man* 
ner  in  which  Brodie,  Cooke,  and  Dunbar  pleaded, 
and  how  they  wer.e  circumstanced,  all  of  which  is 
false,  as  the  men  themselves,  now  in  England,  can 
prove. 
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The  Directors  wish  to  shew,  that  the  precedent 
I  established  in  the  first  case  of  prosecution   for 
Slave  trading,    was  followed   in   the  proceedings 
against  these  men,  and  the  blame  of  their  convic- 
tion must  attach  to  me ;  to  support  this,  they  ap- 
peal to  some  published  trials.    I  know  nothing  of 
those  trials,  though  I  make  no  doubt  (from  the  re- 
spectability of  the  Editor)  I  uttered  whatever  was 
published  as  mine;  1  have  not  read  them;  but  I 
appeal  to  my  own  Letter,  part  of  which  Colonel 
Maxwell  and  the  Directors  have  so  honourably  gi* 
yen  to  the  public,  hi  which  I  stated  that  I  was 
annoyed    on    Colonel    Maxwell's    account,    after 
Samo  and  Hickson    had  been  brought  to  Sierra 
JLeone. 

Governor    Maxwell,    without    my    knowledge, 
gent  his  Majesty's  schooner  Vesta  to  the  Isles  de 
Loss,   had   Samo  and  Hickson  seized,  and  drag- 
ged from    their    houses,    as   prisoners  to    Sierra 
Leone  on    a  suspicion    of  slave  trading,     I  ne- 
ver had  geen  the  51st.  of  the  King,  Cap.  23,  at 
this  time,    it  was   only  in    Governor    Maxwell's 
possession,     I  did  not  wish  that  the  Slave  Trade 
should  be   encouraged,  by  shewing  that  the  au- 
thorities in  the  Colony  had  no  power  to  control 
the    traders    residing    in    the    Rio  Pongas,    nor 
did  I  wish  that  the  Governor,   who  had  ordered 
those  men  to  be  seized  without  sufficient  authority, 
should  be  ruined  by  damages  and  disgrace,  which 
inevitably  would  have  been  the  case,  if  Samo  and 
Hickson  had  been  liberated,  and  had  proceeded 
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gainst  Colonel  Maxwell  It  was  also  of  the  most 
vital  importance  to  the  cause  of  Abolition,,  that 
these  men  should  not  be  permitted  to  escape  with- 
out trial,  because  on  their  discharge  they  would 
have  returned  to  their  factories.,  revived  the  Slave 
Trade  with  increased  vigour,  and  encouraged 
many  others  under  the  impunity  by  which  they 
would  have  discovered  themselves  shielded.  I  there- 
fore advised  that  Mr.  Bigg's  should  be  sent  to  the 
Rio  Pongas,  to  prevail  on  the  King  of  the  Soosoo 
nation,  and  the  chiefs  around  him,  to  permit  the 
process  of  our  court  to  extend  to  the  white  men  in 
tJieir  dominions, :  which  was  granted,  and  a  suffix 
cient  number  of  competent  witnesses  were  subpoe~ 
naed  and  brought  to  Sierra  Leone.  Hickson  wag 
acquitted  ;  and  after  the  jury  had  given  a  verdict  of 
guilty  against  Samo,  I  endeavoured  to  prove  to 
Governor  Maxwell  that  the  prisoner  could  not  b$ 
legally  convicted  under  the  Act.  He  would  not  be 
convinced,  and  produced  the  Edinburgh  Review , 
to  satisfy  me  I  was  wrong;  however,  I  told  him,,  as 
I  could  not  pass  sentence  on  Samo,  he  had  better' 
induce  the  native  King,  the  Chiefs,  and  the  Slave 
Traders,  in  the  country  where  Samo  had  so  long 
resided,  to  petition  for  his  pardon,  and,  as  an  in- 
ducement to  have  it  granted,  solemnly  promise  that 
they  would  renounce  the  Slave  Trade  for  ever ;  this 
they  did,  and  Samo  was  liberated.  When  the  mi- 
serable predicament  into  which  I  was  thrown  is 
considered,  I  leave  it  to  the  nation  to  determine, 
whether  I  served  the  Abolition  cause,  and  savecl 
Governor  Maxwell  or  not. 
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No  one  was  injured ;  Samo  had  been  confined 
for  a  few  weeks,  but  there  was  an  information  filed 
against  him  for  selling  eighteen  slaves,  and  he  was 
fined  eighteen  hundred  pounds,,  which  was  forgiven ; 
this  was  sufficient  compensation  ;  but  the  pernicious 
consequences  that  must  have  arisen  from  his  libera- 
tion without  trial,  were  incalculable,  he  could  not 
have  been  sent  to  England  without  witnesses  to 
have  convicted  him,  and  such  could  not  have  been 
procured.  As  to  Colonel  Maxwell,  every  thing  that 
friendship  could  dictate,  I  said,  wrote,  and  did,  to 
screen  him  in  this  case,  and  to  prevent  his  ever  ex- 
ercising arbitrary  power  again,  as  my  letters  and 
conduct  fully  prove.  I  assured  him  I  could  not 
legally  pronounce  sentence  on  Samo  ;  also  in  ther 
letter  given  by  the  Directors,  (page  101,  Special1 
Report)  I  advise  him  not  to  exceed  the  powers 
vested  in  him  by  his  commission  and  the  Royal  In- 
structions, and  in  my  letter  given  in  their  Appendix, 
I  mention,  that  on  my  return:  to  England  *,  cc  ther 
ff  difficulties  and  doubts  that  are  now  on  my  mind 
"  will  be  removed :"  yet  the  Directors  publicly 
declare,  that  it  was  under  the  precedent  of  my  con- 

*  The  difficulties  and  doubts  that  were  on  my  mirrd,  I  com- 
municated specifically  to-  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies, or  to  the  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  as  they  happened 
to  be  appropriate  ei  ther  department,  as  regularly  as  to  the 
Governor;  had  I  been  in  error  I  presumed  I  should  have  been, 
corrected,  yet  my  mind  was  not  satisfied.  I  confess  I  did  not 
consult  the  very  high  authority  of  the  Institution,  though  they 
inform  the  nation  they  were  in  the  hubit  of  instructing  the  Se- 
cretary of  State.  K.  T. 
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duct  on  Samo's  seizure,  that  Governor  Maxwell 
proceeded  in  the  cases  of  Brodie,  Cooke,  and  Dun-* 
bar,  after  my  return  to  England* 

The  Report  Continues,  "  but  Mr.  Thorpe  had, 
"  while  in  the  exercise  of  the  same  jurisdiction, 
"  tried  several  Slave  Traders,  convicted  three,  sen* 
"  tenced  one  to  seven  years  transportation,  another 
"  to  three  years  hard  labour  on  the  public  works, 
"  in  cases  to  all  of  which  the  same  objection  ap- 
"  plied.0     This  is  as  Unfounded  as  the  rest  of  the 
assertions  made  against  me  in  the  Special  Report 
The  fadt  is,  two  of  those  persons  who  admitted 
themselves  to  be  British  subjects  were  brought  from 
Bance  Island,  where  they  had  committed  the  crime 
of  Slave  Trading,  which  island  was  held  by  Mr, 
Anderson  by  a  grant  from  the  Crown,  and  at  the 
time  of  the  trial  was  in  our  possession  as  a  depot  for 
the  recruiting  party  from  the  West  India  regiments  ; 
I  maintain  they  were  legally  tried  and  convicted 
under  the  Act,  though  pardoned. 

A  British  subject  also  was  sent  from  Dick's  Cove 
(a  settlement  on  the  Gold  Coast  in  possession  of  the 
Crown)  to  Sierra  Leone,  to  be  tried  for  aiding  and 
abetting  the  Slave  Trade ;  now  I  contend  this  per- 
son was  legally  tried,  and  I  defy  the  Institution  and 
all  their  vindictive  partizans,  to  produce  one  instance 
of  my  having  acted  illegally  in  my  public,  or  immo- 
rally in  my  private  conduct;  the  Nation  (from  the 
Special  Report)  will  be  convinced  they  would  if 
they  could,  lay  charges  and  induce  conviction. 
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As  for  the  assertion  that  Colonel  Maxwell  or  Mr. 
Purdie  followed  my  precedents,  it  is  well  known 
that  from  the  hour  I  left  the  Colony  they  overturned 
and  derided  every  thing  I  had  done  in  the  court,  or 
out  of  the  court,  pointedly  pursued  a  directly  oppo- 
site course,  and  declared  they  did  not  desire  law  to 
be  the  rule  of  their  conduct,  and  never  suffered  it 
to  be  a  restraint. 

The  Directors  conclude — tf  As  to  the  respectful 

"  and  sympathetic  style  in  which  Mr.  T.  speaks  of 

"  these  men,  one  of  whom  he  had  himself  adjudged 

"  to  the  pillory,  and  all  of  whom  he  admits  to  have 

"  been  Slave  Traders,  it  would  be  difficult  to  ex- 

"  plain,  even  on  the  principles  assumed  by  him- 

"  self.     With  his  affected  zeal  for  the  Abolition,  it 

f(  is  still  less  reconcileable."    I  never  spoke  of  these 

men  respectfully — I  punished  one  of  them  when 

the  law  would  reach  him ;  was  I  to  sacrifice  the 

law  to  administer  to  their  popularity  ?  They  have 

proved  my  zeal  for  the  Abolition,  thanks  to  their 

malignity. 

10th. (( The  Trial  and  Condemnation  of  Bostwick 
"  and  Mac  Queen,  mentioned  by  Mr.  T.  in  terms  of 
<f  strong  censure,  stand  on  precisely  the  same 
n  ground  as  those  of  Brodie,  Cooke  and  Dunbar." 
This  is  another  false  statement ;  for  those  men,  under 
the  influence  of  both  hope  and  fear,  and  a  promise  of 
immediate  pardon,  were  induced  to  acknowledge 
they  had  been  concerned  in  the  Slave  Trade,  and 
without  any  grand  jury,  indictment,  witnesses,  coun- 
sel, or  form  of  trial,  they  were  sentenced  to  fourteen 


years  transportation,,  and  have  been  sent  to  Botany 
Bay; — of  this  fact,  there  is  now  abundance  of  proof 
in  England, — the  voice  of  justice  and  humanity  has 
reached  the  throne ;  and  1  have  been  informed,  that 
orders  have  issued  for  reversing-  their  sentence,  by 
which  they  will  ultimately  be  relieved  from  their  il- 
legal sufferings. 

Surely  there  never  was  such  conduct  exhibited 
under  the  pretence  of  administering  English  Law !  I 
nor  such  atrocities  ever  practised  by  any  civilized 
nation. 

llth.     Cf  Mr.  T.  also  severely  censures  the  con- 
(C  duct  of  Governor  Maxwell,  and  Captains  Scobell 
"  and  Maxwell,  for  destroying  the  slave  factories,  in 
"  the  rivers  Mesarado  and  Pong-as,  and  liberating 
e-  the  slaves  found  there/'     I  did  not  mention  the 
names  of  Captains  Scobell  and  Maxwell,  that  was 
reserved  for  their   kind  friends  in  the  Institution. 
The   Special  Report  states,  "the  slave  factories, 
cc  which  were  destroyed,  belonged  exclusively  to 
<c  British  and  American  subjects." — This  is  not  true. 
ec  The  factories  were  planted  on  ground  over  which 
<e  the  native  jurisdiction  did  not  extend/* — This  is 
not  true.     "  They  were  distinct  and  separate  from 
ff  the  towns  and  villages  of  the  natives/'— This  is 
hot  true.     The  fc  attack  and  destruction  of  the  fac- 
<e  tories,  Mr.  T.  calls  an  invasion  of  the  territories 
"  of  our  allies ;" — cf  the  liberation  of  the  captives 
fc  detained  in  the  slave  yard,  or  in  the  chains  of  those 
<c  contemners  of  the  laws  of  their  country,  he  deno- 
"  minates  carrying  away  the  subjects  of  our  allies^ 
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"  and  the  demolition  of  the  slave  houses,  and  slave 
"  holds  of  these  British  and  American  miscreants, 
<c  he  calls  destroying-  the  possessions  of  the  natives/' 
There  never  was  such  a  fallacious  rhapsody  published 
before,  under  the  sanction  of  great  names ;  and  ifa^l 
this  statement  were  true,  it  would  not  invalidate  my 
assertion.     Great  Britain  has  no  possessions  at  Cape 
Mesarado,  nor  in  the  Rio  Pongas,  yet  the  Governor 
of  Sierra  Leone  sent  an  armed  force,  and  destroyed 
the  habitations,  and  carried  away  the  property  of  the 
white  men  indiscriminately,  who   had  for  twenty 
years  resided  in  the  dominion,  end  under  the  pro- 
tection, of  the  African  Kings  and  Chieftains.     All 
slaves,  on  this  occasion,  were  seized  upon,  without 
distinction,  whether  they  belonged  to  white  or  black 
men,  and  many  were  taken,   that  were  not  slaves  ; 
some  persons,  who  in  their  own  country,  resisted 
these  violent  depredations,  were  killed  or  wounded, 
or  obliged  to  fly  from  their  homes.     The  white  men 
were  caught,  carried  in  irons  to  Sierra  Leone,  and 
condemned  by  an  illegal  power  to  transportation, 
while  the  black  natives  thus  seized  were  condemned 
to  our  Sovereign,  and  instantly  turned  into  soldiers 
for   life,    or  placed  as  the  Governor   thought  fit; 
for  these  acts  of  lawless  power,  in  forcing  the  na- 
tives from  their  masters,  parents,  and  happiness,  ap- 
plause  is   demanded  from   the   nation,   and   head 
money  from  the  treasury.     Undoubtedly,  it  was  as 
much  an  invasion  of  the  territories  of  our  allies,  as  if 
we  had  invaded  Russia  or  Holland  in  the  same  way; 
and  much  more  disgraceful  and  cruel,  because  the 
blacks  are  poor,  defenceless,  inoffensive  beings,  look- 
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ing  to  the  English  for  example,  precept  and  protec- 
tion. Bostwick  was  dragged  to  a  prison,  and  without 
trial,  transported  for  fourteen  years  ;  his  houses 
burned,  his  property  destroyed ;  his  respectable 
widowed  mother  disgraced  ;  every  prospect  in  life 
blasted,  and  every  hour  embittered  ;  he  was  asked  to 
accuse  some  merchants  in  Liverpool  for  being  con- 
cerned in  the  slave  trade ;  he  declared  he  knew  of 
none ;  then  he  was  told  to  acknowledge  he  had  been 
in  the  trade  himself,  and  he  would  be  liberated; 
he  did  so,  and  was  thrown  into  irons ;  not  an  ac- 
cusation made,  or  a  witness  produced.  McQueen 
wras  similarly  circumstanced,  and  they  are  now  in 
Botany  Bay.  Brodie  declares,  he  is  ready  to  prove 
that  from  the  moment  he  renounced  the  slave  trade 
on  Samo's  pardon,  he  never  had  the  slightest  concern 
with  that  trade  in  any  shape.  Two  little  negro 
boys,  under  eleven  years  of  age,  without  having  the 
least  knowledge  of  an  oath,  or  knowledge  of  our  lan- 
guage, were  induced  to  say,  under  the  utmost  terror 
and  in  tears,  that  he  was  their  father,  and  then  it  was 
proved  that  a  person  who  had  been  his  servant  sold 
them  ;  this  man's  property  was  completely  destroy- 
ed, and  from  the  severe  treatment  he  experienced,  I 
learn  that  half  of  his  face  has  been  eaten  away  by 
disease  ;  he  has  been  restored,  by  a  reversion  of  his 
sentence,  indigent  and  disfigured,  to  a  reputable  fa- 
mily. Hickson  is  now  labouring  on  the  public 
works  at  Sierra  Leone.  We  are  indignant  that  a 
white  man,  a  British  subject,  in  such  a  climate,  at  all 
seasons,  should  toil  under  a  vertical  sun ;  but  every 
feeling  is  agonized,  when  we  know  he  was  illegally 
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sentenced  to  such  punishment.  Of  Cooke  and  Dun- 
bar,  I  know  little  mdre  than  that  one  is  an  American 
and  the  other  a  Spaniard.  All  this  is  applauded  by 
those  religious,  moral,  benevolerit  gentlemen,  who, 
because  they  cannot  extricate  their  partizans,  would 
entangle  me  in  their  criminality ;  and,  because  I  have 
not  implicit  faith  in  all  they  profess,  nor  revere  them 
as  immaculate,  they  load  me  with  opprobrious 
epithets,  as  profusely,  as  they  lavish  panegyricks  on 
themselves.  This  storm  of  passion  blows  them  into 
a  sea  of  absurdity,  while  they  declare  ff  I  sympa- 
<(  thize  with  slave  traders,"  they  publish  to  the 
world  irrefragable  proof  from  my  letters,  that  I  dedi- 
cated my  whole  mind,  resigned  every  comfort  on 
earth,  and  would  have  hazarded  my  life  in  the  cause 
of  Abolition.  They  preach  their  zeal  to  conciliate  the 
African  Chiefs,  and  at  the  same  time  praise  those 
who  have  irritated,  and  driven  them  to  the  verge  of 
war;  they  proclaim  themselves  the  Protectors  of 
Sierra  Leone;  and,  after  causing  insurrection  by- 
breach  of  promise  to  the  settlers,  they  endanger  the 
extermination  of  its  inhabitants  by  breach  of  faith 
with  the  neighbour  chiefs. 

I  feel  it  incumbent  on  me,  while  treating  on  this 
subject,  to  point  out  a  new  instance  of  this  voraci- 
ousness for  head-money,  and  a  propensity  to  oppres- 
sion, under  the  mask  of  Abolition.  Colonel  Max- 
well, having  heard  there  was  a  ship  in  the  river 
Sherborough,  (not  in  British  territory)  intending  to 
take  on  board  a  cargo  of  two  hundred  slaves,  sent  a 
force  and  brought  her  to  Sierra  Leone,  where  Sur- 
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g-eon  Pui'die  condemned  her  and  two  hundred  slaves 
who  were  never  on  board  the  ship,  nor  brought  to 
Sierra  Leone  !  However,  this  slight  defect  was  to 
be  repaired,  and  Governor  Maxwell  sent  an 
order  to  the  chiefs  "  forthwith  to  send  the  slaves,  or 
'  all  their  habitations  and  property  should  be  de- 
'•  sf roved."  All  they  could  procure  were  sent,  and 
a  promissory  note  given  for  the  remainder.  Shortly 
after  this  mandate,  a  gentleman,  who  had  long  re>- 
sided  at  Sierra  Leone,  stopped  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Sherhorough,  and  found  all  the  people  moving 
from  their  houses.  He  enquired  the  reason,  and  was 
told  they  were  ordered  to  send  slaves  to  Sierra 
Leone  ;  that  as  they  had  none,  their  possessions 
were  to  be  destroyed.  Just  at  that  time,  Colonel 
Maxwell  having  fortunately  sailed  for  England,  the 
gentleman  informed  the  Chief  that  he  would  apply 
to  Colonel  Macarthy  (then  commanding  at  Sierra 
Leone)  for  a  protection,  that  lie  might  relate  the  cir- 
cumstance in  person  ;  he  obtained  a  protection,,  and 
the  son  of  the  Chief  being  sent  to  Sierra  Leone,  as- 
sured the  Lieutenant  Governor  they  had  no  slaves, 
that  he  had  fifty  brothers  and  sisters,  with  whom  they 
could  not  part ;  he  expressed  a  hope,  that  as  his 
countrymen  had  done  the  Colony  no  injury,  their  pro- 
perty and  habitations  should  not  be  destroyed  ;  and 
that  he  would  purchase  slaves  as  fast  he  could,  and 
send  them  by  six  and  seven  at  a  time  to  Sierra 
Leone,  till  the  two  hundred  demanded  as  the  tribute 
for  their  safety  was  made  up.  Lieutenant  Governor 
Maearthy  very  properly  refused  to  receive  the  slaves, 
and  the  Chief  escaped  having  his  town  destroyed  by 
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Governor  Maxwell's  absence,  without  purchasing 
slaves  for  its  redemption.  This  statement  can  be 
proved  by  persons  now  in  London  ;  and  1  leave  it  to 
the  Paragraph  writers,  Magazine  editors,  Pamphle- 
teers and  Reviewers  amongst  and  about  the  little  se- 
lect party  to  defend.  Cf  1  can  nothing-  to  abomina,- 

tf  tion  add;  greater  than  this." 

. 

The  Special  Report  attempts  to  impose  an  idea  on 
the  public,  that  Great  Britain  has  the  same  right  over 
Cape  Mesarado,  and  the  Rio  Pongas,  as  she  possesses 
over  the  British  Forts,  on  the  Gold  Coast ;  there  is 
only  this  small  difference ;  the  forts  on  the  Gold 
Coast  are  held  by  a  chartered  Company,  were  al- 
ways considered  as  British  possessions,  and  are  sup- 
ported by  an  annual  Parliamentary  grant  of  twenty- 
five  thousand  a-year,  whereas  Great  Britain  has  not 
a  fort,  or  a  possession  of  any  sort  at  Mesarado,  or 
the  Rio  Pongas,  nor  does  she  claim  or  pay  for  one 
foot  of  territory  there ;  nor  do  the  Native  Chiefs  allow 
to  Great  Britain  any  authority  over  those  places.  So 
independent  do  they  consider  themselves,  that  in 
1812,  on  some  trifling  complaint,  a  Chieftain  in  the 
Rio  Pongas  seized  the  government  schooner  of 
Sierra  Leone,  dismantled  her,  and  threw  the  master 
and  crew  into  prison.  The  Reporter's  information 
and  veracity  is  equally  conspicuous  on  all  these 
subjects. 

The  Report  endeavours  to  shew  that  I  counte- 
nanced these  depredations,  and  that  this  outrageous 
conduct  may  be  considered  as  derived  from  my  own 
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authority ;  this  is  happily  established  by  extracts  from 
letters,  said  to  be  mine,  to  Governor  Maxwell,  and 
expressions  which  I  am  supposed  to  have  used  at  trials. 
Now,  on  examination,  these  letters  will  be  found  to 
contain  the  most  friendly  advice  to  Governor  Max- 
well, to  guard  hjnj  against  exercising  arbitrary 
power,  and  to  hold  himself  not  justifiable  in  doing 
what  his  commission  or  instructions  did  not  autho- 
rize. It  is  evident,  those  atrocious  acts  could  never 
have  been  committed,  had  my  advice  been  followed; 
but  the  moment  I  left  the  colony,  all  restraint  was  re- 
Uioved,  Governor  Maxwell  cqnceived  the  African 
Institution  would  support  him  through  every  thing, 
and  those  unparalleled  acts  may  be  considered,  as 
committed  under  their  own  sanction.  The  predatory 
expeditions  on  the;  African  coast  were  popular  tales 
in  England ;  the  Institution  declared  their  seal  for 
Abolition,  and  applauded  their  partizans  to  partake 
of  the;  praise;  but  when  truth  came  forth,  and  po- 
pularity retreated,  every  despotic  and  illegal  pro- 
ceeding was  to  be  attributed  to  my  advising  Gover- 
nor Maxwell  to  send  Mr.  Biggs  to  the  Rio  Pong-as, 
to  induce  the  Chiefs  to  permit  the  process  of  our 
Courts  to  attach  to  white  men  in  their  dominions,  that 
evidence  might  be  procured  against  slave  traders.  I 
wished  to  screen  Colonel  Maxwell,  to  restrain  him, 
from  arbitrary  acts,  to  gain  him  merit,  to  conciliate 
the  Chiefs,  and  wean  them  from  the  slave  trade  by 
supplying  their  comforts,  for  their  produce  :  this  is 
termed  <(  sympathysing  with  slave  traders/'  this  is 
authorising  barbarous  invasion  of,  and  merciless  de- 
predations in  our  Allies'  territories,  without  which 
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the  Report  declares,  f(  there  is  an  end  of  all  hope, 
'-*  either  of  extinguishing*  the  slave  trade,  or  of  civi- 
"  lizing  Africa/'  Merciful  and  wise  Devotees  ;  un- 
intentional ignorance  might  palliate,  if  wilful  malig- 
nity did  not  criminate  you,  beyond  redemption. 

I  am  censured  for  publishing  Mr.  Macaulay's  private 
letters,  which  I  did  not  do  ;  they  were  letters  long  be- 
fore the  public,  which  1  made  illustrative  of  the  sub- 
ject on  which  I  wrote.  Surely  this  was  j  ustifiable ;  but 
the  Directors  publish  my  letters,  written  in  the  most 
confidential  privacy,  and  this  will  be  considered 
worthy  of  praise  ;  but  I  submit  to  pass  through  the 
ordeal  produced  for  my  destruction,  and  to  be  judg- 
ed by  those  very  letters — The  enraged  viper  perishes 
by  his  own  venom. 

I  leave  it  to  the  Directors  to  reflect  on  the  acts 
they  have  endeavored  to  justify,  the  persons  they 
are  laboring  to  promote,  and  the  continued  calamity 
their  interference  has  caused.  Delusive  good  in- 
tention cannot  excuse  the  pertinaciouss  protection 
of  depravity.  Those  personages  (who  denominate 
tjiemselves  (f  the  best  benefactors  of  oppressed 
"  Africa/')  cannqt  be  ignorant  of  the  present 
disturbed  state  of  that  Continent  in  and  about 
Sierra  Leone ;  that  thp  faithless  and  perfidious 
disregard  of  territorial  rights,  the  plunder  and 
destruction  of  subjects  and  friends,  has  roused  the 
Chiefs  to  unite  against  Sierra  Leoqe ;  the  inhabitants 
of  which  place  have  been  obliged  to  send  a  re- 
monstrance to  the  British  Government,  conceiving 
the  white  men  and  their  property  most  perilously 


;  a  deputation-  from  the  black  men 
Has.  arrived  in  London,  complaining  of  accumulated 
oppressions,  and  the  harbour  of  Sierra  Leone  is 
crowded  with  slave  ships,  waiting*  for  adjudication, 
but  there  is  neither  law  to  redress  the  settler,  nor  to 
emancipate  the  slave.  Such  is  the  condition  of  this 
renowned  spot,  selected  for  a  display  of  philanthropy 
and  benevolence ;  such  the  effect  produced  by  these 
celebrated  protectors,  professers  and  promisers,  after 
twenty-four  years  of  clamour.  Had  these  worthy 
Directors  only  possessed  the  authority  they  desired, 
*  frr/rf)  the  Gambia  to  Angola,  it  is  evident,  that  ca- 
lamity would  have  been  heaped  on  calamity,  until 
England's  interference,  must  have  become  the  bane 
of  African  happiness ;  for  literally,  Upas  like,  they 
poison  every  thing  salutary  within  their  influence. 

12th.    Answered  already  in  my  reply  to  the  6th. 
13th.    Great  names  prove  nothing. 

14th.  "  Mr.  T.  insinuates  that  the  Board  wished 
"  to  conceal  the  affair  of  the  167  Negroes  being  sold 
{f  at  Sierra  Leone."  I  never  insinuated  any  such, 
thing,  because  I  knew  they  could  not  conceal  that 
public  sale,  however  anxiously  they  might  have., 
wished  it  buried  in  oblivion,  for  Governor  Thomp- 
son made  it  sufficiently  notorious  ;  shortly  after  his 
arrival  in  the  Colony,  he  published  the  whole  trans- 
action, and  detailed  every  circumstance  to  the? 
Secretary  of  State.  If  the  select  party  would 

*  Sec  Mr*  Macaula/s  disinterested  letter,  pflgc  38, 
page  73. 
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Employ  their  influence  usefully,  they  might  procure 
for  those  truly  concerned  fdr  Africa,  Captain 
Thompson's  correspondence  (while  Governor  of 
Sierra  Leone)  with  Lord  Castlereagli,  then  Secretary 
of  State.  Let  them  print  these  six  long-  interesting' 
letters,  not  six  irrelevant  lines ;  they  will  then  do 
Captain  Thompson  justice  and  Africa  benefit.  The 
interference  of  the  Institution  on  the  gale  of  the 
167  Slaves  at  Sierra  Leone,  does  not  appear  to 
have  arisen  from  a  desire  to  redress  the  injury  to  the 
cause,  but  to  secure  the  profit  to  their  Friend. 

15th.     I  leave  this  fov  @apt.  Thompson's  reply, 

16th.  There  never  Was  a  greater  combination  of 
falsehood  and  wickedness  th^n  i»  contained  in  this 
whole  paragraph :  it  quotes  a  passage  from  my 
Letter,  page  16,  (f  Truth  and  honor,  says  Mr. 
Thorpe,  were  Mr.  Thompson's  qualifications/5  and 
then  the  Special  Report  says,  I  stigmatize  Colonel 
Maxwell  as  a  man  "  destitute  of  truth  and  honor" — 
*md  mark  it  as  a  passage  from  my  public  Letter, 
though  I  never  wrote  or  published  any  such 
sentence. 

Attempting  to  make  my  conduct  appear  incon- 
sistent, the  Directors  published  a  Letter  of  mine 
to  Colonel  Maxwell,  dated  March,  1813,  and  six 
extracts  from  former  Letters  to  the  same  person, 
all  of  which  are  complimentary  and  friendly ;  then 
they  continue,  "  Governor  Maxwell  on  his  return 
"  to  England  in  September  last,  deemed  it  his 
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"  duty  to  prefer  grave  and  serious  charges  against 
"  Mr.  Thorpe,  before  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
"  the  Colonial  Department ;"  "  for  the  sake  of 
"  peace,,  and  as  he  conceived  for  the  very  existence 
"  of  the  Colony ,  he  was  compelled  to  prefer  those 
<f  complaints  against  Mr.  Thorpe,,  which  have 
"  issued  in  his  dismissal."  To  exhibit  the  vicious- 
ness  of  this  statement,,  I  must  produce  such  docu- 
ments as  will  prove  it  one  of  the  most  detestable 
fabrications  ever  published.  I  never  heard  of  those 
grave  .and  serious  charges,  or  of  any  charge  being 
preferred  against  me  by  Governor  Maxwell,  or 
any  other  person,  and  the  ostensible  cause  assigned 
for  my  dismissal  rested  on  the  very  reverse  of  any 
charge  being  preferred  against  me,  as  will  appear 
from  Mr.  Goulburn's  Letter. 

I  lived  in  habits  of  intimacy  ami  friendship  with 
Colonel  Maxwell ;  for  nearly  two  years  he  was  my 
sole  companion,  his  manners  were  engaging,  and 
his  attention  so  un remitted,  that  every  wish  was 
anticipated.  Was  I  not  bound  by  politeness  to  pay 
him  every  flattering  attention  ?  The  most  friendly 
intercourse  induced  me  to  give  him  the  best  advice: 
to  support  his  administration  was  my  duty,  to  give 
it  praise,  my  wish ;  to  suffer  every  thing  meritorious 
to  be  attributed  to  him,  to  mark  out  salutary  con- 
duct, and  stimulate  him  to  pursue  it,  my  letters  prove 
these  to  have  been  my  only  objects.  The  impropriety 
of  his  conduct  never  came  before  me  officially  ;  and 
no  person  could  presume  to  relate  any  thing  to 
me  while  in  the  Colony,  injurious  to  him.  Major 
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Winkfield  once  attempted  to  speak  reproachfully 
of  him,  and  to  shew  me  the  charges  lie  \vas  to 
exhibit  against  Governor  Maxwell,  on  his  arrival  in 
England,  I  suppressed  all  conversation  on  the  subject 
in  the  commencement;  but  the  moment  I  left  the 
Colony  aj.i  restraint  vanished,  every  passion  was  un- 
bridled, and  the  most  oppressive,  injurious  and  dis- 
graceful proceedings  took  place. 

The  people  expecting  my  return  hoped  for  re- 
dress, and  held  in  a  state  of  terror,  did  not  openly 
litter  their  complaints  until  they  were  assured  that 
such  interest  would  be  exerted  in  England,  as  must 
prevent  my  return  ;  therefore  on  Colonel  Maxwell's 
leaving  the  Colony,  the  Inhabitants  forwarded  to 
me  such  charges  against  the  Governor,  as  they 
expected  would  have  prevented  his  return ;  they 
also  promised  to  supply  additional  charges  of  as 
much  enormity  as  those  transmitted,  and  they  have 
done  sp. 

I  considered  the  charges,  the  proofs,  and  the 
declaration  that  I  was  not  to  return ;  I  consulted 
such  persons  as  could  give  me  information,  and 
clearly  saw  there  was  a  firm  combination  of  power 
to  prevent  me  from  resuming  my  situation,  lest  I 
should  be  enabled  more  fully  to  expose  and  convict 
the  perpetrators  of  these  oppressions.  I  therefore 
sent  the  charges  against  Governor  Maxwell  to  Lord 
Bathurst,  almost  in  the  words  I  had  received  them, 
with  a  request  that  he  would  transmit  them  to  the 
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Privy  Council ;  and  in  ten  days  afterwards,  sent  my 
Letter  to  Mr.  Wilberforce,  to  be  published,  in 
which  I  mentioned  that  "  the  calamitous  accounts 
*'  I  had  recently  received  from  Sierra  Leone., 
<c  imperiously  demanded  from  me  some  effort  at 
*{  that  moment/' 

Having  thus  discharged  my  duty,  I  should  have 
silently  suffered  the  whole  matter  to  remain  with 
the  Secretary  of  State,  had  not  the  little  Select 
Party  by  exerting  their  influence  to  oppress,  and 
their  malice  to  traduce,  forced  the  subject  before 
that  Public,,  whose  august  tribunal  can  elevate  the 
highest  or  degrade  the  greatest,,  and  we  now  stand 
for  judgment. 

About  the  end  of  March,  when  my  Memorial  to 
the  King  in  Council  had  lain  two  months  un- 
answered by  Lord  Bathurst,  I  received  a  Letter 
from  Mr.  Goulburn,  the  under  Secretary  of  State, 
by  his  Lordship's  directions,  containing  the  follow- 
ing passage "  With  regard  to  the  Memorial 

"  bringing  forward  various  charges  against  the 
"  Governor  (Maxwell)  and  some  subordinate  Offi- 
fc  cers  of  the  Colony,  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  that 
te  Lord  Bathurst  views  it  with  considerable -sur- 
"  prize,  whether  the  charges  contained  in 'it  be 
fe  true,  or  false,  it  evinces  on  your  part  a  most 
<(  culpable  dereliction  of  your  public  duty,  render- 
"  ing  you  in  every  respect  unfit  for  the  station 
<c  you  have  held.  If  it  be  true,  as  you  now  slate. 
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•*'  that  Governor  Maxwell  has  defrauded  the  Trea* 
"  sury  of  this  Country,  has  oppressed  the  Inhabi- 
"  tants  of  Sierra  Leone,  by  illegal  exactions,  and 
*f  other  arbitrary  measures,  and  in  some  instances 
"  committed  crimes  of  a  most  heinous  complexion, 
"  it  was  clearly  your  duty,  as  the  first  Magistrate 
"  of  the  Colony,  to  have  represented  these  circum- 
"  stances  to  Government,  and  to  have  given  them 
"  the  opportunity  of  redressing  the  grievances  and 
ff  punishing  the  offenders  ;  so  far  from  doing  this, 
<s  you  have  never  hinted  at  any  impropriety  in 
<c  Governor  Maxwell's  conduct  or  administration, 
<f  and  since  your  return,  you  have  repeatedly  both 
"  in  personal  interviews,  and  by  letter,  expressed 
t(  the  highest  opinion  of  Governor  Maxwell's 
<f  general  character,  and  above  all  of  c  his  judg- 
"  ment  and  integrity/  I  need  only  refer  to  your 
4f  own  letters  as  transmitted  with  your  Memorials 
"  for  evidence  of  these  assertions.  If  on  the  other 
"  hand  the  charges  upon  enquiry  should  prove  to 
^  be  unfounded,  your  conduct,  in  that  case,  is 
<e  indefensible.  Under  these  circumstances  there- 
"  fore,  Lord  Bathurst  has  thought  it  his  duty  to 
*•"  submit  to  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
'"  the  necessity  of  removing  you  from  the  situation 
*'  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone/' 

(Signed)  HENRY  GOULBURN. 

Dated  March  1815,  without  any  day  of  the 
month. — This  Letter,  I  answered  nearly  in  the 
following  words  i 
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rt  For  the  information  of  Lord  Bathurst,  I  beg; 
"  leave  concisely  and  respectfully  to  reply,  that  no- 
"  thing  in  the  slightest  degree  connected  with  those 
"  charges  ever  came  before  me  publicly  or  officially, 
fc  nor  was  it  possible  for  me  to  be  acquainted  with 
(C  those  circumstances  when  in  the  Colony,  as  they 
"  have  nearly  all  occurred  since  my  departure  from 
(C  thence  ;  of  the  few  minor  circumstances,  that  did 
"  occur  during  my  residence,  the  vicious  part  was 
"  carefully  concealed  from  me,  therefore  I  could  not 
"  have  represented  to  Government  matter  of  which 
"  I  had  neither  knowledge  nor  proof;  it  is  very 
<e  lately  that  the  subject  matter  of  the  charges  was 
"  detailed  to  me,  and  until  then  I  had  no  communi- 
<f  cation  with  those  enabled  to  establish  the  truth  of 
tf  these  statements.  Complaints  were  not  sent  to 
fe  me  until  the  Settlers  were  assured  I  never  would 
<f  be  suffered  to  return  to  the  Colony.  The  little 
"  I  did  know,  I  privately  labored  to  have  re- 
"  dressed ;  and  as  to  any  thing  I  have  either  said 
'•'  or  written,  about  Colonel  Maxwell,  I  am  ready 
fe  to  shew  it  was  perfectly  compatible  with  the 
"  exhibition  of  those  charges  made  on  the  23d  of 
"  January  last ;  therefore  I  am  satisfied  Lord 
"  Bathurst  would  not  submit  any  proposition  to 
tf  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent,  for  my 
"  removal,  at  least  until  on  enquiry  the  charges 
"  are  proved  unfounded ;  but  should  his  Lordship, 
"  by  any  possibility  be  induced  to  make  any  re- 
"  presentation  for  my  removal,  his  high  sense  of 
"  honor  and  justice  will  induce  him  to  give  me 
(c  such  notice  as  will  enable  me  to  defend  my 
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cc  conduct  and  diameter  before  the  King  in  Coun- 
tf  cil.  Then  it  will  be  known  how  far  1  have 
"  been  guilty  of  a  '  culpable  dereliction  of  my 
"  public  duty/  or  my  conduct  been  indefensible. 
*f  His  Lordship  would  not  wish  to  have  any  person 
(<  condemned  untried  ;  he  would  not  on  imaginary 
fe  crime,  inflict  punishment,  nor  would  he  desire 
cc  to  have  a  person  who  had  relinquished  the 
fe  practice  of  his  profession,  for  the  service  of 
"  Government,  and  faithfully  discharged  the  duties 
"  of  a  Judge  for  thirteen  years,  removed,  without 
cc  enquiry  or  remuneration." 

(Signed)  ROBERT  THORPE. 

Dated  March  27th,  1815. 

On  the  7th  of  April,  I  had  the  honour  of  re- 
ceiving a  Letter  from  Lord  Bathurst,  informing 
me  that  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent 
had  revoked  my  appointment,  and  nominated  Mr. 
Hogan  to  succeed  me. 

There  is  here  no  manifestation  of  charges  being 
exhibited  against  me,  and  a  direct  refutation  is  given 
to  the  assertion,  ""  that  I  was  dismissed  on  account 
"  of  those  complaints  which  Governor  Maxwell 
*•'  was  obliged  to  prefer  against  me  for  the  sake 
"  of  peace,  and  for  the  very  existence  of  the  Colony." 

The  Public  must  read  with  astonishment  this 
Special  Report,  which  for  misrepresentation,  malig- 
nity, persecution,  and  fabrication  is  unexampled. 
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ft  is  apparent  no  impartial  investigation  had 
taken  place,  but  that  I  was  dismissed  for  not 
doing  that  which  by  no  physical  possibility  I  could 
have  done ;  therefore  it  is  also  clear  that  Lord 
Bathurst  (whose  mind  was  continually  occupied 
with  a  multitude  of  more  important  concerns)  was 
deceived  with  regard  to  me  and  my  conduct,  by  a 
continued  series  of  misrepresentations. 

I  must  call  the  reader's  attention  to  page  6  of 
my  Letter  to  Mr.  Wilberforce,  where  I  write — 
"  Did  the  Directors  of  the  Sierra  Leone  Company 
*c  imagine,  by  blazoning  the  virtues  of  those  who 
*c  seemed  anxious  to  exterminate  the  Slave  Trade, 
fe  they  would  prevent  their  transactions  from  being 
fe  divulged,  or  if  revealed,  they  could  induce  this 
<c  nation  to  discredit  any  authority  that  might  dare 
"  to  give  them  utterance  ?"  and  beg  of  him  to  re- 
flect how  forcibly  the  Report  has  shewn  that  they 
hold  themselves  too  high  to  be  reached,  and  with 
the  voice  of  defamation  can  blast  and  wither  all  be- 
neath, that  dare  to  reveal  their  conduct ;  but  most 
providentially,  ff  my  enemy  has  written  a  book/* 
and  we  are  now  fully  before  a  tribunal,  where 
truth  must  prevail. 

17th.  "  Mr.  Thorpe  charges  the  Institution 
"  with  fallaciously  representing  that  the  Slave 
<c  Trade  was  diminishing/'  and  by  garbled  ex- 
tracts  from  my  letters  to  Colonel  Maxwell,  the  .Spe* 
cial  Report  tries  to  prove  me  inconsistent.  In 
these  extracts,  J  state  that  I  had  crippled  the 
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Slave  Trade,  and  that  there  was  an  interval  in 
\vhich  it  did  not  appear  so  brisk.  This  is  all  true ; 
but  it  did  not  diminish  the  Slave  Trade,  for  after 
the  Portuguese  knew  my  decisions,  they  confined 
themselves  more  to  Adjuda,  Princes,  Cabenda,  St. 
Paul's  de  Loandes,  Nova  Rodunda,  and  St.  Philip 
Benguila,  as  places  from  whence  they  conceived 
themselves  justified  in  taking  Slaves  by  the  Treaty 
oflSlO.  Thus  they  safely  exported  double  their 
former  numbers,  and  although  their  trade  was  crip- 
pled north,  it  increased  south  of  the  Equator.  The 
Spaniards  also  changed  their  system ;  they  gave 
up  large  ships,  and  procured  schooners,  with  Ame- 
rican navigators,  which  went  in  and  out  of  the  ri- 
vers so  expeditiously,  that  they  were  seldom  cap- 
tured, and  the  business  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court 
was  consequently  much  diminished. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  arrest  the  Reader's 
attention,  to  the  conduct  of  the  composers  of  this 
Report/in  so  repeatedly  giving  extracts  from  my 
private  letters  to  Colonel  Maxwell,  or  to  point  out 
the  ignominy  that  must  attach  to  the  person  who 
retained  and.  furnished  them.  Contemplate  this 
man,  while  I  considered  myself  imbosomed  in  the 
most  friendly  security,  collecting  my  confidential 
communications,  bundling  them  to  Birchin  Lane, 
and  hovering  about  me,  like  a  bird  of  prey,  to 
catch  the  moment  for  my  destruction  ;  most 
happily,  they  frustrate  the  malignant  design  for 
which  they  were  supplied.  They  manifest  with 
what  indefatigable  zeal  I  laboured  in  the  cause  of 
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Abolition ;  that  though  in  an  infirm  state  of  health, 
I  was  determined  to  return  to  the  Coast,  at 
the  hazard  of  my  life,  to  sacrifice  every  comfort, 
and  even  the  prosperity  of  my  family,  to  promote  the 
cause.  I  never  promulgated  the  purport  of  those 
letters ;  I  never  claimed  any  merit,  but  ascribed  to 
Colonel  Maxwell  every  benefit  that  arose.  Yet 
now  that  my  exertions  must  be  apparent  to  those 
professors  of  attachment  to  Africa,  they  combine 
to  oppress  and  traduce  me,  and  induce  my 
dismissal  from  that  station,  in  which  they  prove 
I  had  done  much  for  the  Abolition,  and  could' 
still  have  done  more.  If  sincere  in  the  cause,  they 
might  hate  the  man,  yet  love  his  zeal,  and  stimulate 
his  ardour ;  but  every  breath  must  be  suppressed, 
feat  does  aot  fan  their  popularity. 

I8th.     It  is  really  irritating  to  unfold  the  de- 
ception of  this  plausible  Report,  on  the  subject  of 
the  treatment  of  the  captured  negroes.     The  Di- 
rectors begin  by  referring  to  the  fabricated  state- 
ment from  Mr.  Macaulay's  relative,  as  given  in  the 
Report  of  the  28th  of  February,  1810,  which  I 
exposed  in  my  answer  to  that  Report.    The  Special 
Report  insists  on  the  difficulty  of  making  arrange- 
ments for  the  disposal  of  the  captured  negroes,  eight 
years  after  the  regulations  should  have  been  set- 
tled.   Governor  Thompson  found  no  difficulty,  for 
.at  the  commencement  he  placed  them  on  farms,, 
gave  them  implements  for  cultivation,  some  cloth- 
ing, and  agreed  to  supply  them  with  rice  for  a 
year ;  but  after  that  period  they  were  to  subsist  by 


their  own  exertions.  Thus  matured  from  infancy 
and  stimulated  to  industry,  they  fulfilled  their 
engagement,  and  became  useful  settlers  ;  but  from 
the  moment  Governor  Thompson  was  removed,  and 
the  partizans  of  the  manager  restored,  emolument 
succeeded  protection,  and  enlistment,  liberation. 

An  extract  is  next  given  from  a  letter,  without 
name  or  date,  and  the  public  are  told  it  was  written 
without  any  view  to  the  present  enquiry.    This  ex- 
tract points   out   the   settlements  of  the  captured 
negroes,  falsely  stating  that  the  plan  was  begun  at 
Cabenda,  whereas  Governor  Thompson  commenced 
it  with  the  Bambana  people,  when  he  placed  them 
in  Leicester  mountain.     The  Cabenda  people  fled 
from  Freetown,  and  settled  in  the  mountains  ;  one 
very  excellent  settlement  has  been  made  at  the  Hog- 
brook,  since  I  stated  the  situation  of  the  captured 
negroes,  on  my  arrival in  England  from  Sierra  Leone. 
It  is  also  stated  in  this  anonymous  letter,  that  the 
"  captured  negroes  get  two  complete  suits  of  Eng- 
fc  lish  clothes  on  their  landing/'      This  is  true. 
Since  Governor  Maxwell  turned  trader,    he  has 
supplied  them  from  his  own  store,  and  charged  as 
high  a  price  to  Government  as  any  merchant  on  the 
coast  would  have  done.     Does  this  benefit  appear 
to  have  been  conferred  for  the  comfort  of  the  negro, 
or  for  the  profit  of  the  trade  ?  as  I  learn  there  was 
seventy-five  per  cent*  charged  on  the  article,  without 
duty ;  though  affirmed  it  was  to  prevent  extortion, 
the  Governor  sold  slops.  Then  it  is  said  I  should  have 
made  minutes  in  the  Council,  and  protested  against 
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the  evil.  I  am  ready  to  produce  undoubted  testi- 
mony that  I  did  every  thing  my  station  would 
allow ;  that  when  I  arrived  in  the  Colony,  I  found 
the  treatment  of  the  captured  negroes  was  as  bad 
as  it  could  have  been  in  the  West  Indies ;  that  I 
protected  them  from  every  oppression  in  my  power* . 
I  caused  several  persons  to  be  prosecuted  for  un- 
mercifully chastising  them  ;  I  caused  the  appren- 
tices to  be  in  sotiie  measure  clothed,  and  complained, 
of  their  ill  treatment  in  the  hospital.  The  captured 
negroes  could  not  be  instructed,  for  they  were  en- 
listed or  apprenticed ;  nor  could  they  be  settled  on 
farms,  when  the  men  and  boys  were  thus  disposed 
of.  I  never  complained  of  proper  and  voluntary 
enlistments,  but  assisted  them  officially  ;  had 
the  captured  negroes  been  judiciously  treated, 
a  sufficient  supply  would  have  been  found 
among  them  well  inclined  to  serve  ;  and, 
many,  to  save  punishment  directed  by  the  law, 
might  have  received  pardon  on  becoming  soldiers. 
.By  conciliating  the  native  Chiefs,  and  establishing 
depots  on  the  coast,  (as  I  recommended  in  my  letters 
published  by  the  Directors,)  many  advantages  might 
have  been  effected ;  but  I  could  not  sanction  the 
seizure  of  the  poor  ignorant  captured  negro  the 
moment  he  landed  a  freeman,  nor>  their  driving  a 
terrified  Being  to  the  fort,  who  knew  not  what  was 
said  to  him,  nor  what  was  to  become  of  him,  and 
without  his  feelings,  knowledge  or  consent  being 
in  the  least  consulted,  making  him  a  soldier  for  life  ! ! 
I  could  not  counteract  what  an  act  of  parliament 
seemed  to  authorise,  nor  even  effect  a  melioration. 
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When  the  African  Corps  was  formed,  for 
the  purpose  of  inflicting  punishment  and  restrain- 
ing execution,,  it  consisted  of  four  or  five  compa- 
nies, commanded  by  a  lieutenant  colonel,  and  had 
one  major ;  but  it  was  a  great  object  with  the  princi- 
pal officers  to  increase  the  corps  to  eleven  com- 
panies, by  making  the  captured  negroes  soldiers ; 
for  it  then  became  entitled  to  a  colonel,  two 
Keutenant  colonels,  and  two  majors,  and  is  now 
one  of  the  most  lucrative  regiments  in  the  service. 
Here  was  rank,  patronage  and  profit  acquired  at 
the  expence  of  freedom,  justice  and  humanity ! 
What  could  I  do  to  counteract  this  pernicious  sys- 
tem ?  How  could  I  oppose  any  arbitrary  measures 
in  a  Council  which  was  composed  of  the  Governor, 
his  Brigade  Major,  his  Secretary,  and  myself?  It 
was  only  on  points  of  law  that  I  could  interfere, 
and  even  on  such  occasions,  I  was  opposed,  justice 
frustrated,  and  my  protest  not  suffered  by  the  Go- 
vernor to  be  entered  on  the  minutes.  This  I  was 
informed  of  in  October,  1814,  and  having  an  op- 
portunity of  reading  the  charge,  some  time  after  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  then  in  London,  he  did 
not  deny  the  fact,  but  said  he  was  obliged  to  sub- 
mit to  power,  and  has  been  prqmoted,  since,  for 
his  subserviency. 

The  Special  Report  then  triumphantly  states : 
t(  The  Directors,  however,  believe  that  those  state- 
r(  ments  are  unfounded ;  they  have  prosecuted 
'•  their  enquiries  into  the  subject  with  much  soli- 
<f  pitude,  and  the  only  particular  instance  they 
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{e  have  been  able  to  discover  since  the  period  of 
"  Mr.  Thorpe's  arrival  7h  the  Colony,  is  one  of 
fl  which  the  learned  Judge  himself  appears  to  have 
{(  been  guilty.     On  the  29th,  he  addressed  the  fol- 
ee  lowing  note  to   G.   Cristy,  Esq.    of  the  Royal 
fc  African  Corps,  commanding  at  Fort  Thornton  : — 
ee  Dear  Sir,  I  beg  you  will  put  the  three  boys,  named 
"  Jack,  Sabby  and  Toby,  that  I  send  up,to  a  great 
"  deal  of  work  and  very  little  food,  for  three  months* 
"  for  stealing,  or  being  accessary  to  the  thefts  of  two 
"  goats,  big  in  kid." — I  remember  having  sent  two 
goats  to  the  care  of  three  boys,  apprentices  to  Mr. 
Craig,  which  were  stolen  by  them,  or  with  their 
connivance,  from  them ;  and  would  these  merciful 
and  judicious  Directors  have  considered  it   more 
correct,  had  I  caused  those  boys  to  have  been  com- 
mitted to  gaol,  where  they  would  have  been  im-^ 
inured  for  months,  tried  by  persons  without  any 
knowledge  of  criminal  law,  made  liable  to  severe 
punishment,  and  have  entailed  heavy  expence  on 
the    Colony.     It  was    necessary  to    deter    them 
from    continuing    this     conduct,    and  it  is    pro- 
bable I  wrote  such  a  note  (as  the  Directors  have 
liberally    published,)    with     the     boys    sent    to 
Lieutenant    Cristy.     It  is  now  to  be   considered^ 
that  the    only  place  of  confinement    or   punish- 
ment we  had  in  the  Colony,  was  a  small  house, 
containing  four  rooms,    therefore,   while  the  fort 
was  repairing,  we  made  it  a  kind  of  penitentiary 
place  for   sending  pilfering  boys  and  abandoned 
girls  to  work,  by  carrying  earth  in  a  box  to  the 
ramparts ;  and  as  they  considered  that  disgraceful, 
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I  do  not  imagine  those  wise  and  benevolent  Direc- 
tors could  have  devised  a  better  and  less  expensive 
mode  of  preventing  a  repetition  of  thefts  or  persist- 
ance  in  wanton  profligacy.  The  boys  remained  in 
the  fort  a  few  days,  with  less  work  and  less  food, 
perhaps,  than  they  would  have  had  at  home,  and 
were  liberated  on  application  of  their  master. 

Having  ever  maintained  the  <f  Justurfl  et 
4t  tenacem  propositi  virum,"  the  Directors  may 
bring  forth  every  line  I  have  written,  and  every 
commitment  I  have  made ;  but  they  expect  to 
slip  through  a  heavy  charge,  by  producing  a  note 
of  mine,  written  in  intimacy  to  an  officer,  who 
could  not  be  treated  as  a  gaoler,  purloined  from  his 
bureau,  ai*d  published  above  three  years  after  his 
death,  to  distort  lenity,  into  oppression. 

Concerning  the  eolistment  of  captured  negroes, 
the  Directors  refer  to  a  letter  of  mine,  which  they 
publish  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Report.  This  does 
not  shew  any  repugnance  in  me  to  the  enlistment 
of  blacks  correctly ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  proposes  a 
plan,  by  which  we  could  obtain  a  superabundance 
of  black  soldiers  voluntarily.  The  system  they 
support  were  seizing  the  skives  of  our  allies',  who  had 
many  prospects  of  redemption,  (if  they  had  not 
been  captured,)  and  making  them  serve  us  invo- 
luntarily for  life,  without  a  hope  of  liberation,  ex- 
cept by  death.  The  system  I  proposed  would  have 
produced  voluntary  enlistment,,  and  insured  na- 
tional advantage,  without  perfidy  and  disgrace. 
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The  Report  proceeds.  "  The  Directors  will 
e-  advert  to  one  of  Mr.  Thorpe's  charges,,  which  is 
ff  made  particularly  prominent/1  "  The  women 
ff  and  girls  were  selected  for  the  basest  purposes ;" 
and  from  a  note  of  mine  they  add,,  "  the  conduct  of 
fc  those  high,  in  office.,  with  respect  to  the  captured 
Cf  negro  girls,  is  now  under  consideration,  al- 
<(  luding,  as  the  Directors  presume,  to  some  coun- 
<c  ter  charges  which  Mr.  T.  thought  proper  to  pre- 
"  fer  Against  Governor  Maxwell.  The  Directors 
<f  have  taken  pains  to  investigate  this  very  serious 
te  imputation,  but  they  have  Hitherto  met  with  no 
ff  evidence,  either  oral  or  documentary,  to  support 
"  it."  Let  £ny  person  interested  in  the  cause,  only 
reflect  on,  the  statement  I  have  made  concerning 
our  treatment  of  the  captured  negroes,  as  contained 
in  pages  23,  24  and  25  of  my  Letter  to  Mr.  WU-? 
berforce;  the  injustice,  inhumanity  and  national 
disgrace  it  exposes :  yet  those  gentlemen,  of  unpa- 
ralleled excellence,  conceive  it  sufficient  to  assure 
the  public,  cc  they  have  investigated  this  serious  im- 
"  putation,  and  find  neither  oral  nor  documentary 
"  evidence  to  support  it."  Very  probable,  be- 
cause they  never  sought  for  §  credible  witness,  nor 
q.  satisfactory  document  to  examine ;  if  they  could 
have  procured  a  scintillation  of  proof  to  have 
refuted  my  statement,  would  it  not  haye  been  held 
forth  most  conspicuously  ?.  This  alon$  demonstrates 
that  there  is  nothing  too  base  for  palliation,  no- 
tiling  too  disgraceful  for  defence,  every  thing 
estimable  may  be  sacrificed,  if  they  are  sup- 
and  their  system  preserved ;  but  with 


89 

tinued  profession  they  declare,,  "they  are  anxious 
"  every  abuse  should  be  guarded  against,  and  every 
"  charge  of  misconduct  vigorously  investigated, 
"  and,  if  well  founded,  severely  punished,"  though 
they  never  would  institute  any  enquiry  that  could 
induce  truth.  However,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  in- 
form those  anxious  Directors,  that  the  charges  pre- 
ferred by  me,  with  large  additions,  are  in  a  train 
for  public  investigation.  This  may  serve  as  a  timely 
notice  to  prepare  all  such  charges  as  they  have  an- 
ticipated, and  all  such  as  they  can  fabricate  against 
me.  I  will  joyfully  hail  their  appearance,  for  I 
shall  ultimately  find  justice.,  unless  she  is  entombed 
in  England. 

19th.  In  my  representation  of  the  state  of  morals 
at  Sierra  Leone,  the  Directors  admit  "  there  is 
"  much  truth."  Thus  these  moral  and  religious 
men,  with  their  wondrous  promises,  after  possess- 
ing a  few  acres  in  Africa  for  twenty-three  years, 
cannot  deny  that  they  have  rendered  it  more  de- 
praved than  any  other  spot  on  that  continent; 
*f  but  they  cannot  help  entertaining  some  doubts 
"  whether  the  example  of  even  Mr.  Thorpe  him- 
"  self  was  particularly  calculated  to  diminish  the 
f(  evil."  How  detestable  these  vicious  insinuations 
must  make  them  appear  to  every  amiable  and  li- 
beral mind  !  I  have  said  enough  before  to  disgrace 
them  for  this  insinuation,  as  vicious,  as  false,  and 
I  will  not  speak  of  myself,  unless  compelled.  It  is 
disgusting  to  find  those  people  assert  with  reiterat- 
ed assertion,  and  expose  their  assertion  ever  sa 
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clearly,  they  assert  the  same  again  and  again  with 
unexampled  effrontery ;  proof  they  deprecate,  and 
investigation  they  resist ;  but  if  they  ever  have  the 
hardihood  to  come  forward  with  any  thing  tangible, 
(for  I  cannot  intrude  more  of  myself  into  this  re- 
ply) I  will  produce  such  proof  of  my  exertions  to 
restore,  those  moral  principles,,  which  the  depravity 
of  their  system  had  expelled,  as  will  load  them  with 
reproach.  After  merging  into  Methodism  the 
whole  community,  and  demoralizing  the  settlers  by 
the  impiety  of  their  tenets,  these  Puritans  vilify  every 
person  who  will  not  become  a  party  bigot,  a  popu- 
larity zealot,  and  a  sectarian  fanatic. 

20th.      The  backward  state   of  cultivation  the 
Directors  attribute  to  the  Militia  law,  because  it 
drove  the  Maroons  from  the  Colony,  and  next  make 
me  the  cause  of  its  being  passed.     Let  it  be  remem- 
bered, the  Act  to  which  they  allude  was  enacted  in 
1812,  twenty  years  after  the  Colony  came  under 
the  management  of  these  efficient  Directors,  first  in 
the  Company's  time,  and  afterwards  under  the  In- 
stitution ;  therefore  their  inattention  to  cultivation 
for  twenty  years,   is  confessed.     Now  I  shall  ex- 
amine their  truth  and  liberality  in  declaring  the 
Militia  Act  to  be  an  offspring  of  mine.     Governor 
Maxwell  informed  me  he  wished  a. Militia  law  to  be 
drawn,    and  sent  Mr.   Hamilton,    the.  acting  At- 
torney General,  for  instructions.     I  gave  him  the 
Local  Militia  Act  of  England,  and  desired  him  to 
make  that  his  precedent ;  he  did  so,  and  carried  it 
to  the  Governor,  who  struck  from  the  manuscript 
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the  meliorating  clauses,  and  gave  instructions  in 
writing,  "  that  all  persons  from  thirteen  to  sixty 
<(  should  be  enrolled,  and  that  all  persons  not  en- 
"  rolled  should  be  considered  out  of  the  protection 
t(  of  the  law;"  which  he  added  was  the  French 
mode,,  and  better  than  ours.   Mr.  Hamilton  brought 
to  me  the  original  manuscript,  the  Governor's  in- 
structions, and  Bill  drawn  as  directed.    I  collected 
three  or  four  of  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  Co- 
lony, and  asked  their  opinion  of  the  Bill  as  altered 
by  the  Governor ;  they  agreed  with  me,  and  said 
it    would    be  very    objectionable  in    that    form. 
I    expostulated    with     the    Governor ;     he     an- 
swered,    <f  it  was  a  military    law,    and    on   that 
"  subject   he    was   the  best  judge ;"    and  it  was 
passed  in  the  form  he  had  prescribed.     When  it 
became  a  law,  I  (Jid  not  consider  it  correct  to  yield 
instantly  to  a  clamour,  and  when  the  Maroons  re- 
sisted it,  J  went  publicly  and  spoke  to  them;  I 
then   conversed  with   some  of  them  at  my  own 
house,  and  was  the  means   of  inducing  at  least 
twelve  of  the  principal  families  to  remain,  and  suffer 
themselves  to  be  enrolled.     I  would  by  degrees 
have  reconciled  them  all,  but  Governor  Maxwell 
published  a  most    violent    Proclamation*  in   the 

*"  George  the  Third,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain 
"  and  Ireland,  King,  &c.  &c. 

"  A  PROCLAMATION. 

"  Whereas,  we  have  hitherto  forborne  carrying  into  effect 
"  the  penalty  consequent  to  refusal  of  the  oath  prescribed 
M  by  an  Act  of  our  Governor  and  Council  of  this  our  Co* 


King's  name,  without  my  advice,  consent,  or  even 
knowledge^    \vhich   drove  the   Maroons  from  the 

"  lony,  bearing  date  the  20th  day  of  November,  1S1J,  under 
"  the  idea  that  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  affected  thereby 
'•*  would  return  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  duty  ;  and  this  for- 
"  bearance,  instead  of  producing  those  salutary  effects,  which 
rft  we  hoped  would  result  from  it,  has,  on  the  contrary,  made 
**  erroneous  impressions  on  many  :     We  have  therefore,  by  and 
tl  with  the  advice   of  our  Captain  General  and  Governor  in 
^  Chief,  and  also   with  the  advice  of  our  Council  for  this  our 
"  Colony,  thought  fit  to  issue  this  our  Royal  Proclamation,  to 
ft  publish  and  declare,  that  for  the  immediate  safety  as  well  as 
"  future  security  of  this   infant   Colony,  all  persons  coming 
"  within   the  limits  of  the  aforesaid  Act,  or  between  the  ages 
4t  of  thirteen  and  sixty,  who  by  refusing  to  take  the  said  Mi-? 
"  litia  oath,  have  set  an  example  of  disaffection  and  insuboi> 
*'  dination   to  their  children   and  apprentices,  have    forfeited 
"every   right  and    title   to  all  and  every  species  of  property, 
*'   whether  moveable   or  immoveable,  and  are  hereby,  agree- 
"  ably  to  the  first  and  second  sections  of  the  said  Act,  declared 
*'  outlaws.     That   indulgence,  which  we   granted  them,    from 
"  motives  of  humanity,  and   which    they  have  not  had  either 
"  gratitude    to   appreciate,    or   thankfulness    to  acknowledge, 
'*  draws  fast  to  a  close.     Know  therefore,  that  as  soon  as  the 
"  rains  are  well  over,  or  on  the  20th  of  November  next  ensuing, 
"  it  is  our  will  and  pleasure,  that  every  person  coming  within 
"  the  operation  of  the  Militia  Act,  and  persisting  in  refusal  to 
"  conform  to  this  or  any  other  law  by  which  our  subjects  are 
**  governed,  shall  cease  to  be  residents  in  any  part  of  the  penin- 
"  sula  of  Sierra   Leone.     In  conformity,  however,   with  that 
*'  moderation   which  has   guided    us  in  every  measure  of  the 
"  Government  of  this  our   Colony,  and  which  by  some  may 
"  have  been   ascribed   to   timidity,  we  are  pleased  to  declare, 
**  that    the   Princess   Charlotte,  or  some  other  of  our  vessels, 
"  shall  convey  to  whatever  part  of  the  coast,  in  the  neighbour- 
"  hood   they  may  point  out,  such  people,  with  their  families^ 
14  as  are  dissatisfied-  with  our  laws. 
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Colony ;  their  houses  and  property  were  then  seiz- 
ed upon  in  the  King's  name,  and  marked  with  the 
broad  arrow.  I  learn  Governor  Maxwell  convert* 
ed  some  of  them  to  his  own  use.  One  instance  I 
shall  relate,  as  detailed  to  me  by  good  authority  : 
Governor  Maxwell  ordered  the  house  of  a  Maroon, 
named  Herbert  Jarrat,  to  be  sold,  and  purchased 
it  himself  for  one  hundred  and  seven  pounds,  the 
sister  of  Jarrat  offered  the  money  it  was  sold  for  ; 
but  he  retained  the  purchase,  and  ordered  some 
of  the  African  Corps  who  were  mechanics  to  put 
the  house  into  repair,  after  which  he  sold  it  to  Go- 
vernment for  five  hundred  pounds,  and  received 
bills  on  the  Treasury  for  the  amount.  There  are 
.persons  now  in  London  who  can  attest  what  I  have 
said  respecting  the  Militia  Act  and  the  purchase 
and  sale  of  Jarrat's  house. 

The  Special  Report  proceeds,  ff  Had  it  not  been 
"  for  the  moderation  and  forbearance  of  Governor 
"  Maxwell,  these  violent  counsels  of  Mr.  Thorpe 
"  might  have  produced  the  most  calamitous  conse- 
"  quences,  by  pursuing  a  more  lenient  course  the  set- 
"  tiers  were  reclaimed  to  their  duty,  returned  to  the 
fc  colony,  and. resumed  their  farms,  but  not  until  a 
*"*  month  or  two  after  Mr.  Thorpe  had  quitted  it." 

'"  Witness  his  Excellency  Charles  William  Maxwell,  Captain 
"  General,  and  Governor  in  Chief  in  and  over  our  Colony  of 
41  Sierra  Leone,  Chancellor  Ordinary  and  Vice  Admiral  of  tha 
"  same,  at  Freetown,  the  26th  day  of  September,  in  the  yeaf 
"  of  our  Lord  1812,  and  in  the  52d  of  our  Reign. 

"    GOD    SJAVl    THE    Kl!»G." 


94 

What  will  the  Directors  say,  when  the  public  arc 
assured,  that  there  has  been  a  deputation  from  the 
Maroons  in  London  for  three  months  past,  whose  de- 
fclared  object  is  to  complain  against  the  oppressive 
proceedings  of  Governor  Maxwell,  and  if  they  ard 
iiot  redressed,  they  declare  it  to  be  their  intention  to 
abandon  the  colony  of  Sierra  Leone  and  return  to 
Jamaica,  or  to  emigrate  to  the  Boolam  shore  i  they 
have  also  declared,  that  if  Colonel  Maxwell  shall  be 
permitted  to  return  as  Governor  to  Sierra  Leone,  that 
they  will  leave  the  colony  as  it  is  not  possible  to  en-» 
joy  the  blessings  of  English  Law,  tinder  his  arbitrary 
government ;  such  is  the  substance  of  their  complaints. 

This  is  the  developement  of  1vhat  the  Direc* 
tors  term  Colonel  Maxwell's  "  moderation,  fdrbear- 
<e  ance,  and  lenient  course  for  conciliation/'  and  the 
result  of  "  my  violent  Counsels  which  produced  the 
*'  most  calamitous  consequences ;"  but  With  their 
accustomed  veracity,  they  declare  Colonel  Maxwell, 
in  a  month  or  two  after  my  departure  from  the  co- 
lony, had  induced  the  Maroons  "  to  return  and  ie- 
"  sume  their  farms,"  this  is  publicly  made  above  two 
years  after  1  had  left  the  colony,  and  one  month  after 
this  declaration,  a  deputation  arrives  from  the  Ma- 
roons, to  assure  the  British  Government  that  they 
\vould  rather  relinquish  every  comfort,  their  industry 
for  fourteen  years  had  created,  than  remain  under 
Colonel  Maxwell.  The  truth  is  literally  this,  from  the 
moment  Governor  Maxwell  would  pass  the  Act,  I  la* 
boured  to  sooth  and  reconcile  the  Maroons  to  it,  and 
was  provoked  at  their  not  placing  more  implicit  reli- 
ance on  my  construction  ;  but  previous  to  thei  rleav- 


ing  the  colony,  I  sent  confidentially  one  of  the  lead- 
ing men  to  their  active  Chief,  with  such  a  communica- 
tion as  I  considered  would  have  changed  their  inten- 
tion ;  to  this  I  received  no  reply,  and  finding  them  so 
obstinate  and  violent,  I  might  have  written  such  a 
letter  as  the  Directors  have  vindictively  and  uselessly 
published  as  mine,  but  the  message  was  not  deliver- 
ed., my  confidence  betrayed,  and  the  benefit  prevented, 

The  Act  might  have  been  palliated,  but  the  arbi- 
trary proclamation  in  the  King's  name,  with  the  des- 
potic convertion  of  property  for  private  emolument, 
is  consigned  for  approbation  and  applause  to  those 
Directors,  whose  Manager  it  was  openly  asserted 
in  the  Colony,  had  pledged  himself  to  carry  the 
Governor  safely  through  every  action ;  then  after 
imboldening  atrocity,  with  the  confidence  of  impu- 
nity ;  the  most  nefarious   statements  are  made  to* 
smother  inquiry,  and  the  most  malignant  falsehoods 
published,  to  crush  the  upholders  of  truth. — I  wish  I 
could  separate  the'innocent  from  the  guilty,  but  it  is  the 
manager's  art  to  mix  great  names  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  render  it  impossible.     Their  quiver  is  emptyx 
and  the  arrows  have  recoiled  upon  themselves. 

21st.  Here  for  the  fourth  time  they  have  at- 
tempted to  insinuate,  I  could  know  little  from  having 
resided  only  twenty-one  months  in  the  colony.  I  have 
to  refer  to  what  I  have  answered  on  this  accusation 
in  the  commencement  of  the  Reply,  and  to  add  that 
i  saw  the  depositions  of  nearly  two  hundred  slave 
traders,  conversed  with  the  most  intelligent  ofthein, 
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and  read  the  private  correspondence  of  thousands  from 
the  coast  of  Africa  to  the  Brazils,  and  from  the  Brazil* 
to  the  coast,  detailing  the  most  minute  circumstances 
concerning'  the  trade  in  both  continents  :  I  have  vi^ 
sited  almost  every  considerable  settlement  from  Sene- 
gal to  Annoboha,  south  of  the  equator;  and  the  Di- 
rectors will  admit  I  have  not  been  inattentive  to  the 
subjects  ince  my  return ;  therefore,  although  I  have 
been  for  seven  years  and  a  half  incessantly  drawing, 
from  every  source  I  could  discover,  all  possible  in- 
formation that  could  attach  to  the  colony,  the  western 
coast  of  Africa  in  general,  and  the  slave  trade  in 
particular,  yet  I  cannot  communicate  any  species  of 
intelligence  that  might  be  important ;  but  an  inte- 
rested trader,  who  has  only  been  at  Sierra  Leone 
once  for  about  two  years,  twenty  years  since,  and 
knows  nothing  of  any  other  part  of  Africa,  or  the 
Slave  Trade,  can  alone  inform  all  England,  generally, 
particularly,  and  correctly  on  all  African  subjects ! 

The  Special  Report  proceeds,  <c  In  opposition  to 
ff  the  testimony  of  almost  every  other  individual  that 
<c  has  known  Sierra  Leone,  Mr.  T.  states,  that  no- 
<s  thing  has  been,  effected  or  even  attempted  in  civi- 
((  lization,  either  by  the  Sierra  Leone  Company,  the 
<(  African  Institution,  or  servants  of  his  Majesty." 
Here  they  choose  to  mix  themselves  with  the  servants 
of  the  Crown,  and  assert  that  I  had  done  the  same, 
though  I  had  never  mentioned  the  servants  of  the 
Crown  ;  and  they  speak  of  "  the  testimony  of  almost 
<(  every  individual  that  knew  Sierra  Leon e/V  but 
carefully  avoid  any  names,  like  the  fabricated  letter 
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they  produce,,  as  "  written  without  any  view  to  the 
tf  present  enquiry."  I  have  defied  them  to  bring 
forth  a  credible  witness,  who  could  declare  that  the 
Sierra  Leone  Company,,  or  African  Institution,  had 
ever  effected  or  attempted  any  thing  beneficial  to- 
wards civilizing  Africa.  They  go  on,  "  In  addi- 
ff  tion  to  any  attempts  which  have  been  made  by 
"  the  African  Institution  in  the  work  of  direct  in- 
€f  strtiction,  much  has  been  effected  by  the  Church 
1<r  Missionary  Society."  They  have  confessed  al- 
ready that  the  African  Institution  attempted  nothing 
in  education,,  until  they  sent  out  Mr.  Sutherland,  a 
few  months  ago,  as  a  school-master,  and  now  write  ir- 
relevantly as  to  what  other  Societies  are  beneficially 
doing,  hoping  to  attract  a  little  for  the  African 
Institution.  As  to  the  Church  Missionary  Society, 
I  never  intimated  any  thing  derogatory  to  their  ex- 
ertions; but,  on  the  contrary,  have  applauded  their 
efforts  in  education.  Exultingly  the  Directors  ex- 
claim, Cf  If  the  great  bar  to  African  civilization  be 
"  the  Slave  Trade,  then  they  flatter  themselves 
<r  they  have  attempted  much  for  Africa."  I  have 
shewn  in  pages  50  and  51  of  my  Letter  to  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce,  how  little  the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade 
had  been  promoted  ;  now  I  will  shew  how  much  it 
has  been  injured  by  their  efforts,  and  leave  it  for  the 
public  to  pronounce  how  much  (C  they  flatter  them* 
"  selves,"  in  expecting  to  continue  this  delusion 
much  longer. 


cc  Mr.  T.  asks  why  the  Institution  did  not 
y  labor  to  have  the  Slave  Trade  pronounced  a  viola- 
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*'  -tion  of  the  law  of  nature  and  nations  by  the  Eu- 
"  ropean  Powers  assembled  in  Congress  ?"  Then 
they  answer  for  themselves,  "  Did  they  not  do  so?" 
I  answer,  they  did  make  an  ostentatious  display  of 
exertion ;  but  it  w&s  done  so  injudiciously  and  inju- 
riously, as  to  leave  their  object  doubtful ;  for  I  have 
already  shewn.,  that  whenever  universal  Abolition  is 
attained,  the  trader's  profit  at  Sierra  Leone  must 
dimmisfi.,  and  the  popularity  plaything  evapo- 
rate. 

The  Directors  ask,  (f  by  whom  was  the  example 
'is  first    set    of    calling  meetings    to   petition    the? 
<(  Legislature,  and    by  whom   was    the    expence 
"  chiefly  borne  ?    The  African  Institution."     Now 
with  great  respect  for  many  persons  who  assisted  in 
calling  the  meeting  at  Freemasons'  Hall,  I  must  de- 
clare that  I  should  have  considered  public  meetings 
in  all  the  counties  and  great  towns  in  Great  Britain, 
regularly   convened,  more   correct  and   dignified : 
I  did  view  that  meeting,  as  improper  and  degrad- 
ing.    The  managing  Director  of  the  African  In- 
stitution became  master  of  the  ceremonies  at  Free- 
masons' Tavern ;  he  ordered  the  most  distinguished 
personages  in  the  kingdom  to  public  exhibition ;  he 
had  the  Resolutions  settled,  the  proposer  and  se- 
conder called  forth,  and  the  moment  this  ceremony 
was  over,  the  assembly  broke  up.     After  collecting, 
many  petitions,  they  get  the  opinion  of  England  on 
the  Slave  Trade  laid  before  the  Congress,  without 
having  established  any  foundation  for  its  good  recep- 
tion.    The  Sovereign   Powers    assembled,,    kne\f 
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Great  Britain  had  abolished  the  Slave  Trade  herself; 
and  now  she  called  on  them  to  make  all  other  nation* 
do  the  same ;  this  must  naturally  have  appeared  a 
strong-  measure,  to  control  independent  kingdoms, 
in  what  they  considered  a  legitimate  trade;  they 
hesitated,  and  concluded  that  they  would  exercise 
a  great  extent  of  power,  by  resolving  it  should 
expire  in  eight  years,  which  was  continuing  it  for 
three  years  arid  a  half  beyond  the  time  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  had  settled  with  France.  Now  I  ask  every 
impartial  person,  if  a  great  diplomatic  document  had 
been  ably  drawn  up,  proving  the  Slave  Trade  "  to  b&- 
"  illegitimate,  as  it  Was  a  violation  of  the  law  of 
tc  nature  and  nations  ;  that  each  individual  nation  i$ 
<f  bound  to  contribute  to  the  prosperity  and  perfec* 
"  tion  of  all  the  others" — cr  that  no  one  nation 
(c  should  hinder  another  from  attaining  the  ends  of 
'"  civil  society,  or  render  her  incapable  of  attaining 
fc  it,  which  general  principle  forbids  nations  to 
"  practise  any  evil  manoauvres,  tending  to  create 
*'  disturbances  in  another  state,  to  ibment  discord,  to 
"  corrupt  its  people,  or  deprive  them  of  natural  ad- 
rc  vantages;"  and  lastly,  "that  it  is  the  duty  of  so- 
fe  vereigns  to  chastise  nations  which  are  guilty  of 
et  enormous  transgressions  against  the  Law  of 
(f  Nature"— Whether  such  a  manifesto,  would  not 
have  laid  the  foundation  of  a  combined  protest  against 
this  abhorred  traffic,  and  made  it  imperative  on  the 
assembled  Sovereigns  to  have  annihilated  the  trade? 
It  is  natural  to  conclude,  that  when  Great  Britain 
had  pledged  France  by  treaty  to  aid  her  in  the  uni- 
versal suppression  of  the  trade  in  five  years,  that* 
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these  two  pre-eminent  Powers  must  have  effected  it, 
a^>  Spain  and  Portugal  alone  persisted  in  this  inhu- 
man traffic;  whereas,  it  is  now  postponed  for  eight 
years  by  the  ill-judged  application  to  Congress, 
which  arose  from  the  improper  tavern  meetings  con- 
vened for  popularity. 

Surely  then  if  the  Institution  proclaim  themselves 
the  promoters  of  this  application  in  such  an  impro- 
vident manner,,  they  must  admit  themselves  to  be 
the  authors  of  the  procrastination  of  an  universal 
abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  ;  yet  they  tell  the  na- 
tion they  are  bearing  every  expense,  and  constitute 
the  main  spring  by  which  every  effort  for  universal" 
Abolition  is  set  in  motion.  Are  these  continued  pro- 
fessions to  excuse  continued  injury  ?  Can>  a  declara- 
tion of  pure  motives,  excuse  profuse  expenditure, 
and  shall-  delusive  good'  intention,  excuse  presump;- 
tion  ? 

The  Directors  also  tell  the  public,  ff  that  Lord 
"  Castlereagh  will  not  scruple  to  admit  that  his 
t(  efforts  were  in  no  small  degree  assisted  by  com- 
"  munications  from  members  of  the  Board'* — when 
the  documents  and  admissions  come  forth,  they  will 
receive  full  credit  I 

23rd.  They  transcribe  a=  page  and  a  quarter  of 
ray  Pamphlet,  beginning  with,  "I  have  no  time 
"  for  condensation,"  and  then  they  declare,  fc  now 
"'the  fact  is,  that  Mr.  Thorpe  had  made  almost 
"  all  the  charges  contained  in  his  Pamphlet  above 
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**  a  year  before,,  though  he  now  complains  of 
ce  not  having  time  for  condensation/'  I  sup- 
pose they  allude  to  the  marginal  notes  I  was 
importuned  to  make  in  seven  of  their  delusive  and 
fallacious  Reports,  for  this  was  all  1  ever  wrote  to 
them,,  and  as  to  my  possessing  the  information 
before  I  wrote,,  no  ©ne  will  doubt  that ;  but,  I  can 
solemnly  declare  I  never  thought  of  publishing  a 
Letter  to  Mr.  Wilberforce,  collected  materials,,  or 
arranged  an  argument  on  the  subject  it  .contains, 
until  December  -laet ;  besides  my  allusions  to  -the  In- 
stitution do  not  exceed  twenty  pages  of  the  Pamphlet. 
Then  they  say,  "  Mr.  Thorpe  admits  a  Committee 
"  was  appointed  to -enquire  into  these  charges."  I 
never  admitted  any  suck  tiling,  for  the  Committee 
'was  appointed  before  I  gave  any  information,  and  the 
-examination  of  myself  and  Messrs.  Hamilton,  Van- 
rieck,  and  Nicol  was  over  before  J  returned  their 
seven  Reports.,  with  my  remarks  upon  -them.  At 
last  they  make  this  extraordinary  assertion,  ff.  the 
"  result  of  the  examination  was  the  falsification  of 
"  the  charges  of  Mr.  Thorpe,  by  Messrs.  Hamil- 
"  ton,  Vanneck,  and  Nicol,  and  a  Report  in  unison 
ef  with  that  now  made/*  I  will  undertake  to  say, 
that  Messrs.  Hamilton,  Vanneck,  and  Nicol  will 
declare,  first,  that  the  examination  was  an  ex  parte 
enquiry,  and  incapable  ,of  producing  any  full  and 
explicit  account  of  the  real  state  of  Sierra  Leone ; 
secondly,  that  they  never  had  falsified  every  charge, 
,or  any  charge  I  had  made,  for  they  overheard  much 
of  my  examination,  and  1  shewed  to  them  ryiy.re- 
luarJis  jou  the  African  Reports,  with  which  they 
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agreed,  before  I  sent  them  to  the  Committee,  nor  did 
I  ever  hear  an  observation  from  them  on  Africa  that 
was  not  coincident  with  my  own,  and  we  have  had 
various  conversations  on  the  subject.  Now,  let  the 
African  Institution  produce  their  evidence,,  obtain 
the  signatures  of  those  gentlemen  acknowledging 
what  they  produce  to  be  correct,  compare  the  evi- 
dence with  the  charges  I  have  made,  and  thus  shew 
the  falsification  :  it  will  not  cost  them  any  thing,  for 
they  have  clerks  to  copy,  paper  and  printing  all 
liberally  paid  from  the  poor  box,  constituted  for  the 
civilization  and  happiness  of  Africa,  and  if  they 
do  not  establish  this  assertion  they  must  be  consi- 
dered as  premeditated  imposers  on  national  credu- 
lity, to  bear  down  an  individual  who  has  dared  to 
uphold  truth  in  defiance  of  fabrication. 

The  Directors  conclude  their  answer  to  my 
charges  by  the  old  recrimination.,  "  of  my  being 
"  indifferent.,  and  even  hostile  to  the  cause  of 
"  Africa;"  but  my  publications,,  and  the  conduct 
manifested  by  the  letters  of  mine  which  they  have 
printed,  establish  not  only  my  professions  but  my 
actions,  these  will  "  plead  trumpet  tongued"  against 
their  contemptible  insinuations. 

Having  now  broken  down  the  rotten  vundles  of 
this  popularity  ladder,  on  which  the  little  select 
party  have  ascended  to  such  undeserved  elevation,  I 
hope  they  will  in  future  obtain  some  sounder  footing, 
by  which  the  sincerity  of  their  promises  may  be 
proved,  by  the  benefits  they  confer,  and  the  purity 
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of  flieir  motives  established,  by  the    execution  of 
their  professions. 

The  Special  Report  gives  nearly  six  pages  of 
panegyric  on  Mr.  Wilberforce  and  Mr.  Macaulay, 
men  composed,  I  conceive,  <of  very  incongruous 
materials,  however  it  is  their  fashion  to  mix  them ; 
the  succulent  ivy  will  entwine  about  the  x>ak,  but 
let  them  reflect,  its  embrace  is  deadly  ! 

Mr.  Clarkson's  History  ^f  the  Abolition,,  Mr. 
Wilberforce'-s  Letter  to  Prince  Talleyrand,  and  my 
reply  to  Mr.  Macaulay  will  refute  all  that  is  said  in 
jihose  six  pages. 

The  Reporter  having  sharpened  his  virulence 
towards  the  conclusion,  <{  speaks  of  my  remark- 
f(  able  disregard  of  candour,  of  my  flippant  ma- 
•"  lignity,  that  my  accusations  are  as  senseless  as 
"  false,  and  that  the  Directors  feel  the  highest  as- 
"  tonishment  at  the  effrontery  of  the  libeller;"  this 
might  ornament  the  bureau  of  Davoast,  though  it 
disgraces  the  Institution;  why  eot  prosecute  this 
libeller,  the  African  Poor  Box  would  pay  the  ex- 
pense, and  it  would  -constitute  as  honorable  an  item 
as  many  others  in  the  account  Every  one  who  has 
ever  read  their  Special  Report  will  acknowledge 
they  would  prosecute  if  they  could  with  impunity, 
and  when  assertion  constitutes  proof,  and  malignity 
law,  they  will;  but  viciousness  is  cowardly,  and 
where  there  is  danger,  it  is  difficult  to  animate. 
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The  Directors  conclude ;  ct  they  console  thenu 

ec  stives  that  this  exposition  of  the  series  of  pro- 

fc  ceedings  in  Africa  will  set  the  question  at  rest 

cc  with  all  those  whose  opinion  is  worthy  of  regard, 

f:  will  increase  the  public  attention  to  their  inte^ 

cc  resting  cause,  and  enable  them  to  prosecute  their 

"  course  with  more  vigour  and  effect." 

The  public  will  now  see,  that  neither  the  Com- 
pany nor  Institution  have  done  one  beneficial  act 
for  Atr.ca,  that  not  a  profession  or  a  promise  has 
been  fulfilled,  but  that  they  have  committed  great 
mischief  by  interfering  with  the  law,,  the  ministers, 
the  congress,  the  natives  of  Africa  and  the  Colony 
of  Sierra  Leone  ;  that  their  whole  pursuit  has  been 
popularity ;  they  declare  they  are  bestowing  every 
comfort  on  Africa,  while  they  are  increasing  her  ca- 
lamities, and  they  promote,  augment  the  profit,  and 
gain  employment  for  the  very  beings  who  have  nur- 
tured trje  Slave  Trade,  defeated  benevolence,  en- 
tailed misery  on  Africa,  and  disgrace  on  England; 
lastly,  they  have  traduced  those  persons  by  whose 
information,  integrity,  truth,  and  unbiassed  zeal  in 
the  cause  of  Abolition  and  Africa,  England  would 
learn  the  real  state  of  the  trade,  the  true  condi- 
tion of  that  Continent,  and  develope  the  delusions 
practised  by  themselves  for  twenty-four  years  ;  yet 
to  continue  their  fallacies,  and  retain  their  popula- 
rity, they  unblushingly  demand  fresh  supplies  of 
money  to  enable  them  to  prosecute  this  course  wit 
more  vigour  and  effect. 
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The  Directors  acknowledge  they  have  received 
nearly  ten  thousand  pounds  for  benefiting  Africa, 
and  they  cannot  produce  one  instance  of  their  even 
attempting  any  thing  serviceable  until  this  year, 
when  they  sent  out  a  school- roaster,  after  the  great- 
est possible  exposure  of  their  fallacy  and  delusion 
about  schools.  Their  own  accounts  will  shew  their 
useless,  profuse,  and  unwarrantable  expenditure  of 
the  subscription  money  ;  yiz.  "  1st.  Clerks  £450." 
Do  they  civilize  Africa  ?  2nd.  ff  Porterage,  car- 
'•'  riageof  Reports,  Rent,  &c.  £1214."— Does  this 
civilize  Africa  ?  3rd.  "  Insertions  in  Newspapers, 
<(  £231."  This  is  not  for  African  civilization,  but 
for  Institution  ostentation.  4th.  tc  Printing  Re- 
"  ports  £1126."  Did  those  productions  ever  be^ 
no  fit  any  person  but  Mr.  Z.  M^caulay  ?  they  are. 
baits  to  catch  agencies,  and  puff  employers.  5th. 
<f  Printing  Tracts  in  foreign  languages  £650." 
mere  ostentation  !  6th.  "  Expences  of  Paul  Cuffee, 
rescuing  a  free  man,  and  sending  back  natives"— 
these  last  items  might  have  cost  something,  but  not 
.£202.  7th,  "  Education  of  African  youths  for 
"  school-masters  e£?2S."  It  has  been  proved  how 
little  they  have  done  on  the  head  of  education,  but 
.£728  was  useful  topartizans.  8th.  "  Seeds  for  Sierra 
<f  Leone  £499."  a  rotten  job.  9th.  "  Law  Proceed- 
"  ings  ,£768."  Did  this  benefit  Africa?  mere  osr 
tentation  and  persecution.  10th.  C(  Pieces  of  Plate 
'*.  and  Premium  £265."  Mr.  Macaulay  might  have 
benefited  by  these — not  Africa,  llth.  "Expences 
"  of  Petitions  £1865."  These  could  have  been 
constitutionally  without  expense.,  and  from 
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the  injudicious  way  they  were  managed,  the  Slave 
Trade  was  extended  for  three  years  and  a  half,  and 
the  Poor  Box  plundered — was  this  for  the  civiliza- 
tion of  Africa?  In  the  whole  account  nothing 
appears  to  have  been  done  towards  benefiting  or 
civilizing  Africa,  for  which  the  money  was  sub- 
scribed, but  educating  a  few  boys,  and  sending  a 
few  natives  back  to  their  country,  on  which  perhaps 
,£200  might  have  been  expended  usefiilly,  and,  on 
the  other  side,  the  incalculable  mischiefs  they  have 
accumulated  on  that  unhappy  Continent ;  and  the 
immoderate  expence  heaped  on  England  is  deplor- 
able, yet  the  Reporter  asks  for  fresh  funds,  and 
increased  confidence  to  augment  calamity  and  con- 
tinue popularity. 

In  page  137,  the  Directors  express  thei*  annoy* 
ance  at  my  calling  for ff  open,  fair,  and  full  enquiry/' 
and  they  ask  "  who  Mr.  Thorpe  is,  that  claims  all 
*'  this  attention  from  the  world,  and  demands  public 
f(  enquiry."  To  say  who  I  am  might  be  ostenta- 
tion, to  say  who  I  am  not,  might  point  strongly 
who  the  enquirer  was.  I  shall  quietly  answer,  that 
having  been  appointed  to  a  professional  station, 
which  obliged  me  to  attend  to  the  Abolition,  to 
Africa  in  general,  and  Sierra  Leone  in  particular, 
I  found  the  one,  little  advanced,  the  other  not  im- 
proved, and  the  last  vitiated  ;  every  evil  arising  out 
of  the  very  source  that  advancement,  happiness, 
and  improvement  was  promised  to  flow  from ;  I  read 
the  African  Institution  Reports,  and  perceived  the 
members  of  that  Society  considered  themselves  & 
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the  chief  Directors  in  every  thing  concerning  AfrJ* 
ca,  and  from  local  experience  judged  they  must 
have  been  egregiously  deceived,  as  their  represen- 
tations were  diametrically  opposed  to  truth. 

Justice,  humanity,  the  faithful  discharge  of  my 
duty,  and  respect  for  the  great  characters  in  the  Insti- 
tution, obliged  me  to  develope  the  deception ;  the 
door  of  office  was  locked,  the  anti-chamber  of  the  In- 
stitution was  occupied  by  interest,  I  was  driven  to 
public  appeal,  I  requested  investigation  to  establish 
where  I  was  right.,  and  correct  where  I  was  wrong ; 
this  was  denied  me  by  the  Institution.    But  involun- 
tarily produced  by  their  attempts  at  defence,  and 
by  the  ostentation  of  their   defenders,  much  im- 
provement has  taken  place,    already  has  the  law 
been  considered ;  the  captured  negro,  from  unr$- 
warded  servitude,  has  been  placed  in  a  progressive 
state  of  civilization ;  the  slave  has  become  a  farmer, 
and  the  prostitute  admitted  to  instruction  ;  the  native 
chieftain  will  no  longer  be  insulted,  nor  his  subjects 
torn  from  his  protection ;  the   settlers   have  beea 
restored  to  their  families,  their  properties,  and  to 
British  law,  those  who  were  illegally  convicted  have 
been  pardoned,    and  unjustifiable  condemnations 
have  been  reversed,  the  British  character  has  been 
rescued,  the  public  money  wrested  from  depreda- 
tion, and  the  depredators  removed;  almost  every 
desirable  object  has  been  effected  ;  enquiry  was  vi- 
gorously  advancing,    while    it    was    ineffectually 
endeavoured  to  be  retarded.     The  Abolition  cause, 
has  been  served  :  the  highly  distinguished  charac- 
ters in  the  Institution  have  been  a  little  separated 
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from  those  deserving-  reproach,  and  the  mercenary 
cfcluders  have  sunk  to  their  original  insignificance ; 
the  public  will  determine  whether  I  am  deserving-  of 
censure  or  praise  for  having-  claimed  their  attention, 
a«d  whether  I  was  justifiable  or.  arrogant  in  seeking 
enquiry.  But  when  the  Reporter  asserts  that  my 
charges  have  been  refated,  he  forgets  that  he  has 
admitted  most,  and  only  palliated  a  few.  Surely 
fee  can  no  longer  .expect  to  continue  credulity,  and 
spread  inanity  over  the  nation.  The  Reporter 
assures  us  the  Board  have  enquired,  the  Com- 
mittee reported,  the  Directors  are  satisfied,  and  that 
they  are  not  accountable  to  any  tribunal  but  their 
awn  little  conclave ;  it  may  be  a  convenient  court 
of  Conscience,  where  the  criminals  are  judges,  and 
pronounce  acquittal  on  themselves ;  but  why  inform 
the  public  of  their  benevolent,  liberal,  and  magna- 
nimous, interference  in  this  great  national  ques- 
tion ?  Why  submit  their  conduct  to  the  public  by 
a  printed  Report  annually  ;  yet  declare  no  decision 
shall  be  passed  on  their  proceedings  except  by  them- 
selves ?  surely  this  is  inconsistent  and  absurd ;  if  the 
Institution  would  confine  itself  to  private  delibera- 
tions, and  private  distribution,  the  nation  would  dis- 
cover their  munificent  disbursements,  and  benevo- 
lent exertions  by  the  effect  produced ;  this  would 
proclaim  their  services,  and  call  forth  involuntary 
praise  on  their  progress  in  improvement ;  but  I  fear 
political  power  is  the  leading  object :  that  is  to  be  at- 
tained by  numbers,  and  effected  by  popularity ;  the 
Institution  can  declare  their  motives  to  be  the  purest, 
their  benevolence  the  greatest,,  their  characters 
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highest ;  they  can  praise  themselves  profusely,  and 
judge  of  themselves  most  liberally ;  if  this  is  all  just, 
Why  not  confirm  it  by  proof?  Why  labour  to  extin- 
guish any  light  that  may  be  thrown  on  their  actions, 
unless  concealment  is  necessary  ?  But  if  the  Public 
can  catch  at  that  which  makes  the  "  darkness  visi- 
ble/' they  will  blow  it  into  a  flame,  urrtH  delusion, 
falsehood,  hypocrisy,  and  avariciousness,  perish  iir 
the  conflagration;  the  Reporter  will  only  submit 
to  private  enquiry,  while  I  demand  public  investi- 
gation. 

The  Directors  finish  their  Special  Report  with 
declaring,  "  they  will  not  give  Mr.  T.  conse- 
ft  quence  by  taking  the  slightest  notice  of  any 
f<  thing  he  may  in  future  think  it  for  his  amuse- 
((  ment  or  interest  to  utter  to  the  World."  As 
for  amusement,  no  one  will  suspect  I  have  derived 
much  from  this  con-test :  as  for  interest,  this  Reply 
exhibits  documents  to  prove  my  losses  and  depriva- 
tions ;  and  the  World  will  be  persuaded  that  had 
I  not  resolved  to  hazard  every  consideration  of 
comfort,  emolument  or  promotion,  for  the  cause 
of  humanity,  troth  and  justice,  I  might  have  con- 
ciliated a  combination  of  parties  and  power,  not 
have  encountered  them  ;,  I  might  have  bartered 
principle  for  profit,  and  by  succumbing  to  the 
interested  views-  of  hypocritical  persons,  have 
retained  what  I  held,  or  obtained  what  I  desired. 
But  the  ways  of  Providence  are  not  to  be  scruti- 
nized. Much  has  been  produced,  valuable  to  the 
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cause  for  which  I  have  devoted  myself ;  2nd 
if  the  deprivations  I  have  endured  should  be  con- 
tinued, the  benefits  I  have  assisted  in  confirming, 
shall  become  my  consolation.  The  innocent  have 
been  restored,,  and  the  guilty  removed. 

Before  t  close,  I  must  express  my  fervent  and 
Sincere  hope  that  His  Majesty's  Ministers  will  hold 
France  to  her  present  Abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade.  The  Usurper  of  the  Throne  of  France 
inew  Well  the  French  people,  and  lie  Would  not 
have  dared  to  abolish  the  Trade  at  that  nioment, 
if  it  had  not  accorded  with  their  wishes  :  therefore 
the  legitimate  Monarch  finding  his  own  benevolent 
principles  supported  by  the  liberal  voice  of  his 
Nation,,  will  naturally  rejoice  in  continuing  the 
Abolition. 

The  T^oble  Lord  at  the  head  of  our  Foreign 
Department,  fully  aware  that  the  Spanish  Licence 
for  Trading  in  Slaves  to  the  Coast  of  Africa,  will 
expire  in  1816,  and  that  Spain  has  neither  terri- 
tory,, nor  even  a  Fort  in  Africa,  will  inform  the 
Spanish  Monarch,  that  the  People  of  England 
considering  freedom  the  greatest  blessing  on  earth, 
have  interceded  for  their  fellow-creatures  in  Africa, 
and  that  the  Prince  Regent  considering  that  Cf  each 
(c  individual  Nation  is  bound  to  contribute  to  the 
"  happiness  of  other  States ;'"  and  that  cc  no  one 
"  Nation  should  hinder  another  from  attaining 
"  the  ends  of  civil  Society,"  feels  it  his  duty  as 
much  as  his  inclination,  in  conformity  with  the 
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Dishes  of  his  Father's  People,  to   insist  that  the 

Licence  should  n,ot  be  renewed. The   Noble 

Lord    will  also  convince    Portugal  that  she  must 
preserve  her  Treaty   which    confines   her  Trade 
for  Slaves  to  her  own  dominions  on  the  Coast  of 
Africa,  and  that  she   has  no   dominion.,    in    fact, 
except  from  St.  Paul's  de  Loanda  to  St.  Philip's 
Benquila,    therefore    to    those    places    she    must 
confine  her  Trade.     Lastly,    that    Portugal    had 
promised  a  gradual  Abolition  in  1810,  and  that  if 
nine  ^ears  are  allowed,  for  the  extinction  of  what 
$he  terms  an  inhuman,  unjust  and  impolitic  Trade, 
every  Nation  in  the   World    must  consider  it   a 
most  equitable  portion    of  time ;    besides   France 
having  in  1814,  agreed  to  assist  England  in  obtain- 
ing a  universal  Abolition  in   five  years,  we  shall 
obtain  the  aid  of  that  great  Power,  from  Treaty 
to  support  our  determination.    By  these  means  the 
Trade  will  be  abolished  next  year  by  every  Power 
but  Portugal,  and   in  three  years  from  that  tim£ 
by  every  Nation  in  the  World.     Thus  the  Noble 
Lord  will  most  deservedly  obtain  the  universal  ap- 
plause of  England,    and  the  Select  will  be    left, 
where  they  began,  promising  civilization  to  aug- 
ment party,  and  professing  Abolition  to  encrease 
popularity;    at  the  same  time  his  Lordship    may 
expect  that  when   all  shall  be  accomplished,  the 
benevolent  set,  with  their  usual  candour,  will  as- 
sure  the  World,    they  laid  the   foundation,    they 
raised  the  superstructure,  they  capped  the  Pyramid 
<f  Vox  et  pneterea  nihil." 


Misrepresentation  and  detraction  pursue  me  with' 
such  a  continued  coruscation,  that  after  having 
been  induced  to  mention  Lord  Castlereagh,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  in  these  publications,  I  beg  leave  to 
state,  that  although  I  have  had  the  honor  of  his 
Lordship's  acquaintance  for  twenty  seven  years, 
yet  to  my  recollection  I  never  did  ask  a  favour 
for  myself,  or  for  any  other  person  from 
him ;  nor  is  it  now,  nor  was  it  ever  in  my  con- 
templation to  do  so.  I  considered  his  Lordship 
from  station,  investigation  and  ability,  most  effi- 
cient to  serve  the  cause,  therefore  ,  implored  his 
aid,  and1*«fconvinced  that  by  his  exertions  universal,. 
Abolition  will  be  effected.  Had  my  views  beert 
interested,  I  must  have  been  insane  to  have  entan- 
gled myself  with  such  vindictive  and  overwhelming 
power. — I  only  sought  redress  for  the  oppressed, 
and  much  has  been  bestowed. 

I  intreat  the  Public  to  pardon  the  length  of  this 
Reply,  and  the  hurried  and  indignant  style  of  the 
composition.  I  had  nearly  one  hundred  and  sixty 
pages  to  answer ;  had  a  paragraph  escaped  notice,  I 
should  have  been  accused  of  avoiding  the  strong  and 
seizing  the  weak  points  of  the  Report.  A  mind  la- 
cerated by  assertions  and  insinuations  as  plausible  as 
untrue,  could  not  be  healed  by  the  polish  of  a 
period  :  it  was  to  be  relieved  quickly,  and  in  doing 
go,  an  honest  indignation,  at  such  unprecedented 
malignity,  I  hope  is  excuseable.  If  the  ardor  of 
feeling  has  in  any  instance  carried  me  beyond  the 
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bounds  of  decorum,,  it  is  not  from  disrespect  to 
the  distinguished  personages  in  the  Institution, 
but  from  beholding  the  calamities  heaped  on  those 
creatures,  whom  they  would  have  comforted,  had  the 
disinterested  and  amiable  part  of  the  Institution 
not  been  deceived;  at  the  same  time  I  confess 
myself  hurt,  that  a  combination  of  great  person- 
ages should  have  sanctioned  a  composition,  so  dis- 
gracefully vindictive,  and  so  degradingly  falla- 
cious. 1  hope  I  have  not  obtruded  myself  where 
the  Report  did  not  call  me  forth ;  to  unjustifiable 
attack,  I  may  be  allowed,  a  justifiable  defence ; 
where  I  cannot  expect  approbation,  I  hope  to 
escape  censure ;  and  if  I  have  been  too  warm,  let 
it  be  remembered,  that  fe  the  coldest  flint  will  emit 
"  fire,  by  a  continued  application  of  steel." 

ROBERT  THORPE. 

Foley  Place,  Aug.  Mt  1815. 
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JLHE  premeditated  determination  of  the  Managers 
of  the  African  Institution  to  persist  in  deluding  the 
Nation ;  and  the  consummate  cunning  with  which 
their  object  is  pursued,  has  obliged  me  to  give  a 
Postscript  to  my  "  Reply  Point  by  Point.1' 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Institution  was  post* 
poned  from  the  25th  of  March  to  the  12th  of  April, 
when  their  Ninth,  and  their  Special  Reports  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  latter  ap- 
peared in  about  six  weeks,  and  I  replied  to  it  fully ; 
the  former  was  kept  back  five  months,  and  not 
given  to  the  Public,  until  three  weeks  after  my 
Reply  had  been  published,  obviously  with  the  hope 
that  their  misrepresentations,  concerning  the  treat- 
ment of  the  captured  Negroes,  might  escape  detec- 
tion. 

I  had  declared  that  the  object  of  ray  original  Pub- 
B 


lication  was  to  instigate  open,  full,  and  impartial  en- 
quiry into  the  conduct  pursued  at  Sierra  Leone,  that 
the  intentions  of  Government,  and  the  professions  of 
the  Institution  might  be  carried  into  effect ;  but  in 
the  "Ninth  Report/'  thirteen  pages  concerning  the 
captured  Negroes  are  introduced,,  evidently  to  de- 
preciate my  Statement,,  and  to  applaud  the  perpe- 
trators of  unexampled  viciousness  !  a  more  mischie- 
vous misrepresentation,  a  more  contemptible  detrac- 
tion, or  more  open  encouragement  given  to  the 
worthless,  never  was  exhibited  under  the  sanction 
of  great  character !  Had  there  been  any  candour 
in  the  Managers,  would  they  not  have  met  this 
question  fairly  in  the  Special  Report,  avowedly 
written  in  refutation  of  my  allegations  ? 

I  had  pledged  myself  to  reply  to  their  promised 
"  full  and  detailed  Answer"  to  my  Letter,  and  had 
truth  given  them  any  support,  would  they  not  fear- 
lessly, at  once  have  published  a  vindication  of  them- 
selves and  their  proteges  ?  or  if  there  had  been  any 
pretension  to  fair  discussion,  would  not  their  Ninth 
Report  have  appeared  in  its  proper  time  and 
place  ?  that,  however,  would  not  answer  their  pur- 
pose of  protracting  delusion ;  for  they  knew  J 
would  have  replied  on  the  instant  to  both. 

The  Public  are  now  interested,  and  benefit  -has 
already  been  bestowed  ;  no  insinuation  against  the 
truth  which  I  have  promulgated  shall  escape  unre- 
futed;  nor  a  fabricated  representation  from  the  in- 
terested and  inculpated  remain  unexposed. 


The  improvement  which  Africa  will  attain,  and 
the  advantage  which  England  must  receive  from  a 
full  disclosure,  shall  not  be  retarded  by  any  dimi- 
nution of  my  labour. 

In  page  50  of  the  Ninth  Report,  the  Directors 
call  the  attention  of  the  Subscribers  to  Sierra  Leone, 
and  inform  them,  "  that  they  are  enabled  from  Lt. 
<c  Colonel  Maxwell,  Governor  of  that  Colony,  (in 
justice  to  Ministers  they  might  have  said  late  Go- 
vernor,) "  and  from  other  eye-witnesses,  to  lay  more 
ff  full  and  authentic  Statements  before  the  General 
"  Meeting  than  it  has  hitherto  been  in  their  power 
ff  to  communicate.  Much  having  been  said  as  to 
se  the  treatment  and  disposal  of  the  captured  Ne- 
"  groes  at  Sierra  Leone,  it  may  be  satisfactory  to 
((  the  Subscribers  to  learn  that  after  a  minute  en- 
((  quiry  into  the  subject,  it  appears  to  the  Direc- 
"  tors,  that  much  more  has  been  effected  for  their 
"  beneJr*  in  that  Colony  than  was  even  required 
"  byndie^Orders  and  Regulations  given  by  the 
ff  Crown  to  their  Officers  for  the  care  and  treat- 
"  ment  of  these  Captives/' 

I  object  to  the  witness  the  Directors  produce: 
Z^t.  Col.  Maxwell  rs  neither  competent  nor  credi- 
table ;  being  most  interested  in  preventing  the  truth 
from  being  divulged,  as  he  is  deeply  implicated  in 
the  dreadful  treatment  the  captured  Negroes  have 
experienced :  highly  culpable  for  having  appro- 
priated their  labour  to  his  own  profit,  and  chiefly  cri- 


minal  in  having  made  them  subservient  to  the  most 
licentious  excesses. 

If  the  Directors  will  submit  the  names  of  the 
:c  other  eye-witnesses/'  I  will  undertake  to  prove 
them  parlicipes  criminis.  The  Board  appear  as 
little  conversant  with  the  rules  of  evidence,  as  they 
are  with  the  principles  of  law ;  but  there  was  un- 
precedented boldness  in  bringing  before  the  Public 
the  testimony  of  the  very  person  most  implicated  in 
the  iniquitous  conduct  pursued  ;  where  truth  would 
be  crimination,  it  could  not  be  elicited!  If  the 
Directors  can  excuse  themselves  in  favoring  the 
escape  of  such  persons,  by  the  blandishments  lavish- 
ed on  them  in  their  Reports,  the  Public  cannoti 
It  was  most  unworthy  :  they  should  have  considered 
those  poor  Negroes  were  liberated  for  the  King's 
protection,  according  to  law,  and  on  the  faith  of 
this  Nation. 

•  .  t  '  r  . 

I  shall  examine  the  Regulations,  and  stae  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  to  whom  the  captured  Ne- 
groes were  consigned;  and  the  Public  will  then 
judge  ( '  how  much  more  was  effected  for  their  bene- 
<c  fit  than  was  even  required." 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  REGULATIONS  OF  THE  CROWN. 

"  The  captured  Slave  to  be  considered  as  enfran- 
chised ;  and  condemnation  to  the  King  only  for 
purpose  of  divesting  and  barring  all  other  pro* 
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(<  perty,  right,  title,  or  interest  whatever ;  and 
"  shall  in  no  case  be  liable  to  be  disposed  of, 
"  treated,,  or  dealt  with  as  slaves,  by  any  person  or 
"  persons  under  the  crown,  or  by  force  of  such  con- 
<e  demnation  :"  yet  captured  Negroes  condemned 
to  the  King-  were  disposed  of  arbitrarily,  and  treated 
and  dealt  with  as  Slaves  by  the  Officers  of  the 
Crown. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  ORDERS  IN  COUNCIL. 

(c  The  Collector  or  Chief  Officer  to  provide  suit- 
ee  ably  for  the  captured  Negroes'  support  and  main- 
"  tenance;"  whereas  in  Governor  Columbine's  ad- 
ministration they  were  nearly  starved. 

fc  The  Collector,  or  Chief  Officer,  to  enter  in  a 
fc  book,  carefully  kept  for  the  purpose,  an  exact  list 
((  of  the  Negroes,  specifying  the  time  of  then*  deli- 
"  very,  the  ship  in  which  they  were  seized,  the  date 
"  of  condemnation,  in  what  court,  for  what  cause, 
"  and  at  whose  suit,  with  a  description,  name,  sex, 
•""  age  ;  if  name  not  known,  one  to  be  substituted; 
'' '  the  Negro  to  be  instructed  for  Baptism,  and  when 
"  baptized,  a  name  to  be  prefixed ;  the  height  of 
ee  the  party,  by  a  careful  admeasurement ;  the  Afri- 
"  can  mark,  if  any ;  and  such  peculiarities  of  fca- 
"  ture  or  person,  as  may  distinguish  them,  should 
"  their  identity  be  called  in  question  :  a  true  copy 
ff  signed,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Captor,  or  Prose- 
"  cutor,  or  his  Agent,  to  be  annexed  to  the  Certi- 
•4  ficatcs  for  bounties." 
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This  is  one  of  the  Orders  of  Council,  declared 
ft  to  have  been  found  by  experience  inadequate  !" 
Though  a  more  specific  Regulation  could  not  have 
been  framed.,  it  was  followed  sufficiently  to  obtain 
the  Head-money  from  the  Treasury  for  the  captors, 
no  further ;  let  the  nation  see  the  description  that 
lias  been  given,  the  numbers  returned,  and  the  dis- 
position made  of  every  individual,  as  directed ;  let 
the  Directors  prove  the  Order  has  been  obeyed, 
then  it  will  be  ascertained  what  has  become  of  the 
liberated  Negroes  ;  let  them  shew  where  the  Order 
lias  been  "  inadequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
<(  cases,"  that  will  evince  how  much  more  has  been 
done  than  was  required. 


ANOTHER   O^DER, 

"  All  such  as  are  not  for  his  Majesty's  service  as 

"  soldiers,  seamen,  or  marines,  to  be  apprenticed 

"  in  the  following  manner  : — 1st.  To  prudent  and 

"  humane  masters  and  mistresses,  in  the  same,  or 

\"  tn  other  Colonies;  to  learn  such  trade,  handi- 

' "  crafts,  or  employments,  as  may  seem  most  likely 

•<f  to  gain  them  a  livelihood,  when  their  apprentice- 

<f  ships  have  expired." — This  never  was  complied 

with. 

The  Order  in  continuation.  Cf  Female  Negroes 
"  not  to  be  employed  in  labours  of  agriculture;  to 
<f  be  apprenticed  to  those  of  good  repute  and  huma- 
ff  nity."  They  were  employed  as  slaves  in 


culture,  and  often  apprenticed  to  the  most  worth- 
less. 

Again.  ff  The  masters  and  mistresses  shall  co- 
•f  venant  to  provide  the  apprentices  with  comfort- 
fc  able  food,  clothing1,  and  other  necessaries,  and  not 
*f  to  treat  them  with  severity."  This  was  not  en- 
forced ;  for  when  I  arrived  in  the  Colony,  in  June 
1811,  the  apprentices,  male  and  female,  were  in  a 
state  of  nudity,  the  Collector  (Mr.  Macauley)  did 
not  prevent  this  barbarity.  1  obliged  the  mas- 
ters and  mistresses  to  provide  some  covering  for  their 
Apprentices  when  they  were  sent  into  the  street ; 
and  I  preserved  them  from  continued  and  severe 
chastisement,  by  directing  criminal  prosecutions, 
when  such  abuses  came  to  my  knowledge.  The 
officers,  faithless  to  their  trust,  disregarded  the  Ne- 
groes' sufferings. 


THE    ORDERS    DIRECT. 

"'  To  have  them  instructed  in  the  specified  trade 
{i  or  employment,  and  in  the  Christian  Religion. 
"  and  to  be  baptised,  and  to  attend  public  worship, 
"  and  to  have  the  apprentice  produced  for  inspec- 
fc  tion  ;  and  if  these  stipulations  were  not  complied 
"  with,  the  term  of  apprenticeship  to  cease."  Very 
few  of  them  were  instructed  in  any  trade,  but  none 
in  the  Christian  Religion ;  they  did  not  attend  pub- 
lic worship,  nor  were  they  baptised. 


FURTHER   DIRECTIONS. 

"  The  Collector  annually  to  transmit  to  the  Se- 
c(  cretary  of  State,,  an  accurate  account,  specifying 
(f  the  number,  names,,  sexes.,  and  ages  received  by 
"  him,  enlisted,  apprenticed,  or  otherwise  disposed 
fe  of;  the  names,  descriptions,  and  places  of  abode 
<s  of  their  masters  or  mistresses,  and  the  state  and 
tc  condition  of  the  apprentice."  If  this  has  been 
complied  with,  I  make  no  doubt  the  Directors  will 
obtain  the  Reports  directed  to  be  made  every  31st 
of  December,  to  prove  they  are  not  conniving  at 
the  neglect.  From  those  regular  returns,  we  shall 
ascertain  what  has  been  done  with  every  captured 
Negro  annually :  then  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the 
Superintendent's  statement  of  the  disposal  of  all  the 
captured  Negroes,  amounting  to  5925,  (as  given 
by  the  Institution's  Reports),  can  be  accurately 
proved,  or  positively  denied.  This  will  uphold  in 
one  instance  their  own  professed  determination  to 
lay  before  the  Public  absolute  truth:  besides  the 
benign  Directors  have  always  expressed  such  fine 
feelings  for  the  poor  Negroes,  and  such  an  ardent 
desire  to  have  them  correctly  managed ;  and  as  they 
exultingly  tell  the  Subscribers  and  the  Public,  that 
4C  ryiuch  mere  has  been  done  for  them  than  the 
<f  Regulations  of  the  Crown  requires."  They  will 
take  an  early  opportunity  of  specifically  stating, 
how  they  have  been  disposed  of,  the  extra  advan- 
tages conferred,  and  when  the  boon  was  bestowed. 


The  Report  proceeds  to  observe,  how  <f  defective 
"  the  Regulations  are,  in  not  providing  for  such  as 
<{  are  not  enlisted  or  apprenticed;"  when  the  Re- 
gulations direct,  "  that  they  are  all  to  be  enlisted 
t(  into  his  Majesty's  service,  or  apprenticed  in  the 
"  same,  or  in  some  other  of  his  Colonies/'  I  can- 
not perceive  where  the  Regulations  are  defective, 
or  where,  "  by  their  silence,  they  open  a  wide  door 
"  to  abuse."  The  Directors  have  not  pointed  out 
the  deficiencies,  though  it  would  have  been  becom- 
ing, when  they  attribute  inefficiency  to  the  Council. 
I  do  believe  they  will  require  a  very  "  wide  door1' 
to  be  opened,  by  which  their  proteges  may  escape 
from  censure,  for  the  abuses  they  have  committed 
and  suffered  to  be  committed,  by  disobeying  the 
Orders. 

As  I  have  now  stated  the  Regulations,  I  shall 
exhibit  some  of  the  conduct  pursued  by  the  Officers 
of  the  Crown,  that  it  may  be  compared  with  their 
Orders ;  for  which  purpose  I  shall  give  an  extract 
from  a  Charge  laid  before  the  Secretary  of  State, 
against  Mr.  Kenneth  Macaulay,  the  Superintendent 
of  the  captured  Negroes,  and  the  Collector  of  the 
Customs  at  Sierra  Leone;  and  by  subjoining  a  few 
illustrative  notes,  together  with  what  1  have  before 
written  on  this  subject,  the  Public  will  be  able  fully 
to  estimate  how  "  much  more  has  been  done  for 
•"  the  captured  Negroes'  benefit  than  was  required 
'"  by  the  Crown." 

«  Charge— That   the    aforesaid   Mr.   Kenneth 
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<f  Macaulay  in  his  capacity  of  Superintendant  of 
"  the  captured  Negroes  did  coerce  and  chastise 
"  the  said  Negroes  most  cruelly ;  that  he  allowed 
ff  them,  at  one  time,  to  be  almost  *  starved,  and  at 
""  other  times  suffered  their  Hospital  to  be  most 
<c  shamefully  f  neglected  ;  that  he  permitted  them 
ee  to  stray  away  from  the  Colony  J,  many  of  them  to 
"  be  kidnapped  and  inveigled  from  the  Colony,  and 
:<f  intrusted  them  to  persons  who  sold  §,  or  placed 
<c  them  in  slavery  ;  that  he  ha£  neglected  to  make 
"  suspected  persons,  to  whom  they  were  intrusted, 

*  Capt,  Columbine,  convinced  he  could  not  otherwise  dispose 
of  the  Ferrean  Flour  *  found  in  the  Slave  Vessels  he  had  cap- 
tured, induced  the  Superintendent  to  purchase  it  for  the  Ne- 
groes ;  and  it  was  served  to  them  for  food  even  when  sour,  until 
they  were  almost  famished :  they  were  obliged,  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  life,  to  devour  morbid  offals  wherever  they  could  find 
them,  and  became  so  covered  with  a  wretched  disease  called  the 
Craw-Craws,  that  existence  was  protracted  misery. 

•f-  The  Hospital  was  so  shamefully  neglected  by  Surgeon  Pur- 
die,  that  when  Governor  Maxwell  informed  me  he  was  going  to 
appoint  him  also  Secretary  to  the  Colony,  I  stated  his  improper 
conduct  as  Surgeon;  in  return  for  which  Governor  Maxwell 
gave  him  my  letter  to  sharpen  his  malignity  in  their  fabrications 
against  me ! 

J  In  Governor  Columbine's  administration,  many  captured 
Negroes  fled  from  the  Colony,  many  were  taken  away,  and 
others  hid  themselves  in  the  mountains ;  a  public  whipping  Post 
was  erected,  and  many  of  these  unhappy  creatures  were  un- 
mercifully lashed,  for  merely  seeking  subsistence  in  the  streets* 

§  Woodbine,  the  master  of  a  vessel,  to  whom  some  were 
intrusted,  having  sold  them  in  the  adjacent  Rivers,  returned  td 
the  Colony  and  was  not  punished  ! 

>  ;..4 

*  A  most  wretched  food  made  from  Cassada  rqot,for  ike  Slaves.  . 
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"  account  for  them,  or  to  enforce  the  penalties 
"  against  such  as  had  used  them  ill ;  that  he  has  even 
ff  intrusted  them  to  a  woman  of  infamous  character  *, 
"  who  was  known  to  prostitute  them  in  the  Colony  ; 
"  that  if  he  was  forced  to  account  for  those  deliver- 
<e  edto  his  charge,  (as  he  is  bound  to  do,)  hundreds 
"  would  be  proved  missing  ;  that  he  not  only  suf- 
"  fered  them  to  be  employed  on  the  Governor's 
"  houses  and  farms,  but  employed  numbers  himself 
((  on  his  own  farms  and  plantations,  while  they  were 
(f  maintained  at  the  King's  expense  ;  that  he  was 
"  known  to  have  debauched  many  of  the  girls,  and 
'.'  to  have  lived  with  them  in  the  most  profligate 
"  state,  and  that  he  bartered  the  public  money  with 
"  Governor  Maxwell  for  the  various  things  wanted 
"  in  the  captured  Negro  Department."  Was  it  the 
defective  Regulations  of  the  Crown,  and  the  Orders 
of  Council,  that  produced  all  this  amiable  conduct? 

Mr.  Kenneth  Macaulay  was  in  England  for  two 
months  after  I  had  laid  this  Charge,  with  others, 
against  him  ;  I  presume  if  it  could  have  been  de- 
fended, he  and  the  powerful  friends  of  his  relative 
would  have  insisted  on  impartial  inquiry,  and  have 
prevented  the  stigma ;  he  was  quietly  deprived  of 
his  appointments,  but  considered  by  Mr.  Z. 
Macaulay  as  most  happily  qualified  to  be  his  Agent 
at  Sierra  Leone ;  since  his  return  to  the  Colony,  he 

*  A  Woman  called  Jolliffe  Mary,  serviceable  to  those  in  an. 
thority,  was  suffered  to  keep  those  unfortunate  girls,  for  prosti- 
tution !  i 
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has  again  crept  into  office,,  and  his  services  in  collect- 
ing materials  for  the  benefit  of  the  Institution,  are 
fortunately  continued. 

The  Report  proceeds.  "  In  Captain  Columbine's 
"  administration,  fifteen  hundred  captured  Negroes 
"  were  landed:  one  hundred  entered  his  Majesty's 
({  service,  two  hundred  left  the  Colcmy,  and  twelve 
"  hundred  could  not  be  disposed  of  as  apprentices., 
"  where  there  were  only  three  or  four  hundred  set- 
te  tiers/'  Thus  we  have  an  acknowledgment,  that 
near  fourteen  hundred,  seized  in  an  administration 
which  continued  only  fourteen  months,  cannot  be 
accounted  for.  Every  person  acquainted  with 
Africa  would  acknowledge,  that  a  Negro  could  not 
proceed  ten  miles  beyond  the  Colony  until  he  would 
be  caught  by  the  Natives,  and  thrown  into  slavery ; 
it  is  apparent  from  the  conduct  of  the  executive  offi- 
cers, that  they  considered  the  Negro  was  not  cap- 
tured for  emancipation,  but  to  plunge  him  into 
worse  captivity,  and  that  our  Allies'  property  was 
confiscated,  only  to  gain  head-money  from  our  Trea- 
sury. Was  this  done  to  fulfil  the  intention  of  the 
Legislature,  or  did  it  arise  from  a  defect  in  the  re- 
gulations of  the  Crown,  and  Orders  of  Council  ?  It 
could  not  have  been  the  Governor's  fault,  for  he  was 
the  Manager's  friend;  nor  the  Superintendent's 
neglect,  for  he  was  the  Manager's  near  relative ! ! 

Captain  Thompson  managed  to  distribute  the 
captured  Negroes  happily,  and  settled  them  use^ 
fully,  why  was  his  beneficial  policy  not  followed? 
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In  his  administration,  when  the  Negroes  could 
not  enter  into  his  Majesty's  service,  nor  be  ap- 
prenticed advantageously,  he  placed  them  com- 
fortably on  farms,  and  made  them  serviceable  to 
the  community :  he  did  not  conceive  this  a  heavy 
responsibility ;  he  obeyed  the  direction  of  the  God 
of  Israel  to  the  captives,  4C  *  Build  ye  houses 
"  and  live  in  them,  and  plant  gardens,  and  eat 
"  the  fruit  of  them/'  he  did  not  find  it  frustrate 
the  intentions  of  Parliament,  the  regulations  of 
the  Crown,  or  defeat  the  benevolence  of  England; 
nor  was  he  rebuked  for  it  by  the  Minister. 

It  is  amusing  to  observe  the  plausibility  and  art, 
with  which  the  Manager  labours  to  place  his  little 
objects  in  a  prominent  point  of  view.  By  mis- 
stating the  local  circumstances  of  the  Colony,  he  is 
anxious  to  advance  the  importance  of  the  captured 
Negroes ;  and  then  impose  on  the  Institution,  that 
his  partizans  had  rendered  them  pre-eminently  valu- 
able by  reducing  the  price  of  labour,  and  enviably 
happy  by  giving  them  farms  of  their  own.  In 
page  53  of  the  Ninth  Report,,  it  is  stated,  that 
"  the  captured  Negro  is  considered  more  valuable 
ee  than  the  Krooman;"  whereas  the  Kroomen  are 
as  well-conducted,  useful,  and  frugal  race  of  la- 
bourers as  the  Continent  of  Africa  can  produce : 
there  is  a  constant  supply  of  them ;  and  consider- 
ing the  quantity  of  work  a  Krooman  will  perform  in 
a  day,  when  compared  with  a  captured  Negro,  his 
labour  becomes  much  cheaper. 

*  Jeremiah,  chap.  xxbc.  v.  5. 
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By  the  Report  we  are  informed,  "  the  settler  is 
tc  indisposed  to  farming,  but  partial  to  trading  with 
<c  the  Natives !"  This  was  answered  in  "the Reply." 
The  settler  could  not  be  expected  to  farm,  until  he 
obtained  a  sufficiency  of  good  land,  with  a  secure  title, 
from  the  cultivation  of  which  he  could  provide  a  sub- 
sistence for  his  family  :  the  manager  and  his  friends 
prevented  any  beneficial  attempt  at  raising  provisions 
by  the  settlers  ;  then  complain,  that  there  is  an  in- 
adequate supply  for  the  consumption  of  the  Colony, 
after  having  caused  the  deficiency  themselves,  and 
with  a  view  to  place  the  Negro  above  the  settler, 
the  Directors  applaud  a  proficiency  in  prospective, 
but  the  commencement  of  the  little  that  has  been 
effected,  they  suppress,  lest  the  praise  should  be 
placed  where  deserved,  and  detached  from  their  par- 
tizans. 

Then  it  is  stated,  that  the  fc  women  who  reside 
"  with  the  Negro  soldiers,  are  cleanly,  well 
"  dressed,  and  surpass  the  settlers*  wives,  which 
"  shows  their  proper  feelings,  and  advancement  in 
ee  civilization/'  It  is  true,  since  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Maxwell  turned  trader,  he  has  induced  the 
black  soldiers  to  purchase  some  articles  of  women's 
dress  for  their  temporary  ladies,  but  still  their  dress 
is  very  inconsiderable;  whereas  the  settlers,  their 
wives,  and  whole  families  are  most  respectably 
attired  :  and  if  they  were  indigent  and  inadequately 
clothed,  surely  blame  could  not  attach  to  them  ;  it 
must  fall  on  those,  who  assiduously  kept  them  poor, 
while  they  were  promising  to  make  them  rich. 


15 

Now  the  inconsistency  of  the  Report  'will' be 
more  apparent. 

fc  The  system  of  apprenticing  the  captured  chil- 
<c  dren  was  continued  till  the  year  1813;"  though 
in  two  pages  before  this  assertion  the  Reporter  de- 
clares, "  that  in  Captain  Columbine's  administra- 
te  tion,"  (which  was  immediately  before  the  time 
here  specified)  ff  out  of  fourteen  hundred,  two 
"  hundred  left  the  colony,  and  the  twelve  hundred 
"  could  not  be  disposed  of  amongst  the  settlers/' 
Next,  with  premeditated  deception,  the  Report 
goes  on.  <e  Since  that  time  the  boys  have  settled 
(<  with  their  countrymen  in  the  mountains,  and  the 
(C  girls  have  been  kept  at  school." 

There  is  not  a  semblance  of  truth  in  all  this. 
For  as  the  men  and  boys  were,  by  order  of  Lieut.- 
Col.  Maxwell,  enlisted  in  the  African  Corps,  or  sent 
to  the  recruiting  party  at  Bance  Island ;  the  chil- 
dren could  not  have  been  settled  in  the  mountains 
by  themselves  ;  and  I  will  undertake  to  prove,  that 
not  a  captured  Negro  Girl  was  kept  at  school, 
either  during  or  for  two  years  after  Captain  Colum- 
bine's administration. 

The  Report  continues.  "  Since  1808  between 
fi  eight  and  nine  hundred  have  been  apprenticed ; 
"  the  term  of  apprenticeship  of  most  of  the  adults 
"  bound  in  18 10  and  1811  has  expired,  they  are  sel- 
"  tied  in  the  Colony,  and  find  no  difficulty  in  produc- 
"  ing  a  comfortable  subsistence  by  their  industry." 
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It  is  evident,  from  the  magnitude  of  the  Institution 
Reports,  that  the  Directors  are  not  penurious  in 
publishing  useless  documents,  I  wish  they  would 
casually  give  any  thing  useful  to  elucidate  truth  :  It 
is  not  probable  that  between  eight  and  nine  hundred 
were  apprenticed  conformable  to  the  Order  in 
Council,  where  there  are  only  three  or  four  hundred 
Settlers.  I  defy  the  Directors  to  produce  five  in- 
stances  of  captured  Negroes  whose  apprenticeships 
have  expired,  and  who  are  procuring  a  comfortable 
subsistence  by  their  industry  in  the  Colony.  The 
statements  continue  as  inconsistent  as  untrue. 

(C  We  are  informed  that  the  captured  Negroes 
ec  suffered  at  one  time  great  hardship  at  Bance 
ff  Island,  but  that  the  Settlers  at  Sierra  Leone  are 
"  humane,  and  treat  their  apprentices  so  correctly, 
"  that  many  remain  with  them  after  the  expiration 
"  of  their  term ;  that  the  apprentices  are  well 
fc  clothed  and  clean,  many  can  read,  and  those  that 
((  have  learned  trades  make  considerable  profi- 
"  ciency  ;  in  general,  they  cannot  be  known  even 
f(  from  the  most  decent  of  the  young  Settlers  by 
"  any  inferiority  in  dresss  or  appearance ;  and  as 
"  their  masters  know  the  advantages  derived  from 
"  them,  and  that  by  ill  treatment  they  would  be 
"  deprived  of  them,  there  appears  a  fair  prospect 
"  that  any  inconveniencies  yet  remaining  in  their 
e<  condition  will  gradually  disappear." 

Captain  Hyde,  the  commandant  at  Bance  Island, 
was  a  humane,   correct,  and  active  officer,   who 
5 
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would  not  disgrace  himself  by  suffering  any  human 
being,  under  his  care,  to  be  treated  as  the  Negroes 
were  at  Sierra  Leone  ;  then,  although  the  Directors 
had  before  described  the  Settlers  "  poor,  lazy,  and 
<e  scarely  able  to  procure  a  subsistence  for  them- 
ff  selves,  they  make  them  now  humane,  correct,  in- 
f:  structing  their  Apprentices  well,  keeping  them 
*c  clean,  and  as  well  dressed  as  themselves !  having 
fe  them  taught  to  read,  &c.  &c. ! ! "  In  short,  want 
of  veracity  is  the  only  point  in  which  the  Report  is 
consistent,  for  it  depreciates  as  much  below,  as  it 
extols  above  truth ;  it  is  well  known  what  induced 
even  the  general  covering  of  a  shirt  for  the  cap- 
tured Negro  apprentices,  as  what  restrained  severe 
coercion  ;  and  I  defy  the  Directors  to  give  a  soli- 
tary instance  of  a  captured  Negro  Boy  or  Girl  in 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Maxwell's  administration  that 
could  read  or  write ;  they  have  Mr.  Sutherland 
(their  school-master)  in  the  Colony,  who  can  ascer- 
tain the  fact:  they  close  their  splendid  account 
of  the  treatment  of  the  captured  Negroes  in  Free- 
town, by  referring  the  reader  to  a  Letter  in  tli£ 
Appendix,  from  the  Chief  Surgeon,  in  testimony  of 
the  Superintendant's  good  conduct  to  them. 

As  the  Reporter  carefully  avoids  names  and  dates, 
it  is  necessary  to  state  that  this  Surgeon  was  Mr. 
Robert  Purdie,  the  person  whom  the  Earl  of  West- 
moreland, in  the  House  of  Lords,  so  happily  deno- 
minated <c  The  learned  Surgeon  of  Sierra  Leone,* 
for  he  was  also  Judge,  Secretary,  &c.  &c.  of -that 
Colony;  of  him,  there  is  nothing  on  record  to 

-C 
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prove  that  he  administered  relief,  but  sufficient  to  esta- 
blish that,,  by  neglect,  he  induced  even  death ;  nothing 
to  satisfy,  that  he  extended  the  arm  of  the  Law  for 
protection,  but  sufficient  to  demonstrate  that  he  con- 
stantly exercised  his  own  arm  in  inflicting  the  most 
arbitrary  and  cruel  chastisement,  even  on  infirm 
men  and  pregnant  women,  who  dared  to  approach 
him  with  an  appeal  for  justice  ! — I  was  obliged  tQ 
exhibit  most  severe  charges  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
against  this  Gentleman  ;  but  I  will  not  dwell  on  the 
enormities  of  a  person  who  is  gone  to  account  be- 
fore the  Supreme  Judge,  in  whom  I  trust  (from  un- 
bounded lenity)  he  may  find  salvation,  though  he 
cannot  supplicate, 

,         "  That  Mercy  I  to  others  shew, 
"  That  Mercy  shew  to  me." 

Why  did  not  the  sagacious  Manager  produce 
from  Pandora's  Box,  in  Birchin-lane,  the  affidavit 
of  Rose  Campbell  *,  in  favor  of  his  worthy  relation  ? 
It  would  have  been  as  dignified  and  as  valid  a  re- 
commendation as  Surgeon  Purdie's  letter. 

Ninth  Report,  page  56.  "  The  Directors  will 
<e  now  advert  to  the  situation  of  those  captured 
fc  Negroes  who  have  been  placed  on  farms,  and 
*f  who  may  be  considered  as  incorporated  into  the 

*  Rose  Campbell,  an  abandoned  drunken  woman,  who  had 
prostituted  her  three  daughters,  was  selected  as  the  most  proper 
person  to  be  placed  immediately  over  the  captured  Negroes ; 
and  on  Mr.  Kenneth  Macaulay's  coming  to  England,  he  ob- 
tained a  valuable  certificate  of  his  good  conduct  from  this  de* 
serving  deputy!! 
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**  Settlement.  For  the  two  first  years  after  passing 
<c  the  Abolition  Act,  great  irregularity  seems  to 
te  have  existed,  a  laxity  of  practice  wholly  incon- 
<(  sistentwith  wholesome  obedience  and  progressive 
"  improvement,,  was  permitted.  When  a  better 
<c  system  was  afterwards  adopted,  there  was  a  ne- 
"  cessity  for  more  frequent  punishments  than  would 
fc  otherwise  have  been  required ;  still  it  would  ap- 
<e  pear,  after  the  disorders  alluded  to  had  been  re- 
fc  pressed,  the  captured  Negroes  neither  committed 
"  so  many  crimes,  nor  were  punished  so  often  as 
(C  an  equal  number  of  the  other  classes  in  the  com- 
rc  munity :  at  all  times  they  seem  to  have  enjoyed 
fc  the  same  laws,  privileges,  and  protection  as  the 
(f  other  Colonists.  A  number  of  these  Negroes, 
"  having  been  placed  in  Leicester  Mountain  by 
(C  Governor  Columbine,  were  directed  to  cultivate 
(e  the  land  around,  and  consider  it  as  their  own 
"  property." 

Here  is  the  continued  inconsistency,  and  the  con- 
tinued fallacy,  to  depreciate  merit,  and  to  uphold 
vice.  Through  various  Institution  Reports,  we 
have  heard  of  the  good  conduct  of,  and  to  the  Ne- 
groes; now  we  are  told  of  irregularities  in  them,  and 
laxity  of  fc  practice,  inconsistent  with  wholesome 
f(  obedience  and  progressive  improvement ;  but  by 
"  punishment  they  were  repressed."  Then  we  are 
assured  they  are  much  better  behaved  than  the  old 
Settlers,  and  enjoy  the  protection  of  the  law !  This 
is  to  be  explained  thus  :  Captain  Thompson  must 
be  traduced,  Captain  Columbine  excused,  and  Lieu-< 
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tenant-Colonel  Maxwell  applauded ;  but  as  I  ana 
pledged  to  prevent  deception  as  far  as  my  infor- 
mation will  extend,  I  shall  state  the  truth,  with 
names  and  dates. 

Captain  Thompson,  on  assuming  the  administra- 
tion of  Sierra  Leone,  in  July,  1808,  found  the  cap- 
tured Negroes  in  irons,  was  assured  they  would  de- 
stroy the  Settlers,  and  take  the  Colony :  he  instantly 
broke  their  fetters,  gave  them  muskets  and  ball  car- 
tridges, walked  with  them  to  Leicester  Mountain,  re- 
mained there  until  they  were  established  on  farms  ; 
and  having  supplied  them  with  food,  clothes,  tools, 
seeds,  and  plants,  he  informed  them,  that  provisions 
would  be  allowed  by  the  Crown  for  one  year,  after 
which  he  expected  they  would  completely  supply 
themselves  by  their  industry,  and  no  longer  continue 
a  burden  on  England.  This  was  the  first  effort  at 
cultivation,  and  the  first  attempt  ever  made  to  give 
independence  to  the  Settlers,  and  consequence  to 
the  Settlement. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  1809,  he  opened  a  public 
road  from  Leicester  Mountain  to  the  Hogbrook, 
laid  the  foundation-stone  for  the  town  of  Kingston 
on  that  Brook,  and  encouraged  the  Negroes  who 
cut  the  road  to  form  a  small  Hamlet  at  the  foot  of 
the  Mountain ;  so  that  he  established  three  Settle- 
ments almost  at  the  commencement  of  his  adminis- 
tration. He  conciliated  the  Native  Powers,  even 
to  the  interior  of  Africa ;  he  animated  the  Settlers 
with  the  energy  of  British  subjects,  and  elevated  a 
tributary  Factory  into  the  importance  of  a  Kingly 
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Government.  He  is  at  present  engaged  in  the  India 
%var ;  and  if  he  falls  in  the  field  of  honor,  may  it 
sooth  the  last  pang  of  departing  life,  to  know,  that 
he  has  left  one  friend  on  his  native  shore,  who  will 
vindicate  his  merit  from  detraction,  and  his  fame 
from  malignity. 

On  the  10th  of  February,  1810,  Captain  Colum- 
bine commenced  his  administration.  Premedi- 
tatedly  avaricious,  he  disregarded  the  means  of  ac- 
cumulation. The  Superintendent  of  captured  Ne- 
groes became  the  abettor  of  his  covetousness,  pur- 
chased from  his  captured  slave  ships  damaged 
Ferrean  flour,  and  caused  it  to  be  distributed  for 
sustenance  to  the  poor  creatures,  liberated  by  the 
law,  and  promised  the  King's  protection ;  the  whip- 
ping-post was  erected  to  suppress  complaint,  while 
lamentation  resounded  from  the  shore  to  the  fort ! — 
The  victim  fled,  indifferent  whether  he  was  to  en- 
counter interminable  slavery,  or  precipitate  death ! 
Here  is  the  solution  of  the  fourth  item  of  the  Su- 
perintendant's  Report,  (published  by  the  Institution) 
"  Left  the  Colony,  419." 

I  have  now  shewn  by  whom  the  captured  Negroes 
were  originally  settled  on  farms,  and  stated  the  real 
conduct  of  the  Governor,  whom  the  Directors  pre^ 
sume  to  tell  the  public,  '/  had  first  directed  the  Ne- 
f(  groes  to  cultivate  the  Leicester  Mountain,  and  to 
"  consider  it  their  own  property,  giving  them  tools, 
"  seed,  and  rations,"  &c.  &c.  and  that  he  only  in- 
flicted punishment  to  cause  "  wholesome  obedi- 
^  ence/'  and  extended  "privilege  and  protection;'* 
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and  the  lash  of  his  Boatswain  administered  the 
law ! 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1811,  Lieutenant -Colon el 
Maxwell  commenced  his  administration.  His  prin- 
cipal design  was  to  augment  the  African  corps  into 
a  most  lucrative  battalion,  that  he  might  secure  a 
powerful  patron  in  its  Colonel,  and  to  affect  zeal 
in  the  King's  service,  by  procuring  Recruits  for  the 
West  India  regiments  ;  but  all  attention  to  the 
Negroes'  comforts,  to  their  Apprenticeship,  to  their 
cultivating  land  for  themselves,  or  attaining  instruc- 
tion of  any  sort,  was  irrelevant  to  the  objects  of 
his  consideration.  When  the  African  corps  was 
completed  to  eleven  Companies,  and  the  West  Inr 
dian  depot  supplied  with  captured  Negroes,  some- 
thing new  was  to  be  invented  to  give  him  fresh  re- 
putation. Captain  Thompson's  plans,  which  were 
decried,  and  his  Settlements,  which  were  termed 
"  wild  speculations/'  because  he  icould  not  aid  the 
general  system  of  misrepresentation,  are  now 
esteemed  wise  improvements,  and  are  asserted  to  be 
the  offspring  of  those  who  did,  and  do,  aid  that 
system. 

The  Institution  attribute  the  Settlement  in  Lei- 
cester Mountain  to  Captain  Columbine,  though  it 
had  been  established  before  he  arrived  in  the  Co- 
lony. To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maxwell  they  give 
the  credit  of  forming  the  minor  Settlement  in  that 
Mountain,  and  of  the  promising  Village  at  the 
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Hogbrook,  which  Captain  Thompson  had  also 
marked  out.  The  Cabenda  Settlement,  which  was 
formed  by  the  captured  Negroes  from  Cabenda, 
who  fled  from  oppression,  and  settled  themselves, 
is  also  attributed  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maxwell. 
Then  a  rhapsody  is  introduced  into  the  Report,  to 
delude  the  public  :  <e  The  Negroes  consider  it  a 
ff  great  privilege  to  have  land  of  their  own ;" 
though  all  they  possessed  was  at  the  will  and  plea- 
sure of  the  Governor,  for  not  one  of  the  Negroes 
ever  obtained  a  regular  Grant  of  Land ! 

Again,  the  Report  states,  that  <f  they  are  all  re- 
"  gularly  united  in  marriage,  and  remain  perfectly 
"  constant."  It  is  true,  there  has  been  a  mockery 
of  the  marriage  ceremony  several  times  exhibited  ; 
it  has  been  read  in  a  language  not  understood,  and 
never  attended  to,  for  wives  were  changed  at  plea- 
sure, even  for  a  supposed  deficiency  in  cooking  rice! 
and  as  many  kept  as  the  soldiers  could  procure  ra- 
tions to  support. 

The  Report  proceeds — f(  They  have  additional 
<c  agricultural  tools,  all  are  well  dressed,  and  have 
"  money  ;  have  every  protection  of  the  law ;  apply 
ge  to  the  Courts  for  redress.  Governor  Maxwell  be- 
"  gan  the  system  of  clothing  them  even  from  the 
<e  first,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  Colonists, 
"  ordering  clothes  for  them  on  his  own  responsibi- 
"  lity  from  England."  This  is  admirable !  as  if 
he  could  not  have  obtained  clothes  for  them  in 
Sierra  Leone,  at  Mr.  Macaulay's  shop,  or  from  half 
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who  were  accustomed  to  supply  the  Colonists  with 
clothing  ! 

To  solve  this  liberal  responsibility  incurred  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Maxwell,  it  is  necessary  to  state 
the  fact ;  he  had  been  taken  into  the  King's  service, 
from  a  clerkship  in  the  India  House,  and,  when  op^ 
portunity  offered,  he  thought  it  advisable  to  employ 
the  acquirements  of  his  youth,  for  the  profit  of  his 
age ;  no  one  understood  better  the  value  of  clothes, 
bafts,  romals,  cheloes,  bedjudapants,  &c.  &c.  and 
he  knew  how  to  procure  them  in  the  cheapest  way  ; 
he  therefore  represented  to  those  in  power,  the  cen- 
surable extortion  of  the  colonial  shop-keepers,  and 
that  he  could  obtain  the  necessary  clothing  from 
England  more  reasonably  than  he  could  purchase 
them  in  the  Colony  ;  accordingly  he  imported  such 
articles  as  would  answer  for  the  captured  Negroes, 
free  of  duty,  and  then  disposed  of  them  to  Govern- 
ment at  as  high  a  price  as  any  other  trader  would 
have  demanded,  and  at  a  much  greater  profit  to 
himself;  but,  he  did  not  do  this  "  from  the  first ;" 
nor,  did  he  as"Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief, 
hold  the  dignified  situation  of  Chief-trader  until  he 
was  a  long  time  in  the  Colony ;  as  to  the  Negroes 
having  (( money  in  their  pockets  ai)d  their  wives  being 
<f  clothed/'  Governor  Max\yell  sold  ladies  dresses,  and 
there  must  have  been  money  to  procure  them ;  that 
they  may  have  been  allowed  more  rations,  more 
tools,  more  seed,  and  built  houses,  I  do  not  doubt, 
for  Governor  Maxwell  sold  rice,  and  yams,  and  tq.Ql.gj ; 
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and  nails  and  pots,  and  various  articles  for  house- 
hold use.  However  to  state  that,  "the  captured 
"  Negroes  supplied  the  market  with  provisions, 
"  and  the  town  with  fuel ;  that  their  houses  are  as 
""  good,  themselves  and  wives  as  well  dressed  ;  that 
'•"  they  drank  less  spirits,  and  are  better  conducted 
(C  than  the  Settlers,"  is  all  not  only  untrue,  but  this 
attempt  to  elevate  the  Negro  and  degrade  the  Set* 
-tier,  is  impolitic,  unjust,  false  and  ungrateful. 

As  to  the  captured  Negroes  cc  feeling  their  own 
<c  independence,  applying  to  the  Court  for  redress, 
"  and  having  the  privilege  and  protection  of  British 
"  Law,"  I  never  heard  of  one  of  those  poor  crea- 
tures feeling  his  own  ff  independence,"  or  having 
brought  an  action  for  redress.  Governor  Maxwell 
considered  the  captured  Negroes  under  his  authority 
solely ;  he  sent  them  to  prison,  and  ordered  them 
out  of  prison  arbitrarily,  and  compelled  them  to 
work  on  his  own  farms,  turned  them  from  their 
little  cultivations,  and  seized  on  their  improvements 
for  his  own  advantage,  as  he  pleased ;  he  was  judge 
in  all  their  disputes,  and  his  Secretary,Surgeon  Pur- 
die,  kept  a  horse-whip,  and  with  that  or  his  fists,  ex- 
ercised manual  chastisement,  and  ordered  them  to 
gaol  or  labour  at  his  pleasure  ! ! 

From  this  accurate  view  of  the  actual  situation  of 
the  captured  Negroes,  (every  part  of  which  I  am  at 
all  times  ready  to  prove)  the  public  may  judge  of 
the  liberal  responsibility,  the  benevolent  and  disin- 
terested conduct,  of  those  abettors  of  the  old  system 
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of  general  misrepresentation,  of  the  unhappy,  op- 
pressed, and  unprotected  state  in  which  the  captured 
Negroes  have  been  placed,  and  how  much  more 
has  been  afforded  to  their  comfort  than  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Crown  required  ;  and  also  (as  the  Anti- 
Jacobin  Review  of  August,  1815,  boldly  points  out) 
of  "  the  false  pretences  by  which  the  African  Insti- 
(e  tution  seek  to  accomplish  their  ends,  and  by 
«  which  they  have  already,  we  lament  to  say, 
cc  duped  his  Majesty's  Government,  and  deceived  a " 
"  great  part  of  the  British  community." 

Though  I  have  exposed  the-ir  unfounded  state- 
tnents,  and  their  fabricated  documents ;  still  they  are 
unblushingly  brought  forward  again  and  again  with 
the  same  confident  assertion,  and  with  the  same  utter 
disregard  of  proof !!  But  as  the  Reviewer,  just  quoted, 
remarks,  "  The  Abolitionists  have  so  long  been  ac- 
"  customed  to  have  their  dicta  received  as  admitted 
"  truths,  and  have  ultimately  succeeded  in  enlist- 
"  ing  prejudice  so  strongly  on  their  side  that  they 
Cf  have  ceased  to  think  proofs  necessary !" — They 
positively  act,  as  if,  sanctity  of  character,  could  li- 
cence fabrication  ! ! 

The  Directors  of  the  Institution,  publish  again, 
quote  again,  and  rest  again  upon  that  heterogeneous 
mixture  of  Mr.  Kenneth  Macaulay's,  called  a 
"  General  Statement  of  the  disposal  of  the  captured 
"  Negroes  received  into  the  Colony,  of  Sierra 
'?  Leone."  This  Statement  is  not  given  on  oath,  but 
represented  as  handed  to  Governor  Maxwell,  to  be 
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handed  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  be  handed  to 
the  African  Institution,  to  be  handed  to  the  public. 
It  was  first  printed  in  the  little  Report  of  the  28th 
of  February,  (made  convenient  for  distribution  by 
post)  and  I  instantly  exposed  it  a  Preface  to  the 
3d  edition  of  my  Letter  to  Mr.  Wilberforce ;  yet  it 
is  now  published  again  in  the  Ninth  Report,  as  if  the 
items  of  that  Statement  had  been  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree proved!  The  Regulations  of  the  Crown  re- 
quire a  Report  most  specific  from  the  Superintendent 
of  captured  Negroes,  on  oath,  on  the  31st  of  De- 
cember in  every  year  ;  yet  this  solitary  instance  of 
any  Return,  incredible,  from  its  formation,  and  of- 
ficially objectionable  from  its  inconformity  with  the 
Order  in  Council  of  March,  1808,  is  not  made  on 
path.  This  fabricated,  delusive  and  defective  Re- 
port from  the  Superintendant  was  rendered,  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  enquiry  into  abuses,  to  conceal 
the  number  of  captured  Negroes,  who  have  been, 
carried  from  the  Colony  and  plunged  into  slavery, 
and  to  deceive  the  nation  with  an  idea  that  num- 
bers of  these  ppor  creatures  are  happily  placed  as 
<f  Apprentices,  safely  restored  to  their  native  homes, 
"  comfortably  independent  on  farms  of  their  own/' 
or  (( receiving  their  education  at  school."^ 

All  this  fabrication  the  Directors  support  by  declar- 
ing "  they  contemplate  with  great  satisfaction  the 
"  manifest  progress  of  these  people  in  civilization  and 
f '  the  arts  of  social  life,  that  it  could  hardly  be  believed 
"  possible,  that  wretched  creatures  drawn  from  the 
"  bold  of.  a  Steve  Ship,  relieved  from  fetters,  and  the 
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ff  lowest  extremely  of  degradation  and  misery,  should 
«  in  a  few  months  become  so  comfortable  and  use- 
"  fid."  How  disgraceful  and  immoral  to  support 
the  most  vicious  conduct,  and  unqualified  falsehoods, 
by  such  puerile  acquiescence,,  and  declamatory  de- 
light at  Utopian  improvements,,  and  ideal  happiness, 
where  wretchedness  uniformly  pervades ! 

Then  to  impose  on  His  Majesty's  Treasury  that 
an  immense  number  of  Negroes  were  supported  at 
the  expence  of  the  Crown,  the  Superintendant  states 
that  **  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  seven" 
captured  Negroes  were  in  the  Colony  at  one  time, 
and  the  Ninth  Report  of  the  Institution  declares  that 
in"  July,  1814,  "one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
"  thirty, "  were  victualled  at  the  expence  of 
England. 

When  Captain  Thompson  placed  the  captured 
Negroes  on  farms,  he  only  allowed  them  one 
year's  provision,  after  which  they  were  to  supply 
themselves,  and  they  proved  their  industry  by  con- 
forming to  his  regulations.  During  Lieut.-Colonel 
Maxwell's  administration  the  captured  Negro-Men 
and  grown  Boys  were  placed  in  the  Army  and 
Navy ;  the  Women,  who  lived  with  the  Soldiers, 
had  a  ration  a  day  from  the  Commissary,  the  old 
Men  and  some  Children  were  paid  for  labour  on  the 
Public  Works,  some  few  Boys  were  Apprenticed, 
and  such  Girls,  Boys,,  and  others,  worked  for  Go- 
vernor Maxwell,  and  Mr.  Kenneth  Macaulay  as 
they  required;  how  then,  could  "  1330"  remain  to 
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be  victualled  by  the  Crown  in  July,  1814?  Govern- 
ment, I  have  no  doubt,  will  (now  the  truth  is  known) 
see  the  necessity  of  having  the  vast  expence  of  this 
burthensome  Colony  carefully  examined.,  and  stop 
the  profligate  and  useless  expenditure,  particularly 
in  the  captured  Negro  Department. 

The  Directors  proceed  in  their  Report :  "  It 
"  seems  necessary  on  the  present  occasion  to  add 
"  some  information  on  the  condition  of  the  females 
"  in  particular :  it  appears  to  have  been  a  rule 
"  never  to  have  apprenticed  any  of  them  in  a  fa- 
ef  mily  where  there  was  no  female,  and  when  they 
"  were  too  numerous,  or  did  not  experience  proper 
"  treatment  and  instruction  from  their  masters  and 
"  mistresses,  they  were  sent  to  school  to  acquire 
"  arts  which  might  be  useful  to  them  in  life.  Un- 
"  til  1812  the  school  was  but  small,  after  the  Congo 
"  Girls  were  brought,  it  gradually  increased ;  not- 
(c  withstanding  all  these  precautions,  that  some  of 
<c  the  females  have  conducted  themselves  ill,  will 
f.f  not  surprise  those  conversant  with  human  nature, 
<(  especially  as  it  exists  in  Africa." 

First,  there  was  no  such  rule  ever  observed ; 
Secondly,  the  female  Negroes  were  made  to  remain 
with  Governor  Maxwell,  and  Superintendant  Ma- 
caulay,  (both  Bachelors)  in  any  number  desired! 
Thirdly,  they  were  not  sent  to  School,  nor  did 
they  acquire  any  knowledge  of  Arts  which  could 
be  useful  to  them  in  life :  Fourthly,  as  many  of 
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the  Congtf  People  as  cmild  get  away  from  the 
to"wn,  fled  to  the  Mountains,  and  settled  themselves, 
ft$  the  natives  of  Cabenda  had  done  formerly  : 
Fifthly,  the  Females  did  not  misconduct  themselves 
because  of  the  state  of  fe  Human  Nature  as  it 
"  exists  in  Africa,"  (for  chastity  is  as  carefully 
preserved  in  Africa  as  in  Europe,  it  is  the  sole 
marriage-portion  throughout  most  parts  of  the  Con- 
tinent, and  scrupulously  attended  to) ;  but,  because 
they  were  debauched  where  they  ought  to  have  been 
protected,  culpably  neglected  where  they  ought  to 
have  been  instructed,  and.,  on  their  first  landing  in 
the  Colony,  thrown  into  a  Barrack  where  there  was 
a  promiscuous  intercourse  between  the  sexes  day 
and  night ! !  I  have  already  declared  in  a  former 
Publication,  that fe  there  was  nothing  too  base  for 
"  palliation,  nothing  too  disgraceful  for  defence ; 
"  every  thing  valuable,  and  every  person  estimable 
<f  would  be  sacrificed  to  the  supporters  of  a  per- 
"  nicious  system ;"  of  this  we  have  now  additional 
proof,  for  the  Directors  proceed  with  their  Re- 
port ;  ec  on  the  whole,  it  affords  the  Directors  very 
"  considerable  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  state,  that 
"  much  appears  to  have  been  done  for  the  pre- 
"  sent  comfort  and  future  prosperity  of  the  cap- 
"  tured  Negroes  in  the  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone, 
fe  that  they  have  been  treated  by  the  Government  in 
<f  a  kind  and  liberal  manner,  that  those  appointed 
"  to  superintend  them  have  carefully  watched  over 
"  their  interests,  and  protected  them  from  in- 
"  jury." 


31 

Let  the  persons  interested  in  the  cause  of  Africa, 
humanity,  abolition,  purity  and  truth,  only  consi- 
der the  answer  I  have  given  to  the  Institution  Re- 
port of  February  last,  the  futile  efforts  that  have 
been  made  to  refute  my  original  Statement  in  my 
Letter  to  Mr.  Wilberforcc,  the  vicious  attempts  to 
calumniate  me  by  Mr.  Macaulay's  Letter,  and  by 
the  Special  Report,  the  replies  I  have  given  to 
them,  the  exposures  they  have  produced,  and  the 
sacrifice  I  have  become  to  humanity  and  truth,  and 
they  may  then  judge  of  what  affords  the  Directors 
satisfaction,  what  has  been  done  for  the  com- 
fort and  prosperity  of  the  captured  Negroes, 
and  the  kind  and  liberal  manner  in  which  they 
have  been  treated  by  those  appointed  to  super- 
intend their  interests,  and  to  protect  them  from 
injury ! ! 

The  arcanum  of  the  proceedings  of  the  African 
Institution,  must  be  a  little  disclosed: — I  have 
stated  already,  that  the  same  dignified  personage 
managed  the  Sierra  Leone  Company  who  has  di- 
rected the  Institution,  and  that  he  was  also  the  chief 
compiler  of  their  Reports.  He  induces  the  formation 
of  the  Board  and  Committee,  produces  some  plau- 
sibly manufactured  statement,  and  it  passes  to  the 
Public  as  an  approved  Report;  but  at  this  important 
crisis  (lest  the.  collection  of  fabricated  materials 
from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maxwell,  Mr.  Kenneth 
Macaulay,  and  Mr.  Surgeon  Purdie,  the  trio  in 
pari  delicto  might  not  prove  sufficient)  the  personal 
informatioa  gf  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maxwell,  and 
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Mr.  K.  Macaulay,  as  "  eye  witnesses/'  is  called  forth. 
Those  very  persons  who  had  defeated  benevolence, 
and  accumulated  wealth,  by  the  miseries  they  had 
produced,  are  now  constituted  evidence  to  satisfy 
enquiry,  and  promote  applause  to  their  own  profli- 
gacy !  If  the  Directors  could  have  produced  one 
respectable  and  disinterested  eye-witness  for  their 
purpose,  would  they  not  have  given  his  examina- 
tion and  his  name  ?  Did  they  examine  the  Ma- 
roons, (a  deputation  from  Sierra  Leone  to  complain 
to  Government  of  Governor  Maxwell's  public  con- 
duct) who  were  four  months  in  London  ?  I  did 
examine  them,  and  also  sent  them  the  Ninth  Insti- 
tution Report,  and  possess  their  written  remarks 
upon  the  margin  of  that  fallacious  compilation. 
The  Manager  knows  many  who  were  "  eye-wit- 
ce  nesses,"  that  could  be  brought  forward,  and 
would  prove  every  Statement  I  have  made.  He 
also'  knows  the  Colony  would  bear  attestation  to  the 
truth  of  every  line  I  have  written,  else  why  not 
send  a  Commission  there,  to  receive  open  and  im- 
partial testimony,  that,  if  possible,  my  allegations 
might  be  fairly  disproved  ? 

Why  will  certain  individuals,  belonging  to  the' 
Society  of  Quakers,  continue  their  listless  credulity  ? 
Is  there  no  recollection  of  George  Fox,  and  Wil- 
liam Edmonson  remaining  ?  Has  the  zeal  of  Dill- 
wyn,  Hoare,  Harrison,  Lloyd  and  Wood  quite 
evaporated?  or  are  the  pure  principles  of  their 
sect  forgotten,  by  those  who  dangle  after  the  great, 
or  seek  in  the  clamour  of  Public  Meetings  to  catch 
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H  particle  of  popularity  ?  the  spell  must  .soon  be 
dissolved,  for  the  light  of  truth  is  now  too  strong, 
to  be  extinguished,  by  the  lustre  of  great  names. 

Having  gone  through  the  Manager's  pernicious 
misrepresentations  of  the  treiatment  of  the  captured 
Negroes,  and  shewn  {C  how  much  more"  has  been 
effected  for  their  benefit,  than  \vas  required  by  the 
orders  and  regulations  given  by  the  Crown,  to  their 
officers  abroad,  for  the  care  of  these  Captives ;  I 
shall  notice  other  subjects  which  have  been  men- 
tioned concerning  Sierra  Leone. 

I  was  happy,  some  time  since,  to  congratulate  the 
Institution,  that  after  eight  years  promise  and  delu- 
sion   concerning  schools,    and   the  civilization   of 
Africa,    by    great  exposure    of  their    unfulfilled 
professions,    they  were   stimulated  to   one  effort, 
and  did  send   out  Mr.  and    Mrs.  Sutherland    to 
superintend  the  male  and  female  school,  but  before 
an  account  of  the  safe  arrival  of  these  persons  in 
the  Colony,  was  received,  those  liberal  composers  of 
Reports  declare  to  the  Public,  "  that  they  trust  as 
"  vacancies  occur,  these  persons  may  be  put  on 
f<  the  Government  establishment  for  education  at 
ef  Sierra   Leone,   and  thus  while  they  contribute 
ee  powerfully  to  extend  knowledge  and  civilization 
"  in  Africa,  cease  to  burden  the  funds  of  the  Insli- 
"  tution."     We  have  here  the  beginning  and  end- 
ing of  the  performance  of  their  professions  to  ex- 
tend knowledge  and   civilization   in   Africa,  here 
closes  their  display  "  about  schools  for  the  Arabic 
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f%  and  Soosoo  languages,  their  schools,  with  farms 
^  attached  to  them,  &c.  &c.  that  when  the  captured 
(C  Negroes  had  finished  their  education  under  their 
"  care,,  they  might  carry  to  their  native  country, 
"  the  arts  and  sciences,,  and  diffuse  civilization 
£f  over  that  benighted  Continent/'  Thus  we  view 
their  benevolence,  in  promise,,  full  and  flowing, 
in  performance,  a  drop-like  bounty,  lingering  as  it 
falls,  and  drying  without  impression. 

The  Directors  next  inform  the  Public  of  their 
sending  "  a  quantity  of  Vaccine  Matter,  and 
t(  strongly  soliciting  Lieutenant-Colonel  *  M'Carty, 
"  the  acting  Governor,  to  afford  his  influence  and 
"  protection  to  this  effectual  and  harmless  preven- 
fc  tive  against  one  of  the  most  virulent  diseases 
"  incident  to  mankind."  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr. 
Vanneck  took  Vaccine  Matter  to  Sierra  Leone  in 
1808 ;  and  though  this  valuable  discovery,  has  been 
nearly  ten  years  in  the.  Colony,  and  the  Settlers, 
and  even  some  of  the  Kroomen  have  long  since 
been  vaccinated,  the  Directors  discover  they  ought 
to  claim  the  merit  of  its  introduction ! 

Again,  they  make  a  display  of  the  avidity,  with 
which  they  seize,  on  every  circumstance,  that  can 

*  It  is  amusing  to  observe  the  skill  displayed  by  the  Ma- 
nager in  designating  Governor  McCarthy,  acting  Governor, 
which  he  never  was,  to  conceal,  the  removal  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Maxwell  from  the  Government;  but  the  Reports  re- 
gularly confer  titles,  to  which,  there  is  no  pretension,  and  with- 
hold them,  where  there  is  legal  right. 
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possibly  be  wrested  to  their  own  praise.  The  Re- 
port states,  that  Cf  the  Directors  availed  themselves 
"'  of  the  permission  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admi- 
"  ralty  to  send  the  copper  coin  which  has  been  pre- 
"  pared  for  the  use  of  the  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone, 
"  on  board  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Ariel,  free  of 
"  expence  to  the  Institution.  About  45, 000  pieces 
"  of  copper  money,  stamped  with  an  appropriate 
"  device,  were  sent  by  this  opportunity/* 

It  becomes  necessary  to  inform  the  Public  of  the 
whole  truth  of  this  copper  transaction.  The  Court 
of  Vice- Admiralty  in  August,  1811,  finding  that  the 
Slave  ships  were  purchased  and  turned  instantly, 
after  condemnation,  into  the  Slave  Trade  again, 
ordered  the  vessels  to  be  dismantled  of  all  articles, 
used  for  feeding,  or  coercing  Slaves,  and  con- 
demned them  to  the  Crown.  The  King's  Store 
House  became  loaded  with  the  copper  Boilers  from 
the  Slaves  ships ;  these  were  ordered  home,  con- 
verted into  coin,  and  have  now  been  returned  to 
the  Colony  in  a  King's  ship ;  thus  the  Managers 
ostentatiously  set  this  transaction  forth,  as  if  they 
were  making  a  present  of  45,000  pieces  of  coin 
to  the  Colony,  and  had  caused  the  original  condem- 
nation of  the  copper!  their  own  claim  to  any 
merit  is  burlesque — their  greediness  to  arrogate  the 
right  of  others,  contemptible. 

The  Ninth  Report,  page  38,  declares,  (f  that 
fc  upon  a  full  consideration  of  Brodie,  Cooke,  and 
"  Dunbar's  case,  a  free  pardon  was  granted  to 
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rr  them  by  the  Prince  Regent,  not  from  any  doubt 
"  of  their  guilt,  and  their  consequent  liability  to 
fc  punishment,,  but  because  the  offence  having 
"  been  committed  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
<c  Colony,  they  had  been  tried  at  Sierra  Leone,  by 
f<  an  incompetent  tribunal ;  the  proceedings  were 
fc  therefore  held  to  be  corum  non  judice,  and 
<c  therefore  void,  on  this  account  a  pardon  was 
fc  properly  granted  to  them." 

The  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  did  not  consider 
the  guilt,  nor  the  innocence  of  those  men ;  they 
could  not  consider  it,  because  the  evidence  was  not 
before  them.  Why  will  the  Directors  so  unfeelingly 
and  unjustifiably  pronounce,  that  there  was  no 
doubt  of  their  guilt  ? 

I  feel  myself  called  upon,  injustice  to  state  what 
I  know  of  Mr.  Brodie;  (of  Cooke  and  Dunbar  I 
know  nothing.)  Mr.  Brodie,  willingly  consented  to 
come  from  the  Soosoo  Nation  to  Sierra  Leone  in 
1812,  and  gave  candid  testimony  on  the  trial  of 
Mr.  Samo,  when  indicted  for  Slave-trading.  As 
Mr.  Brodie  had  not  been  in  the  King's  Dominions 
from  early  youth,  he  took  the  Oath  of  Allegiance, 
publicly  renounced  all  connexion  with  the  Slave 
Trade,  and  faithfully  promised  on  his  return  to  the 
Soosoo  Nation,  that  he  would  use  all  his  influence  to 
induce  others  to  do  the  same. 

By  His  Majesty's  ship  Ariel,  in  October,  1814,  I 
received  letters,  from  very  respectable  gentlemen 
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at  Sierra  Leone,  giving  me  a  detailed  account  of 
Mr.  Brodie's  trial,  at  which  they  were  present ;  and 
Mr.  Brodie  having  addressed  a  very  feeling  letter  to 
me,  from  the  gaol  at  Portsmouth,,  declaring  his  in- 
nocence and  sufferings,  and  claiming  my  protec- 
tion, as  Chief  Justice  of  the  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone, 
I  prevailed  on  an   intelligent  gentleman,  (who  is 
always  active  in  the  cause  of  humanity)  to  proceed 
to  Portsmouth,  minutely   examine  into   Mr.   Bro- 
die's case,  and  relieve  his  sufferings  if  possible; 
this   trust  he    executed  with    much  ability*    and 
prepared  the  Petitions  to  the  Prince  Regent,  which 
produced  the  pardon  of  Mr.  Brodie,  and  his  fellow- 
sufferers. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Evidence  sent  to  me,  no- 
thing appeared  to  shew  that  Mr.  Brodie  had  violated 
his  promise  of  renouncing  the  Slave  Trade. 

Surely  the  Directors  were  not  present  at  the  trial 
of  this  unfortunate  man,  nor  had  they  an  authentic 
Report  of  the  evidence  produced  from  a  compe- 
tent and  impartial  person :  was  not  their  informa- 
tion derived  from  the  author  of  the  depredations,  or 
his   coadjutors?    was   not    their   Report  received 
from  the  Oracle  who  pronounced  the  illegal  sen- 
tences ?  had  not  the  Directors  a  superabundance  of 
that  man's  vicious  compositions,  too  disgusting  for 
the  Manager's  malice,  and  too  virulent  for  his  cou- 
rage ?  how  such  truly  estimable  men  can  suffer  their 
names,  to  sanction  such  depravity,  is  astonishing : 
let  them  only  enquire  into  the  conduct  exhibited, 
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and  the  evidence  produced  on  this  trial,  and  they 
\yill  abhor  the  credulity,,  that  could  have  induced 
them  o  stigmatize  this  unhappy  man. 

The  Morning-  Chronicle  and  Times  Newspapers 
inform  the  nation,  that  Mr.  Wilberforce  had  as- 
serted in  the  House  of  Commons,  cc  that  the  con- 
fe  victions  of  Brodie,  Cook,  and  Dunbar,  took  place 
(f  from  a  precedent  of  mine,  and  that  I  had  pro- 
<r  nounced  sentence  of  transportation,  in  a  similar 
"  case." 

When  the  first  instance  occurred  of  seizing  per- 
sons for  Slave  Trading  (Messrs.  Samo  and  Hickson) 
in  Foreign  Dominions,  and  dragging  them  to  Sierra 
Leone,  I  rebuked  the  outrage,  and  refused  to  ad- 
judge any  punishment,  having  declared  to  the  Go- 
vernor, I  wag  not  Authorised  by  law  to  do  go  :  did 
this  make  a  precedent  ? 

The  only  instance  of  my  having  pronounced  a 
sentence  of  transportation,  comformably  to  the  51st. 
George  Jll.  c.  23,  was  on,  a  person,  receiving  Go- 
vernment pay,  as  assistant  Surgeon  to  the  Recruit- 
ing Party  from  the  West  India  Regiments,  who 
committed  the  act  of  selling  Slaves  in  a  British  Fort 
in  our  possession,  subordinate  to,  and  under  the 
command  of  the  Governor  of  Sierra  Leone, 

This  case  of  Slave-trading  in  our  own  Territories, 
and  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Colony,  is  with 
the  usual  adherence  to  truth,  publicly  declared  to 
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be  a  "  precedent/1  and  a  "  similar  case"  to  that  of 
Brodie,  Cooke,  and  Dunbar,  who  were  illegally 
seized  in  Foreign  Dominions,  charged  with  Slave- 
trading  in  those  territories,  dragged  before,  and 
sentenced  to  transportation,  by  a  Court  without 
competent  Jurisdiction ! ! 

Mr.  Wilberforce,  in  the  Report  of  the  same  de- 
bate, is  made  to  say,  "  that  Brodie  was  found  guilty 
"  on  the  clearest  evidence,  and  deserved  the  se- 
<f  verest  punishment !"  How  individuals  can  dis- 
grace themselves,  degrade  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  pervert  its  privileges,  is  astonishing !  It  never 
could  be  the  intention  of  those  privileges  to  allow 
Members  of  the  House,  with  impunity,  to  traduce 
private  character,  to  attach  guilt  to  an  individual 
who  was  not  present  to  defend  himself,  had  no  inti- 
mation of  such  an  attack,  and  without  power  of  pre- 
venting the  calumny,  from  being  dispersed  over  the 
world.  Is  this  acting  according  to  the  divine  pre- 
cept, "  do  unto  others  as  you  would  they  should  do 
"  unto  you?"  But  suppose  Mr.  Brodie  a  Member 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  retorting  thus  ; 

"  In  infancy  I  was  sent  to  Africa,  instructed  to  con- 
"  sider  the  Slave  Trade  legal  and  just,  and  I  assisted 
"  those  who  were  embarked  in  it ;  but  when  I  attained 
"  manhood,  I  had  scarcely  any  concern  in  it,  as  I 
"  never  exported  Slaves ;  and  when  I  was  informed 
(C  the  British  Legislature  had  enacted  that  Slave 
"  Trading  in  their  dominions  should  be  felony,  1 
"  ceased  to  have  any  concerned  with  it;  though  I  re- 
"  sided  in  foreign  dominions,  I  sought  a  different  oc- 
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<f  cupation,  and  induced  others  to  follow  my  example 
(C  Had  I  been  a  Director  of  a  trading  company  pro- 
"  fessedly  for  the  purpose  of  diminishing-  the  Slave 
(C  Trade — had  I  been  a  person  of  an  affluent  for- 
f(  tune,  and  liberal  education — had  I  been  a  Mem- 
<c  ber  of  this  Honourable  House,  and  within  and 
fc  without  its  walls  constantly  declaiming  against 
<{  this  diabolical  traffic,  while  I  was  nurturing  it  by 
f<  my  agents  and  store-keepers,  supplying  Slave 
f<  Factories  and  Slave  Ships  with  necessary  articles 
"  for  that  trade ;  I  might  then  have  been  considered 
"  criminal.  Had  1  fostered  £he  Slave  Trade,  an$ 
"  augmented  the  miseries  of  Africa,  by  allowing 
tf  the  agents  and  servants  of  that  Company  to  pur- 
fc  chase  Slaves,  and  employ  them ;  I  might  indeed 
"  have  been  classed  with  the  vilest  of  criminals,  as 
"  the  honourable  Member  has  emphatically  desig- 
"  nated  Slave  Traders. 

"  While  I  was  calling  for  vengeance  against  the 
(c  perpetrators  of  such  acts,  had  I  encouraged  this 
"  very  Trade  under  the  term  of  c  Redeeming  JViz- 
"  lives/  I  confess  that  I  should  have  been  criminal, 
<f  with  the  addition  of  such  hypocrisy,  as  though 
"  hidden  from  the  world,  I  could  not  have  forgiven 
te  to  myself.  Had  I  assisted  in  inducing  the  Legis- 
"  lature  to  pass  an  Act,  making  it  felony  to  aid  or 
f f  abet  the  Trade,  by  agents  or  factors,  after  I  had 
"  continued  that  moral  turpitude,  for  sixteen  years,, 
"  as  the  manager  of  a  trading  company ;  I  would 
f  not  persecute  and  calumniate  the  man  who  hatl 
V  been  active  to  aid  the  enforcement  of  that  very 
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*'  Act ;  for  I  who  am  thus  cruelly  branded  with  in- 
"  famy,  went  voluntarily  to  Sierra  Leone,  gave  testi- 
tf  mony  for  the  Crown  against  the  persons  first  pro- 
ct  secuted  for  Slave  Trading,  under  that  Act ;  swore 
"  allegiance  to  the  King,  and  solemnly  renounced  the 
"  Slave  Trade  before  the  Chief  Justice  of  that  Colo- 
<e  ny ;  and  am  now  ready  to  lay  my  petition  to  the 
"  Prince  Regent,  and  the  evidence  exhibited  on 
"  my  trial,  before  this  Honourable  House,  and  to 
"  prove,  that  although  I  was  out  of  the  reach  of 
"  the  Slave  Felony  Act,  by  residing  in  foreign  do- 
"  minions,  yet  that  I  never  was  engaged  in  the 
"  Trade  since  I  knew  of  the  existence  of  that 
"  Act. 

"  When  an  armed  force  from  Sierra  Leone  in- 
"  vaded  the  friendly,  independent  nation,  in  which 
"  I  had  lived  for  years,  and  seized  upon  all  the  pro- 
"  perty  and  natives  indiscriminately  within  their 
"  reach,  I  surrendered  myself  to  the  commanding 
'*  officer;  after  which  my  houses  and  plantations 
"  were  burned  ;  I  was  then  thrown  into  irons,  and 
"  carried  to  Sierra  Leone ;  my  personal  property 
"  was  there  confiscated,  and  a  division  made  of  the 
tc  spoliation,  among  the  plunderers,  without  any 
"  form  of  law.  Children,  not  knowing  the  moral 
"  obligation  of  an  oath,  not  having  arrived  to  years 
"  of  discretion,  were  instigated  and  intimidated  to 
"  say,  they  had  been  my  Slaves ;  but  it  never  was 
(r  attempted  to  be  proved,  that  I  had  sold  them,  or 
*l  that  they  were  my  property  when  sold. 
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"  I  was  sentenced  to  fourteen  years  transporta- 
f<  lion,,  that  I  might  be  removed  from  every  means 
"  of  redress;  but,  happily  arriving  in  England, 
"  pursuant  to  the  illegal  sentence,  my  case  was 
"  made  known  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
"  Regent ;  and  I  was  liberated,  because  I  had  been 
<c  illegally  condemned.  Yet  ever  since  my  arrival 
"  in  this,  my  native  country,  renowned  for  un- 
€t  bounded  liberality,  I  have  been  traduced  by  my 
te  plunderers,  persecutors,  and  their  friends,  by 
"  paragraphs  in  newspapers,  by  the  African  Insti~ 
*f  tution  Reports,  and  by  its  Directors  in  the  House 
**  of  Commons;  though  I  have  been  deprived  of 
tc  every  means  of  support,  and  in  early  life  am 
"  sinking  to  the  grave,  from  accumulated  disease, 
*'  produced  by  unprecedented  oppression. 

tc  The  idolatrous  African^may  inflict  death ;  but 
"  this  is  the  refined  cruelty  of  the  Christian  civi- 
"  lizer.  The  punishment  adjudged  by  law  is  cala- 
. ((  mitous,  bnt  the  unremitted  torture,  suffered  by  the 
ff  assassination  of  character,  is  insupportable.  1 
<f  declare  to  my  Country,  before  this  House,  I  am 
"  innocent." 

The  stigma  of ' ( guilty"  publicly  affixed  on  a  fellow- 
subject,  as  undeserved  as  unprovoked,  by  a  gentle- 
man who  always  declares  his  forbearance,  ever  pro- 
fesses to  be  regulated  by  the  purest  precepts  of 
morality,  and- to  be  actuated  alone  by  Christian 
charity  ;  is  not  to  be  tolerated. 

Mr,  Wilberforce,  in  the  same  debate,  is  reported 
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lo  have  said,,  "  that  he  courts  enquiry."  Why  not 
demand  enquiry  ?  I  have  in  vain  implored  it  for 
two  years  and  a  half.  Let  him  now  institute  strict 
investigation,,  and  I  will  undertake  to  prove  every 
statement  I  have  made ;  only  form  an  impartial  tri- 
bunal ;  "  let  not  the  criminals  become  judges,  nor 
ts  the  malefactors  try  themselves." 

Has  justice  and  liberality  been  dispensed  to  the 
West-India  Planter,  by  these  professed  zealots,  in 
the  cause  of  universal  Abolition  ?  When  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Sierra  Leone  Company  allowed  their 
agents  to  purchase  Slaves  under  the  fiction  of 
"  redeeming  Natives/'  did  they  ever  inform  the 
planter  of  this  happy  distinction  ?  Did  they  ever 
declare  they  were  going  to  cultivate  all  tropical  pro- 
ductions in  Sierra  Leone  by  the  labour  of  the  pur- 
chased African,  and  that  they  had  applied  to  Go- 
vernment,, for  the  management  of  the  West  Coast 
from  the  Gambia  to  Angola,  for  the  same  purpose  *  ? 
Did  they  invite  the  planter  to  participate  in  the 
advantages  of  their  sophism  of  <f  redeeming  Na- 
"  tives  ?"  No,  no ;  the  planters  were  considered 
sinners ;  and  the  Company's  servants  were  saints ! 

Did  the  Directors  of  the  African  Institution,  when 
they  found  "  the  greatest  part  of  fourteen  hundred 
"  Negroes  could  not  be  comfortably  apprenticed  in 
"  Sierra  Leone/1  ever  apply  to  the  West-India 
Planter  to  take  the  superabundance  as  apprentices? 

>  The  justice  and  liberality  extended  to  the  African  Com- 
pany, by  the  Managers,  I  have  shewn  in  pages  38  and  39  of  my 
Letter  to  Mr.  W. 
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(for  (he  Order  in  Council  directs  the  captured  Ne- 
g-ro  to  be  apprenticed  to  humane  masters  and  mis- 
tresses in  the  same  or  other  Colonies)  was  it  their  Sa* 
marilan   licnevolence    that  made   them   retain   the. 
Negro  in  the  Colony,  until  to  relieve  himself  from 
the  miseries  of  such  freedom,,  he  sought  the  contin- 
gency of  fresh  captivity  ?  or  was  it  that  all  humanity 
centered  in  Sierra  Leone  ?  otherwise,  I  suppose  a 
few  humane  masters  and  mistresses  could  have  been 
fouml,  in  some  of  our  extensive  colonial  possessions. 

I  will  now  examine  if  those  conscientious  Gentle- 
men act  with  justice  and  liberality  to  the  King's 
Ministers.     It  is  principally  to  be  observed,  that  the 
whole  tendency  of  their  Nine  Annual  Reports,  and 
two  Special  ones,  is  to  prove  to  the  world  that  every 
extension  of  Abolition,  every  effort  at  civilization, 
and  every  benefit  conferred  on  the  captured  Ne- 
gro, has  arisen  from  the  African  Institution ;  but 
every  blessing  that  has  not  been  bestowed,  and  every 
injustice  that  has  been  practised,  should  be  attri- 
buted to  Government. 

The  Special  Report  strongly  insinuates,  that  great 
mischief  has  arisen  from  neglect  in  not  sending  out 
to  Sierra  Leone  a  Commission,  under  direction  of 
the  llth  and  12th  of  William  III.  cap.  7.     And 
they  assert,  that  I  should  have  taken  care  that  such 
a  defect  had  not  existed ;  as  if  it  had  been  my  duty 
to  know  what  was  in  the  Secretary's  Office  in  the 
Colony ;  or  as  if  I  had  been  informed  of  the  Gover- 
nor's intention  to  seize  Samo  and  Hickson.    I  never 
conceived  the  Governor  had  an  idea  of  such  atrocious 
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violence,  until  the  men  were  brought  before  me, 
and  in  the  most  polite,  though  most  forcible  terms 
I  pointed  out  how  improperly  he  had  exceeded  his 
power,  and  wrote  every  thing  friendship  could  dic- 
tate, to  dissuade  him  from  such  arbitrary  conduct  in 
future*;  but  the  support  of  the  Institution  was  to 
protect  him  in  every  violation  of  law,  justice  and 
humanity  ! 

The  Ninth  Report  finds  fault  with  the  Regula- 
tions and  Orders  in  Council  for  the  treatment  of  the 
captured  Negroes.  After  withholding  from  Captain 
Thompson  the  merit  of  commencing  cultivation  at 
Sierra  Leone,  and  placing  the  captured  Negroes  in 
comfort,  the  Directors  try  to  attribute  his  salutary 
plans  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maxwell,  who  had  pur- 
sued a  system  diametrically  opposite;  but  perceiving 
they  could  make  no  impression  as  to  exculpating 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Maxwell,  and  Mr.  K.  Macaulay, 
from  the  charge  of  criminal  conduct  to  the  captured 
Negroes,  they  insinuate  to  the  Public,  with  their 
accustomed  propriety,  "  that  from  the  insufficiency 
te  of  the  Regulations  of  the  Crown  and  Orders  in 
*f  Council,  which  were  made  before  the  Vice-Ad- 
"  miralty  Court  was  contemplated,  nothing  benefi- 
<c  cial  could  have  been  accomplished/'  whereas  the 
Orders  were  formed  in  contemplation  of  the  Court, 
and  issued  exactly  as  the  Court  was  established  in 
March,  1808;  nor  could  there  have  been  better  Re- 
gulations and  Orders  composed  at  the  commence- 

*  See  my  confidental  Letters  published  (without  permission) 
by  the  African  Institution,  in  their  Special  Report.  But 
"  they  are  honourable  men,  all  honourable  men." 
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ment  of  such  *  great  undertaking ;  besides,,  they 
were  always  open  to  be  improved  and  enlarged  by 
representations  from  the  Governor. 

Captain  Thompson  did  represent  the  propriety  of 
placing  the  captured  Negroes  on  farms,  which  was 
not  objected  to  by  Ministers  ;  yet  now  the  Institu- 
tion speak  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maxwell's  hazard- 
ous responsibility,  and  produce  a  Return  of  the  cap- 
tured Negroes  from  Mr.  Kenneth  Macaulay  per- 
fectly inconsistent  with  the  Return  directed  by  the 
orders  of  the  Crown.  The  Return  published  by 
the  Institution  is  a  delusive  compound,,  whereas  the 
Return  directed  is  most  specific,  accounting  for 
every  captured  Negro,  and  ordering  each  person  to 
be  so  minutely  designated  that  he  might  be  disco- 
vered any  where,  or  at  any  period;  and  had  the 
orders  been  obeyed,  near  five  hundred  captured 
Negroes  could  not  have  been  again  thrown  into 
slavery,  nor  a  thousand  unaccounted  for,  which, 
on  investigation,  will  be  found  to  be  the  case ;  yet 
the  Regulations  are  depreciated,  and  styled  cc  in- 
"  adequate  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  different 
"  cases;"  and theSuperintendant  applauded, though 
he  has  completely  violated,  and  never  obeyed  them. 

I  rejoice  that  the  Institution  have  forced  the  Re- 
gulations of  the  Crown  and  the  Orders  in  Council 
before  the  Public  ;  and  it  affords  me  peculiar  plea- 
sure to  do  justice  to  the  early  consideration  shewn 
by  Ministers  to  the  captured  Negroes,  and  to  vindi- 
cate this  nation  from  the  vilest  aspersion,,  by  simply 
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drawing  the  public  attention  to  those  admirable 
regulations  issued  by  Government  for  the  treatment 
of  the  emancipated  Africans,  notwithstanding  the 
assertion  of  the  Directors,  "  that  they  are  stated  by 
ff  competent  Judges  from  experience  to  be  inade- 
fc  quate ;"    but  they  do   not  give  the  names  of 
those  experienced  and  competent  Judges,  nor  the 
cases  that  could  not  be  relieved.     The  truth  is  this  ; 
Foreigners,  Britons,  Natives,  and  Settlers,  at  Sierra 
Leone,  all  agreed  in  criminating  our  Government 
for  the  conduct  pursued  to  the  captured  Negroes  ; 
and  the  Chieftains  of  Africa  did  not  hesitate  to  de- 
clare, <c  that  King  George  only  intended  by  the 
"  Abolition  to  gain  all  slaves  to  himself."     Now 
the  Regulations  will  be  read,  the  benevolent  inten- 
tion of  England,  and  the  salutary  directions  of  the 
Crown,  will  be  manifest  to  the  world,  and  the  object 
of  the  Executive  Officers  of  Sierra  Leone  must  ap- 
pear evidently  interested,  and  their  conduct  studi- 
ously perfidious. 

To  embarrass  the  Navy,  and  load  the  Nation  with 
expence,  would  not  satify  the  Managers  of  the  In- 
stitution ;  but  to  exculpate  their  partizans  from  the 
most  depraved  criminality,  they  revile  as  obviously 
""  defective"  the  beneficent  and  judicious  Regula- 
tions of  the  Crown,  at  the  moment,  they  are  receiving 
from  Ministers  the  most  complaisant  compliance 
with  their  wishes. 

The  Ninth  Report  next  states  the  expectation 
that  Spain  will  be  restricted  in  the  Slave  Trade,  the 
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ftdvantages  that  must  be  derived  from  France  having 
confined  herself  to  the  South  of  Cape  Formosa,  and 
Portugal  to  the  South  of  the  Equator;  that  America, 
Sweden,,  Holland,  Denmark,  and  England,  had 
abolished  the  trade  ;  that  Austria,  Russia,  and 
Prussia,  had  become  interested  for  Africa ;  and  that 
the  Slave  Trade  is  to  be  annihilated  in  eight  ye  ars 
then  the  Report  exultingly  proceeds,  {(  The  Direc- 
"  tors  may  be  allowed  to  pause  for  a  moment,  to  in- 
"  dulge  those  feelings  of  heart-felt  exultation  which 
"  their  view  of  the  progress  of  this  great  cause  can- 
fr  not  fail  to  excite ; — to  estimate  this  properly,  we 
"  have  only  to  compare  the  state  both  of  Europe 
"  and  Africa  in  respect  to  the  Slave  Trade  at  the 
"  present  moment,  and  what  it  was  when  this  Insti- 
fc  tution  commenced  its  labours,"  by  such  display  of 
statement  and  affectation  of  feeling,  endeavour- 
ing to  impress  on  the  Public,  that  the  Institution 
had  effected  every  benefit  that  is  supposed  to  have 
been  conferred ;  whereas  they  have  really  caused 
nothing  but  injury  to  Africa,  cruelty  to  the  cap- 
tured Negro,  and  protraction  to  the  Slave  Trade, 
by  officious  interference!! 

The  United  States  abolished  the  Slave  Trade 
from  their  own  benevolent  abhorrence  of  it.  The 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  abolished  it  from  all  British 
dominions,  and,  by  their  influence,  have  induced 
Sweden,  Holland,  and  Denmark  to  follow  their 
great  example ;  but  the  species  of  justice  adopted 
by  the  Directors,  will  not  allow  them,  to  give  the 
praise  deserved,  lest  it  should  detract  from  them- 
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selves ;  for  their  liberality  always  inclines  them  to 
claim  that  merit,  to  which  they  have  no  pre- 
tension. 

As  the  Directors  are  so  anxious  to  "  compare 
"  the  state  of  the  Slave  Trade  at  the  present  mo- 
"  ment,  with  what  it  was  when  the  Institution  coin- 
KC  menced  its  labours/'  I  shall  also  draw  a  compari- 
son, and  view  their  proficiency,  in  its  bloom, 

In  the  year  1807,  when  the  labours  (as  they  are 
termed)  of  the  Institution  commenced,  the  war  had 
destroyed  the  Slave  Trade  of  Holland,,  Denmark, 
Spain,  and  France.  Sweden  had  a  little  of  the 
trade  to  one  island,  and  that  little  soon  expired,  from 
her  having-  become  involved  in  tbe  war.  Now,  in 
opposition  to  this  trade  which  Sweden  had,  for  about 
a  year,  we  must  place  the  great  trade  of  Prance  for 
four  years  (according-  to  the  Ninth  Report),  and  in 
all  probability,  to  the  end  of  eight  years,  for  if  it 
once  commences,  she  will  try  to  continue  it,  for  the 
remainder  of  the  term,  allowed  to  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal. France  did  very  little,  by  confining  herself 
to  the  South  of  Cape  Formosa,  she  never  had  much 
trade  to  the  North  of  it ;  and  on  the  South  side  of 
the  Cape,  commences  the  Bite  of  Biafira,  from 
whence  the  greatest  supply  of  Slaves  have  been 
drawn.  The  French  have  renewed  the  trade,  though 
confined  to  certaifo  limits  ;  therefore  there  must  be  a 
considerable  increase,  compared  with  the  trade  in 
1807.  As  to  Portugal,  she  has  obtained  a 
large  sum  of  money  from  England ;  and  has  been 
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allowed  the  whole  of  the  West  coast  of  Africa, 
South  of  the  Equator,  where  she  has  dominions; 
but  she  has  abjured  her  stipulation  of  gradually 
abolishing-  the  Trade,  as  agreed  to  by  the  Treaty 
of  1810.  Thus,  she  can  drag  from  their  na- 
tive country,  as  many  of  those  unfortunate  Beings 
as  she  pleases ;  the  idea  of  a  termination  to  the 
Trade  in  eight  years,  will  stimulate  her  to  pursue  it 
with  accelerated  activity,  and  the  victims  will  be 
augmented,,  as  the  limitation  grows  contracted. 

Every  person  acquainted  with  the  Portuguese 
Slave  Trade  in  1 807,  must  acknowledge,  that  it  has 
most  calamitously  increased,  and  that  there  is  every 
probable  reason  to  suppose  it  must  continue  to  in- 
crease. Spain  was  excluded  while  engaged  in  the 
war  against  England  ;  after  which  she  pursued  it  ti- 
midly, as  her  Colonies  were  uncertain  whether  their 
own  government  could,  or  would  support  them  ;  but 
£he  is  now  emboldened  to  carry  it  on  with  redoubled 
alacrity.  When  Great  Britain  rescued  Spain  from 
the  subjugation  of  France,  the  island  of  Cuba  only, 
was  embarked  in  the  Slave  Trade  to  any  extent, 
and  she  pursued  it  fearfully ;  now  the  Parent  State, 
and  every  ramification  of  the  kingdom,  may  enter  into 
the  Trade  boldly,  securely,  and  advantageously. — 
Can  there  exist  a  mind  so  imbecile,  as  not  to  per- 
ceive, the  overwhelming  increase  of  misery,  this 
must  produce  ? 

We  have  secured  the  blessings  of  peace,  for  Eu- 
rope,, and  insured  the  curse*  of  war,  for  Africa !  I». 
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Benevolence  to  be  sacrificed  on  the  Altar  of  Peace,, 
and  the  Asserter  of  European  Liberty,  to  become  the 
Compromiser  of  African  Slavery  ?  This  is  the  re- 
view of  "'the  great  cause"  since  1807;  and  is  this 
a  view  ee  to  pause  on,  to  indulge  the  feelings  of 
"  heartfelt  exultation  ?"  This  is  "  the  mighty 
"  change  that  has  been  effected,  since  Great  Bri- 
'  tain,  awakened  by  the  indefatigable  efforts  of  a  few 
'  philanthropic  individuals,  pronounced  a  sentence 
Cf  of  condemnation  on  this  traffic  !"  Yes,  it  is  a 
change  at  which  the  Negro  may  exclaim, 

"  The  hell  I  sufferM,  seems  to  this  a  heaven  I" 

When  Prance  had  agreed  with  England  in  1814, 
to  assist  in  abolishing  the  Slave  Trade  universally 
in  five  years,  as  Spain  and  Portugal  were  the 
only  Powers  engaged  in  it,  Universal  Abolition  must 
have  been  accomplished  in  1819;  but  procrasti- 
nating it  to  the  year  1823,  by  the  injudicious  in- 
terference at  Congress,  of  those  popularity  specu- 
lators, was  the  most  calamitous  project  ever  at- 
tempted. Where  it  would  be  agony  to  dilate,  I 
shall  be  silent ! 

Thus  we  have  exhibited  the  increased  Trade 
and  the  protracted  period ;  now  let  us  look  at  the 
diminished  liberations :  France  has  drawn  a  line 
of  demarcation  for  herself,  from  which  she  has  no 
inducement  to  deviate.  Portugal  has  done  the 
same,  and  whatever  temptation  she  might  have  to 
extend  her  devastations,  yet  she  has  suffered  suffi- 
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Spain,  like  a  lawless  libertine,  she  may  roam  un- 
restricted. Our  Navy  can  make  no  enterprize  in 
the  cause  of  humanity  ;  the  chaos  of  doubt  and 
difficulty  ;  the  contention  of  feeling  and  conscience 
'which  agitated  the  Court  of  Vice  Admiralty,  is 
ended  ;  there  is  no  chance  of  capture,  no  hope  of 
liberation.  Is  it  on  this  we  pause  <f  to  indulge  those 
"  feelings  of  heart-felt  exultation  ?"  The  Powers 
of  Europe  have  granted  a  licence  for  Slave-trading 
for  eight  years ;  where  is  the  prophetic  spirit  that  can 
declare,  the  Licence  will  not  be  renewed.  Though 
the  zeal  of  benevolence  may  not  abate  in  England  ; 
who  can  determine  on  the  situation  of  Public  Af- 
fairs, on  the  expiration  of  this  stipulated  period,, 
whether  or  not,  there  would  be  prudence  or  certainty 
in  enforcement ;  trade,  like  power,  is  insatiable  ; 
"  increase  of  appetite  grows  by  what  it  feeds  on ;" 
it  never  will  be  relinquished  cheerfully  ;  must  colli* 
sion  end  it,  and  war  be  engendered  in  Europe  to 
ensure  the  peace  of  Africa  ?  This  indeed  must  give 
us  pause,  for  it  "  makes  calamity  of  so  long  life." 

I  confess  I  never  expected  a  favourable  result, 
from  the  great  professions  of  the  Institution,  be- 
cause, unhappily,  the  chief  instrument  for  carrying 
them  into  effect,  was  interested  in  retarding  their 
completion. 

Falconbridge  writes  of  this  gentleman  (in  his 
account  of  Sierra  Leone,  page  194) :  "  I  have  not 
"  heard  any  thing -of  Mr.  Macaulay,  except  his 
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f(  lately  being-  'an  Overseer  on  a  Plantation  in  Ja 
f(  maica;  it  is  not  to  be  questioned  that  the.preju- 
cc  dices  of  such  an  education,  must  impress  him  with 
<c  sentiments  favourable  to  the  Slave  Trade,  and 
ge  consequently  I  should  not  suppose  him  qualified, 
<f  for  a  Member  of  Administration  in  a  Colony 
(c  mostly  formed  of  Blacks,  founded  on  principles 
<c  of  Freedom,  and  for  the  express  purpose  of  abo- 
"  lishing  the  Slave  Trade/' 

When  the  conduct  of  the  Sierra  Leone  Com- 
pany, in  nourishing  the  Slave  Trade,  and  the  objects 
of  the  Company,  in  raising-  Tropical  productions  by 
fc  Redeemed  Natives,"  is  considered,  no  body  will 
doubt  Mr.  Macaulay  might  have  been  an  useful  ser- 
vant in  their  employ;  but  when  we  perceived 
the  Institution  bringing  forward  the  same  indivi- 
dual, for  the  purpose  of  accelerating  Universal  Abo- 
lition, who  was  interested  in  preserving,  a  partial 
continuation  of  the  Slave  Trade,  the  injudicious- 
ness  of  the  selection,  indicated  defeat — success  must 
have  been  fortutous — procrastination  positive. — 
This  arose  from  unjustifiable  recommendation. 

To  those  on  whom  I  continue  to  rely,  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  Universal  Abolition,  and  for  pro- 
moting the  civilization  of  Africa,  I  shall  make  one 
observation,  on  each,  of  these  great  subjects. 

Individual  nations  having  abolished  the  Slave 
Trade,  and  others  having  restricted  it  to  particular 
parts  of  the  African  Coast,  confers,  little  real  be- 
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misery. 

I  will  now  go  much  further  than  the  Institution, 
and  suppose,  by  the  indefatigable  exertion  of  the 
Noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Foreign  Department., 
that  the  King  of  France  has  been  induced  to  uphold 
Buonaparte's  Decree,  abolishing  the  Slave  Trade; 
and  that  Spain  although  she  refused,,  near  a  million 
of  pounds,,  to  relinquish  the  Trade,  has  confined 
her  subjects  to  the  south  of  Cape  Formosa,  still  I 
will  undertake  to  affirm,  that  the  Trade  will  be 
increased,  and  the  Slaves'  wretchedness  augmented, 
in  the  year  1816  beyond  any  former  period. 

I  have  had  before  me,  in  Sierra  Leone,  Na- 
tives of  every  quarter  of  Africa,  even  from  Mo- 
zambique in  the  South-East.  I  have  had  the  clearest 
proof,  of  some  captured  Negroes,  having  been  dri- 
ven, for  six,  eight,  and  ten  "  moons"  backward  and 
forward,  over  hills,  over  dales,  through  rivers  and 
marshes,  the  Mountain  of  Atlas  was  not  a  barrier, 
nor  the  Desert  a  terror  to  the  merciless  driver ;  if 
there  are  Slave-Markets  at  Benguila,  Loanda,  Am- 
bres,  Cabenda,  Calabar,  Bonny,  Rumbe,  Came- 
roons,  &c.  &c.  they  will  be  supplied  from  every  ex- 
tremity of  the  African  Continent.  The  Dealers  in 
horses,  oxen,  and  sheep  will  consider  the  distance, 
they  can  drive  the  animals,  their  health  and  condi- 
tion, but  the  pitiless  Driver  of  human  Beings  does 
not !  he  knows  his  life  would  be  the  forfeit,  of  his 
returning  without  the  luxury  his  chief  required ;  his 
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iellow-creatures  arc  to  be  bartered,  ancl  mus^be 
driven  until  the  object  is  attained,  by  finding-  a 
market ;  if  many  perish  on  the  journey,  the  sur- 
viving few  will  become  more  valuable,  he  complies 
with  his  orders,  regardless  of  the  means,  and  har- 
dened to  the  mode  ! ! 

I  write  not  from  interested  motives,  nor  from 
fabricated  documents,  but  for  the  cause  of  huma- 
nity, from  what  I  have  known  ; 

"  Qucequc  ipse  miserrima  vidi." 

This  detestable  trade,  is  like  a  disease  in  the  IIUT 
man  frame,  where  tampering  only  increases  the 
malady  ;  it  must  be  eradicated. — The  law  of  nature 
and  nations  has  incontrovertibly  established  the 
illegitimacy  of  the  trade,  and  the  solemn  obligation 
by  which  the  European  Powers  are  impelled  to  its 
annihilation,  must  ensure  success  :  but  delay,  con- 
tinues calamity,  while  we  profess  commiseration. 

By  Commerce,  civilization  has  always  been 
chiefly  effected;  let  us  afford  every  stimulus  to  ex- 
ports to  the  Coast  of  Africa,  suffer  no  nation  to 
have  any  advantage  over  our  own  merchant,  give 
every  encouragement  to  importation,  by  lessening 
duties  on  African  produce,  the  chiefs  will  then  find 
produce  a  more  lucrative  barter  than  Slaves;  let  an 
annual  present  from  Great  Britain  animate  them  to 
legitimate  commerce :  This  will  conciliate ;  this 
will  lead  to  the  establishing  of  schools  on  the  Coast, 
and  as  the  rising  generation  shall  become  instructed, 
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provement will  overspread  that  Continent ;  then  we 
shall  no  longer  be  viewed  with  an  eye  of  suspicion, 
but  introduced  into  the  interior,  by  the  hand  of 
friendship, 

His  Majesty's  Ministers  have  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  gloriously  benevolent  work  within 
their  reach,  and  to  them  only  can  the  Nation  look 
for  its  completion  ;  long  practiced  delusion  will  be 
quickly  ended;  the  popularity  project  will  subside, 
and  praise  will  be  bestowed  not  for  professions, 
but  for  actions  *. 

*  Since  writing  the  above,  I  perceive  by  the  additional 
Arljcle  to  the  Treaty  with  France,  signed  on  the  20th  instant, 
that  the  Slave  Trade  is  completely  Abolished  by  that  Great 
Power.  May  the  blessing  of  internal  tranquillity  be  her  re- 
ward i! 

Great  Britain  and  France  have  also  "  agreed  to  concert 
*'  measures,  without  loss  of  time,  for  the  entire  and  definitive 
"  Abolition  of  a  commerce,  so  odious  and  so  strongly  condemned 
"  by  the  laws  of  religion  and  nature."  A  trade  confessed  to  be 
pursued,  in  violation  of  the  Law  of  God,  of  Nature  and  of 
Nations,  must  be  illegitimate,  and  to  allow  its  continuation, 
criminal.  The  Monarchs.  of  the  civilized  world,  are  bound  to 
extend  civilization,  and  to  suffer  barbarism  to  be  protracted,  is 
a  dereliction  of  their  public  duty.  How  delightful  to  have 
those  principles,  which  I  have  long  since  promulgated,  con- 
firmed' by  such  pre-eminent  powers,  as  can  command  their  en- 
forcement, "  without  loss  of  time!" 

Casual  circumstances  create  an  ephemeral  fame ;  but  it  is 
actions,  conferring  extensive  benefit,  that  establish  immor- 
tal honour,  the  death  of  this  loathsome  crime,  will  alone  be 
Sufficient,  to  make  the  Negotiators,  live  for  ever,  with  undimi- 
nished  admiration,  in  the  mind  of  posterity ;  let  the  same  Hist 
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The  Directors  having*  thought  proper  to  intro- 
duce into  their  Ninth  Report,  the  Resolution,  Mr. 
Wilberforce  moved  in  the  House  of  Commons  in 
June,  1814.  1  must  remark  on  two  passages  con- 
tained in  it  which  tend  to  deceive  the  Nation.  The 
Resolution  states,  "  that  the  renewal  of  the  French 
"  Slave  Trade  must  subject  those  populous  and 
f<  extensive  districts,  where,  by  the  laudable  exer- 
(f  tions  of  Great  Britain,  peaceful  industry  and 
"  social  happiness  have  been  produced,  to  a  re- 
<c  newal  of  miseries."  I  suppose  this  alludes  *  to 
Goree  and  Senegal.  I  wish  the  instances  of 
our  laudable  exertions,  of  the  peaceful  industry 
and  social  happiness  we  have  produced  in  these 
places,  had  been  stated.  I  never  heard  that  Sene- 
gal had  improved,  since  she  came  into  our  posses- 
sion ;  on  the  contrary,  I  am  satisfied,  she  )ias  con- 
siderably declined  in  every  respect. 

As  to  Goree,  the  inhabitants  of  that  barren  rock 
are  reduced  beyond  description,  and  if  Ministers 
do  not  confirm  her  as  a  free  Port,  she  must  be 
depopulated  : — If  she  is  restricted,  neutral  vessels 
will  go  into  the  Gambia.,  and  a  trade  in  wax,  ivory, 
gold  and  hides,  will  be  lost,  which  might  be  bene- 
ficially retained ;  these  articles  have  supported 
the  Island,  and  produced  some  advantage  to  Great 
Brita.n. 

toric  page  record  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  liberating  Europe, 
the  Treaty  of  Paris,  emancipating  Africa,  and  fulfiiiing  the 
words  of  the  Prophet. — "  The  punishment  of  thine  iniquity 
"  is  accomplished,  He  will  no  more,  carry  thce  uway  intq 
*'  Captivity," 
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The  Resolution  proceeds,  <c  the  Colony  of  Sierra 
"  Leone,  whence  European  knowledge,  the  bles- 
"  sings  of  order,  and  the  arts  of  peace,  have  be- 
<e  gan  to  diffuse  themselves  through  the  neighbour- 
"  ing  countries,  will  be  deprived  of  its  beneficial 
ee  influence,  ancl  even  be  exposed  to  imminent  dan- 
"  ger  and  ruin/'  The  introduction  of  this  Reso- 
lution serves  to  prove  the  continued  inconsistency 
of  the  Report,  which  I  have  been  obliged  to  no- 
tice often  before.  We  are  informed  in  one  part, 
that  the  captured  Negroes  are  more  advanced  in 
peaceful  industry  and  social  happiness  at  Sierra 
Leone  than  the  Settlers,  now  we  are  told,  that  Eu- 
ropean knowledge,  the  blessings  of  order,  and  the 
arts  of  peace  are  not  only  there,  but  have  began  to 
diffuse  themselves  from  thence,  through  the  neigh- 
bouring Country;  and  that  the  French  are  to 
destroy  this  beneficial  influence,  and  to  expose  the 
Colony  to  imminent  danger  and  ruin  !  I  have  al- 
ready shewn  how  little  the  Sierra  Leone  Company, 
or  the  African  Institution  have  done  towards  intro- 
ducing European  knowledge,  social  order,  or  the 
arts  of  peace;  and  I  shall  now  make  it  evident, 
that  the  imminent  danger  and  ruin  to  which  that 
Colony  and  the  neighbouring  Country  has  been 
exposed,  and  is  now  exposed,  has  arisen  from  the 
late  Sierra  Leone  Company  and  their  Servants,  and 
from  the  Institution  and  its  Proteges. 

The  insurrection  of  the  Settlers,  and  the  two 
native  wars  which  followed,  arose  from  the  faithless 
conduct  of  the  Company's  servants  to  the  Settlers, 
their  treacherous  practices  to  the  Natives.  While 
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Mr.  John  Clarkson  remained,  peace  resided  there, 
and  prosperity  was  progressive  ;  with  Messrs.  Dawes 
and  Macaulay  discord  commenced,  and  vice  then  en- 
gendered, has  been  extensively  diffused  ever  since; 
had  not  the  Maroons  arrived  in  the  harbour  at  the 
moment  of  attack,  and  had  they  not  afterwards 
settled  in  Freetown,  the  Colony  would  have  been 
carried,  by  the  natives  with  some  insurgents,  and 
inevitable  destruction,  must  have  followed. 

Let  us  look  to  the  state  of  the  Colony,  at  the  time 
this  Resolution  was  moved  (June,  1814.)  The 
Maroons  had  been  driven  from  the  Colony  by  Go- 
vernor Maxwell,  returned  discontented,  and  sent  a 
deputation  to  England  for  redress^  or  to  be  removed 
from  the  Colony,  after  a  settlement  of  thirteen  years. 
The  inhabitants  (who  had  before  experienced  two 
native  wars)  were  so  alarmed  from  continual  reports 
of  a  determination  of  the  neighbouring  Chiefs,  to 
attack  the  Colony  with  the  combined  power  of  the 
Cassos,  Sherborough  and  Rocan  People,  on  account 
of  the  outrageous  invasion  of  their  territory  by 
order  of  the  Governor  of  Sierra  Leone,  that 
they  petitioned  the  Acting  Governor,  that  a 
Patrol  of  the  Settlers  might  be  established  for 
defence,  and  that  the  black  Companies  of  the 
African  Corps  might  be  disarmed  at  night,  as  they 
had  been  credibly  assured,  that  the  Natives  were 
to  be  joined  by  the  captured  Negroes  in  the  Corps 
and  in  the  Colony.  Let  the  reader  only  compare 
this  representation  from  the  inhabitants,  with 
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Directors  praise  of  the  black  soldiers,  and  their  eulo- 
gy on  the  other  Negroes  ! 

The  Inhabitants  afterwards  petitioned  the  Secre- 
tary of  State ;  and  as  there  is  no  doubt  it  was 
promptly  attended  to,  I  shall  neither  publish  nor 
comment  further,  than  will  evince  how  Governor 
Maxwell  had  incensed  the  Native  Powers  and  irri- 
tated the  Settlers,  and  how  injuriously  the  approba- 
tion and  support  he  has  received  from  the  Institution 
will  operate. 

When  the  cup  of  bitterness  was  full,  these  wise 
and  liberal  compilers  of  Reports,  must  add  the  most 
poisonous  drop  to  make  it  overflow ;  depreciating*  the 
Settlers,  and  perniciously  exalting  the  captured  Ne- 
groes above  them,  was  the  ingredient  of  irritation, 
even  to  madness ! 

The  Settlers  have  been  most  injudiciously  and 
unjustifiably  slandered ;  but  from  the  accounts  I 
have  received  of  the  correctness  and  urbanity  of 
Governor  M'Carty's  conduct,  1  hope  the  evil  conse- 
quences, that  might  be  expected,  will  be  prevented  ; 
now,  it  is  evidently  not  from  the  French  Slave 
Trade,  that  the  Colony  is  exposed  to  danger  and 
ruin,  but  from  the  partizans  of  the  Institution,  from 
the  support  given  to  them  and  their  measures,  and 
from  the  mischievous  misrepresentation  promulgated 
by  the  Reports  of  that  Society.  Let  any  person 
only  consider  the  absurdity  and  inconsistency  of 
these  Reports;  they  first  make  Sierra  Leone 
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seat  of  knowledge  and  the  social  arts,  and  the 
Settlers  most  humane,  &c. ;  then,  by  supernatural 
agency,  f<  the  wretched  Negro,  loosed  from  fetters, 
"  dragged  from  the  hold  of  a  slave-ship,  and  only  a 
"  few  months  in  the  Colony,"  surpasses  them  in 
every  respect :  I  suppose  it  must  be  reconciled  in 
this  way  ;  it  is  said,  that  certain  places  have,  been 
wonderfully  favoured  by  the  protection  of  one  par- 
ticular Saint,  but  when  we  reflect  that  Sierra  Lcono 
is  watched  over  by  the  whole  body  of  modern 
Saints,  we  should  not  be  astonished,  that  she  has  be- 
come miraculous ! ! ! 

While  the  Directors  of  the  Institution  are  pausing 
to  indulge  their  fine  feelings,  the  members  of  the 
Institution  state,  ie  that  the  exertions  which  the 
tf  Directors  have  made  has  incurred  considerable 
"  expence,  notwithstanding  the  greatest  economy, 
"  their  funds  are  reduced  (at  all  times  inadequate  to 
*'  its  great  and  numerous  objects)  that  they  stand 
(e  more  than  ever  in  need  of  prompt  and  liberal  as- 
<(  sistance  from  the  friends  of  Africa  to  enable  them 
tc  to  proceed  ;  without  such  aid  the  great  cause  of 
"  civilization  in  that  immense  Continent  must  neces- 
ff  sarily  languish/' — Thus,  after  the  prodigal  expen- 
diture of  ten  thousand  pounds  on  popularity  pursuits, 
they  speak  of  economy,  and  beg  pecuniary  aid  that  the 
great  cause  of  civilization  may  not  languish  ;  when 
it  is  evident  they  never  have  effected  any  one  object 
towards  civilizing  Africa,,  abolishing  the  Slave 
Trade,  or  meliorating  the  condition  of  the  captured 
Negroes;  but  that  they  have  produced  mischief 
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and  misery  wherever  they  interfered ;  and  although 
I  have  made  this  apparent  over  and  over  again,  yet 
confident  in  the  prejudice  they  have  excited, 


— they  will  aver 

a  Saint  could  never  err, 


«  And  that  let  Saints  do  what  they  will, 
"  That  Saints  are  Saints  and  were  so  still.'r 

I  must  repeat  the  very  high  respect  in  which  I 
hold  the  great  body  of  the  African  Institution  ;  more 
estimable  or  benevolent  men,  this  incomparable 
nation  does  not  contain ;  but  they  are  sleeping  Part- 
ners in  the  firm.  I  am  anxious  to  rouse  them  from 
the  delusion  in  which  they  have  so  long-  slumbered, 
and  animate  them  to  carry  into  effect  their  own  in- 
imitable Resolutions ;  however,  they  have  so  amal- 
gamated themselves.,  with  the  worthless  and  interest- 
ed, that  to  separate  minutely,  is  beyond  my  powers  of 
decomposition ;  I  am  therefore  obliged  to  allude  to 
them  generally. 

A  few  words  to  the  moral  managers  of  the  Insti- 
tution and  I  have  done.  When  I  was  in  Sierra 
Leone,  I  reduced  the  licences  for  retailing  Spiritu- 
ous Liquors,  from  forty,  to  four,  and  placed  those  few 
in  the  hands  of  the  most  prudent  persons  I  could 
find;  but  immediately  on  my  departure,  licences 
were  again  profusely  and  indiscriminately  distri- 
buted, by  the  protected  partizans  of  the  Institution, 
and  to  supply  those  venders  of  poison,  I  have  been 
informed,  that  Mr.  Z.  Macaulay  has  lately  shipped 
from  Bristol  to  Sierra  Leone  about  twenty  puncheons 
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*f  rum  and  gin,  and  from  London  about  seventeen, 
which  considering-  (as  the  Ninth  Report  inform 
the  Colony  contains  only  three  or  four  hundred 
Settlers,  must  be  esteemed  a  tolerable  supply. 
This  displays  the  real  object  of  those  who  are  said 
to  have  toiled  to  improve  the  morals  of  the  Settlers 
for  above  twenty  years  * ;  this  establishes  the  motive 
which  actuates  that  person  of  whom  Mr.  Wilberforcc 
is  reported  to  have  said  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
(f  He  never  knew  a  greater  public  benefactor,  a 
f{  more  disinterested  and  indefatigable  individual ! ! " 
Next  to  diffuse  this  intoxicating  morality,  not  only 
by  wholesale,  but  by  the  glass,  I  have  been  assured 
that  Mr.  Z.  Macaulay's  Agent  has  obtained  a  licence 
for  retailing  spirits  at  Sierra  Leone  ! !  This  Associate 
of  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  this  affianced  friend  of 
Mr.  Wilberforce,  this  great  London  Merchant,  this 
Director  of  Directors,  this  Adviser  of  Statesmen,  this 

*  Lest  the  really  beneyolent  should  be  alarmed  for  the  health 
and  existence  of  the  Colonists,  I  shall  extract,  from  uncontra- 
dicted  authority,  an  account  of  the  judicious  management  of  tlie 
Pious  Agents  of  the  Sierra  Leone  Company  twenty-two  years 
since,  for  the  preservation  (no  doubt)  of  the  body  and  soul  of 
the  inhabitants,  which  most  probably  has  been  beneficially  prac- 
tised to  this  time!!  "  In  the  year  1793,  the  Settlers  com- 
"  plained  of  being  charged  above  100  per  cent,  when  promised  by 
"  the  Sierra  Leone  Company  that  every  article  should  be  sold  at 
"  10 per  cent,  profit;  they  declared,  if  the  goods  had  not  been 
"  of  the  worst  sort,  they  would  not  have  grumbled  even  at  that ; 
"  but  they  had  known  the  Agent  order  thirty  gallons  of  water 
"  into  each  puncheon  of  rum,  sell  it  at  a  more  extravagant  price, 
"  than  before  reduced,  and  then  declare  it  arose  from  a  re/i- 
"  gious  motive,  lest  the  consumer  should  neglect  to  dilute  the 
"  spirit  sufficiently."— Fakonbridge,  P.  213. 
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Evangelical  Editor  has  his  Agent  dispensing  this 
moralizing  beverage  to  the  rich  and  the  poor  by 
wholesale  and  retail ! ! 


If  the  Settlers  consume  the  whole  cargoes,  they 
cannot  be  more  besotted  there,  than  some  are  infa- 
tuated here.  But  it  is  the  plan  of  this  select  sect,, 
to  whisper  away  the  character  of,  and  labour  to  de- 
preciate to  contempt,  every  person  that  does  not  up- 
hold deception  ;  and  to  proclaim  as  perfect  any  in- 
dividual, ever  so  degradingly  depraved,  who  will  ex- 
tol and  become  the  instruments  of  those,  who,  by 
canting  rhapsodies,  profane  appeals,  professions 
of  virtue,  and  ostentatious  charity ,  pursue  a  system 
of  delusion,  for  popularity  and  power ! ! 

ROBERT  THORPE. 

N<n.  30, 1815. 
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